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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE, this decision, one way or the other, will have been ; Butlet this trade ba ed, and what will be tjom by tb traoti arties. i iti i i = 2 ' <

l a forego:e Settinaice. | Mognwhids \be sotihsitant | effuet? "rl?::ra‘aln)m: :ffﬁpi'énim'i‘;.'bﬁ ncxfelnt, u*, y the coutraoting parties. This was not y British subjeots on the island of San Juan.”~ [ ask the earnest attention of Congress to the un

mony. |
D“\J:A - 1}

READ IN U. S. SENATE, TUESDAT,
BER 27TH, 1859,

zens of the Senatei.gnd House of Repre- |
seatafives :
Onr deep and bearticlt graitnde is due to that
chty Power whicl has bestowed upon us such
«d wnd nuworous biessings throughout the past
The general health of the country bhas been
ni 3 vur harvests bave been unusualiy plenii- |
i 'es tiroughout the lind,  In- |
demerits we have much |
epast e in our history. |
that we bave enjosed the protestion of Diviae Pro- |
videuce ever since our origin as anation. * We bave |
becn expo to many threateaing and alarming |
dificulties in‘our progress; but ow each successive |
occasion the inpending cloud Las been dissipated |
atb tiic mowment it appeared ready to busst upou l)ul‘i
head, and the danger to sur institutions has passed
" May we ever be under the Divine guidance
protecrion.

Whilst it is the duly of the President «from time |
o time to give to Congress information of the state
of tiic Union,”* I shall n ¢for in detail to the re- !
cent sad and bloody occurrences at Harper’s Ferry. |
Still, it is proper to observe that these cvents, !
however bad angd cruel in themsclves, derive their |
chief impottance from the apprehension that they |
are but symptoms of an incuravie disease in the
public miod, which may break out in still more |
dangerous culrages, and torminate at last in an open
wair by the North to alolish slavery in the South.— !
Whilst for myself I entertiin no such appreheusion,
they ouglit to afford a solemn warning to us all te |
beware of the appraach of dauger.- Uar Union is i
a stake of such inestimable value as to demaud our |
coustant and waicsind vigilance for its presesvation. |
In this view, 1ot me implore my countrymen, North |
and Soutnh, to cultivate the aucient feclings of mu- |
tual forbearance and good-will towards each other, |
and strive to allhy  thedeomon spirit of sectionai |
haired and strife now alive iuthe band.  This ad-
¥ice procoeds from the heart of an old public func- |
tionary whose service comimenced in the last gener-
ation, ameny the wise aad conscryvative statesmen
of that day, now pearly all passed away, and whosa
first and dearcst ecarthly wish is to leave his conntry
trarquil, prosperous, united and poweifl. i

We ought to reflect that in tais age, aud especially |

n this country, there is an iscossant flux and reflux
of public opiuion. Questious which in their day |
assumed a most threatening aspct, have now neur- |
Iy goae from the memory of men.
canocs burnt ont, and on the lata and ashes and |
squalid ecori@ ¢t old eruptions grow the peacefu! !
olive, the cheering vine, and the sustaining corn.”
Such, iz my opinien, will prove tu be the faie of !
sotonal excitement, should those who |
et to apply the remedy, continue always to |
coutine their efforts within the pale of the Constitu- s
i itz o be pivsuied, tie existing o gita-]

oy, like every-

uar

to

atreversics, Public
! powerful, and when it
upon any qnestion, the
i furnish the corrective
k within sate limits, Stili, to hasten
this suspicious result, at the present crisi-, we ought |
10 remeniber that every rational crextus be
vresumed to  ‘nteud the natural cousequenges of
GWa te

must

I'liose who announce abstiact
,f the Constitation and the
i bould toeir beated
ery and attempt by
' o praetical eff :ct.
ought never to be for-
gredl nay have Deen the
:sulting from the Union to

vers

ical edvantages
portion of ¢
piove to be asn
ive when they ¢
langer to the pe
rs of &

of {he people of fif- |
ederacy. It the peaee of
ghout these States should

ver ve invaded—if th

wothers of families withiu
this extensive regicn should not be abie to retirs to
yest at night withour sufiering dreadful appreben-

taat of

&

rions of what may be their own and
taeir ghiidren beiore the morning—it wou'd be vain
to recount to such a people the political benefits
whicl resnit to them from the Union,  Self

s the lirst instinct of nature ; and v

cser-

refore

t Hlarper’s Feiry, Ly caus-
¢ and reficet upon the possibie
iustitutions, will be the
ailaying the existing

wili 1esolve that the Cun-
sall not be endaugered by
Ruowing that, should the

en bowl be broken
could never reunite

ssilve

rash counsels, v
o

{
\
: ered and hostile fra nts, f tion sccuring to the States the right to admit the |
1 cordialiy congraiulate you upon tiwe final scttle. | it portativn of African Slaves previous to that poe-
supreme Couit of the United States of | riod.
of slavery ia i'crritories, which | According to the adverse co.strsetion, the
formidable at the | clruse itscif, on which so much care and discussion |

