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Moultrie was suthorized to send word to Pre-
vost, that surrender upon his terms was de-
clined ; but offering, if he would appoint a
Cowmissioner to couter sbout terws, to send
one to meet him at such tiwe and place es

————-——— | Prevost wmight preseribe.
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South Carolina during the American
Revoiution.

The following remiviscences of the conduot |
of Souta Carclina during the fRevolutiovary |
war, we condense from two articles published |
in the colomps of u cotemporary. Beiog sus- |
taived by the record, they nre worthy of at-
tention. There are sowe noble nawes in the |
history of South Caroliva, such as those of |
Murion, Sumter, Moultric sud Laurens, but |
they were exceptions to their fellow-citizeus, |
bitterly proscribed and hunted down by a pope |
ulation smoug whow dissffection to the Aweri- |
can cause. aud attachment to Great Britain,
were as rife sy Scocssieuisin is now. There ix
“something u blood,” snd the traitors ot euc
gevelation wost wevally produce traitors in
Lie uext

I 1802 Gen. Mouitrie published two vol-
s ot “Mewoirs of the Awmerican Revolu-
, 50 far as it related to the States of North
snd South Carolina, sud Georgia,” &e. They
rhow why South Caroliva snd the whole eoun-
1y should be proud of bim ; and as clesrly,
why he awd the whole couniry were ashamed
{ uer.

When Prevost sppesred before Charleston,
v May, 1779, the Govervor snd Council were
i the town. Fiightened as they were, they
Lad sense cnough to appoint Moulrie 1o the

wmand of tha troops, but they were too far
gone to sustaiu hiw

I'le Governor (says Moulwrie) represented to me

: horrors of a storm. He told me the State's
veer (Col. Seuf) bud represented to hiw the
te be in & very weak state.  After some con-
ition, be proposed to me th: sending out a
to know what terms we could obtain. I told
I thought we eoltid stand against” the cnemy ;
tt [ did not think they could force the lines, and
aat 1 did not ehoose to. sond a flag in my name ;
(It be choose it, and would call the Council
. 7, I would send any message. They request-
“lme to send the following, which was delivered
¥ Mr. Kinloeh :

‘Gen. Moultrie, perceiving frow the motions of
‘Uurarmy that yoar intention is to besiege the
tovi, would be glad to know on what terms you

uld be dispoved to gran: a capitulation, should
¢ be inclined to capitulate.”

Vievost’s reply, which sbonnded in promises
o intended o be  kep?, was  given to the
buseruor, wher called & weeting of the Coun-
¢ty at which Moulirie, Pulaski, and Lsurens,
ere presont also.  The wilitary weo concurred
vising the civibaus tot to think of sur-
Tendering, sud  demonstrated that the enemwy
eli be beuten off ; one of these advisers had
ore the thing before. But the Governor
vl be wade to believe uothing whieh did
€0 10 vverrate the British power and dis-

| war.

rot
Parge that of Lis own country. Fually,
N

Gen. Moultrie says : -

When the question was carried for giving up the
town upon a neuirality, I will not say who was for
the question : but this I well remember, that Mr.
John Edwards, one of the Privy Council, a worthy
citizen and a very respectable merchant of Char-
leston, was so affected as to weep, and said:
«“What, are we to give up the town at last1”

The Governor and Council adjourned to Col
Beekman’s tent on the lines, at the gate. I sent
for Col. John Laurens from his house, to request
the favor he would carry a message from the Gov-
ernor and Couancil to Gen. Prevost; but when he
knew the purpose he begged to be excused from
carrying such a message ; that it was much against
his inclination ; that he would do anything to serve
his country, but he could not think of carrying
such a message as that! I then sent for Col. Mec.
Tutosh and requested he would go with Col. Roger
Smith, who was called on by the Governor with the
message. They both begged I would excuse them ;

| hoped aud requested I would get some other person.

I howcever pressed them into compliance, which
message was as follows :

i <] propose a neutrality during the war between
Great Britain and America and the question whether

| the State shall belong to Great Britain or remain one
| of the United Mates be determined by the treaty of
| peace between those two powers.”

