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AUTIIOII or rir,App o' ratios

With a sense of infinite thankful,
•ne.4s- upon me, I sit down, to com-
mence- my Christmas story. This

,thankfniness i:3 born of over-towing
gratitude. I am grateful that I am
spared to- write it, and grateful be-
causeof the belief that the Blade o'
brass I put forth ayear ago was, out
of the goodness of many sympathiz-
ing hearts, not allowed thwither and
die, • It has been pressed upon me,
and have had it. in my mind, to
icoutinue the history of tho -humble
Mae Grass that I left drooping
last year; Ana the social events that
have, occurred, betweenthat time and
the.present would nbt justify my do-
log so now. I hope to continue It
litter° long. By-and-by, pleaseGod,
you and I will follow the Blade o'
I.4rass through a summerall the more
pleasant because of the bleak winter
in which it sprung, and by whieti . it
has hitherto been surrounded. In
the Meantime it gladdens me to see
a Star shining upon it, •although it
,stands amidst snow tied wintry
weather.

An 1 sit in lII'quiet chamber, and
think of the happy SeatiOn for which
I inn writin', 1 ?COD to hear the
music or its tender influence, :Ind 1
Whitt that the kiudly spirit which an-
imates that day would animate nut
that day atone, but every day of the
three hundr d and sixty-live. It
might be so; it could be u.
indeed, the Good Time which now
always coining would be nu longer
looked forri•ard
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Not that life should be a holiday;
work , is it 3 miholesoniest food. But
mane little nioro of general
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1\•I II us bet. 't . 14 Tiv,r,..on arid pi:rson;
-onto little ieu consideration of :•elt;
some more general recognition t'y
the high ot the human and divine
equaiity which the law heart() them;
some little more consideration from
the poor for the rich: -owe little More
practical pity 1r lUI, the rich to tle.•
pour; -Anne itttl thl hypocri-y

pric.ticed,
commonly toadied to; some better
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Atal to 11114 (1..Q. 11r,:ad-at,d-ch. ,
and Iboats fur Illy 111 1'14.4 :-11111)1.:
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It Illt7111:, COlitt•lrUnt
till elilline,:n; it in. ::tl.l tho (A.

t .-I\lIIII)WejAt;

Deal s,iercd wtbril : Lel t
ay, a:, :nil the• gaii light ch.,t ,11-•

tt,rt: it. L•t on and I, this
tau-. retire for a
it an,i muse ulsuil it. I,N us r. s .1.;•
toch,•ri-h it always, nod let
in tin hopti tuat its influence for in-
conceiv(able 2cirst'l tn:ty no; ht. I.
in the turinuii of the 6re:it Uurci,, to
the thunderous steps
world's heart is w . 11,4 v.,t
11uute! It i. earth', heaven ! Tht

flowers that grow within garret wail,
prove it; the wondering ecstasy that,
tills the mother's breast. us slit
ttiotin the face of her first-horn, the
quiet ministering to those we lute,
the unselfish..ess, the devotion, the
ycutler wold, the act of charity, the
elf-sat•rilice that finds creation there.

prov,• it; the prayers that are said as
we kin hy thu bedside bet( Ise com-
mitting our bodies to sleep, the 4little
Rands folded in worship, the lisping
words of praise and of thanks to God
that come front children's lips, the
teaching of those words by the hap-
py mother, so that her child may
grow up good, prove it. No lot it)
life.), too lowly ler the pour enjoy-
ment of Bread-and-Cheese and kiss-
es.

I wish you ,ear reirlersand friends,
no.ketter lot than this. May Bread-
and-Cheese and Kisses often Uti your

and may it leave as sweet a
taste in your mouth us it bas left in
mine!

PA tT_
COMi: AND SIIOW, 101:11,.i111.P LIKE A

:r I' l% !

