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ment ; and the paper forwarded according-
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Letters addesssed to chie cditor must be
post paid.
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Lennsylvania Legistature.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
January 15, 1821.

The committee of ways and means res.
pectfully report :

That your committes in laying  befor
Yowa statement ol the fisances of the com™
suoliwealth, deem it unnccessaty to enter
into & minu.e detail of all the property be-

]f);fgmg to

the siate, or to attempt to put a
vpecific value upon it ; as this must depend
on circumsianees along, and forms uo data
oh which the legisliture can act with any
degree of cetaiity.

And mauy ofour resources, fiony which
we fermeny derived o cousiderable reven-
ne are now become either wholly unproduc-
tive, on'the revenue derived from it so di-
minishedsds to render it inconsiderable.

Your committee therefore have though
proper to confine themselves to thosc
l,rqh}chcs of the revenue which constitate
the active funds of the “state, on which ig
predicated the probable estitvate of tiie re-
ceipts at the treasury in the year 1821,

It would bave been gratifying to’ yom
committee to haye presented to you a more
favorable ‘ccount of our fiscal concerns,
but they conceive it 1o be their duty to you
@s wellas 1o their constituents (o state - the
facts without disguise. By a reference to
a letter tvom the Auditor General enclos-

It will be seeny that the estimate of the

e B T

ng a stalement adcompanying this report |
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March
fastis $530,000, the interest paid by the
1820 was $17,186 67

jfobe borrowed -under the act of

nmoawealth in

Oywing to the very liberal appropriations
wiich have been made to internai improve-
ments by former  fegislatures ; our funds
1ave been anticipated ; this with the great
diminution in varfous branches of our rev:
enue, arising from the general depression
of business has rendered it necessary to
|vesort to loans ; our annual income a few

1

-|years since was upwards of half a million ;

in the present year it is estimated at $258,
000 a sum Jittle more-than suflicient to de-
fray the annual expenses of government,

Yourcommittee wonld suerense

¥o8L tikepin.

[ priety of the legislaiure providing means

to pay annually the interest, and a  part of

the principal of the money due by the com-
monwealth as well as to supply the defi-
ciency of the present year.- This may be
done in one of three ways, cither by a loany
by a sale of bavk stock or by a tax. Should
it be thought advisable to enter upon a
general system of internalimprovement, it
will be the duty of the legislature to pro-
vide funds for that purpose.

And here your committee cannot for-
bear tonotice, that laige sums are due
to the commonwealth by individuals for
tands, which if collected would create a

fund for internal improvement, for the es
 tablishment of free schools; the endowment
ol colleges, or other useful purposcs ;
swhether any more efficient measures could
be adopted to compel payment will be for
you tojudge. .
Should the bill for the reduction of sal-

laries be carried into effect it will produce

‘{a saving to the state of a sum nearly suffi-

cient to pay the interest on existing loans.

It will be seen by a reference to the ex-
penditures of last year that our militia sys-
tem is expensive.

Your committee would suggest the pro-
priety of abolishing such officers as could
without inconvenience be dispensed with ;
Ivis worthy of inquiry whether the duties
of the Adjutant General could not be per-
formed by the secretary of the common-
wealth without much difficulty or any ad-
ditional expense,

Auditor General’s office 11th Jan. 1821,

probable feceipts at the treasury in the year|

1821 are $258,500, and the probable de-
gnands in tho same year (exclusive of ap-
Ppropriations ) ave estimated at 25 1,200 leav-
ing a balance in'the treasury of $7,300,
The estimate of the probable demands
¥or the same vear on account of appropria-
tons, andbalances of approprjations unpaid
on the 30th. of November fast, the interest
(\ncxis*th')g foans, and such as may be madc
to meet the deficiencics of the year 1821,
*moums to 8226:147 M cents,
' Deduct from tﬁ;_; $7,3000 the surplus
revenugof 1821, and §50,000 which
mains o be borrowed under the agt of

re-

1'.1;\‘&;[,"]8‘:2'3, together with a balance re-
ma':t-)-ing:at}:‘}tlfc treasury on the lIst of Dec.
1820, and 1t wiikleave a L‘:,.E;any of $i41,
447 46 cents.

it will be ne.

c*s:'r_\' Lo reserve in the easury to meet
N 1 . v

contingencies, and there ren the sum
of 161,477 46 cents to be provided for un-

der exis g laws.

commonwealth

loans, including the 850,006 which remain

SIR,—Agrecably to the request of the

(committee of ways and means, I respect-

|fully submit for their consideration the en-

closed statement. I shall have pieasure in
|aidi g the views of the commuttee by af-|

' ng all the information I possess ; you|

will therefore call on me as you progress

i your views for such explanations as may

appear (o be necessary in relation te our

fiscal operations, )
Very respectfully, sir your most ob., ser.|
GEO. BRYAN.

Joseph Lawrence, Esquire,

Chairman of committee of ways &' means,
ESTIMATE,

Qf the firobable demands on the State Trea-
surysjfur the year 1821, on account of afi
fofiriations and balances of affuropivia-
tions unpaid on the 30tk of Now. 1820,

Tarnpike roads, &c. $150,000

Philadeiphia prison )|

Peuctentiary near Pittsburg, = . 3,14

Mate Capitol,

interest on existing loans and on
suct as may be made to meet

deficiencies of 1831,

35,000

Dollars 226,147 57

1Deduct probable sur-
plus revenuc of 1821
per siatement sent to
the house of represen-
tatives, the 6th inst.