Chief Justice Marshall, in bis Life of
Washington, thus chronicles this disgraceful

business :
The town was summoned to surrender, and the

| day was spent n senling and 1receiving flags. The
| neutrality of South Carelina, during th: war, leav-

ing the question, whether that Stule should finally be-
long to Great Britain or the Uniled Stales, ta be sct-
tled in the treaty of peace, was proposed by the

| garrison, and rejected by Prevost.

Ramsay, in his history, published in 1789,

| thus states the action of his own State :

Commissioners of the garrison were instructed
to propose a neutrality during the war between
Great Britain and Amecriea, and that lhe guesiion,
whether the Stale shall belong o Grea! Britain or re-
main one of the United States, be decided by the

| treaty of peace between these powers.

The British commanders refused this ad.

| vautageous offer, aileging that they had not
[ come in a legislative capacity, and insisted
| that, as the iuhabitsuts snd others were in

arws, they should surrender as prisoners of

Prof, Bowen, of Harvard, in bis Life of
Lineoln, (see Sparks’ Awesican Biography,)
remarks upon this ignowivious proposition.:
This i 1 dxm coms mf":b'"ﬁégth
cowmander of a militery garrison, in which case,

| of course, it would have been only nugatory ; the

Governor of the State, clothed with diseretionary
powers, was in the place, and probably most of Ins
Council along with him. W hether such a propo-
sition would have been justifiable under any eir-
cumstances, is a qnestion that need not be discus-
sed ; at any rate, it would not have evinced mach
bouorable or patnotic fecling. But to make such
an offer in the present case was conduct little short
of treason. Till within a fortnight; not an enemy’s
foot had pressed their ground ; and even now, the
British held no scrong position, had captured none
of their forts, and occupied only the little space ac-
tually covered by the army in front of the town.—
The garrisen equalled this army in strength, and
wight safely bid it defiance. No succors were at
hand for the British, while the cortain arrival of
Lineoln within a week would place them between
two fires. and muke their position emimently hazar

dous. Yet, whith these prospects before them,
the authorities of the place made a proposition
which was equivalent to.an offer from the State to

i veturn lo ils allegiance lo the British crown! The

transaction deserves particular notice here; because
the surrender of Charleston in the following year,
a surrender brought about by the prevalence of the
same unpatrivtic feeling, was made the ground of
some very unjust reflections upon the conduct of
Lincoln, their military commander.

This was South Carolina in 1779, and she
was as cowardly and selfish in 1780, as the
record proves,

Eorly iv the year 1780, Sir Heory Clinton
aud Vice Admiral Arbuthuot appearca before
Clunlestou, but it was oot uutil April that
they counnereed operations on the land withio
baif-a-wile of the Awerican works. The town
contained some two thousand regulars, and
wote than twice that number of miiitia aad
armed citizens, under the commasnd of Gen.
Liueoin.

Ou the 10ttr April, 1780, the British com-
wanders summoned Linceln tu surrender the
towu, whieh sumwons received st once tue fol-
lowing answer :

T'o Gen. Sir Heury Chuton ard Vice Admiral Ar-

buthnot, &c.

GEeENTLEMEN :—I have received your summons of
this date. Sixty days bave passed since it was
Kknown that your intentions against this town were
hostile, in which time has been affurded to abandon
it; Lut duty and inclination point to the propricty
of supporting it to the last extremity.

1 have the honor to be, &c.,
B. Lixcoux,
Commander in the South Department.

Cuarnes-Town, April 10, 1750.

Qo the 8th of May, another sumwons from
Sir Henry brought frow Liocoln an offer of
terws, which were rejécted; but the ‘‘wilitia
and gitizens’’ took the matier in hand, and,
only three days aftérward, Gen. Lincoln thus
asldressed Gen. Clinton :

Ts His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton.