If I were risked to point to a °splice
of ground which of till other .spaces
in the world must truly represents ;
the good and bad, the high and tow
of humanity,, I should unhesitating-
ty describe a circle of a mile around
Westminster Abbey. Within that
sluice is contained all that ennobles
life, and all that debases it; and with-
in that space, at the same moment,
the lofty aspiration. of the statesman,
pulses in the great Senate !louse in
unison with the degraded desires of
the inhabitant of Old L'yo Street,
There St. Giles and St. James elbow
each other. .There may beKW), in
one swift comprehensive glance, all
the beauty and ugliness of life, all its
hope and hopelesz.ness, all its vanity
and modesty, all its knowlege and
ignorance,all its piety and piofilnity,all its ‘fra,gance and foulness. The
wisdom of ages, the nobility that
sprung from fortunate circumstance
or Irma brave endeavor. the sublime
lessms that lie in faith and heroism,
sanctify the solemn aiAles of the grand
old Abbey. Within its sacred e10i,4-
ters rest the ashes oldie great ; out-
side its walls,hrubbino• them with his
ragged garments, tkITIL:s the thief-L7
air! worse.

Hut not with theie contrasts, nor
with any lesson that they may teach,
have you Mai Ito Alva! DIM. our
attention is treed upon the striking
of eight o'dock by 'the FttllorfALS
ton:_ut, of Wes,ttninister. And not
our 'attention alone--for many of toe

‘‘.oll whom we shall pre-
ly shake hands are listenii.gals,.,

eu that etc find ourselves stub ~(.Idy
plunged into very various company,
Ben Sparrow, the old grocer, w
just as One tolls, weighing out a
quarter of a nuund of ttro 1 a sugar
1,,r a „young urchin Wit ho'll. a (ip,

iaeiini his head and IPten-,, for all
the world as it he were a sparrow, so
bird-like is the movement; liessiti
Sparrow, Ito, gralahlaughtir,
having put attic to het ,is coin 11,g
down .--1a!1,1 iii thi, dam lett
the candle in the wo-h-hand hi4sin in

rosin, for Tuttle cannot sleep
tvittiOnt a tight„ i•ttups ;ma counts
nte.:l one to Light, 1 thinks the
tt L!e, tt ilh eyl - that hAve tears in
till u , o: Soniehetly who at the samtli
mom,. nt is thinking of her; Tuttle,
tytih cite :Wel-drop very neatly at
the bolo: of it, r twatth,
tt!ill \1 int an,:tit4 r •r-piring in her
han,l, Yl'ti in It'd rind and
irrins 14: •-ack until the sonnd dies

quite \vity: pat et.t.-litoking wo-
man, pansmg in the cohtemptatii i
of t; risi • in le ' i to
find in to'ling of tit- lied ilft
it--,uram-. of it li.ippy r, -alt: James

Nemiter Partiana.nt,
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'grateful , woman, "and it does my
heart good to hear-;you my so. But
you've nothing-to be grateful to me
for, Saul.. never doneyou any
good; it's never been in my power."

"Y6,you have, and it has been in
your rowtr, Mrs. -Naldret. Why it
wasonly last week that you offered
mer—l!

"Whatyou wouldn't take,'' tahe in-
terrupts, hastily; "so you. don't
know I meant it. Let be! Let
be!"

"—That you offered me food," he
continua, steadily. "But it's like
you and yours to make light of it.
Y4,iu've never done me any good!
Why'you're George's mother, and
you brought him into the world!
And I owe him more than my life--•
Ay, more than my life!"

know the friendship there was
between you and George," she says,
setting the strength of his word to
that account, "and that George loved
you like a brother. More's the pity,
because of that, that you are a,' you
are."

"It is so," he assents, meekly; "hat
the milk's spilled; I can't pick it up
again."

"riaul, Saul you talk like a wo-
man t"

"Do I?" he asks, tenderly, and
looking, into her facewith relteet and
esteem in hic4 eyes. "Then there's
soma good left in me. 1 know one
who is htronger than I ant, hett.:o,
wker, than a hundred ouch as I
and I showol my appreciation of her
goodness arid her worth by dMng her
wrong. :chow my face like a man !

