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Wasmivcrox, May 81, 1861,

J. F. Sexep, Esq., Louisville, Ky.—My Dear
Sir : The recent overwhelming vote in favor of the
Uiilon in Kentucky has afforded unspeskable grati-
fication to sll true men throughout the coantry.
That vote indicates that the people of that gailant
‘Stste bhave been ueithcr seduced by the arts nor
terrified by the menaces of the revolutionists in
their midst, «nd that it is their fixed puipose to
‘yemain faithful to the Government which, for nea
Iy seventy ydars, has remained faithtul to them.-—
Still it cannot

be denied that there is in the bosom |

i
|
i

i

| should be laid in the dust in the presence of every

In view of these events and tbreatenings, what
was the duty of the Chiet Magistrate of tue Re-
public? He might have taken counsel of the
revolutionists and trembled vnder their menaces ;
bhe might, upon the fall of Sumter, have directed
that Fort Pickens should be surrendered without
firing a gun in its defenge #nd proceeding yet
further, and meeting fally the requirements of the
tsJet-ns-alone” policy insisted on in the South, he
might have ordered that the stars and stripes

bit of rebel bunting that might appear. But he
did none of these things, nor could he have done

«of that State a band of agitators, who, though few | o without forgetting bis oath and betraying the
#in musnber, are yet powerful from the public confi- | ;e gublime trust that has ever been coufided to
&ence'they have enjoyed, and who have been, and | o hands of man, With a heroic filelity to his
doubtléss will continue to be, unceasing in their Fooy titutional obligations, feeling justly that these
endeavors to force Kentucky to unite her fortunes | obligations charged him with the protection of the

with those of the Rebel Confederacy ot the South,
Ia view of this and of the well-known fact that se-
veral of the seceded States have by fraud and vio-
fence been driven to occupy their present false fatal
position, I cannot, even with the encouragoment of
her lste vote hefore me, look upon the politiu\ 1u-
tare of opr native State without a painful soliei-
tude. Never have the safsty and honmor of her
people required the exercise of so much vigilance
and of so much courage on their part. If true to
themselves, the siusand stripes, which, like an-
gels’ wings, have s0 joog guarded their homes from
every oppression, will stdl be theirs: baut if, chas-
ing the dresms of men’s amtition, they shall prove
false, the blackness of darkness can but lanptly
predict the gioom that awsits them. The Legisla-
ture, it seems, has determingd by resolution that
the State, pending the preseut gxhappy war, shall
occupy neutral ground. I must say, I ail frank-
ness and without daring to reflect upon tho course
or sentiments of any, that, in this stroggle fur the
existence of our Government, I can neither prac-
tice nor profess nor feel neutralitys I would as
soon-thick of being neuatral in a contest between
an officer of justice and an incendiary arrested in
an attempt to fire the dwelling over my head; for
the Government whose overthrow js sought is for
.me the shelter mot on'y of home, kindred and
triends, but of every earthly blessing which I can

ever, from a satural horror of fratricidal strife, or
from her intimate social and business relations with
the South, Kentucky sball determine to maintain
the natural attitade assumed for ber by her Legis-
lature, her position will stiil be an honorable one,
though fallirg far shert of that full measure of loy-

aity which her histery has so constantly idlnstrated, |

Her Executive, ignoriug, as I am lappy to believe,
alike the popular and Legislative sentiment of the
State, bas, by proclamation, forbidden the Gov-

ernment of the United States from marchiug troops |

across her territory. This is, inno senseé. neatral

step, but one of aggressive hostility. “The’ traops |

of the Federal Government have as clear aconsti-
tutioual right to pass over the soil of Keutucky as
they bave te march along the elreets of W;x.si.ing_-
ton; snd could this prohibition be effeetive, it
would not only be a violation of the fundimental
law, but would, in all its tendencies, be dir:c.zly in
sdvancement of the revolution, and migit, in an
emergency easily imagined, compromise the high-
o8t nationsl interests. 4 was rejoiced thal the Le-

gislature so promptly refused to indorse ihus proc-
lamation as expressive of the true policy of the
State. but I turn away froo: even this to the bal-

Jot-box, and find an abounding cousolation in the

conviction it inspires, thattite pnpl}hr heart of
Kentucky, in its devotion to the Union, is far in
sdvance iike of iogislative resoive and of Execu-

tive proclamation

But as it is we!l understood that the late popuiur
demonstration has rather scotched than kilied re-
bellion in Kentucky, I propose inquiring briefly as
prcticable, whether, in the recent action or present
declared poiicy of the Administration, or i:! the
histery of the pending revolution, or in the objects
it secks to accomplish, or in the results which must
follow from it, if successfu!, there can be discov-
ered any reasons why that State should sever the
ties that unite her with a Confederacy in whose
councils and upon whose battle-ficlds she has won
f0 much honor, snd under whose protection she
has enjoyed so much prosperity.

