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ED!-T.J. & H.J.
CHANDLER bave pur-
chased the exclosive
richt of Beaver county

~ 10 useDr.Stack’s Patent
-3 by which they can put
¥ up Vnlcanite as* thin as

i

tu the moath ; obviatingall that clumsy and bulk:
condition, so much complained of heretofore; an
Iesseping their Habllity to break 100 percent. In-
deed, no one eeeiny it would be willing to wearthe
old stylc plate any longer than they could conven-

tistry performed lo the
manner. In filling teeth with gold, etc., we chal-
lcuﬁe cempetition from any quarter, and can refer.
te Uvine subjects Whose fillinzs have stood be-

tweep thirty and forty years. Among the number.
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ted some 35 vears ago; the teeth as perfect as the

day they were filled.  Laughing Gas prepared on
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Prices s tow as any good dentist in the State.
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leaves Youngstown at 210 p. m; New Castle, 2:56

.m; arri\ eg at Pittsburgh‘g:l!» p, m. Retorning,
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o Heating Stove, or zov other kind of -
<* 67 Lest material and workmanship. The
%l be condacted by
J.3. ANDERSON &5ONS.
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STEREOSCOPES,
. VIEWSR,
: ALBUMS,
chiroMos,
F1IRAMES,
. e 1 —

E. &H T. ANTHONY & CO.
5901 Broadway, New-York.
Invite the attention of the trade to their
extensive assortment of the above goods,
‘of thrir own publication, mdpufacture
and fmportation. '

o Alsn,
PHUTO LANTERN SLiDES
! < and
. . ‘GRAPHOSCOPES.
, NE\Y VIEWS OF YOSEMITE. -
E. & I§. T. Anthony & Co.,
! 591 Broadway, New York,

: Oppesite Metropolican Hotel.
Importers und Manufanturers of
PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS.
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0B PRINTING ncatly and cxpeditiousty
executed at this office.
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MEYRAN & SEIDLE,

Successors to Reinaman.
I\II‘]}'RAN & EIDLE
42 5TH AVE, PITTSBURGH, PA,
GOLD AND SILVERSMiTHS,
DEALERS IN FINE JEWELRY

Watches, Diainonds, Silrer & Plated-
Wure, Seth Thomas’ (Tocks,

Table

Fine Cutlery, French  Clocks,

REGULATORS, BRONZEY,

FINE SWIsSs WATCHES,
AMERICAN WATCHES,
JULES JERGENSEN,
WALTHAM WATCH COMPANY.
EDWARD PEREYGAUX,
LELGIN WATCH COMPANY
VACHESON & CONSTANTINED
UNITED STATES WATCH CO.,
CHARLES E. JACOT.
E. HOWARD & CO.
“THE ZIMERMAN WATCH,” made by Cane
ZINERNAN, Liverpool. is fully ¢qual to any watch
otfvred 10 the public, both in finlsh and time-keep-
ing (not excepting the Frodeham.)
: MEYRAN & SEIDEL
SOLE AGENTS,

ROSADAEIS

'THE INGREDIENTS THAT
COMPOSE ROSADALIS are
published on every package, there-
fore itis mot a secret preparation,
consequently

PHYSICIANS PRESCRIBE IT

Itis a certain cure for Scrofula,
Syphilisin allits forms, Rheuma-
tism, Skin Discases, Liver Com:
laint and all diseases of the

ONE BOTTLE OF ROSADALIS

will do more good than ten bottles
of tho Syrups of Sarsaparilla.

THE UNDLCARSIGNED PHVSICIANS

have nsad Rosadalisin their practice
for tho past three years and freely
endorso it osa reliablo Alterative
and Blood Purifier.

DR. T. . PUGH, of Baltimore.

N,
.

DR. F. 0. DANNELLY, *
DR. J. S. SPARKS, of Nicholasville,

Ky.
DB.SKCL McCARTHA, Columbtia,
DR. A. B. NOBLES, Edgecomb, N. C.