1 ought to hide it, a:1 the woks do,
and show ley contempt for myself
by dying, from the sight of men !"

Filled with compassion, she -turn'
ner face from him, so that she may
out witncss Its grief.

tilts is the noblest, theihest of wo
mon!" he continues. -"In •the face
of ;;n(1, I ray it. Stan(liniz here,
with ills lien eye piercing me to
lily bones tint it is just!') 1. bow to
her, although I. so her not, :is the
t ,etrest I),•rti A

it na .4 ever boil my happine,-:
and lily unicippiness to e•Jule in con-
tact viith. Ay alitiough ‘irtui., a.
hutnanly exercise:l, ttutilti turn it-

!:,

"Arc blariiit-p,z the Nl orkl, 5.11, 1
I'icltliri," sip•a4:-, In n tOl!f• that has

tr,illeh
‘,',UL

No" ; inn juo,ify-
b!in-n.• • t!:‘• ‘.vnritl! A

pretty oldi.c•t 1, to tt:rti liorw•er
: i hi, r;i4-. in i,corn 4

and (i:

I..iter
iyan ,,e,,iurin.J‘vto-h nothin,4;
hut pain for him no-ery, "you art. a
LA, oi you have gift:4 that

v..Luici turn t 6 a( count, it they
hal tiw,o. I;

" ‘vtlt. \%rf.ri,," 114 shc•
he-itatu,. "1 htiow what yuu want
to h) on, alr Nahlr,2l Your
wordti don't hurl toe."

t:!:: • lic,,r,,ze It-{ d to
admiration for

ilt and your gift,. lie :-aid that
you wc•ri, the Ip•A-read luau ill all
the tr.t:le; and Fin -arc, to hear you

ht that. \Vett,
I,', 'Raul; let the past die, and
make up your mind, Tike a num, to
ito better in the future."

'Lot the pas rA•peat.,, as
tho clipu7l-; that darkt,ii;lii-

: rift ha in:111 I, v r•him.,
,ii•r tht iniiuentt tif which his voice

nott‘,•rihatily raft and tender.
(tie: No, hut fur a

1114)'.1,4ii it be ti lls' 1
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\A h:tt
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iouk lug up Ow -tam t
I It• —" Bat again
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his, and 'tile mon:tellifsee . turn-
the corner of the street I will go.
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-.:\•- Mt. . :\,aldret,
"th..lt. - fte in,:e I'.l lift,. to 1-n,tr.-

-‘,-,.iir Idd ( :rt-,t,1 1 of r‘tnt,litrftolit, 1
..\ll'-. Nidifrel," he reiiiiirh- -.

-I ii'...,; I.lllt t ',ldl 1.111/14(.," , 11(` i.,- I
1.1,C,, Whit l'ilipl,,,llC i,(/‘!..., "if you'd
i, eri (~ntent \vit,: '.,:it, y, ar,ag-o, in-
-te.‘(l ot trvii.;.; t , -.tit rut's lI1)--"

1 -i.otitrin't, he a., I :tin now," 1:e
,1y , 111:(Trupti,i..:- ln r; "y,,u . are 1
......4.:t--you :1,..• ri;:11z. : idutl-nigiit,
.e.11(;.,,,1 lilt•-,4 ye.ii :"

lle •Thutlles etr, without _waitinrr

Ai1,,r aitiollier Nvorid, Lilo \klutz on Ills
1.4 which :1/.0 ;11010--1 fluien•' 1-N.ll,irct, \vho is alo cold ente.*...A '''