For more than a month after the inauguration of
President Lincoln, the manifestations seemed une-
quivocal that his Administration w9uld seek a
peaceful solution of our unhappy political troubles,
and would look to time and amendments to the
Federal Constitution, adopted in accordance with
its provisions, to bring back the revolted States to
their allegiance. So marked was the eflect of
these manifestations in tranquilizing the Border
States, and in reassuring their loyalty, that the
conspliators who had set this revolution on foot
ook the alarm.
States us not sufficiently intensified

never succeed in their treasonable enterprise witn-
-out their support.

Tities, in the hope that, under the panic and exas-

4 of citizen soldiers marching t
hope to enjoy on this side of the grave, If, how- ‘ oy g i 3ty

While affecting to despise these | ™ < i
in their dgvn- | Statys, they do those which rewain in the
-tion to African servitude, they know iliey could | gid Confederacy no tarw.

Hence it was resolved to pre- |
<ipate a collision of arms with whe Fedéeral sutho- |

| Republic and its Uapital against the assaults alike

ot foreiga and domestic enemics he threw bimself
on the loyalty of the country for support in the
struggle upou whick he was about to enter, and
pobly bas that appeal been responded ¢o. States
containing an aggregate population of nineteen
millions have aaswerel to the appeal a3 witn the
voice of one man, offering soldiers sithout num-
ber, and treasure without limitation, for the service
of the Goverument.

In these States, 1,500,000 freemen cas! their votes
in favor of candidates supporting the rignts of the
South, at the last Presidential election, and yet
everywhere, alike in popular astemblics and upon
the tented fleld, this millien and a half of voters
are found yielding to nope in the zeal with which
they rally to their country’s flig. They are not
lesd the friends of the South than before ; but they
realize that the question pow preseated is not one
of administrative policy, or of the claims of the
North, the South, the East, or tha West; bat is,
simply, whether nineteen millions of people shall
tamely and ignobly permit five or six millions to |
overthrow and destroy institutions which are the |
common property, and have been the common |
blessings and glory of alls The great throughfares |
of the North, the East)and the West, are luminons
with the banners and glistening With the bayonets |

o thé capital, orto |
other points of rendezyous; but they fome in no i
hostile spirit to the South. If called tu prss her
svil, they will not rufis a flower of ier gardens,
nor & blade of grass of her flelds in unkinauess.—
No excesses will mark the foot-steeps of the ar-|
mies of the Repuablic ; no iostitution of the States !
will be invaded or tampered with no rizhts of per-
sons or of property wiil be violated.

The known pusgose of the administration, and
the high character of the troops employed, alike |
guarantee the truthfulness of the statement.—
When an insurrection was apprehended a few
weeks since in Maryland, the Massachusetts men
at once offcred their services to suppress it.— |
These voluteers have been denounced by the Sonth
as ““kuaves and wagrants,”’ sthe dregs and off-
scourings of the pepuiace,” who would «rather
ilch a haudkerchief than fight un enemy In manly
commbat,” yet we know here that their discipline
and bearing are most admirable, and, I presuma, it
may bé safely affirmed that a larger amount of so-
cial position, culture. and elevation in character, !

has never been found in so large an army in any |
age or couuiry. It they go to the Seull, it will
he as friends and protectors, to relieve the Uoion
sentiment of the seceded States from the cruel do-
mination by whick it is oppressed and silenced,
unfurl the stars and stripes in the midst of those
who long to look upon them, and to restore the
flag that bears them to the forts aad arsenals from
which disloyal hands bave torn it. Tueir mission
will be one of peace, unless wicked aud blood-
thirsty wen shall unsheath the sword across their |
pathway.

1t is in vain for the Revolutionists to excliim
that this is «saijagation.”” It is so, preciscly in
the sense in which you and I and all lsw-abiding
citizans are suljugated. The people of the Soatn
are our brethren, and while we obey the laws enact-
ed by omr jolut suthority, and kecp a compact to
which we are all parties, we only ask that they
shall be requircd to do tue same. We believe that
their safety demands this; we know thst oursdoes.
We impose no burdem which we ourselves do not
bear, we claim no privilege or blessing which our
brethren of the South shall not equally share.—
Their country is our country, and ours is theirs;
and that unity of both country and of Go¢vernment
which the providence of God and tha compacts o
men have created, we could not ourselves, without I
self immolation, destroy; Zor can we permit it to |
be destroyed by oibers, !