2au aspeet so
ommcncement ot o

y admivistration,
nes veen ¢ 3

teblishied «f citizen
kind, AVES,
'.V'_hmz;:!]‘,; cqualiy
racy, and ie haveit
tConstitution. N
iritorial scgislature nor any h
rity to anpul or imyg |
: supreme judicial {ribunal of the coun- |
s 4 co-ordinate bench of the Govern-
s sanctioned snd aflicmed  these principles |
titutivoal law, so nu
1 s0 well calculated to progque
rmony among the States. 1i is a stricing p
of the sepse oi justice which is inhereut in our pe

to take his

into

cr Cougress
man pow:
this veatec

pic, that the property in slaves has never been di:- | }

imued, 16 My koewicdge, in any of the Territories.
Even thyoughout the late troubles in Kausas there
Lius not been any attempt, as I 2 cre libly inform-
ed, to interfere, u 2 single instance, with the right

! Had any such attempt been made,
-iary wouid doubtless rave afforded an
equate remedy. Should they fail to do this
Dbereafter, it will then be time enough to 'x-:n.-ngtlu:u
their hands by further legislation. Had it been de-
1 that eithier Congiess or the territorial legisla- |

bt to property in slaves, the evil would be intol-
t 1n the latier event, there would be a strugs |

| quired to torm a State, t!
! regular manner, aad in the ex

They are ¢vol- |

| Consti-utioa were exposcd.

ufure outbreaxs ¢f 47

The right |

|
the |
to all States |
rutected there |
| Congress; because, bad it
i its efficient exercise would have been immpossible.—

nifestly just in them- |
peace and |

4
sof |

: : |
e posscss the power to apunul or impair the |

of the new Territory will proceed without serious |
interruption, and its progress and prosperity will where the African slave trade is openly tole
not be endaugered or retarded by violent poh!ical‘

straggles.

When in the progress of events the inhabitants of |

any Territory shall hav

the pepular sovereignty, to form a constitution

this has been doue, to employ the languag: of the
Kansas and Nebraska act, they <shall be reecived

! into the Union with or without slavery, as their

constitution may prescribz at the time of their ad-
nission.”’
recoguised, in some form or other, by an ulmost
unanimous vote of both
Sress.

ployed, and shall continue to
cute the laws against the African slave trade

coasts and a thorough investigation of the sabject
we have not been able to discover that auy sla

R

ercise of the rights of |

|
os |
have been imported into the United States except |

a neighboring island—the ounly spot now on €
and this in defiance of solemn treaties with a po!

abuudantly abundantly able at any moment to g
force their exocuiion.

slive traders.

provided for with care and humanity, and those ca-
an unfortunate change. The feeling of reciprocal

tween master and  slave, would be converted into

mployed, to exe- | mutuu! distrust and hostility.
AR
; ter a most carcful and rigorous examination of our

But we are obliged, as a Christiao and mor-

} al uation, to consider whai would be the effect

apon uchappy Afriea itself, if we should re-
opau the slave trade. This would give the

the cargo by the Wanderer, numbering between | trade an impulse asund extension, which it has

thrée and four hundred. Those engaged in this| paver had sven

unlawful enterprise have been rigorously pros.-cu-{ meroas vietims rcquired to bupply it wonld

ted ; but mot with as much success as their crimes
have deserved. A nuwber of them are still under
prosecution.

Our bistory proves that the Fathers of the Re-
publie, in advance of all others pations, condemned
the African slave trade. It was, notwithstanding,
deemed expedient by the framera of the Constitu-
tution to deprive Congress of the power to pronib-
it ¢-the migration or importation of such persons
as any of the Statesnow existing shall think prop-
er to admit’® ¢prior to the year onc thousand
eight hundred and eight.”

It will be s en that this restriction on the power
of Congress was confiued to such States only as
might think proper to admit ke imporfaiion of
slaves. It did not extend to other States or to
the trade carried on abroal. Accordingly, we flad
that so early as the 221 March, 1794, Congress pas-
sed an act imposing severe penaities aed puaish-
ments upon ecitizens aud vesidents of the Unftad
States who should engag: in this trade Lotween
foreign nations. The provisions of this act were
citended and eaforcgd by the act of 10th May,
1800,