USED AND FRDORSED BY

1. B. FRE}:CH'& SONS, Fall River,

Masa.
n;\ \g‘!é\}!{!gé{, h’ckﬁon, Mich.
A F. LER, L Ohi
S uesdn
0., Gordonsville, V!
SAM'L. G, Mcylnngx, Murfrees
boro, Tenn.

Our space will not allow of any ex.
tended remarks in relation to thé
virtuesof Rosadalis. Tothe Medica)
Prufession we guarantee a Fluid Ex.
tract supcrior to any they have ev
used in the trealgwmyo! ntriscas:;
Blood; and to theafllicted we say tr
Rosadalis, and you will be res!
to health.

Rosadalis s sold by all ists
price §1.50 per bottlo. . Adapres
DB, CLEMENT3 & C
Manufocturing Chemists,

DatTenoss, Mo
Jy26-1y.

‘Black and Gold Front, ,

GEORGE W. BIGGS

No. 159 SMITHFIELD ST.

Four doors above Sixth Ave

FINE WATCHES, CLOCKS, JEWELRY

Optical and Faney Good: .
PITTSBURGH, £.4' e

FINE WATCH REPAIRING.

Please cut this advertisement out and

! bring it with you. Jol4;ly
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SELECT MISCELLANY.

A BOLD STRO :1,.,.,_;__,,..
(A BOLDEIvORE
- It was my first vigit North since 1

"I'had taken up my abode and entered

ypon the practice of iDy profession in
New Orleans. .-

In the ci:._y of New York I had o
. very dear friend—~my old chum and
classmate—George Dickson ; and, as
he was the only, ;pérson I knew in
the great metropolis;of course I lost
no time in looking him up.

Three years had passed since onr
Inst meeting, but tem could scarcely
have produced a change more mérk-

.| ed than had taken place in the ap-

pearance and manngr of my friend.
. Qur first greetingand friendly in-
quirles over, I longed, yet forbore, to
-ask the cause of my friend's melan-
choly. I felt sure, in due time, of
being tho confident.of his secret, pro-
vided no mwotive of delicacy prompt-
ed its concealment.

' That ee\'jning. i, my room at the
hotel, Gegdrge told me his story. He
had formed an nttachment for “a
young lady, -whose graces of mind
and person he potrayed with all the
fervor of a lover’s eloguence. Bhe

ad returned -his @ffection, but the
ather had opposed bis suit, having
set his heart on . the” marriage of his
. daughter to a nephew of his.

|- This nephew.was a young physi-
clanof’ roﬂj%e character, my friend
assured me—but that miy have been
prejudice—who had long but unsuc-
cessfally wooed his:consin, to whom
his proffers were as repugnant as to
her father they wera acceptable.

' Bome wmonthssint® Mr. Parsons—
the young lady's father—had goune)
South on ‘business, : decompanied by
his nephew., At New Orleans he had
been seized by sudden illness, which

nated:

On thge((llay proceeding his death he
had executed a will (which had since
been duly proved by .the depaosition
of the attending witnesses (contain-
ing a solefiin request that his daugh-
ter, to whom he had:left the whole
estate, should accept the hand of his
nephew In marringe, coupled with a
provisiop that in case he offered and
she refused within a specifled period
to enter into the proposed union, the
entire estate devised to the daughter
should be forfeited to the nephew.

To sacritice her fortune to her
choice, would not have cost Julia
Parsons a moment’s hesitation, and
| nothing could have more delighted
George Dickson than so fair an op-

ortunity of showing how superior
Eis devotion was to all ennsiderations
of personal advantage. Buther fath-
er's dying request, in Julia’s eyes,
was sacred. It had surprised and
stunned her, it is true, for M their
many conferences on the subject he
had never even hinted anything like
coercion.

Young Parsons had not the mag-
nanimity to forego his ungenerous
advantage. -He might have been
content with his cousin’s fortune
alone, but his right to that depended
on his offer and her rejection of an
alliance which she felt in eonscience
duty bound to accs-f)t. The brief sea-
son of grace, which she had been
compelled to beg even with tears, had
already almost passed, and a few
more days would witness the con-
demnation of two lives to hopeless
misery. .

