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Pennsyloania Legislature.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVLS.
Wednesday £eb. 16.

Mze. Ranpart made the following re-
: ."lzh'e committee of the house of repre-
sentatives to whom on  the 8th day of De-
ccmb‘ct‘ 1819, was relerred the petition
from sundry citizens of this commonywealth.
prayiog fov an inguity into the conduct ol
the governor, MAKE REroRT :—

( Concluded from our last.)

8th CHARGE.

“ That the goverpor cm'ruv.n'ly is.juc'l a com-
mission, on the express 1;()!\(\.”'\ n - that the per-
son therein named should, _h'mn time to time,
pay over a certain portion of the fees (o another
pc' son, 10 whom the governor was under pecu-
niary obligations.” & - :

Upon the examination of }Ins c]‘mrge_, three
Snguiries arise: 1st. Who is the individual to
whem it 18 alledged the governor was under
¢ pecuniary obligations *? MR :

2d. Did these * pecuiary obligations” in reali-
Ly exist ?
Ll ANnd3d ‘
er eypressor imetied, upon which a comnnssion
assued.

Judging from what passed in the j
the committee and from the avowels a .d‘ explan-
ations given by the counsel of the petitioners,
the late Alexander Wilson is here meuant as the
Pperson to whom the governor wus lxult)t-l' thiese
alledged ¢ pecuniary obligations ;> such obligi-
tions as would iuduce a goverior of this com-
monwealth to lose sight ot his oath (_)t. othce 5 to
abandon all claims o moral and political inieg -
, and to become the corrupt perpetrator of a
high cvime and misdemzanor in office !

A detail of the acquaintance and co
it can be sv called, ich existed Letween the
governor and Alexander Wilson, will .xi.mw
muuch tight upon the'second branch of the g -
1y and enable the  hose of representatives  to
Judge of the existerce of these  pecunic
gations.” ;
it Their acquaintance was f()rmcd and then
friendship matured, by the oceupation of Alex 3
ander Wilson as chicfclerk in the “”"",'\m‘,y of
this state, whilst the governor was at the head
of that department, In the hope' of obtaini
from the skill of an emiment physician of Phils
delphia, a restoration to healthy, Mr. Wilson
moved to that city in October, 1617, Upon pa
Ing with an old acquaiadnce, and one certainly
wot in affluence, and of very reduced health,
William Findlay, probably tlien the governor

0bli-

Wias there a corrupt condition, eitl)- official nets be sie

sence of | selves |hcy only indice

rection if} ] 2 ;
{the removal of capt. Hawkes from the.station ot
A

Mr. Wilson, who w2s then in his last illness.
T'he messenger regurned with the money to Mr
“nen et o el the declarution of M. \1-"\54"“
that he had received 1t ‘some time before to
take up the note.

Here is acondensed
evidence adduced by
their allegation of ¢ pecuniary obl
part of the governor, towards Al
What does it amount to? Y comtnittee are
at a loss to discover in it any ng more thah
those common features whieh distinguish oc-
currences of the kind between friends and a
quaintances. Do the expressions of friendship
;:m-nml to an :cc.*\nu\\'lulgcm;-hl o7 e pecuniary
obligations 2 Does not the ‘avowal of generous
feelingsand a (lxﬂ)usr\mx} to 31:§'&':f ;mul:‘. riend,
sinking under an incurable malady, and go
o a x"(‘siv{(;n(:&: amongst strangers, evince any
particular or * pecuaiary vbligation 27

But from these private and ordinary transac-
tions draw, for & moment the conclusian, thai
the ‘alleged ¢ pecuniary (/b/fg:zfi()!m Yodid  exist

view of the whole of the
]n'lil’l‘»llt‘!'&, 1o sustain
[ tions” an the
der Walson

\ private oficncé or a public crime 15 theie alio
to be found ? Are not all men whether in pul-
? d )

lic or private lite, not merely liable, but entiti-d,
y incur obligations of intercst, afiection or
friendship ? Is itmot a personal right, as well a
common’ fyiting, of which official promotion
yot deprive the individual ? if,
Poly influencd By ghie

itions thus mecuridd, then would there be ground
of accusation and condernation ; buy, in them
te the excercise of priv-
lileges, which no laws founded upon a j ‘st atten-
| tion tn freedom, can ever desiroy, R
{flections lead your committee to “ the third in-
;:/uil 7 arvising under this charge, and into an ex-
ammation of the facts covhetted with the ap
{ pointment of captain Caleb Earl, as harbor mas-
{ter of the aity of Philadeiphia; forit is pretend
{ed that the c}!rrup; condition of paying over a
f;;m'lmn of the feces 1o Alexander ilson, was
annexed to thut appomtment.