Again: The States themselves had a cloar right
to waive the constitational privil:ge intended for
their beneflt, and to prohibit, by their own laws,
this trade at any time they thought proper previous
to 1808. Several of tacm cxercised this right be-
fore ihat period, and among them some contdining
the greatest num ber of slaves. This gave to Con-
gress the immediate powsr to act in regard to all
such Siates, decausy they themselves had removed |
the ¢ 3 Oongress

cougsitutions) barrier. decordingly

passed an act on 28th  February, 1808, <to prevent {

the importation of certain
States where, by the laws

is prohibit.d.”
African slaves

persons iato eertain
thereof, their admission |
In this manne

into the United States was, to a

great « xtent, probibited some years in adrance of |

1oU8.

s the yesr 1808 approched, Cougress dater-
wincd not to suffer tbis trade to exist even for a
after they had the power to abolish ite—
" March, 1807, they passed an aet to
cct «efrom and after the Ist day of January,

> pro ing the importation of Africaa
slaves into the United States. This was followed
by subscqnent acts of a similar character, to which

I need not

ples and

Such were the prinei
of our ancestors, nore
than fifty years ago i ia regard to the African slave
trade

Ii did not oceur to the revered patriots who had
been delegates to the Convention,and  afierwards
became m:mbers of Coi gress, that in passing these

' laws they had violated the Constitution which they

had framed with so much eare and  deliberation.—
They supposed that to prohibit Congress, in vx-
press terius, from exercising a epecific power be-
fore an appointed duay, necessarily iuvoived the
right to exercise thiz power after that day had ar-
rived,

It this wera not the case, the framers of the Con-
stitution Lad expended much labor in vain. Had
they imagined that Coungress would possess no pow-
er to prolubit tne trade either before oc after 1808,
they would not have taken so much care to protect
the States against the exercise of this power before
that period. Nay, more, they would not have
tachad such vast importance to this provision as to
have exciuded it from the possibility of future re-
peal or amendment, to which other p rtivns of the
It would, then, have
ceessary to engraft on tue fifth ar-
ticle of the Constitution, prescriving the mode of
its own futuro amendment, the proviso, ¢that, no
no amendment which may

t=

been wholly nnn

«ar one thonsand eight hundred and eight ghall in
any manner affect’’ the provision in the Consfitu-

had bLeen employed vy the members of the Conven-
tion, was an absolute necessity from the beginning,
and all that has since been done under it a wmere
usurp ition.

It was well and

wise to counfer this power om

been left to the States,

could have effectually con-
itself but

in that any one Stale
tinued the trade not only for

their will. And why? DBecause African slaves
when once brought within the lwmits of any vue
St in accordance with its laws, cannot practical-
xcluded from any other State where slavery
ists. Aad even if ail the States had separately
yassed laws prohibiting the importation of slaves,
these jaws would bave tailed of eifect 1or wunt of a

uaval foree to capture toe slaversand to guard the |
Such a force no State can employ in time | s
| thurities to observe, that throughout the whole

coasis.
of peace without the consent of Tongress.

These acts of Congress, it is believed, have,
with very rare and msignificant exceptions, ac-
complished tacir purpose. Fora period of more
than half x century there has been no  perceptible
addition to  the number of our domestic slaves.—
Duriug this period their advancement in civiliza-
tion has far surpassed that of any other portion of
the African race. The light and the blessings of
Churistianity have been e¢xtended-to them, and botn

r the importation ot'!

{ 27ih July.

| =l it
| Shanghai to state

e made prior to the |
| sent Lis
[ outain, in consequence of his very proper re
| fusal (o submit to the buwiliativg ¢erewonies
| required by the etiquette of this strange peo-

| bonor of Lis couutry.

for all the |
| other slave States, though never so much against

! form atPei~aang.
| take place ustil sitet the day prescribed by

in its palmiest days. The nu-
convert the whole slave eoast into a perfeet
Paodemomium, for which this country would
be beld responsible in the eyes _of both God
and man. Its petty tribss would then be con-
stantly engaged in predatory wars against each
other for the purpose of seizicg slaves to sup-
ply the American market. All bopes of Afri-
con civilization would thus be ended.

Oun the other haud, when & warket for Af-
rican slaves shall po louger be furpished in
Cuba, sud thus all the world be closed against
this trade, we may then indulge a reasonable
hope for the gradusl improvement of Afriea.
The ohief motive of war awong the tribes
will cease wherever thore is no louger any de-
wand for sluves. The resources of that fer-
sile but miserable coun‘ry might thea be de-
veloped by the haud of industry and afford
subjects for legitimaie foreign aud domestic
commerce. la this maguer Christiwnity und
civilization wmay gradually = penetrate the ex=
isting gloca. ; .