~ rs.lid, tin,e, i 1.;-:.:;1 to got I...t iti3O,Z.ii b‘,-i+. at 'wane 111:r=c1f. !AI- 1•: lii,r fin._Ti,lio,k' :-',11.11 l'it•ltlianv v,..t.fi,q• thought.,
:(‘‘, I.' - ie iiiii,;:.....,.ur d,ei„4l7.. . • I,oor 1,..i..
ha \ c 11.i.1 i.iiii h5,,,...-;•1 ..,11„tl id 1,1,,,, 1 ,,but „Tim v.etklurf.4 We lire 1.,.; a uiii/c.'
At!d, I ) iv;-‘7.0,.4t, Lay,. h t.t „ „„g,...v.right, %vatic,'" &hur., it woohin•t he i
lint hrikv u?' the life ht'', been leading.
i:r Ile 1-...',4 11,%$ e.i hi.... t.tilis, :Hui ii,+. ciev-

,:l,,,.kzTo. 1V hat 'li hi' flit' i i;ii 0: hint
nip. )tr.,:: vii ly L 11,11-. Ire', 11111de
leely' It'l•i i II: t4' 'rolt. .Ilti 110 W he

,!•i',5,,,p,.. f ;(.'orge! .111:It's tvii:lt Make.:.
IL,. li;st. tin:). '\.,,11 (1(111I liioNv
11*11:1, J,1:(01-. 1...0 ..1,1,d I. it:urge logelier,'
ti". ,ti.i. '1 wwi'd lay dov, II toy life
:(• ...o•r\l' LW,' I P "Afil. 11:1 !I, tht ~,

F: j tl,: It., •=1 inl.• 17n,-If in :t ni ill \vno
i t :..1:.; like t hot."

;7)ilt).:$0) TUE LA f) ()v W !TIT Hl')
N L 1.) I TE, ITNTI I. ONE
M),ITIIER IN THE WORLD. "••••L'IL A
Py an egregious oversight on the

part of the architect; ilt-;igner, or
whit not, the door of Mrs. Naldret's
room turned into the passage, so that
wnenever it was opened the cold
wind had free play, and nuatu itselt
Telt. Naldret, bowling before
the tire to warm herself, does not,
law the sot test of raps on.t he panel,
hut is immediately afterward made
sensible that somebody is coming in-
to the room by a chill on the nape of
her neck and down the small of her
back, "enough to freeze one's mar-
row," she says. She knows the soft

foo .
,

.

, and, without" turning; is
al.+Air that.Bessie Sparrow fs- in -theroom`. ,

..

„come to the fire. my-dear,” she
says.

Bessie kneels by her side, snit the
two Women, matron and maid, look
into the glowing flames, and see pic-
tures .there. `.lleir thoughts being
on.the same subject, the pictures they
see are of the same character—all re-
lating to George, and ships, and wild
gees, and strange lands.

01 dreamed ofyou and "Apr& last
night," says Mrs. Naldrett 1taking
Bessie's nand in hers. She likes the
soft touch ofBrie's fingers. her'own'
are hard, and full of-knuckles... - The
liking for any thingthatissoft Is es-
sentially womanly- e- "I dreamed that
you were happily married, and we
were all sittitic.by your fireside, as it;;
!night he now..And 1 was dancing a
little one upon my knee.",

"Oh, mother!" exclaims Bessie,
hiding her I*: on Mrs. Naldret's
neck.

"1 told father my dream before
breakfast this morning., so it's sure to
come true. The liple fellow was on
toy k nee as naked as ever it was born,
a-tucking out its little legs and draw-
ing of them up again, like a young
Samson, Many a time l've had
George onmy knee like that, and he
used to dentin: -up his fists-asNif he
wanted to tight all the world at once.
George the in;est baby lowyi r
did see; he walked -at" nine triofitlis.
lie's been a _nod son, and'll make a
good husband; and he'enis.g.,einiina as
salt,thouglt I say it perhaps as should-
n't being his mother. Is your grand-
father coining in to-night, 'Bess?"