Sir :—The same motive of humanity which in-
clined you to propose articles of cipitulation to
this garrison, induced me to offor those I had the
honor ot sending you on the 8th instant. They
then appeared to e such as I might proifer, and
you receive with honor te both parties. Your ex-
ceptions to them, as they principally concerned ths
militia and citizens, 1 then conceived were such as
could not be concurred with; but a recent applica-
tion from those peaple, wherein they express a willing-
ness to comply with them, nd a wish on my part to
lessen, as much as may be; the distresses of war to
individuals, lead me now to offer you my acceptance
of tbem.

I have the bonor to be, &ec.,
B. Laxcors.

Cuaries-Tows, May 11, 1780,

By the terwms of the surrcuder, the Conti-
ueutal troups were priscners of war, but
“THOSE PEOPLE” were prisoners oo parole.

Sir Heary Clinton, writing to Lord George
Germaine, one of bis Majesty’s principal See-
retaries of State, from ‘Head Quarters, Charles-
town, South Carolina, Juoe 4, 1780, says:

With the greatest pleasure, I further report to
your Lordsbip that the inhabitants from every

R

quarter repair to the detachments of the army, and
to this garrison. to declare their allegiance to the
King, and fo offer their services in arms 1n support
of his government. In wmany iuslavces, they have
brought prisoners their former oppressors or leaders;
and I may ventu:e to assert that there are few men
ia South Carolina who are not either our prisoners or
in arms with us.

. South Carolina has rot neglected to farnish
witoesses of her own to corroborate the state-
ments - of Sir Henry Clinton.  While he was
writing that letter, the patriots of Charleston
were writing such letters as this:

To their Excellencies, Sir HENRY Cuintoy, Kuight
of the Buth, General of His Majesty’s Forces, and
Marior Arpuranor, Esq., Vice Admiral of the
Blue, His Mayesty’s Commissioners io restore peace
aud good government in the several Colonies in re-
bellion in North America :

“Tus HumsLe ApprEss or Divirs INHABITANTS

OF CHARLES-TOWN :

¢‘The inhabitants of Charles Town, by the arti-
cles of capitulation, are declared prisoners on pa-
role; but we the underwritten, having every in
ducement to return to our allegiance, and ardently
hoping speedily to be re-admitted to the character
and condition of British subjects, take this oppor-
tunity of tendering to your excellencies our warm-
est congratulations on the restoration of this capi-
tol and province to their political connection with
the Crown and Government of Great Britain, an
event which will add lustre to yonr Excellencies’
characters, and, we trust, entitls you to the most
distinguishing wark of the Royal tavor. Although
the right of taxing America in Parliament excited
considerable feelings in the minds of the people of
this provinee, yet let it, with a religious adherence
to truth, be aflirmed, that that they did not enter-
tain the most distant thought of dissolving the
union which so happily subsisted between them and
their parent country; and when, in the progress of
that fatal controversy, THE DOCTRINE OF INDEPEND-
ENCY, WILICH ORIGINATED IN THE MORE NORTHERN
Covoxies, made its appearance Jmong us, OUR NA-
TURE REVOLTED AT THE IDEA, and we look buck
with the most painful regret on those convulsions
that gave existence to a power of subverting a Con-
stitution for which we always had, and ever shall
retain, the most profound veneration, and substi-
tuting in its stead A RANK DEMOCRACY, which,how-
ever carefully digested in theory, on being 1educed
into practice, has exhibited a system of tyraanic
domination only to be found among the uaecivilized
part of maokind, or in the history of the dark-and
barbggous ages of antiquity.

“We sincerely lament, that after the repeal of
those statutes which gave rise to the troublés in
America,the overtures made by His Majesty’s
Commissioners, frum time to time, were ‘not re-
garded by our late rulers. To this fat.] inattention
are to be attributed those calamities which nave
involved our coontry in a state of misery and ruin,
from which however we trust it will soon emerge,
by the wisdom and clememncy of his Majosty’s aus-
picious Government, and the inflacuce ot pruden-

‘tial laws, adoptud to the natare of the evils we lu-

bor under, and that the people will be restored to
those privileges, in the enjoyment whereof their
former felicity consisted.