Equally vain is it for them to declare thas
they 9nly wish “10 be let alone,” and that in
estabiishing the independence of the Seceded

The Free States,
if allowed the opportunity of doing so, will
undoubtedly concede every guarauty needed to
{ afford complete protection 2o the fustitutions

perstion incident to the commencement of a civil | of the South, aud furnish asspravees of jber

war, the Border States, following the natural bent
of their sympathies, would array themselves against
¢he Government.
zeeble garrison, aod girded by powerful if not im-

pregnable batterics, afforded coavenient means for |
accomplishing their parpose, and for testing also |

thalr favorite theory that blood was needed to ce-
ment the new Confederacy. lis provisions were
£xhausted, and the request made by the President
in the interests of peace and humanity, for the
_privilege of replenishing its stores, had been refus-
(ed. The Confederate authorities were aware—for
80 the gallant coumander of the fort nad declaired
to them—tbat in two days a ecapitulation from
_starvation must take place. A praceful surrender,
however, would not have subservid their aims -
They sought the clash of arms and the efusioe of
blood as an instrumeutality for impress.ng the Bor-
der States, and they sougit the bumiliation of the
Government and the dishonor of its flag as a means
of giving prestigo to their own cause. The result
is known. Without the slightest provocation a
beaSy canpenade was opened upon the fort, and
borne by its helpless garrigon for hours without re.
ply, aad when, in the progress of the bombardment,
the fortification became wrapped in fiumes, the be-
sieging batteries, in violation of the usages of
_civilized warl.re, instead of relaxing or suspsuding,
‘redonbled their fires. A more wanton or wicked
war was Dpever commenced on sny government
whose history bas been written. Cotempotary with
and following the fall of Sumter, the siege of Fart
Pickens was and stifl is actively pressed, the
property of the United States Government eon-
tioued to be scized wherever found, and its troops,
by fraud or force, captured in the State of Tczas
in violation of a solemn compact with its aathori.
tles that they sbould be perantted to embark with-
ou: moleststion. This was the requital which the

Lone Star State mado to brave men who, through |

long years of peril and privation, had guarded its
froptiers against the incursions of the savages. In
the midst of the most active and extended warlike
preparationy in the South, the anunouncement was
made by the Sectetary of War of the ssceded
States, snd cchoed with taunts aad fnsclent brava-
does by the Southern press, that Washington City
was to be invaded and captured, snd that the flag
of the Confederate States would soos Ooat over
the dome of its capitol. Soon thereafter thero
followed au invitation to ail the world—ambracing
necessarily the outcasts and despatidous of ever)

Fort Sumter, occupied by g |

| perfect equalisy in the Joion; but all such
| gnarantees and assurances; are now openly
spurued, aed the only Southera right now ia-
sisted on 18 that.of Jismembering the Repub-
lig. Jt is perfectiy certain that in the at-
tempted exercize of this right peither States
vor statesmen will be “let alcne” Should
a ruffian meet we io the streets, and seek with
a0 ux to hew an arm aud a leg from my body,
1 would no less resiet Liax: becaase, a3 s dis-
hovored and kelpless trunk, I might perchsnce
survive the mutilasion. It is easy ts perceive
what fatal results to tbe old Coufederacy
would follow shoald the bLlow now struck at
its integrity ultinately triumph. We cav
well uoderstand what degradation it would
bring it abroad and weskness at bowe; what
exbaustion from incessaut war apd standing
srwies, and from the erection of fortifications
slong the thousands of wmiles of new froatier;
what embarrassments to commeros from havipg
its natural chaonels mcumbered or eunt off;
what elements of disintagration and revolution
would be introducesd frow the peraigions exsme
ple; and, above all, what bumiliation would
cover the whole Americaun people for baving
failed jn their great mission to demoostrate
befora the world the oapacity of our race for
self-governwent.