The wisdom of the coarse pursued by ihis
Government towards China bas been vindicated
by the event. Whilst we sustaived s peutral

ition in the war waged by Great Britsio aud

anve agiinst the  Ciluese entpire, 6ur late
wiuister, 10 obedience to bis instructious, ju-
diziously co-operated with the winisters of
tbe-e powers inall poaceful micusures to se-
cure by treaty the just conuessions demunded
by the iuteresis oi foreign comwerce. The
resalt is that satisfastory treaties have been
coucluded with Chiua by the respective winis-
ters of the United Siates, Great Britain,
i'vance aud Russia, Qur *“ircaty, or general
conveation of peace, aiwity, and comuwerce,’”’
with that empire was couciuded at Tiontein ou
the 18tk Juue, 1808, and was ratified by the
President, by and with the advice and conscut

of the Senate, on the 21st December following. |

Ua the 15th December, 1838, Joun E Ward,
& distinguished citiz'n of Georgia, was duly
commmissioned u8 Iovoy Lxtraocdisary and
Minister Plevipoteuitary to Clioa. He left
che Uuited States for the place of his destina-
tion on the Oth of February, 1859, bearing

{ with him the ratified copy ot this treaty, agd
{ arrived at Shanghai ou tbe 28tk May.
| theace be proceeded to Peking on the 16th

{'rown

June, Lut did not srrive io that city uatl the
Ac¢cordivg to be terwms of the
treaty the ratifications were to be exchanged
on or before the 18th Juune, 1859. This was
reudered impossible by reasous aud eveats be-
youd his contrel, not uecessary to detail; but
is due to the Chiuese suthorities at
that they slways assared
hiw that no advastage should be tuken ot the
delay, and this pledge has beep faithfully re-
deemed,

Qo the arrival of Mr. Ward at Peking, he
requested an sudieuee of the Ewmperor, to pre-
letter of eredence. This be did not

pls i apyproaching tbeir sovereign. Novecthe-
less, the laterviews ov this question wers cun-
ducted in the most {riendly spirit, aud with all
due regard to Lis personal feelings and the
When s preseatation to
his Majesty was found to be impessible, the
letter of credence from the President was re-
ceived with perticulur honors by Kweiliaug,
“the Emperor’s Prime Minister, and the sezond
mau io the Kwpire w the Muwperor himself.”
The ratifications of the treaty were afterwards,
on the 16th of August, exchanged io proper
As the exchange did oot

the treaty, it is deemed proper, before its pub-
lisation, again to submit it Lo the Seuate.
It i3 bue simple justice to the Chinese au-

trausaction, they appear to have acted in good
faith, snd in a frieadly spirit towards the Ugi~
tzd States. It is true this has been dove after
their own peeuliar fashion; but ws oughi e
regard with a lemen® eye the ancient customs
of an ewmpire datiug back for thousands of
vears, 5o far as this way be cousistent with ow
own national horor. Taoe couduet of our wiic-

15
Thete the master, iut'alf
reaciied the number re- ! npon present gain, extorts from the slave as much
will then proceed, ina ! lubor as his physical powers are eapabls of enduring.
—~knowing that, when death comes to his relief, ¢
his place can be sapplied at a price reduced to the |
preparatory to admission into the Union. After  lowest point by the competition of rival African [
Should this ever be the case in our
i country—which I do not deem possible-—the pres-
ent useful character of the domestic iustitution, |
, Wherein those too old and too young to work aro
This sound principle has happily beea |
| pable of ltbor are not overtasked, would undergo
Houses of the last Con- |
| depend.nee and attachment which now exist be-

All lawiul means at my comwand have been em- |

or a majority of the mcembers of the lcgislqlux'e | their moral and physic:l condition has been greatly | € : : -
ch saccessivo election, and the sacred rights | improved. ; i 57 ister on the vecusion has teccived my entie
wperty held under the Federal Constitution | Reopen the “M.P’ a.nfl‘u would be rlelhf:uit to -1.9- { npprob-lion.
o114 dopend for tho time Loing on tho TesMlL | temine Bt B st or v thonsof| 707 10 carry ou the apirt of tbs treny
spitati I > ) % o . : .
“'g(l):(m;l—lr::g::: tl;l;l.:-.tiinrrtl_?:::iruud, and its | tue native born slave. Of the evily lu‘ the master, | and to give 1t full elf:yct, it becawme neo_asaary
barefu) ivfluence would keep alive 2 dangerous ex- ‘ the one most to be dreaded would be the introduc- | to coucludo two n.appu.mcmul conveutivns—
eitcmens among the people of the several Siates. | tion of wild, heathen and xgnorur:v, b.\."lur’mns amuig | the cue tor the adjastinens sull satiafiction f'f
Thug has the status of a Territery, during the in- | the sober, orderly .'lwl( qg;;.t elaves, lw')‘"»*.t' ;ﬂceg': tho olaims uf our eitizens, sad the other o fix
il bece s S taAer & e orus bl i by the'| ‘A Il s ord sr;;ti‘]‘lbm“? ,l.u»m’: ! the tariff on iwports and exports, and 10 reg-
shali become 2 State, beeu irrevoeably fixed by the | This might tend to barbarize, demoralize, and exos- | e g - 3
Bual declsion oi the Supreme Court. Fortupate | perate the whole mass, and produce most deplora- ; alite UJJ' ".’lua.‘l ulle.:! {tud.trndc of vur e
Ll consequences. A 3 i chants with Cuina. This duty was satisfacto-
The effert upon the cxistiug slave would, if pos- | rily periormes by our lste wivister. 7
¢! sible, be still more deplorable. At present Leis| b5, 4 sdomprl Sl Rpesaloppramag . v
.| treatod with kindness and humanity. He i g '\.-“"' 105! Gate hapg
fed. well clothed, and not overworked. is con- | L.nw\:m.ber, __\508._
! dition is incomparatiy bettor than that of the cool- | tue }.é.m of binding agreswents subsidiag to
jes, which modern n.u'xuns_ot' bigh mnl'lz.:.unu h ths p.‘luei;ul treaty, and to be aviied At s
cmployed as a substitute for African siaves. Both |
tiie philanthrophy and the sell interest of the mas.
ter have comoiacd to produso this humans resuli—