Of the loan authorised
by the act of the 28th
March, 1820, there re-
mains to be borrowed,

Balance in the Treasury,
Ist-Dec. 1820,

87,300

50,000

27,3€0. 91

Probable deficiency of 1821,
under existing laws,

I am of opinion that it would
be proper to reserve in the
treasury to mect contingen=
cies, about

B144,477 46

90,000
Amount to be provided for the
ear 1821, sunder existipe
il e Q161,477 46
“GEO. BRYAN, A. G.
Wednesday January 17.
PETITIONS.

Mr. Sturgeon presented a petition from

inhabitants of Fayette county, for erection
of a poor house.

Mr. Dorrance from New Milford and
Bridgewuter turnpike company for aid.

Mr. Rohrer a remonstrance from inhab-
itants of Lancaster county, against restrict-
ing magistrates.

Mr: Jenks a memorial from the inquest
of Bucks county for reduction of fees and
salaries.

Mr. Good, 3 petitions from citizens of
Berks county for a law to erect a poor-house
—1éfe1red to the members of said county.

Mr. Crotks,irom inhabitants of Frankiin

teounty {o: a loan oifice.

Mr. Brackcnrldge from President and

pike company, for additional appropria-

84,669 91

Secretary of the Pittsburg and Butler turn-

teration in the law relaive to reviyal of
judgments,

Mr. Withers, remonstrace fiom inhabite
ants of Lancaster county, against a law ta
regulate the practice of medicine.

Mr. Rees, from inhabitants of Schuyltill
coltuty, against restricting the jurisdiction
of justices of the peace.

i - Mr. Orr, a similar petition from Arme

istrong county.

Mr. Rees, Mr- Hanna. and Mr. Calwelly
ipresented a number of petitions for uniting
the waters of the Susquehanna, and Schuyl«
kil by canal navigation,

Mr. Dimmick, 3 petitions, fiom inhabita
ants of Northampton, Wayne, and Pike, for
a loapoflice.
Mr. Mitchell, from 99th regiment, P. M,
for authority to hold company elcctions, o
elect their ficld officers.
Reprorts of Commiltees.

Mr* Keunedy from commiitce on loant
office, made report, which was readgand
laid on the table.
A number of petitions were presented on
various subjects alveady before commit-
tees, ‘

Monday Jan. 22.

PETITIONS,
Mr. Wilson Smith presented two peti-
tions, one from Ebenezer Eldridge, and
ione from Philip Kennedy, old soldiers for
ald.  Several others of a similar npature
were referred.

Mr. Connelly, from Mgreer, for aid to a
turnpike voad, from Mercer to B;avcx'.“

Mt Storm, from York and Adams coune
ties ; for authority to raise money by lettery
to finish a church,

tions. ;
M;. Cassat from inhabitants of Adams
county for a.law (o prevent sheriff's and con-
stables from taking property of surgties, in
execution, while the principal has any prop-
erty to be got at.
Mr. Livingston from inhabitants of
Chanceford townéhip, York county, for a
new elcction district,—~to elect at the
* Globe” tavern.
Mr. Hanna, from inhabitants of Ly-
coming county 1for a bridge over Pinc
Creck. ;

Mr: Wm. Smyth from inhabitants of
“entre county, remounstrating against a faw
to regulate the practice of medicine.

Mr. Connely, from inhabitants of War-
ren county, for aid to erect public buildings

{in said county.

dam to view the works on Friday next.

Mr. Rohrer, from Martic township,
Lancaster county, to change the place of]
holding elcctions.

Mr. Estep obtained leave from the com-
mittee appointed on‘the subject of Hopkins’

Mr. Lawrence called fora second read.
ing of a resolution, offered by him; some
time ago, to concert measures for the call
of a convention, to alter the constitution
Passed, and a committee of seven to be ap-
pointed, and appear on the journal, to-mor-
row morning | Committee—Lawrence.
Anderson, Estep, Emlen, Leiper; Wurtz'
Gilleland ]

Friday January 19,

Messrs. Jones and Herrington obtained

leave of absence for a few days.
PETITIONS,

Mr. Fry 6 petitions from mhabitants of
Perry county, for changing the scat of jus-
ice.

Mr. Kennedy, from Northampton county
against restricting magistrates, in ciyil
cases,

Mr. M’Cullough, two remonstrances;
{from Lancaster county om the same subd
‘jcr;l.

Mr. Dimmick, from Wayne county, for

a revision and continuance of the appraise-~
[ment law.

Mr. Robbins, 5 petitions from Master
Bakers of Philadelphia for a law to pres<
vent baking bread and dinners on the Sab-
bath.

Mr. Livingsten, from York county, for &
reduction of interest, cn moncy due the state
for lands.

Mr. Lawrence was appointed on the
committee on the penetentiary system, in
place of Mr. Wilkins, resigned,

Mr. Magill from inhabitants of Green-
wood township Mifflin county remcnstrat-
ing against being attached to Perry couns
ty.

Mr. Roberts, a remonstrance from Wash-
ington county, against a new county.

Mr. Wierman, from inhabitants of Ad-
ams county, for altcration in the law rela-
tive to bastardy—referred to committee on
vice and immorality.

Mr. Mitchell, from Indiana, that the
bounty’ for wolf scalps may be reduced
fiom 1210 8 doilars.

On motion of Mr. Dimmick the North4
mpton county members, were added to the
committee on the fisheriss i the Dejg<
ware,

Mr, Piper, from John Bell, pras ing thap

Auditor General be authorised to scttls

his accounts

" * - . )i
Mr. Cortright from inhabitants of Ta«

Mr, Hunty from Chester county, for al-|

zerne county; for aid (0 a road frem Mijiford
(o Wilksbarre.