"I don't think it. He's busy get-
tine ready a. 4 `briSt Was show for the
window; he %rants to make it look
very gay, to attract business. Grand-
father's dreadfully .worried because
business is so bad. People are not
laying nut as much money as they
ti,,of to-tlO.-

"Money don't buy what it used to
10, things are dearer, and mon-

ey the same, anther isn't earning
more oaJuy than he earned

ten y, ar: ;,go, and meat's gone up
gene up, and plenty of

()tilt r thing: have gone up. But
vtgot to be contented, my dear,

and make the let of things. It
George multi get enough work at
home to keen him going, do you sup-
pose he'd ha' thought of going to the
other end of the world'."' She asks this
question, with a shrewd, watchful
look tutu lkes:ie's face, whith the girl
does not ••=ee, h,r eyes being toward
the tire, and add:, immediately,
"Although he's not going fok long,
thank (;oel.'•

"It ii vi.ry, very hard," sighs
"that h' •-houitt have to go."

, • ,

"It would he hariler, tip dear. for
him to remain- here doing nothing.
Tnere's nothing that does a man-or a
woman either, Bess—so much mis-
chief us idleness. My old mother
u.z,edd to say that when a man's Idle,
he's worshiping, the devil. You know
very well, Bess, that I'm all for con-

' tuut meat. me can make a little du
ifon'; mind made up for it—just

• aA one can find a great deal not enough
if ones mind is set that way. Fur
my part, 1 think that life's too short
to'woriy your inside out a-wishing
for this, and a-longing for that, and
a for Vother. When Ueotte

gan to tail; of going, abroad, I
to him. 'Home's home, Cieorge, and

• you can he happy on bread-and-chees#l.
1 nod ki,;-es. supposing you etiti't get

het tei.." Very well, mother,' said
' ieorge, 'l'lll s;itislied with that. But
' ,aid he in his coaxing way—-
you know, lie--u•—'but tome, you

foline home, and you're right,
ntdnt my.' • lie al Ways calls ine niam-
iny when he•-, gOing to get the best
of me wiih his tongue—he knows, the
cunning hut, that it reminds me of
the tame whelk was a baby!) You're
tight, mammy,' he-saht; *butl3ciire

;1
^ *46-14.17-faTieatr'ffef•Adyfrilisliqo-he

said. -‘ I'm not hapPy Mien 1 anl
away from her,'ho said. want to
see her a-setting,--by my firciide,'

,vant to be statid`mgnl
good ni ght

1;

, OIL ._'•l .cgtit 1;k•r,
Lt wd,

r!Li % :'!'a!
❑n hardL\ ‘sord-, my

itt•:tr ! . 'tool tt Th. ju-t Foi
happy :u.,1 t.vcryth;og,
in tl • v—rl:l. •}roar grantilath(T',
t of pipiciz out front the room*e-
hin‘i tnt-h!•i., "ibm't you think it

1,111(.. g., 11.(•, licorge? Don't
(Itt room. 1: i- fo .; 11.....55ie to 1.1(

a-1).W." \ I

lin

,!on't want,' F9id
wg,.. 'v. i:s'n I :if;SWCI, in a shante•

! veil way,' lieolge, "All right,
;41-andi.allitr; ju,t live minutes wort!"

ht nr hi voice, in !t' than half a
iiiinuto, waking in+, out of a happy
dreani, nut, " Time's up,

/el Tge! yen think you ought
n6ine, tieorgt-': Don',l you
He--ie's a hit tired, lieorge?-"'

' ,!.- ;ill we!: and good,' paid 1 to
Jinn; 'hut ‘,..hai'q that to do with go-
u: ahroads!, mammy,' he
tt to n 1 marry 11eisie, don't 1 want

t4) ,2ive hir a acivuti.ol to lie upon
Ain't I hound to get a hits furniture'
t.,gethet?' well;-and so the lad
..oes. 00 with his Ites:=•ie and his
-le, until one w ould think he has net.-

:Lanit her In the world.''
k not a :Tice (If iyalol/Sy in

11( r tom. as she eays thisf although
she prs.tends to pout, for the arm that

around Bessie tightens on the gitls
and the mother's lips tonal

the girr-s lace lovingly. All that
Nahlret has said is honey to

1:e-sie, and the girl drinks it in and
enjoy: it, n, bright fresh yout4 swim
can vojny. and how