bias this bees for the prosperity of the Tenitories, |
aswell as the tranquility of the States

wigrants {rowm the North and the South, the Eas
tio the

Now, |

ot

s West, will e

Yerritorics ona e

their own
.. m patural

will in caeh case scon'!
and before the Territory is |
&s a State into thc Usion

Having been cousidersd 1o !

deemed neocssary by the Uhivese, who nre al-
ready proceeding in good faith to earisfy the
ms ef our eitizens, and, it is hoped, to ear-
“out tho other provisions of the Conventions.
i I thought it was proper to subwit thew to
Seuate, by which they were ratified on the
March, 1859. The ratiied copies, how-
;did net reach Shangbai until after the de-
ture of our Minister to Pekin, and these
jonventious could not, therefore, be exchang-
at the same tiwe with tue prineipal treaty.
{0 doube is entertained that they will be rati-
&:hd exchanged by the Chinese Govsrnment,
should this be thought advisable; but, under
‘8 circumstacees presented, { shall consider
# binding engagements from their date on
both partics, aud cuuse them to be published

T'o prevent this, the Governor was instructed
*“tLat the officers of the Territory shouid ab-
stain from all acts on tbe disputed grounds
which are caleulated to provoke sny conflicts,
89 far as it can be douve without mplying the
concession to tho authorities of Great Britain
of an exclussve right over the premises. The
title ought to be setiled before either party
should attempt to exclude the other by foree,
or exercise cowpleto and cxclusive sovereign
rights within the fairly disputed limits.”

In acknowledging the receipt on the next day
of Mr. Marcy’s note, the British Minister ex-
pressed his eutire concurrence “in the propric-
ty of the course recommended ‘o the Gavernor
of Wasbington Territory by your (Mr. Marey’s)
instructions tc that officer,” and stating that he

a8 such for the informatien snd guidagcee of
our merchants trading with the  Chinese Km- |
*g affords we much satisfaction 1o isfurm you |
ha all dificulties with the Republic of Para- !
gudy bave been satisfactorily adjusted. It |
bappily did not become necessary 10 employ |
the force for this purpose which Congress had ;
placed at my command under their joiot reso- |
lation of 2d Juwe, 1858. Ou the  contrary, |
‘ths President of tbat Republic, in a friendiy |
spirit, acceded promptly (o tho just and redson- |
able demauds of the Goversment of the U..
States  Our Comanssioner arrived at Assump-
tighi, the capital of the Republic, on the 25th |
of davuary, 1852, and left it vn ths 17th of !
February, having in three weeks ably and sue- |

8afully aceowpiished all the objecis of Iy
jon. The (reaties which he has concluded |
will be imwediately subwitted to the Senate. !
1o the view that the ewployment of otaer |
that peaceful weaus wight become pecessary |
fo obtain “just satisfaction” from Paragaay, a |
strong uaval force was copeentrated in Lo was |
ters of the Ly Pluta to await o-mtinge:;ces,'
whilst our commissioner ascended the river to |
Assumption. The Navy Department is entitled |
to great credit for the prowploess, effiziency, !
sod econwy with which this cxpeditivn wus |
fittkd oot and couducied. lt ccnsisted of |
vintieen armed vessels, great and swmail, carrys |
iog 200 guns and 2,500 mee, ull under the
“cowmand of ‘hﬁ.nyu_ﬂ}_;od gallant Buabriek, |
The entice cxpenses of the expedition bave |
been defrayed out of the ordinary appropria- |
{ ions for the naval service, excepi the sum of |
| $289,000, spplied to the purchase of seven of |
| the stumers, constitating a part of it, under |
| the authority of the uaval appropriation act of
{ the 3d Mavch last. It is believed that tbese
steawsrs are worth wore thao their cost, zud
they are all now usetuliy snd actively employed
 in the naval service.
| & The appearance of so large a foree, fitted out
| in such a prompt maoner, iu the far distant wa-
ters of the La Plaia, aud the adwirable cou-
duct of tue officers aud wen employed w it,
Lave had a happy effect in favor of our coun-
4 try throughout all that remote portion of the
| world.