Shortly after the election of the governor,

{harbor«master of Philadelphia, was  stroa
)

fucged upon him, and captain Caleb Earl, a1
wan of great worth, and in indigent!

d ger
fetreumstanc
](‘l'&\,()l'

, was recommended as the sue

ge to Liverpool.
ihis d

“nar

capt.. Hawkes visited the governor at

informed him of the circumstoncs

t-;uf captain Karl having sailed for Europe solicted |

{the appoiniment and received it.

does it follow as a matter ot ('()«Al'S.,{ﬂ:\ﬁl either

Pending the application, and uncertain |
ofits result, capt- Earl. in April 1818, accepted
{the command of avessel, und sailed upon a voy-
Within a day or two after
¢y bis commission as harbor-master
:ached Philedelphia.  In this situation of the

Jave amogg

ftad to 14 or 75 doilars.

es as b deoly
lied abSutthe 12(h of Febtuary, 1819, Imme-
liately after his ‘death captain Barl paid to his

:nded.

vhose inflexible integrity (1s admitted by all,
emphatically declareds that the arrs
was nade by him solely té oblige his valuahle
viend, Gustayus Conynglam, who happencd
also, to be the friend of :\}_l Wilson ; that he
was not induced to make ft by the prospect of
e commission, nor by 4uy cowsideration for
Alexander Wilson : that, kt the time be did not
viewit as having any influgnce upon his appoint-
mient: that the governor, Jn his personal inter-

Alexander Wilson, and hid nothing to do with
e airangement, and thit thicre were no pains
akenio keep it a secret,

It is also worthy of'n{murk, as negativing the
suppused influcnce of MNexander Wilson in the
procurement of the coimission, that his letter,
written on the 12th or /14th of September, 1818,
recommending captaip Eurl, must have lain upon
the table of the govérnor without effect ofgr
the commission did id issue until  early i*the
month of Novefnber toliowing, and not until
ier the second petition, accompanied by orp
vite fette L id the certificate aiready mentiots
ed,wresistibly called upon the  executive {0 be-
stow the conimission upon Captain Earel,

Here, then,is the whole transaction ; a traps-
action unequivocally proved 1o have proceded
xclusively fiom the gratcful feeliigs of captain
| Earl towards bis friend and benefactor, Gustavus

{ Conyngham

Your committee look in vain fo
{the cvidence of a corrupt interference on the
i part of the governor. Where is the slightest
| provl tiat the commission issued under any res-
i tricrion unlawfuil s imposed by the governory with
laview to relieve hiwself from *¢ pecuniary obli-
{ gation 1 Cda it be possible that a chief nagis-
trate of Pennsylvania would prostitute his office
tor the paltry purpose of securing a few dotlars to
{ an obscure and dying individual ? Hus that day
arrived in Pennsylvania, wlen even tle harbor
(master at Philadelphia cannot receive his cum-
Lmission, without the fees of a singi
son becoining a
how proneto distort facts and faucy the exis
tence of public“evil must that immagination be
| which could see in this transaction an honorble
man Jike captain
revolution, ¢
instrun

winter seu-
temptation to public crime!

"

Conynghiam, 4 soldier of the
nd becoming the tainted

L]
f
tolanother, in nzgotiatin

an express

Condinw,

forsuch & petty consideration !

| With this unvarvisiied expodition of the affair

In September foilowing captain Barl retarned ©f captain Earl and  Alexander Wilson, what

1, by theadvice of bis powerful {riends, re./'PPrejudicec man will not unite in opinion with

1 n Tt : ) 1 >
2 3 3 o, 8 Fasse yoemie R ol f thie comimiitee, that gt unfolds no wmanaer of
«lect, gave him a common letter of introduction|vived Lis application, and waited upon the 897 g ¥

to Mi. John Humes of that city , the only lctier

lernor in person at I rrisburg.  In his conver.