While a far more fearful regponaibility bas
fallen upon President Lincoln than upon sny
of bis predecessors, it mast be adwitted that-
he bas wes it with promtitude and fearlessness.
Cicero in ove of Lis orations agaiust Oatiline,
spesking of the eredit due bimself for having
suppressed the conspiracy of that aroh-traitor,
said, %if the glery of bim who founded Rome
wss grest, bow much greater should be that
of ham wao bad saved it frow overthrow after
it had grown to be the mistress of the world?”
! So it way be suid of the glery of that states

10 or chieftsin who lbllf soatob this repub~

se- to accept lotlars of warque sod reprisal, 1., iic from the voglex of revolutivn, vow that

become the admiration of the world, and has
rendered the fountains of the lives of thirty
millions of people fountains of hLappi

The vigorous measures abopted for the
safety of Washington and the Goveroment
itself may seem open to criticism, in some of
their details, to those who bave yet to learn
that not only has war like peace its laws, but
that it has also its privileges and its dutizs.—
Whatever of severity, or even irregularity,
may have arisen, will find its justifisation in
the presure of terrible necessity uunder which
tha Admiuistration bas been called to act.—
When a mun feels the poignard of the des-
troyer at bis bosow, he is aot likely to con-
sult the law books as to the wode or measure of
his rights of self-defense. What ia true of
individuals is in this respe ot equally trug of
governments, The man whe thinks he has
become disioyal because of what tho Admin-
istration hus done, will prubably dissover, «f-
ter a close self-examination, that he was dis-

moneys, and, indeed, every species
property withia the limitsfof these States wore
|seiged amd appropriated, dowa to the hospital |
stores for the sick soldiers. More than balf
a million of doliars was plundered from th
miot st New-Orleans. U. 8. vessels were |

in sommand, aod, 28 if in the hope of conse- "
ereting offisial treachery as one of the public
wirtues of the age, the surrender of an outire |

|

wilitary department by s general, to the keeps

| the instslation of President Lincolo, not a

e | positica from the people.

rocoived from the defilod hands of their officora| iy of tue present Adwmiuistration to enforce

case bus arisen in which the fugitive has not
been returned, and that, too, without any op~
ludeed, the fide.i-
ty with which it was understood to be the pols
provisions of this law has eaused a perfect
amoug the runaway slaves ia the Evee

, and they have been escaping in multi-
tudes to Cunads, unpursued sud unreclaimed

denounced; which has been denounced by wost
of the States and prominent statesmen now in=~
sisting upoa its exercise; which, in introdnciag
s Yriwiplo of indefinent disintegration, outs up
ail confederate governmeunts by the roots, snd
gives them ever & prey to the esprices, and
puseions, and travsient interests, of their
wembers, as Autumoal leaves are given to the .
winds which blow upun them. Is 1514, The
Ruwckmond Inquirer, then,as new, the organ

jag of whose bovor it had been confided, wea | by their masters. ls there found in this res-
Jecmed worthy of the commendation and eon tor a disolution of the Union, ;

thanks of the conventions of several States.— |  That the Slave States are not recogoized as
All those lawlass proceedings wore well un-| equals in the Coufederacy, has for several

loyal before. But for what has been doue,

dering heap of ruios,
They have noted the course of publio «fs
1

election of Lingoln was "the rea! ground of
the revolatiouary cutbreak that has oecured.
Tobe roots of the revolution may be traced
back for more than a quarter cf a ceutury,
and aoy uoboly lust for power is the soil out
of which it sprang. A promicent mewber of
the band of agitators declared in ocae of his
speeches at Charleston, lust Novembsr or
Decewber, that they had been occuvied for
30 years in the work of 8 1e-ving South Car-
olina from the Union. When Gen. Jackson
crushed Nulification, he said it would revive
agaio under the form of the Slavery agitation,

| and we have lired o see his predictton veri- | augiously and how patiently the country well
Indeed, that agitation, duriag the last | koews.

acd.
15 or 20 years, has boen almost the entire
groek in wade of Southern politicians, The
Southers people, fuown to be as generous .in
thetr impulses #8 they *te chivalric, were oot

pliestad waobinery of this revolution.
Washington might ere this bave been a swoul- |profligate ambition of public mea in all sge
‘asd lands bas been the rock on which repub-
flies buve been split.  Such men have arisen
fairs to littlo advautage who suppose that the |in our midst—men who, because unable per-
msneotly to grasp the helm of the ship, are
'willing to destroy it in the hope to com:mand

ieo and Scuth Americo, who; when beaten at
'an eleotion, fly to srms, and seelf 1o master by

!

wrought into & frevzy of passiop by the ivtew-
peate words of a few Jnatic Abolitionists, |
for these words, if loft to themselves, would
bave falleq t the ground ss pebbles into the
sea, snd would have been heard of no mose—|

Bat it was the echo of these words, :epeatcu"

| with exaggerations for the thoueandih time by |
| Soutbern politicians, in the

balls of Congress |
and io the deliberative and popular assemilies, |

and through the press of the South, that pro- rwill deubtiess prove a p
{ duoed the exsspsration which has proved so *hose guaranties uow 0 8

poteus a lover in the hands of the comspira-
tors. 'The cloud was fully charged, and the
juggling revolationists who beld the wircs and |