‘‘Animated with these hopes, we entreat your
Excellency’s interposition, in assuring his Majesty,
that we shall glory in every occasion of manifest.
ing that zeal and affecticn for his person and Gov-

croment, with which gratitude can inspire a free | order.

and joyfal people.

«CuarLes-Towy, June 5, 1780,

John Wiagg,

Ww. Glian,

John Stopton,
John Rose,

W Greenwood,
Jacob Valk,
Rouvert Wilson,
Leonard Askew,
And McKensie,
Robert Lithgow,
Wm Wayne,
James G Williams,
James Ross,

Jobn Moncrief,
John Wells, Jr.
Allard Bellin,
John Wogner,
Jubn Ward Taylor,
Jock Holmes,
James Cook,

Chr Fitzsimmons,
John Davis,

Benj Baker, Sr.
Joun Fisher,
Charles Atkins,
Andrew Mitchull,
Farq McCollum,
George Adamson,
Alexander Smith,
James Megown,
William Davie,
James Duming,
John Spried,
William Nerveob,
John Daniel,

John Collum,
John Sunth,
Lewis Dutarque,
James McKiown,
William Burt,
John Watson,
Anuthony Montell,
James Lynch,
Guorge Grant,
Abraham Pearce,
Jolm Miot,

Fred Augustine,
Johu Webb,
Robert Williams,
Alexander Macbech,
John Robertson.
John Liber,

Hugh Rose,
Patrick Bower,
Toomas Todd,
Brian Foskie,
Thomas Eustace,
James Strickland,
William McKinney,
John Abercrombie,
David Bruce,
John Gray,
Thomas Dawson,
Thomas Winstanley,
Charles Ramadge,
William Bower,
Alexaunder Walker,
John Lyon,
Robert Phihp,
Robert Johuson,
Archibald Carson,
Ewmavuel Marshall,
Thomas Clary,
Thomas Hooper,
Ch. Sutter,
Robert Lindsey,
Tho. Richardson,
James Rack:,
Peter Dumont,
Tho. Saunders,
Ed, Luggee,
Henry Hardroff,
Aaron Locock,
Arch. Brown, |
Win. Russell,
Thomas Coram,
James Hartloy,
Andrew Thompson,

W, Valeutina,

Uhiistopher Willimaa,

D. Pendergrass,
Daniel Bell,

Eaw. Care,

Thos. Timms,
Thos. Buckle, Sr.,
Hopkias Price,
George Denholm,
Roger Brown,
Gideon Dupont,” jr,
Jer, Savage,
Andrew Reid;
Joseph Kingsby,
Alsx. Oliphant,
Paul Hawilton,
€h. Bouchomeau,
John Bary,
Daniel Boyne,
Peter Lambert,
Lenry Bookless,
Wm. idwards,
Thos. Buckle, jr.
Henry Ephram,
Jobhn Hartley,
James Carmichael,
Samuel Adawms,
Chr. Shutts,
David Taylor,
John Latoff,

John Gillsuoez,
John Barson,
Joseph Donavan; jr.
Nicholas Boden,
<ames McKensie,
Heury Walsh,
1saac Clarke,
John Darst,

Wm, Cameron,
John Russell,
John Bell,

John Hayes,
James McKie,
John McCail,
Michael Hubert,
Joseph Jones,
Henry Branton,
John Callagan,
John Kalph,
Samuel Bower,
George Young.
James Milligan,
Anthony Geaubeau,
William Smith,
James Robertson,
Michael Quin,
John Gornley,
Walter Rosewell,
Richard Dennis.
John W. G.bbs,
Benjamin Sinker,
Johu Bartels,
William Miller,
John Burges,
Thomas Hutchinson,
Thomas Else,
Alexander Harvey,
John Patiord,
Thomas Phepee,
Samuel Knight,
William Mills,
James Duncan,
Ja. Blackbura,
John Johuston,
Baauel Perry,
Geo. R. Williams,
Mattbias Hunkin,
Edm. Petrie,
Wra, Nisbett,
Geo. Cook,