"So," Contiuu es 1,171,„Nr;.-, ATIdpc ...c4
hnthe vury town -A'. DECEIVED, But
wit .1 little v.‘ --t- " 1.4:15, colds, sore

hrorch;nlna.c,n
-

destra'_ as e...... . ..... car 111.0.i,, and Says thatlie's to gut '
_,...ma. he dOn't see howtllat he' ~, ;inarriek::tiattie bitof furniture together;/he

to haveAlien he'sAnd iii•i-zi:-t i , I knew -what was coming.fe'`,ool P 4 he's got the opportunity—andWet%
/ - kage free, thanks to Mr. Million',„,.~

'ii-sv.cre Mr. Naldret looks again atl'lTeiztsie in the same watchful manner
as befo're, and Bessie. in ‘itho.se eyes
Hit• tear.: are gathering, aLid anonWho„ Live the -.oft glow of the tire-
light is reflected, again does not oh-

) 421-ve it - " I can't Mame him; tho',
mind you, my dear, if he could earn
it hat he WWII, here, I'd he the lent
t.igive li WI .1 word of encouragement.
Hut he'ean't earn it here, tie says •

limes are too bad. lie can't get Morkenough here, he says; there's too lit-tle to (1-), and too many workmen todo it. So he's going abroad to get it,and good luck go with hind and radiob.,ekwith him: :S.‘y that, my dear.""(iood luck go with pi a," repeats
I;e:,sird unatde It) keep haes the tears,
-and Calla' back 'a ith hiss !''

right. Audits George hasto.ato up intl and can't turnliack nii%‘..„lt r 1111/,1 put i-itri:tigth intowhi•thcr hu's right or whetherwrung-. so dry your eyes, lilyhim away wit-h a lightheart iunte()(l of a Leavy one. Don'tyou know that tki.t things are alwus..),((.(•i.h.:( to carry than dry ?Georgee; and 11it ci3Orhti youto tight with the tears
his cheeks, he's bound to get fra.
worst ()fit. But if he says, 'Com .toon-!' with a eheerfulbeart and stud-.fug Cum, he stands a good chance of
winning—as George will, you see 11
he don't !"

"You dear good mother !" and Be'-
sie kisses .Mrs. Naldret's neck again
and again.

"Now, then." says Mrs. .Naldret,
4lsing from before the tire, -"go and
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V. Ind hil/NS l,tc' ,•.
ay.„.‘ .

but ,;tr t liize
man !"

I lit' trritt Itt H.lO 111:1".it'n!ro,
,t-111,Fs lf,r nimitilit or

1,ht•I; to tilc

Illy I".
ni•li-ril,i•nacti in •"th "

6•Tlicri,', pitE•ii apt 04, !"""

a h., t
.•(;,)(1(1 Lord !" sho-c" ho;tautlyhetorehirtii:e~tcririu~~is.

caul Fielding
"Ves," hen...l)llM

ding. (;14111(•11111111 1!
"Why can't Slut Yielding 1 1,•1 1)

him-elf?" she retorts, half angrily,
half pityingly. -There wit- !doff
enough in him ooce- at all event,, I
thought so."

"Show n the wny !" cries; hut
ioweN lii tong inStarltly, and says,
humbly, "1 beg your pardon, Mrs.
Naldiet, for :peaking in that man-
ner. It's ungrateful of me to spent.
like that to any of George's friends,
mid ten,..t °fall to Ilk mother, that
George loves like the apple of his
eye."

"So he does, dear lad," says the

It'; s'lul I'it l
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Ispublished every Wednesday iu the

old dreambnitdtngonThirdStreet, Bea-
vet, Pa., at 1120 t year In &Jaime*:

Communications on subjects of local
or general interest are rOspectftilly

To insure attention favors 'or
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nied by thenamcrofthe author.
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