Qurrelatious with the great empires of France
aod Russia, as well as with all  other govern-
weuts on the continent of Kurope, unless we
way exoept that of Spuin, happily coatiaue to [
be of the wost fricudly character.

in my last annual message J preseated a state-
meut ot the uasausfectory condicou of our re-
laiions with Spain; and 1 regret to say that this
has not waterially improved.  Without special
reference o other claiws, even tle ¢Cuban
colaims,” the payment of which Las becu ably
urged by our mivisters and iu which more than
a bundred of our citizeas ara directly interest-
ed, remain uusatisfied, wvotwithstanding both
toeir justice and their  swmount (128,635 54)
had been recoguized and ascertained by the
Spanish goveroment itseif.

1 agsin recomwend that an appropristion be
wade %t be paid to the Spanish governwent
for the purposo of distribution among the clai-
wan's io the Awistad case.” Ion commou with
two of my pradecessors, 1 eatertain no douf:t
thit this i3 required by our treaty with Spain
lof the 27ui Oclober, 1790, The failure to
diseharge this obligation has been employed by |
the eabinet of Madrid as a reason against the |
! settlewent ot our elaims. i

I veed pot repeat the arguments which 1|
{ urged in my last avnual message in favor of |
| the acquisition of Cuba by fair purchase. M,
opivicns of that messure remain unchanged.
l 1, theeiore, again iuvite the serious atteuuon
of Cougress to this iwporiant subject. With-
out a recognition of this policy on tbeir part,
iv will be slwost impessible to institute negoti-
| ations with aoy reasonable prospeot of suc- |
| cess. |

Uutil-a recent period there was geod reason
to believo that I should be able to announce to
you oo the present ocoasion that our difficulties
with Great Britzin, arising out of the Clayton
and Sulwer treaty, bad been fiually sdjusted in
a manner alike honorable and eatisfuctory to
both parties. Krom causes, however, whioh the
British Government had uot auticipated, they
have not yet cumpleted treaty arrangements with
the repuolics of Houduras and Nicaragua, in
pursusnce of the nnderstanding between the two
govervments, 1t is, nevertbeless, coufidently
expeeted  that this goed work will ere long be
accomplished.

Winlst indulging the hope that o other sub-
ject remained which could disturb the good un-
derstanding between the twe countries, the ques-
tion arising out of the adverse ciaiws of the par~
ties to the lsland of San Jusu, under the Qre-
gon treaty of the 15th of Juve, 1846, sudden-
ly assumed a threatening promineunce. In or-
der 10 prevent unfortuoate collision o that re-
mote frontier, tho late Sccretary of State, on
the 17w July, 1835, addiessed a cote to Mr.
trampion, then British winister at Washington,
cownnunicating to hima vapy of the instinetivas

Terii-

July, to Gov, Stgvens, of Washmgton

| ing sheep.

own reasons for issuing the order to Uapt. Pick-
ett.

{ had ¢lost o time in transmitting a copy of that
document to the Governer General of British |
{ North America,” and had *“carnestly recom-

wended to bis Excellency to take snch measures

| s 10 him way appear besi caleslated to seoure,

on the pare of the British loeal authorities and
the inhabitants of the neighborhood of the line
10 que stion, the exercise of the same spirit of

bappy conditivn of that Licpublie.

The constituent Uongress of Mexico, which
adjourned en the 17th of February, 1857 adopt=
ed a Corstitution and provided for a popular
election.  This took place in the following July
(1857,) and Gen. Comonfort was chosen Presi-
dent, almost withont opposition. At the same
election 8 new Coagress was chosen whose first
session commwenced on the 16th of September,
(1857.) By the Constitution of 1857 the pres-
idential term was to begin on the first of De-
cember, {1857,) and continue for four years.
Ou that day Gen., Comonfors appeared before
the asscmbled Congress in the city of Mexico,
teok the oath te support ihe new Constitntion,
and was duly insugurated as President. With-
in a month afterwards he had been driven from
the Capitol, and a wmilitary rebellion had as-
signed the supreme power of the Republic to
Gen. Zaloasga. The Consiitution provided tiat
in the absence of the President bis office shou!d
devolye upen the Chiet Justice of the Supremo
Court, and. Gen. Cumonfort baving left the coun-
try this fucciionary, Geun. Juarez, proceed to

form at Guaoajuato, a cobstitutional govern-

forbearance which is inculeated by you (Mr. | ment. Before this was officially knowsn, how=