At the conclusion of my frienil's
narrative, in which, for reasons
which may hereafter be developed,
I felt a peculiar interest, I prevailed
upon him to sccompany me to a
place of amusement, to which I had
vreviously procured tickets.

Whet, we reacned the theatre the
performance had already begun; but
we suceeeded in finding seats that
commanded a 1air view of the stage
and of the audience.

In a few minutes George touched
my elbow,

iiOhserve the gentleman nearly op-
posite, in frout of the parquette, seat-
ed next the column, leaning his arm
on his cane,” he whispered.

I luoked in the direction indicated,
and saw the face, whaose striking re-
semblance to one I bad seen before
caused me Lo start with surprise.

+Who is it?”’ I asked.

« Kidridge Parsons.” was the re-

ty. )
: ‘y'fhe nephew of whom you spoke?”’

“The same,"” answered George.

“ Does he resemble his uncle?” 1
was on the polut of inquiring, but
Jjust then the stranger drew the glove
from his right hand, and I saw that
the first joint of the middle finger
was wanting, a circumstance which,
for suflicient reasons, nbsorbed my
attention. K

“ Do you know the éxact date of
Mr. Parsons' death?’’ I asked, when
we had gained the street, at the closg
of the performance.

“Yes,” said George; *it was the
234 of December. - His daughter re-
ceived a telegrum from her cousin an-
nouaclng the act the same
why do you ask?"’

T have a reason which iay or
may not prove n good one,” stating
that I had business engagements for
the whole of the next day, I parled
from my friend, promising to meet
him on the following evening.
~ Next afternoon found meat the of-
fice of Dr. Parsons. ’

_»Dr, Parsons, I presume?” were
the words with which X accosted the
gentleman I had seen at the theatre.

““Yes, sir.”

“*You may not remember me, Doc-
tor, but I believe we have met be-
-fore.”’

] beg your pardon for not recol-
lecting the occasion.” - :

winter, were you not?”
] was,” he answered with embar-
rassiment.

you called to draft a will,”
He turned pale and made noreply.

’

‘

. |1 resu
AVUTAT
. ,".|have 1t written. - You" presented

.| drawn. in sccordance with your in-

| locks were- .
1 tainly look‘esm{d enough to/have a

11 djsguise was not

.. DBut
.

s#You were in New Orleans last,

“I am the gentleman on whowr

record of that: will in
tq;'s ?!mg? this morning,”’
; “‘and—*! C yar,
“Youspeak of my uncle’s will,” e
hastily l,ntenuft IS

- And yet,” I continued, “you said
it was yours when: you. applied .to

Hourself a8 desirous of executing the
ocument preparatory to embarking
‘The paper was

.on a perilous. voyage.

structions,. leaving the date to be
filled at the timenf signing. - Your
then, and ypu cer-

marringeable daughter; but your
, g 'r{e’ct,";an% I
pointed to the mutilated fioger.

*What do you mean 2" he ghouted
lrn tdeﬂunt tones, springing| to his
.ee ‘ - RN F
- “Simply that your Gncle's signa.’

.1 ture ta that paper is a forgery,” I
: zx%swered. risl:&.: and coufronting
him. “He died on the 23d of De-

-2 1 pémber,

( Your-own telegram to that
effect i3 In existence, It was on the
24th, the day before.Christmas, that
you called on me to.prepare the pa-

r now.on record 88 his will. The
inference is plain; you undertook to
manufacturg:this spurious testament
after. your uncle's death, a
ing to clothe your villiany|-in legal
form, you prgcured through me the
required draft. You, or soine oneat
your instigation, imitated the signa-
ture of the deceased. The witnesses
who have ginee ured themselves
4n their depositions, were procured
:gl smnt_”e;tpnnner best known to your-

“Engugh, sir!” he ejaculated pla-
ciog his back against the door “‘you
have shown yourself in 'posaesslon of
a secret the custady . of which may
‘prove dangerous.” . .

red for

-7

“I am not unpre our
threat,”’ Ireplied. ntl\t;'ﬂ:str ace,
I did not come here unarkned ; in the

next, I have prepared a fall written
-statement of the factsto which 1 have
alluded, with information, besides, of
m‘y ‘present visit to you. This paper
will be delivered to the friend. to
.whom 1t i3 directed, unless within an
hour I reclaim it from the messenger,
who has been instructed for that
length of time to retain it.” .