{oould at will direct its lightenings appeared |
at Charleston, broke up the the Demoeratic |
. Convention assembled to nomioate a
| date for the Presidency, and thus seceured the

election or Mr. Lincoln. Having thys reo-|

| dered shis certain, they at onee set to work 2o

bring the popular wind of the South to the |
point of deternuining in advance that the |
clection of a Repudlican President would be

candi- |

ferstood to have been prompted snd direote] | yoars been the ery of demsgogues and conspi-

by men osoupying seats in the Cupitol, some
of whom were frank enough to declare that|
[hey could not and would not, though in s

ininority, live under a Goverament which they

soald not control. In this declaratiou is found

the key which unlogks the whole of the com- q
The |

a'

some one of the rafts that way float away
from the wraok. The effect is to degrade
us 19 a level with the military bandits of Mex-

the sword what they haye been unable to con-
trol by the ballot-vox. ;

“The strocious acts enumerated were acts
ol ‘war, and might all have been treated as
saeh by the late Adwinistration; but the
Prosident patriotically cultivated peace— how

While, bowever, the revolutionary
leaders greeted hiw with il bails to bis face,
shey did not the less diligently eontinue to
whet their awords bebind his back. Iwwense
military preperatious were wade, so that when
ilie mowent for striking at the Government of
the United States arrived, the revolutionary
Brates leaped into the coutest clad ia full. ar<
mor.

As if nothing should be wanting to darken
this page of bistory, the seceded States bavo
alvoady entered upoan the work of coufiseating
the debis due from their citizens to the Nortb!
and North West. The wiilious thus gained |
leasant sub:itute for
cornfully rejested.—
il probably succeed

T4 these coufiscations wi
“ou those of lands sad negroes owned by
tka gitigens of loyal States: and, indeed, the|
spprehension of this step is alresdy eadly
distarbing the fdelity of non-r?u:_lenf pro- |
prieters. Fortunaicly, bowever, ii:itmity of
faith, springing from such a caus, 18 DOY Jike-,
ly to be coutagious. The war_begun is Demy
prosecuted by the Coufederate Ststes 10 o
temper as fierce aud unsparing 88 that which
obaracterizes conflicts between the most hos- |
rile pations. Letters of maique and reprisal

| pcase cuuse for a dissolution of the Union,— | are being graoted to all who seek them, so

They were but too successful, and to this re-| that our cousts will scon swarm with these
| sult the insction and indecissinn of the Bor. | piratical cruisers, as the President bas prop-
| der States deplorably coutributed, When the | erly denonnced them. Kvery baccubier who
 election of Mr. Lincoln was sonounced, there | desires to rob American commerce upon the
i was rejoicing iu the streets of Charleston, and, | 0cesn can for the asking, obtain a warrent to
| doubtless, at other points in the South; for it | do s0, in the name of the nmew republic. To
| was believed by the conspirators that this bad | crown sll, large bodies of Iudiaus bave been
| brought a tide in the current of their machi- | mustered ivto the service of the revolutious-

rators. But what is the truth? Not only ac-
cordiag to the theory, but the actual practice
of the Governmen:, the Slave States have ever
been, and still are, io all respects, the peers
of tbe Free. Of the fourteen Presidents who
have been elected, seven were citizens of Slave
Statgs; and of the sevea remsining, three rep-
resented Southern priveiples, and received the
votes of tbe Southern people; so that, in cur
whole bistery, but four Presidents have been
chosen who can be claimed as the special cham~
piogs of the policy and principles of the Free
States, and even thess so oonly io & modified |
sense. Does this look as if the Scuth had |
ever been deprived of her egual share of the |
bonora and powers of the Govercment? The |
Supreme Court bas decided that the cit'z:ns |
of the Slave States canm, st will, take their |
slaves iuto all the Territories of the United |
States; aud shis decision, which has never been |
resisted or juterferred with in a single case, is ;
the law of the land, and the whole power of |
the Government is pleged to enforce it. That |
it will be loyally euforced by the preseut Ad- |
winistration, I entertsia uo doubt. A Repub- |
lican Congress, at the late session, orgau gzed

three ngw Territories, and ic the organic lew of |
veither was there iutroduced, or sptempted to

be introdused, the slightest restriction upon

ih2 rights of the Southern ewigrant to trung

Lis slaves with him. At this mowent, theres

fere—and I state it withou: qualification— there |
is not & Territory belongiug to the Uuited |
Scates iuto which the Svuihern prople may not |
introduce their slaves at pleasurs, and enjoy