~ Ath Lide TR IR TR Py %
of thekind, as fur as appears from the testimo- ! sation with him, the governor acknowledged that

ny, that he carried with iim.  Mr Humes testi-
died thut this letter coutained werely 4 requcst,
zhat he would endeavor to get Mr. Wilson a si

wation as a clerk, and ‘nothing more than the |

customary language up\:n;.g makiy, & request of
ghe kivd.
Jumes Graham. who becane the agent of the

. i
widow of Alexander Wilson and had thereby|

access to his papers, found amongst them
ters with the signature ofthe goverior subsc
ed, wriften hefore and subsequently, to his
election,  These letters contamed expressions
of friendship and a willingness to seive and to
oblige
other papers bearing
Jay, whichinduced him tgbelieve that the gov-
ernor was indebted to the deceased. However
wpon further inguiry and examination, and &
(\I;rr. kpnh(l('n(‘(-' : th the governory  conn (‘ud
with the declayation of the
was due to her husbahd, this impression of M

! mended,

im. Mr. Gralium also saw notes and|

'his recommendation was a very strong one, and
ithat captain. Hawkes was also, hig

iy recom-
In this interview, capt. Earl had but
little conversation with the givernor, and ve-
turned again o Philadelnhia without any furiher

guilt or fault on the purt of the governor ?
; Having thus disposed of all the express
(toners, your commitice will procecd 1o in
(vustigate the pe maining one, which was
tbrought forward, without any previous no-

: onilCStticesin the tegs 50 Gf ok ) 2
jassurance than that the governor would think of | '1€% 10 the teslimony of Jolin Binns. It is

the affuir,

About the middle of the same month, capt.
Gustavas Conyne .m:, now deceased, and who
was & man of high charactei, called upon capt.
iEarly and wished him to tuke Alexander Wil
son as a deputy, o1 ssa clerk. Eari expressed
his wish to oblige Mr. C. who had alwavs been
this steadfast friend, and was Y

ut miade some objections to emplos ing Wilson
lin either capacity. At the request of cape. C.
the parties miet at his house upon the same af

al-
tterhoon. - The subjéet was resumed.  Alexan.-

vidow, that nothing |det Wilson statcd he was ui ill health, and mere- | B3l 1nterierence, or such as can be denomi |
Ay wished employment until the spring

Graham seems to have been shaken ; and no|votld keep a book of arrivals, and hoped to be
<demand was ever made, nor any claim persisted | Strong enough 1o be abie to go out and collect

Shi ‘|h'

Mr. Redinond Conyngham, also, testifies to}

fees. When he mentioned that he only

vished mbm~n.;\)uwd un' I the spring, it struck

an examination of papers shewn to him by a1.{c4pt Larkas so triffling an enghgcment, tha: he

wexander Wilson, but does not materially differ !
Arom Mr. Humes or Mr. Graham,
~vhich he saw were written in friendly terws ;
expressed a desire to serve Mr. Wilson, to pro-|
cure for him a sitiuation in consequence of his |
«isappointment in not getting into the Bank of
the United Staes ; and one of them contained
nn extract from the letter before spcken of
Mr. Humes. At the same time, and witl
papers, were shewn his: bank book, and notes |
drawn by Alexander Wilson, and indorsed by |
‘William Findlay., Mr. Wilson' made no claim |
of any pecuniary demand, nor of any account |
against the governor ; and during tl & conversa |
tion, mentioned that he had come to Philadel. !
phia because ofhis ill health, and the promise of
Mr- Findlav to endeavor to procure for him af
situation in the bank of the United States ¢ and}
if not there, with Mr. John Humes. i
Mr. John Stcel states, that ahout four months
before the death of Al xander Wilson. in I'ili;.;-;
deiphiahe indorsed « note at sixty days, at thel
request of, and drawn by, Alexander Wilson, |
for five hundred, or five hundred and ten (lnh:nx\'.i
When at maturity, and about {a be renewed,|
M. Wilson told him there were som smoall/
monied transactions hetween himsel® and |
governor, and that the proceeds of the note w
for the use of the latter.,
Steel told him thar it

At the same time Mr. v

1 these | €

{appointed, and reccived his comi

the | di¢d not wish the one h:
ere with six fourteenths of

it was no matter, that hejany offer he pleased He declined. |

turred round to eapt Corvngham and said that

agree to the employment of Mr. Wilson
until Mareh, if it would be any sausfaction to him
capt. Conyngham ; that the time was so short,
At this in-

he eonsidered it of no importance.,
terview there were no termsy

1

atever m ntion-

The conve
anding that if arl obtained the com-
mission, he would give Mr.
until March,

Vilson emiploy nent |

!
About the lastof October, a second ne titton |
was forwgrded to the o forti pri-|

vernor, 3
id a certificare from the clerk o
court of the United States, that!
t. Hawkes held an appoiutment under tl'w:
general government.