His face grew livid, His frame
quivered with mingled fear and rage,
and his eyes gleamed like those of a
wild beast at bay.

“What is your purpose ?’ he ex-
claimed, in a voice hoarse with sup-
pressed passion.

*To keep your secret while you
live;” I answered, “on one condi-
tion.”

“Name it.”

“That you write instantly to Julia
Parsons, renouncing all pretensions
to lier hand. and absolutely with-
drawing your proposal of marriage.”

After a moment’s pause he seated
himselfat his desk and hastily penned
a br‘ef note, which he submitted for
my inspection. It was quite satis-
factory.

“‘Be 50 good as to seal and address
it.”’ I said.

He did so.

¢ will eee that it is delivered,” I
remarked taking it up and bowing
p\m{sélf out.

When I met George Dickson that
evening hisold college look had come
back. He had great news to tell me.
The aext thing was to take me to seo
Julin, and it Is needless}to eay that a
ha;};l)‘y marriage followed not long
after.

Eldridge Parsons, I hmve learned,
joined one of the Cuban expeditions,
and was killed in'an encounter with
the Spanfards.

o -o— -

A Pexfect Cure Without the Doctor,
A “contridutor tells an exchange
how he wus permanently cured of
fits. He was riding in the mining
district of Nevada—one of those
mushroom growths common in the
territories—when night came upon
him. Tired and hungry, he drew
up at a greasy, dirty shanty which
was called & tavern, and sought ac-
commodation. He thus details-his’
night’s experience :

The laadlord only could give me a
room with a bed-fellow. ‘

“Very well, I don't ohject,” sald I,
as he led the way by the light of a
miserable tallow dip, which he Jleft
with me to light me to bed.

I surveyed the room, and particu-
Jarly my bed-fellow. IHewasa mild
looking man; I thought—perhaps a
class lender in some primitive log
church near by, His re WAaS 80
quiet and child-like I thought we
would sleep peacefully together for
the night; but befor¢~I had blown
out tite light he opendd a snore that
seemed likea cross between filing a
saw and sawing a board, and my
feelings at once became maliclous
toward him. '

1 haunched my friend, and as he
opened his eyes with a snap, he said:

4By Jingo! how you seared me,
Mister! You going to sleep herv to-
night 2"’

uyﬁ.”

“Well, I am wighty gladof it. I
always dike company. Its kinder
lonesome to sleep alone.”

“Yes, It is so. Pardon me for
waking you, but I thought it my
doty to tell you that I sometimes
take fits.”

WwWhat! fits?
Mister ! Ny

“Yes I do. I am not particalarly
dangerous, but I bite sometimes; 80
be careful that I don’t get my teeth
into yow.” .

I hope

You donj%t gAYy 80,

“Well I'll be doggoned!
you won’t have any fita.”’
“So do I.” .
“I hope, Mister, you won't bite
me if you do have any fits.”
“0, 1 hope not.”
He drew a long breath, and then

said : - %

“Well, I'm afraid I won’t sleep
any to-night.” ;

“Q, don’t lose any sleep.”

*But how am I to know when you
are going to have fits?”’

0, I groan and breathe hard, and
froth at the mouth; and when you
hear me spap my teeth like d dog,
then vou'd better look out.”

« Well, I'm blam’d if I ain’t sorry,
Mister, you come in here. I'm afraidd
yon'll be more company than I want
at present.” . .