there complete protection. Keatusky should

cousider ta1e great and vadenisble fact, before

which all the frothy rant of demsgogues snd

Disuuionists wust disappear sa 3 bauk of fog

before the wicd. But were it otherwise wnd

did a defect exist i our organis law, or in the

practical Adwinistraiion of the Guverument,

i reference to the rghis of Soutbern slave-

bolders in the 'Fercitories, stilt the quostion’
would be & were abstraction, sinee she laws of

climate forbid the establishment of 8layery in

such latitudes; and to destroy such instita-

tions as ours for such a cause, instead of pa-

tieatly tryicg to remove jt,would be litile short

of navionel insapity. It would be to bura the

bouse down over our

heads merely because
\bere 18 s leak in the 100f; to soutue the 'f‘.iP
io mideceean merely becauss there is & uil~
ference of vpioion among the erew ssto the
point of ihe ompass to which the vessel should
be steered; it would be, in Ffact, to apply the
koife to the throat instead of the oancer of the
patient.

But what remains? Though, spy the Dis-
unionists, the Fugiiive Siave Law is honeatly
enforced, .and tbough, under shelter of the
Supreme Court, we can take our Slaves inte

nations which would bear them cn to  victory.
The drama of Secession was now open, sad
State after State rupidly rushed out of the
Upion, and their members withdrew from .Con-
gress, The revolution was pressed oo with
tLis hot haste in order that no time shopld be
silowed for reaction in the Northern wind, or |
for any adjustment of the Slavery issues by
the action of Congress or of the State Legis-
latures. Had the Southern members contin-
ued in their seats, a satisfactery compromise
would, uo doubt have been arrunged and pass-
ed before the adjournment of Congress. As
it was, after their retirement, and after Uon-
gress had becowe Republican, an amepdment
to the Conscitation was adopted by a two-third
vote, declaring tbat Congress should uever
interfere with Slavery in the States, and de-
clariog, further, that this amendwent should
be irrevocable. Thas was falsified the elamor
so long and so imsidiously rung in the ears
«of the Southern people,that the abolition eof
Slavery in the States was tho oltimate aim of
the Republiean party. Bas even this amend-
ment, and all others whioh may be needed to
furnish the guaranties demanded, are now
defoated by the secession of eleven States,
which claiming to be out of the Uvion, will
refuse to vote upon, and ia effeot will vote
apinst auy proposals to wodify the Federal
Constitation. There are now thirty-four States
in the Confederacy, three-fourths of whick,
being tweaty-six, wast occar jau the adoptivn
of any amendmeut before it cap becowe @
partof the Coostitution; bat the S-cession of
eleven States leaves but twenty-ihree whose
vote ean possibly be seeured, waich is less
thep the eoustitutional number.

Thus we have the extraordinary sad dis.
oreditable spectacle of a revoluticn made by
certaiu States professedly on the ground that
guaranties for the safety of their iustitutions
are denied them, and it the rume time, jnstead
of cooperating with ubeir sister States, in ob-
taining these guarenties, they designedly as-
sume a bostile sttitade, snd thereby reunder
it constitutionslly imposaible to secure them.—
This profound diasimulation shows that it was
ot the safety of the Sosth but its severence
from the Confederasy which was soughbt from
the begiouiog. Cotempurary wigh and io some
instanoes preceeding these acts of Becession,
the greatest outrages were comuwitted 0pon
the Goveroment of the Uvited Ststes by the
States ongeged in them. Its foris, arsepals,

ry States, snd are sow oonspicuons in the ravks
of the Southern Army. A leading Nortb
Catolina jouroal, noting their stalwart fremes
and unerring marksmanship, observes, with
an cxultation positively fiendish, that they are
srm«d, not only, wi h the r:fle, but also with
the scalping knife and tomahawk

If Kentucky willing to lik her name in
history with the exocessesand crimes which have
sullied the Revolution at every step of its pro-
gress? Can sbe soil ber pure hauds with its
booty? She possesses the noblest heritage that
God has grauted to his children; is she prepar-
ed to barter it away for that miserable wess of
pottage, which the grutification of the unholy
ambiticn of ber public wen weuld briog to her
lips? Cau she without layiog ber face in the
dust for very shame, become a perticipatt in
the spoliation of the commerce off Ler aeigh-
bora and friends, by coutribuling ber wtar
hitherto so staiuless in its glory, to light the
corsair oo his way? Has the war-whoop,

80 died away in ber ears that she is willing to
take the red-handed savage to ber bosow as the
cbampion of her rights aud the representative of
ber spirit? Must tha not first forgot her own
beroio sons who perished, butohered aud scalp-

which used to startle the sleep of our froutiers, |

the Territoriea, yet the Northern people will

persist in discussing the institution of Slavery,

and therefore we willbreak up the Goveroment.