Tho. Stewart,
Tho. Elliot,
Gilbert Chaiiaer,
Arch. Downs,
Alex. Jghnstone,
James Fagan,
James Bryant,
James Courtongue,

~

William Layton, Joseph Watt,
Nich Smith, John Cuple,
Andrew Stewart, James McLinachus,.
{ John Hartley, Wm. Jennings,
James Gillandeau, Patrick McKam,
Hugh Truir, Robert Beard,
I Coffere, Stephen Townshend,
Hugh Kirkham, James Snead,
W, Farrow, Ch. Burnham,
: m, Arisam, Robert Mclntosh,
i Tho: Deighton, Charles A. Simonds,
| Robest Paterson, G. Thompson,
| Jehn Parkinson, Isaac Lessennes,
| JohwLove, Isaac Manyeh,
' Alex. Ingles, Peter Procue,

| How many of the descendaats of these To-
ries Pow sport the blue cockade ?

When Baron De Kalb wet General Marion,

during the Revolution, he expressed his
swazoment that so many “South Carolinians
were runuing to take British protection.”—
Mariow’s explanation of the sourcs of Toryism
theu will answer very well to account for se-
cession aud its attendapt bluster to-day; it
Was:
The people of Carolina form two classes, the rich
and the poor. The poor are very poor; the rich,
who have slaves to do all their work, give them no
employment. Ussupported by the rich, they con-
tinue poor and low spirited. The little they getis
laid ofit in bramdy, not in books and newspapers;
henge they know nothing of the comparative bles-
siugs Of our country, nor of the dangers which
threatesn it; therefore they care nothing about it.
The rieh are generally very rich; afraid to stir lo#d
the British should burn their houses and carry off
their negroes.

The sircumstance that South Carolina con-
tributed little or nothing to acquire the inde-
pendevce of these States, uud wuch to “aid
and comfort” the ememy which resisted it,
gives lier no right now to attempt the subvor-
sion of it.

i‘orts_ i!l;‘nltrie and Sumier.

We subjoin the following description of Fort
Suwmter, the position which Major Anderson
now ociupme. It will be read with great in-
serest by our readers, owing to the excitement
now prevailing :

FORT SUMTER.

Fort Sumter, a work of solid masounry, oec-
tagonal in forw, pierced on the North, Kast,
and West sides with a le row of pert holes
for the heaviest guus, and ou the South or land

holed for musketry, stands o.the widdlaef the
barbor oo the edge of the ship choannel, and is
8sil to be bomb-prool. It is at present without
any regular garnson. There 18 a large force
of workmeu—sowre one¢ hundrod and fifty ia
all—busily employed in mounting the gnos an
| otherwise putting this great strategic pointin
The armament of Fort Sumpter ¢on-
| sists of 140 guns, many of thew beiug the for-
| midable ten-inch “Columbiads,” which throw
either shot or shell, and which bave a fearful
range. Quly a few of thuse are yet in position,
and the work of mouuting picses of this calibre
io the oasemates is necessarily a slow one.—
There is also a large awount of artillery stores,
copsisting of about 40,000 pounds of powder,
end a proportionate quantity of shot acd shell.
The workwen engaged bere sleep iu the fort
every night, owing to the waut of auy regular
communieation with the ey, The wharf or
landing is ou the south side, and is, of course,
exposed 10 a cross-fire frow all the openings ou
that side.

The Fort abandoned is thue described :

FORT MOULTRIE,

is-an inclosed water battery, having a froot on
the pouth, or water side, of about 300 feet, and
a depth of aboat 240 fect. It is built with
salient and reentering angles ou all sides, and
is adwirably adapted for defence, either from
the attack of & storming party or by regular
approaches.