* (), don’t be uneasy, I sometimes
don’t have any for months, Let's go
tosleep;”’ and I pretended to drop
off into, peaceful slumber. >

My companion rolled and tumbled
uneasily for some time, then dropt
off into a restless slecp, and soon com-
menced that old snore just where he
left off when- I woke him up. That
decided me upon having 4 fic and,
with a fearful snore, and a terrible
groaning,Isent ny nails into hisarms
and my teeth into his shoulder just
hard enough to nipnicely, but it was
enough for the purpose, Witha ter-
rible yell he sprang from the bed,
and went down staim exclaiming :

10 dear, he's got a fit; he'sgot fits!
He's bit a pleceout of my shoulder!”

The landlord, with a crowd from
the bar-room, came hurrying up,and
found me just recovering from the
effects of the fit; and glving me a hot
toddy from his own private bettle.
he left nfe. Hecarried with him the
clothing of my bed-fellow, who turn-
ed in on a blanket down stairs, re-
solved to be bitten no more by men
that had fits.

O —— e

—Train No. 13 ran off the track at
Foster’s Statlon, on the Allegheny
Valley Railroad, and rolled over an
embankment into the river. No one

, wish- [ P€

\Vghave:h_een ‘requested to publish

the following article on capital pun- |

Ishment, which appeared in the To-
ledo (0.) Index e time after the
escape. of Meieér, the convicted and

.condemned murdever from the Tole-
dojail: .

Conrad Meler, the convicted and
condemned murderer whaose execu-
tion was appointed to take place in
this city on Decumber 8, has just
‘¢ hroke Jail,’”’ and fled for his life to
‘parta .unknown, I -am glad of it
"With -the utmost deliberation. and
full knowledge of what the words
imply, I repeat, I am glad of it. His
escape, I admit, isa dangerousdefeat
of the ends of justice, at least in the
-common opinion of the community ;
but none the less do I experience a
sense of relief that this- poor wretch,
guilty as I sup he Is, will not be
e ariit g b bk

m_ nex )y the

of o—that t.he-at.mosy here will
not be made thick and stifiing on that
-day while a.defenceless man {s mur-
.dered, in eold blood and ‘with malice
aforethought, by this great and pros-
rous commonwealth. You wmay
call the actan execution, if you please
—1jt is none the less 8 mueder; and I
rejoice that this horrible tragedy is
indefinitely postponed. T am glad
that Meler isgone; I hope he will
never be red; and what is
more, I believe that you are secretly
a9 glad as I am,—that your hope is
secretly as strong as mine,

Now, my friends, there issome-
thing wrong in all this—I frankly
admit it. here is something most
decidedly wrong, when men who
wish well to the State,—who’ desire
to see its’laws respected, obeyed and
sustained,—are obliged to take pleas-
ure in a public defeat of those laws.
It is extremely disastrous when the
law of Nature and the law of Man
are thus brought into open conflict.
But yet I sce no help for it, so long
as Man's law remaius unadjosted to
Nature's law. *The laws of any
commuiiity,"” President Walker, of
Harvard University used to say, “‘are
simply the expression of its average
conscience.” This i true, though it
would be more exaet to say that the
laws of any community are the ex-
,pression of the average conscience as
¢ was several generations back; for
changes in the laws by no means
keep pace with changes in publicsen-
timent and conviction. Our statute-
books are full of lawa which are prac-
tically a dead-letter. On the whole,
however, it is true that the average
conscience i3 pretty fairly expressed
in the laws which are, at any par-
ticular period, actively.and habitu-
aily enforced. Bat for this very rea-
son the finer and more highly eul-
tured conscience of the period,—the
conseience of those men and women
who ese the inadequacy, or positive
injustice of the laws, and labor for
their reform,—is often forced into
open antagonism with them. This
is the origin of every battle between
the law of the land and what iscalled
the ‘higher law,””—that i3, between
the awvernge conscience of the com-
munity and the conscience of thé
more enlightened portion of it. The
bulk of the people are contented with
things as they are; the more thought-
ful and conscientioys portion of the
peoble will pot be contented except
with tliings'as they ogght to be.—
Thus is a constant warfare of consger-
vative and radical, of stationary and
progressive exists, without which
society would stagnate and decay.—
The growing uneasiness with which
civilized communities regard the
death pemalty .Is vlearly, in mny opin-
ion, oceasioned by tl“;o expanding
conscience of the race, which begins
to realize the truth that no man is
wholly a brute, that criminals are
men, and that srmething better can
be done with them thap to stamp
their life out under the heels of the
multitude. - The great faith in man
which lies at the root of civilization
and is the grand inspiration of Free