It is trae that Slavery has been very intem-

perately discussed at the North, sad it is

cqually true that until we bave an Asiatic des-

potism, crushiog out all freedom of speech

aud of the press, this disoussion will probably

contioue. [n this age snd country, inatitu-

tions, buman and divioe, are diseussed, and
g0 they ought to be: and ail that cannot besr
discussion must go to the wall, where they

ought to go. It is not pretended, however,
that the discussion of Slavery, which has been
cortinued in our country for more than forty
years, has in any manner .d sturbed or weak-
eued the foundatiwn of tho instiution. On

the contrary, we learn from the press of the
seceded States that their slaves were never
wore tranquil or obedient. Tbere are zealors

—happily few in number—been Noith and
South, whose language upon this subject is
slike extravagant and alike deserviog our cons
demnation. These who assert that Slavery
should be exterpated by the sword, snd those
wbe maintain the great mnjiwion of the
white man upon the earth to enslave the biack,
are not far apart in the folly sud atrosity of
their entertaioments.

vd, upon the disastrous field of Rairu?

sll who sre pressing it fopward, is the permas
nent dismemberment of the Conicderacy. The
dieam of reconstruction— used during the l+st
wioter as 3 lure to draw the hesitating or the
hopeful imito the movement—bas been formerly
abacdoned. If Kvotuoky separates herseif
frow the Union, it must be upon the basis that
the separation is to bo finel wnd eternal. Is
there ought in ‘the orgsuigation or sdministra-
tion of the Goveroment of the United States
to justify, on her part, an wet so solewp and
s0 perilous? Could the wisest of ber lawyers,
it called upon, find material for un indictwent
in aoy or in all the pages of the history of the
Reputlie? Could the wost lepronadipped of
its calumuinstors point to » single State or
Territory, or Gommunity or oitiz-m, that it bas
wronged or oppressed? It would be impossible.
So far sa the Slave States are conocerued, their
proteotivo bus been compless, and if it hap vut
been, it bas been the fuult of their ssatesmen,
who have bad the control of the Guverumens
since its foundstion.

The census returny show ibst during the

year 1860 tho Fugitivo Slave Luy was cXecia

The objeet of the revolation,ss avowed by |

|

{ Before proceeding further Kentacky should
: measure well the depth of the gulf she is ape
proaching, snd look well to the feet of ‘her
guides. Refore forsakiug a Union in which
bor pecpie have enjoyed such uminterropicg
and suoh boundless prosperit; ~gh4 should ask
berself, not once but many times, why do I go,
and where am I goin,? In view of what bas
been said, it would be difficult to apswer the
first branob of the inquiry, but to answer the
socond part is patent to all, as are the conse-
| quences which would follow the movement.
' 1o giving her great materia land mors] resour-

oes to the support of the Southern Confederany,
!:Kenmaky might proloog the desolating strug-
| gle that rebellions Btates are making to over-
throw a Governmeot which they beve only
kuowao in its blessiogs; but the triumph of the
Government would nevertheless be certain in
the end. She wonld sbendon s Goveroment
strong snd able to proteos ber, for one that
is weak, and that cootaips, in tho very ele-
wents of its life, the seeds of distrastion and
; early dissolution.

She would adopt; as sbe’

of publie opinion in the Scuth, promouaced
secession to be treason, snd pothing else, and
such was then the doctrine of Southern  states-
men. What was trae then is equally true -
pow. The prevalevee f this '

is mainly the fruit of that farce callad “State
rights,” which demagogues have been so leng
playing under tragie mask, avd which has
doune mora than all things else to unsctile the
foundations of the Republic, by estrsnging the
people from the Federal Goverument, »s ona to
be distrusted and resisted, instead of being,
what it is, ewpbatiesily their own oreatiou, &s
all times obedient to their will, and iz s
wisistrations the grandest rcflex of the great-
pess and beaefi-euce of popular powsr thas
bas ever cunpobled the history of currace.
Said Mr. Clay: « 1 owe a suprewe sliegiancs
to the General “Govern:ment, snd to my Stute
a subordinante oue.” Aud th's terse lnnguage
disposes of the whole copiroversy whieh has
arisen nut of the Secession wovement in regard
to the all-giance of the cit 2 -B. As the power of
the State and Faderal Governmenrs are in per-
fect harmony with each cther, so th-re can ba
no eonflict betwesa the allegiance due to them;
each while acting within she sphere of ity
coustitationsl authority, is entitied o be obey-
e_d; but when a Siate, lblowixlg off all consu-
tutional restraiuts, secks to destroy the Gen-
eral Government, 10 say that tts citizens ara
bound to fallow it ia this career of erime, aed
discard the suprems sllsgiunce thay ows to the
Goyerament assailed, is one of the :hellowest
sod most dangerous fallacies that Las ever
guiged credence among men.