The outer and inner walls are of brick, cap-
ped with stone, und filled in with earth, makiug
a solid wall fifteen or sixteen feet in thickness.
The work now in progress consists in eleaning
the sund from the walls; ditching it around,
and erectiug a glacis; closing up the postern-
gates in the east and west walls, and instead
cutting sally-ports, which lead iuto stroog out-
works on the soutbesast asd southwest angels,
in which twelve pounder howitzer guns will be
placed, enabling the garrison to sweep the ditch
on three sides with grape and canister. The
northwest sugle of the fort bas also been
strengthened by s bastivnette, to sustain the
, weight of & beavy gun which will command the
wain street of the island. The waiu entrance
bas slso been better secured, and a trap-door,
two feet square, eut 1n the door for ingress and
egress. At this time the beight of the wall,
trom the bottom of the ditch io the top of the
parspet is twenty feet. The ditch is frow twelve
1o tifteen feot wide ut the base, aund fifteen feet
deep. The natare of the soil would pot seem
to adwit of this depth being increased, quick«
sand baving beeu reached iu places.

'The work oun the south side is nearly finish-
! ed. The countersorap is substantially buils of
| plank, and spread with turf. Tbe glacis is also
| tinisbed. It ie cowposed of sand, and covered

with layers of loam and turf, all of which is
| kept firwly in place by thie addition of sectious
| of plaok nailed to uprights sunk in the sand,
! and crossing sach otuer at right angels, meking
| squares of ubout ten feot eash. The purpose
, ot the glacis, which is an inclined plaue, is to
| expose au attacking party to she fire of the guns,
{ which are so placed as to sweep it from the
1 orest of the counterserap to the edge of the
3 beach. Ua the north side, all the wooden gan
| cuses Lave been placed cluse together on the
{ ramparis, appsreutly for the ‘of secur-
|ing 1t aguinst o escalade, but” possibly ss a

serees for u battery of heavy guns. A good
| meny wen are engaged in clearing the ramparts
| of turd sod earth, for the purpose of putting
{ down a very ugly looking arrangement, which
; consists of strips of plank four wnches wide,
| ome inch sud a half thick, and six or eight feet
| Jong, sharpened at the point, snd nailed down,

side, in addition 1o openings for guns, loop-

80 as to project ubout three feet horizontally
from the rop of the walls.

A poticeable fact in the bastionettes, to which
we bave before alluded, is the haste in which
one of them has been built. The one vomple-
ted is formed of solid masonary. In eonstruct-
ing the other, however, a framework of plavk
has been substitated. Agaiust the inside of
this wooden outwork loose bricks bave been
placed. Both basticnettes are arwed with 2
small carronade aud & bowitzer pomnted later-
ally so as to command the whole intervening
woat by a eross fire.

CASTLE PINCKNEY,

'| i8 located on the southern extremity of a nar-

row slip of marsh land, which extends in a
northerly direction to Hog Island Chaopel.—
To the harbse side the so-called oastle presents
a circular front. i has never been considared
of much consequence as s fortress, although
its proximity to the oity would give it iwpor-
tauce, if properly armed aud garnsooed, From
Lasty observation we find that therc are sbout
15 gurs mounted on the parapet; the wajority
of them are eighteen and twenty-four pounders.
Some “Columbiads™ are, however, within the
walls. There are also supplies of powder, shot,
aud shell. * At preseut there is no garrison st
the post; the only residents are one or two
watchmen, who have charge cf the harbor light.
Sowe thirty or forty day laborers ere employed
repairing the cisterns and putting the place
generally in order.

PP ST

Declaration of ludependetfée of South
Carolina, done iu Convention, Dec.
24, 1860,

The State of South Carolins baving deter-
wived to resume her seperate and equal place
amoug nations, decs it due to herself, to the
rewmaiving United States of North America,
and to the vativns of the world that sbie should
declare the canses which have led to this act,

1o the year 1765, that portion of the Brit-
ish Kmpire embracing Great Britain undertook
to waske laws for the govervment of that
purtion composed of the thirteen Awericsn
Colonies. A struggle for the right of self-
governmeut ensued, whioh resulted ou the 4th
of July, 1776, in a Declaration by the Colo-
uics “that they are and of right ougat to be,
free and independent States, and thay as free
aud independent States they have full power
to levy war, couclude peace, contract alliances,
establish cvmwerce, and to do all other sots
end things which independent Siates mmy of
right do.”