Marcy) oy the authorities and citizens of the
United Status,”

Thus matters remained upea the faic of this |
|

! cver, at the capilal, the goverowent of Zuloags

had Leen recognized by the entire diplomatio
corps, including the winister of the U. States,

arrangement until the Sch July last, when Gen. | as the de facfo governweat of Mezico. The

Harney paid a visit to the Island., He found
upon- it twenty-five American residents with
their fawilies, sud also an estatlishwent of the
Hudson’s Bay Company for the purpose of rais-
A sbort tiwe before bis arrival one
of these reridents had shiot su  apima! belong-
iug to the company, whiist trespassing upen his
premises, for wlich, however, be ordered to pay
twice 1ts value; but that w:s refused. Soon
after the ‘‘chicf factor of the company at Vieto-
ria, Mr. Dalles, son-in-law of Gov. Douglas,

; cawe to the Island in the British sloop-of-war |

Satellite, and threatencd to take “ftkis Ameri-
can (Me. Catler) by forea to Visloria, to aoswer
for tie trespass be bad commiitted. Tho Awer-
ican seized Lis rifle avd told Mr. Dulles if any
such attompt was wade be would kii! him on
the spot. The afiuir theu ended.”

Under these circumstsnces, the Americsn |

settlers  presented » petition to. the Geuerals
“through the Uuited States Inspector of Cus-
toms, Mr. Hubbs, to place a force upon the iss
land to proteci tuem trom the Indians as well
a8 the oppressive iuterferer:oe of the authorities
of the Hudson Bay Company at Victoria with
their rights as Awericau citizens.”’

ordered Capt. Geurge K. Pickett, Ninth lufan-

! . .. - ..
| stored to bis previous pesition.

‘ The Gen- :
€cul twmediately responded to this petition, and |

try, ““io establish bis cvmpany on Bellevue or

San Juaw Island, on sowe suitable position near |
the barbor, at the soutbeastern extremity.”’— | and idced necssary.
This order was prowptly obeyed, and a military !
poss was established at the place designated.— ‘
T'he foree was afterwards 1acreased su that oy |

the Last return the whole number of troops then |
on the islaud amounted, i the aggregate, 10 |
691 wen.

Whilst 1 do not deem it proper on the pres- |
eut occasiou to go forther iuto the subjeet, and |
discuss the waight whicl ought to be attached |
to the statemucuts of the British colonial au-
thorities, coutestiug the accuracy of the infor- |
mation on which the gallant General acted it |

was due to Lim that 1 should thus present his "

From these it is quite clear bis objeot was |
to prevent the British authorities on Vaucouvei’s
island from exercising jurisdictivn over Amor-
icaun recidents on the Island of Sau Juan, as
well as to protect them against the incursions of
the Indians.

Muchk excitement prevailed for some tiwe
throughout that region, and serivus daager of
scllision between the parties was apprehended.
The British had a large naval force in the vi-
cinity; und it is but an act of siwple justice to
the Admiral on that station to state that he
wisely and disereetly forbore to commit auy hos-
tile aot, but determined to refer the whole af-
fair to his Goveroment aud await their instrue-
tions.

This aspect of the watter, in wy opinion, de-
manded serious attestion. It would have been
a great calawity for both nations had they been
precipitated into  ac's of bostility wot on the
question of title to the island, but merely cou-
cerning what should be its coudition during the
intervening period whilst the two governments
might be employed in scitling the question to
which of tbew 1t belongs. For this reason Licu-
tenunt Geveral Scott was despatched on the 17th
September last to Washington Territory to take
immediate command of the U. States forces on
the Pacific coast shouid he deem this necessary.
The main object of Lis mission was to carry out
the spirit of the precautionary arrangement be-
tween the late Sceretary of State and the Brit-
1sh winsters, asud thus to preserve the peace
aud prevent collision betwego the British and
Auwerican autherities pendiug the negotiativus
between the two governments. Kntertaiii guo
doubt of the validity of our title, I need scarce-
ly add that, ic 2ny cveut, American citizens
were to be placed on a footing at lcast as fayor-
able as that of British subjects, it being under-
stood that Capt. Pickett’s company should re-
wain op the Island. Tuis proper to observe
tbat, considering tue distance from the scene
of action, and io ignerance of what might have
transpired on the spot before the Genoral’s ar-
rival, it was necessary te leave much to his dis-
cretion, and I am happy to state the event has
proven that this discretion could not bave been
wtrusted 10 more competent hands. (Greu. Seou
bas recently returned from bis wissicn, having
sucocessfully accomplished its objeots, and there
is no longer uny good reason to upprebend a
collision between the forces of the iwa coun~
tries during the pendency of the existing nego-

!
{
]
{

which he [Mr. Maroy] bad given, on tbe ldth tiztions.