Abunt the 7th of

vate letters ¢
the district
canp

i
|
. Earl was]
) through |
e city of
oty
that

hat hel

November,

the hands of the then recorder
Philad:lphia.  He waited
ham and Mr. Wi
was ready to rulfill L
them to fix the terms.

l!{.’"'} ca
and  told

i
them
promise, and left it 1ol

Captam C
e supposed about one half the fees
> vight in such acase.

1a1r
d

that he

Wilson replied.

f;he woald be
They

iimself to ma

|

iougly left it to captain

veccatise

vould idoressfes - 1 . .

would indorses for a mich greater ) forithought it a matter of no conseque ice.

u;rmr;ﬁ them.  The note was indorsed 1 re-i1triffing was the cneacen ¢ s would}
Aty 'he . ~ 2 % 3 -

nevwed  When at maturity, Mr. SJ?(‘]:th\" aiven the whole, if i{ L d: St

A h\ii)'.'ll]t'kl ih:ln Hno PI‘O\HA n v
payvment or

. renewal of the note. gave histi
clicek for the amount, and immediately seat to t

made foricould only conti

ue for
rthe us

cks, wak-
ance f 1
Lie navigation.

noall
HEg Ao

o

. ol
very anstrumental]
o the name of William l‘md.ﬁn endeavoring 1o procure him the anpointment

[principled enemis,
with the under. |t

linte
he findulgence of passion will warp its judg
S¢iments.

In some seasous, it would only tsations with the governor and others, which

as [olows :

¢ That the governor of this common
m:;\)ih, during the legislature of 1817-18,
(did intertore with the proceedings of a com-
jtitee appointed o enquirgt into his ofi
[cial conduct; while Treasurer of the state

In x‘flul':o_fl to this subject, let us inquire,
‘ 1st, Is the fact saLisla(:turily established by
icredible evidence ? 2ad In what does the
lalledged interference with a legislalive com

{mittee consist?  And 3. Was it

an ille-

!
office ?

| E\'c:'y witness should be free from the)
operatiens of favor, inte

In addition to this'detail of facts, captain Earl

tor written charges, addused by the peti-]

rest or prejudice jeral William Marks, and

After thisiﬂccuncd two years aglp,\,,pgtﬁ.of which he

ngagdog 55 Wilson : vendered such  servi-
g heualhs would permit, andipf the £

10Rly - pretendgeiami vand about some
atures of which he was proved (o

be wrong.  Your committee fecl reluctant

vidow sixty-'wo dbjlurs ; and here the matter| 'O Press the point farchei s to them the fun-

damental and essential tacty to which John
Binns direcied his testimony, remains with-
out adecquate and sausfactory proof.

But what was the fact 2 What was the

alledged in‘erference with a legislative
commi:tee ?

It will Le remembered, that during
the session of 1817-18, a commit-

ec was appointed by the house of renre-
sentatives to enquire into  the oflicial cone-

; dduct ot William Findl ilolbp b gt
view with him, never mpntioned the name of luct of Wilhiam Findlay, while he acted as

creasurer of the commonwealth. Pending
chat inyestigation, and shortly before the
testimony closed, John Binuns, itit averred
by himself, was requested by the goverpor
to draft a report for that commitice of in-
quiry, and was afforded an opportunity (o
Wspect some bouks and papers for that
purg He acceded to that request ; he
made examinations among the members of
the commiitee ; collected uotes of testimo-
Y icht the isedt of goverdsment for
>hilafeiphia, promising to transmit the re-
sult of lits labours, Some time, howevery
preyvious to ihis, a suit had been instituted
by Thomas Elder, esquire, acainst Johna

Democratic Press, lnvolving facts then in-
vestigating before the counnittee, and in
relation to which it was an object of the
imtter’s attention in Harrisbure, and of his
anxiotis iuquiries; to obtain important in-
cormatioy pccessary to his own defence.—s
Whethoryasis stated on aath by Mr. Thom-
as Sergeant, he off:red, without being so-
licitedy to draf. the report, in order to
C()K“‘,Ol" {

=
ein it what might be material to
his defence on the tral of the  case of Ll
der against Binns, pushing hirvself forward
for a selfish object, without the desire of
the executive, your comumittee must leave
to the determioation of the house.