They further solemaly ceclared that when-
ever any “form of government becowes de-
structive of the ends for which it was estab.
lished, it is the right of the people io alter or
abolist it, and to iustitut: a new geveroment,”
Deeming the Goverument of Great Britsin to |
bave become destructive of these ends, they |
declared that the colouies *are absolved from !
all aliegiance to the British “ Crowu, and that |
all political counectivn between thew aud the
States of Great Brituin is, and cught 10 be,
totally dissolved.”

In pursuance of this Declaration of Iade-
peudence, each of the thirteen States proceeded
to exeruise its scparate sovereignty ; adopted
for itself_a Covstitution snd appointed cfficers
for the adwinistration of government in all
its deparuments— legislative, execurive, and
Judicial. For purposes of defense, they united
their arws and their couasels ; aud, in 1778,
they eutered into a league koown as the Ar-
ticles of Couteration, whereby they agreed to
catrust the administration of their external
relations to a common agent, knowu as the
Congress of the United States, expressly de-
claring, wn the first artiele, ¢‘that each State
retains its sovereignty, freedom, and indepen-
deoce, uud every power, jurisdiction, and right
whisch is not, by this confederation, expressly
delegated to the Usited States in Congress as-
sembled.

Uuder this contederation the war of the
Revolution was carried on, and on the 81 of
September, 1783, tho coutest caded, and a
definite t-eaty wus sigued by Gread Britain, in
which she acknowledged the indepcndence of
the colenies iu the following terms :

ArticLe 1.-—His Britaonio Majesty ac-
knowledges the said United States, viz: New-
Hawpshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island
and Providence Plactations, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennaylvania, Delaware,
Maryland, Virgivia, North Carolisa, South
Carolina, and Georgia, to be free sovereign,
and independent States ; that he treats with
thew as such; and for hiwself, his beirs and
successors, relinquishes all claims to the gov-
ernment, property, and territorial rights of the
same and every part thereof.”

Thus was established the two great prinei-
ples asserted by the Colouies, namely, the
right of a State to goveru itself, and the righe
ot a people to abolish a governwent when it
becowes destructive of the euds for which it
was instituted. And concurrent with the
establishwout of these principles was the fact
that each Uolony became and was recognized
by the wother country as a free, sovereigo,
and independent State.

In 1787, deputies were appointed by the
States to revise the Articles of confederation,
and o the 17th September, 1787, these depu.-
ties recommended for the adoption of the States
the articles of union known as the Constitution
of the United States.

The parties to whom this Constitaiivn was
submitted were tho several soversign States.—
They were to sgree or disagree ; and when
nive of them agreed, the compact was to take
effect amoung those concurring, and the General:
Government, as the common agent, was then
to be invested with their authority.

If enly nine of the thirteen States bad con-
curred, the other four would have rewmaived as
they then wero—separate, sovereign States,

Conetitution.
not aceede to the Constitution until long after
it had gone into operation smong the other
eleven, and during that interval they exereised
the fuuetions of an independent nation.

By this Coostitution, certain  duties were
charged on the eseveral Htates, and the exerr
cise of certain of their powers restrained,’
which necessarily implied their contioued ex-
istence as sovereign States. But, toremovealt
doubt, an amendment was added, which de-
clared that the powers not delegited to the
Uuited States by the Coastitution, uor probib-
ited by it to the States,are reserved to the
States respectively, or to the people. - On 23d
May, 1788, South Carolina, by 4 convention of
her people, pussed an ordinance asseating to
tkis Constitution, and afterward altered her
own Coustitution, to conform herself to the ob-
ligations she had undertaken.