1 regret to inform you that there has becn no

| ecution without delay, they do not provile for | tory, having s special reference to an *‘zrpre- {improvewect in the affsirs of Mexico sinee my

[ tbe suthorities.

any formal ratification or oxchange of ratifica- | hended coaddict between car eitizcos and the !Jast aunual message, and I am agaia obliged to

copstitaticnal President, mnovertbeless, main-
taived bis position with firmoess, and was soon
cstablished with his cabinet at Vera Cruz.—
Meonwhile, the government of Zuloaga was
earnestly resisted i many parts of the repub-
lic, and even in the capital, a portion of the
army having pronounced against it, its functions
were declared terminaied, and sp  assembly of
citizens was invited for the choice of a vew
President.  This assembly eleeted Gen. Mira-
mou, but that ¢fficer repudiaied the plan under
which he was chosen, and Zaloaga was thus ro-
He assumed 1t,
howerver, only to withdraw from it, and Mira-

| mon, having beeome, Ly Lis appoistment, ‘Pres-

ident Substitute,’ continues, with that title, st
the bead of the insurgent party.

1n my last anoual wessage I communicated
to Congress the circumstances under which the
late Minister of the Ubited Brates suspended
his official relations with the central govero-
ment, and withdrew from the country. It was
iwpess:ble to maintain friendly intercourse with
a goverawent like that at the capital, under
whose usurped authority wrongs were sonatsntly
comwitted, but never redressed. Had this
beeu au establisbed government, with its power
exteuding, by the consent of the people, over
the whole of Mexsico, a resort to hestilities
agaiost it would bave been quite justifisble,
But the couatry was a
prey to cival war; and it was hoped that the
success of the constitutional President might
lzad to s cendition of things less injurious to
tue United Statcs. This success became so
probable that, io Janaary last, I employed &
reliable sgent to visit Mexico, and repor: to
me the actual condition and prospects of ths
contending parties. In consequerce of bis re-
port, and from information which reached me
from other sourecs, favorable to the prospects
of the copstitutional cause, 1 feit justified
appointing a uew 1winister to Mexico, who
might cmbrace the ezrliest suitable opportunity
of restoring our diplowatic relations with thas
republic. For this purpose a distinguished
citizen of Maryland was selected, who pro-
ceeded on his wission on the 8tk of March
last, with discretionary authority to recoguize
the goverument of President Juarez, if on bis
arrival in Mexico he should find it eutitled to
such recogoition, according to the established
practice of the United States. On the Tth of
April following, Mr. McLane presented bis
credentials to President Juarez, having oo
hesitativo “4in prououncing the government of
Juarez to be the only existing government of
the Republie.” He was cordially received by
the authorities ai Vera Cruz, and they have
aver since manifested thie wost friendly dispo-
sitien towards the United States. Unbappily,
Lowever, the coustitutional governwens has nos
been able to establish its power over the whole’
repubiie. It is supporied by a large wajority
of the people end the States, bu: there are
importact parts of the country where it cawm
euforee no obedience. (Geueral Miramon main~
tains Limself at the capital, and in some of
the distant provinces there are military gover-
nors, who pay little respecs to decrees of eith-
er govercment, In the mean time the excesses
whici: always attend upon civil war in Mexico
are constantly recurring. Outrages of the
worst deseription are committed both upon per-
sons aud property. Thbere is scarcely any forar
of injury which has not been suffered by our
citizens io Mexico during the last jew yearss
We have been nowinally at peace with that re-
publio, but “¢sa far as the interests of our com-
weree of of our oitizens who have visited the
country us merchaats, shipwastsrs, or in other
capacities, are cotcerued, we might ss well
have been at wor.” Life has been insceure,
property uuprotected, sod trade iwpossitie, ex-
cept at u risk of loss which prudent men oan-
not be expected to ineur.  lwportaut coutracts,
involving large expenditures, eoterud inte by
the central governwment, have been set at de-
fiance by the local governwents. Peaccful
Americaa residents, ocoupying their rightful
possessions, have been suddenly expelled the
country ia defianee of treatics, ana by thc more
force of arbitrary power. Even the course of
justice has vt becn safe  frow conurcl, snd a
recent degree of Miramon perwi's the interven-
tion of Governmient i ali suits where either
party 18 a foreigrer. Veossels of the United
States Lave been seized without Jaw, snd 2 sone
sular officers who protested againat suok seigure
bas been Sned and imprisoned for disteapot to
Military contributions have
been levied in violation of every principle of
right, and the Awerican who resisted she law~
less dewaud has had bis property forcibly takes
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