Keotueky, ocupyiag & eentrod position in the
Union, is now psotectad’ (rom the scourge of
foreign war, howcver much it ravages may
was:.¢ the towns and oities upon our coasts, or
the commerce vpon our sess; but as a mewber
of the Southern Coufederacy, she wou'd be w
froptier Stute, snd ncoessarily the pietim of

“those border feuds sud cohflie's whiob bave be-

ecome proverbi:l in bistory alike for their
fierceness and [r quenoy. The people of il e
South now sleep quietly in their bads, whils
gvhen is n::.: home i;u‘m;unned and misgui

irginia is 0ot fillsd with the alirms, apd
oppresed by the lerrors j war. o the ?:ro
of thds aucieut Commonwealth, dragged ¢ the
altor of sacrifice by those who should have
stood between her bosom and every foe, Ken-
tacky may read her owo. No wondor, there-
fore, that she has been 50 coazingly besought
to upite her fortunes with those of the South,
and to lay down the bud of ber slivalrous
sous as & breastwork, bebind which tns Sawth-
erth pvv.-,','le way be sheltered, liven as attaeh-
ed to thy Southera Coofederacy, shs woald be
weak for all purposes of self protestion, as
compared with her present position. Bat amid
mutations incident to sueb a helpless and self-
disioiegrating league, Keutucky would proba-
bly soou fiud herself adhering to a mere frag-
went of the Confederacy, vr it may be stand-
ing entirely alone, in the presense of tiers of
free [3tates with populstions exceeding by
mauny wmillions ber own. Feeble Siates thus
separated from powerful and warlike neighbors
by ideul boundaries, Or by rivers ss easily
traversed as rivulets, are as insects that feed
upon tbe lion’s lip—liable at every moment
to be crushed. The recorded doom of wultt-
tudes of such has left us a warniug too solega
and impressive to be disregarded.

Kentucky now scarcely feels the goptribution:
she mukes to support the Governmeunt of the
United States, bat 38 8 memb:r of the South-
ern Uonfederacy, of whose polioy freestrade
will be a cardinal priveiple, she will be bar-
dened with dire.¢ tazation to the amonat of
douvle, or, it way be, triple or quadraple that
which she now pays iufo her tresswry. Sus
peradded to thie wili be required frem her
share of thoss vast outlays uescessary for
the crestion of a navy, the erection of forts
and custom houses along a froniisr of seversl
thousand wiles; snd for the wmaiutenansa of
that large staudiog army whioh will be indis.
pensible st ouce for that strocg military ohar-
acter which, it has been opealy avowed the
peoulisr institutions of .the South will izexyr
sbly dewaad, 2 '

l_icmuky now enjoys for her peenliar igat:}
tutien the protection of tne Fugitive Slave
Law, loysily enforeed by the G iieiewent,
sad 1t ig this. law, effvotive in its moral sgen-
ey iu preventing tne eccape of slaves, that
slobe saves that institution ia the Iorder
Siates from utter extiootion She csnuos
carry tbis law with her into the new Coufeds
eracy. She will virteally bave Cainada
brought to ber coors in the form of Free
States, whose population, relieyed gf all mor. }
and coostitutieoal obligstious to deliver vp
fagitive slaves, will staud with open srm ive
viting apd weloomiug thew, if uoed be, at the
poiut of the bayonei. Uuder such iufluepcer,
Slavery will perish rapidiy away ia Keotasky.
as & ball of soow would melt 0 a Sawwer’s
sun.

Keotucky, 1 her soul, sbhors the Afiiesa
slave trade, and turas away with wnapaaksble
horror snd loathiog frow $he red witais of
King Dabome:.  But althoagh this tr:ffi; h s
been tewp rarily iuterdicted by the seveced
States, it 18 well nndere ood Lhat this siep has
been taken 86 & mors u s sure of p licy fur the
zlo_lpou_ol Uspressing the Border States, aud

l,w of ber existence, the right ot Sevession—a
vight whioh bep po foundatin inj urisprudenes

|

soocibiating the Europesy powers. The
Bltiate legaiia tion of this deade by « Ropub-