Thus was established, by compact  between
the States, a (iovernment, with defined objeets
and powers, liwited to the express words of
the grant, and to so mush more oaly as wae
necessary to exeoutn the power granted. This
limitation left the whele remaining wass of
power subjecu to the clause reserving it to the
Stutes or to the people, and rendered unveces-
sary any specification of reserved rights.

lished is subjeot to the two great principles as-
serted in the Declaration of Independence, and
we hold farther that the mode of its formation
subjects it to a third fundamental prineiple—
nawely, the law of compact. We maintain
that in every compact between two or more
parties the obligation is mutual-—that the fail-
ure of oue of the contracting parties to perforw
a materisl part of the agreewent entirely re-
leases the obligatious of the other, and that,
where no arbiter is provided, each party is re~
witted to his own judgment to determine the
fact of failure with all its consequences.

In the present case that faot is establisned
with certainty. We assert that fifteen of the
States buve deliberately refused for years
to fulfill their Constitutional obligstions, and
we refer to their own statutes for £

The Constitution ot the United = States, i
its 4tb article, provides as follows. e

*“No persen beld to service or labor in ong
State, under the laws _thereof, escaping i
another, shall, in_ conseg 7
rogulation therein,

claim of th
labor may be due.

This stipulation was so material to the com=
pact that without it that cowpaet would not
bave been made. The grouter nuruber of the
contracting parties held slaves, and the State
of Virginia had previously declarcd her esti-
mate of its value by waking it the condition of
her cossion of tue territory which now com-
poses the States norih of the Qhbio river.

The rame article of the Constitation stipu-
lates also for the rendition by the several
States of fugitives from justice frem the other

;“

| Stutes.

The General Government, 38 the common
ageut, passcd laws to carry into effect these
stipulitions of the States. For wany yoars
these laws were executed. But an inoreas-
ing bostility on the part of the Northern States
to the institution of Slavery, hasled to a disa
regard of their obligations, and the laws of
the General Government bave: ceased to effoot
the objects of the Constitution. The States
of Maive, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa-
ohusetts, Conpectiout, Rbode Island, New
York, Pennsylvania, Ilivois, Iudiana, Ohie,
Michigan, Wisconsin aod Iowa have enacted
laws which either nullify the acts of Congress
or render useless any attempt to executs them,
In many of these States the fugitive is dis-
charged frow the service of labor claimed, and
in none of them has the State Government
cowplied with the stipulation made in the Con-
stitution, The State of New Jersey, at an
early day, passed a law for the rendition of
fugitive siaves in conformity  with ber Consti-
tetional undertaking, but the current of anti-
slavery feeling has led her more recently to
euact laws which render 1noperative the rema-
dies provided by her own law and by the laws
of Uongress. Lo the State of New Yerk even
the right of traosit for a slave has been denied
by her tribunals, and the States of Qbio snd
lowa huve refused to surrendor to justice fu-
gitives oharged with murder and with_inciting
servile wsurrection in the Siate of Virgini.
Thus the Counstitutioual compucs bas been de-
liberately broken and disregarded by the non-
slaveholding States, and the consequence fols
lows that South Carolina is released from its
obligations. \

The ends for whioh this Coustitution was
frawed are declared by itself to be “to form a
wore perfect Union, cstablish justice, insure
dowestic tranquility, provide for the common
defense, protect the general welfare, and secure
tue blessings of liberty to ourselves and our
posterity.”

These euds it endoavored to accomplish bya
Federal Goverument, in which each State waa
recoguized as an equal, and bad separate con-
trol over its own institutions. The right of
property in slaves was recoguized by giving to
free persons distiuct politieal rights; by giving
them the right to regresent, and burdening them
with direct taxes for three-fiths of thewr elaves;
by saatborizing the iwportation of slaves for
twenty years, and by stipulating for the rondi-
tion of fugitives frem labor. .

We affirm that those ends for which this Gov-
srnment was iastituted have been defeatud, and
the Government itself has been made destruc-
tive of them by the action of the non-slave-
bolding States. Those States have assumed
the right of deciding upon the propriety of our
domestic institutions, sad have denied the rights
of property established in fifteon of the States,
and recoguized by the Constitution; they have

indepondent ‘of spy of ‘the provisiens of the:

they bave permitted the opon cstablishment

In fact, two of the States did

We hold that the Government thus estab-

denounced as sinful the institution of Slavery;

“f
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