Clearit is that he afterwards sent to Me.
Sergeant but little more than a proamble
tor the report 5 and that portions Lo, priuci-
pally consisted of paragiaphs which, accoi<
ding to his own declaration, he contempla-
ted adducing as material evidence on the
above mentoned trial,  This preamble aud
these paragraphs uindergoing amendments
and alterations, were alterwards embodied
fin the rveport. It does not appear that tne
porticn thus written by Jobn Binng, nor i«
deed any portion of that report, was shewo
by any person to the povernor. My, Secre
reant, indeed, in whose hands all the pa-
pers unon that subject were deposited by
the chatrman of that comimittee; who al-
tedged himself too unwell and too much
engaged on othet business to devote his
atteution to the subject, most emphatically
declares that he had no conversation or
communicatton of any kind with the chicf
magistrate relative thereto, and that he
never did shew him what had been writ«
ten and forwarded by John Binns. 1¢ is
notin proof that the governor ever con-
versed with, ov in any manner influenced, g

i that he nated a high crime or misdemeanor in|$08le member of the committee of inqui-

ry.. On the contrary, the. surmise is di.
rectly repudiated by the evidence of gena
colonel Freder-

Upon tiis esseatialiy depends his compet {ick Eichelberger, members of that CoMmmit=

eney or credit.
» ltaken by a man whose

~ ! T b ¢ s ! a P } .
o trust to a naked, un-{!€¢; to the former of whom, owing to a
The letters' 't Was amatter of indiflerence ; he would rea- corroborated oath

tong exisung friendship and intitnacy, the

hostility is notorious and avowed, would{30vernor would, in all probability, have

tend to put the happiness, property and rep-
utaticn of individuals, at the mercy of un-
Too wmuch

him whom declarec

animosity urges for

d by odiers, o by circumstances.

egislature—it is

L:as for many months 2ssailed, unceasingly,|

in the colomns of a daily

character and happ s of the chief mag-
rate :and it is also well
has practised ail the arts and pow
clamatory composition to raise the founda-|t
tion of an impeachment, wupon the very
charges he now comes forward to substan-
f1ate.

ers of de-

The human heart is
cious of 1ts own frailty, and the human
iect 1s aware how certainly an habitual

Cons
1
i

Upon the present charge he stands
tlone, unaided by collateral eyen's, and op
sosed by many probabilities. He speaks
ooin relationto casual and brief conver-

caution|ferrence with the committee o
therefore, cantiot be exercised, in believing|to the conduct of the late state treas Jrersy

: giving, for a moment, full credit to the
ward, aad whose statements are unconfirm- perilous vath of John Binns, consists in

It 15 well known 1o every member oftheta repe

been most likely to address himsclf,

Thositresults that the alledged inter-

f inquiry in«

barely wished an individual to draft
'ty without directing the mode in

well known throupghout]which it was to be done, without speaking
be sfate and the union, that John Binns to, orin any manner inﬂucncing. a single

nember of the commiutee, and without, fi«

newspaper, thetnally, being made acquainted witha single
syilable of the matier which constituted
known, that helthe report.

But, arriving at the Tast point in which
his subjectis o be considered, by what

cxtraordinary process of refined logic can

tbe argued, admitting the witness to have

Such a witnéss cannot meet with deposed the truth, that the simple expres-
the usual confidance.
i

sion of 2 wish from the governor, that a
person wholly unconnected with the com-
nittee, should draft the report, amounts 1o
an illegal interferrence with legislative du«
ties, Is corruption, and should be punished
asacrime ? - Was it not natural, was it not
laudable, that the chiet magistrate should
desire that the anounciation of an innocence

of which, it is presumed, he fek conscicusg

3iunsy for an aliedged libel published in the.

-
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