ligion, begins already to teach the
inviolability of human life, and to
throw a sacred protection even over
those whe have themselves dared to
violate. Yes, soclety is slowly learn-
ing that hardest of lessons, how to
overcome evil with good,—how to
take the desperate outcast out of his
desperatfon and, while restraining
him from further evil, to melt his
Ilmrdened heart with kindness and
ove,

Bociety has no right to forget that
criminals become such, nine cases in
ten, because of its own criminal neg-
lect; and, remembering this, it wiil
treat them lees as criminals than as
unfortunates. What are you and I
doing to rescue the children of vice
and poverty from their surround:
ings? What are wedoing to educate
them into habita’ of self-respect, to
place them in situations where virtue
shall be possible, to give them a fair
chanee in the great struggle of life?
What right have you and I to hang a
mun for being what you and I, by
our neglect, haxe made him? We
shall have no right to hanganybody,
until we have given everybody at
least a chaance to be honest and up-
right ; and then we shall not want to
hang at all. Society approaches this
whole question from the wrong side,
when it considers first of all the inju-

First of all it eught to consider, what
good have I ever done to the crimi-
nal? The frank and earfest investi-
gation of this problem would work n
vast reform inJbur penal legislation,
and we should discover that the pre-
vention of erime must be sought, not
in the erecticn of jail and ganllows,
but in the erection of reform-schools
and agricultural colleges'and every
apecies of educational institution by
which the young vagabond of our
streets shall be trained to useful in-
dastry. It makes my heart sick to
think of the great mass $f humanity
predestined to crime inall our eities
by the moral poison they inhale at
every breath; and it gives me no
.comfort to reinember that we can
hang them all, the moment they
yield to temptation. Society makes
its own criminals; friends; shall it
dare defend its right to hang them
when made? I carry the war into
Africa. Let society do its duty by
the child, and it never need strangle
the adult. A century ago the Mar-
quis Becarria uttered this memorable
predictipn : — *“The punishinent of
death must disappear from the earth
when knowledge and not ignorance
shall be the portion of the greater
number.” In universal education,
opening an honorable career for eve-
ry child, will yet be found the surest
remedy for pauperitrm and crinie;
but until the means of eatering upon
_this honorable career shull be within
the reach of -all, I deny ‘poiat-blank
the right of society to murder its un-
fortunates. :

The evil, however, of which I
complain,—that coundition of the
modern world which makes the birth
of thousands of children tanlnpount
to their direct compulgion to o career
of crime,—is very ancient, and hard
to cure. What umst be done mean-
while, . before means are devised lt)g
right this wrong? Crimo must
re in the most efficient way or
society will dissolve into anarchy.
Law atid order aresach priceless ben-
efits that they must be preserved a¥
every coat. Capital Punishment, it
is urged, 18 indispensable, in the nc-
tual state of things, inerderto secure
the prevention of crime; and this is
ita sufliciont justification.

Now while this defence of Capital

was killed. - About a dozen were
badly hurt,;, The traln was smashed
up badly. 5% .

[

Punishment is almost the only one

put forward Jeliberately at the pres- "

ry the criminal has doue to itself.

Established 1818

o e e e

éut day, I think its force is often se-
eretly enhgnced in the minds ofma:ly
by a feeling that the worst criminals
‘ death, that thelr loss of life
Is a righteous retrittition for the vile
‘they have done. But this feeling I
conceive to be utterly wrong, if made
a- reason for continufng the death
nalty. It Is neither morenor less
!fan the sentithent of gratified ven-
ce; it 13 a vindictive emotion,
anworthy of an enlightened soul. It
is no part of our ?rovince to deal out
the deserta of intquity, as such ; the
rignts of saclety do not include this
?o(;qer of rewnrdl'nef or punishing the
ndi

vidual on pu moral grounds.
With the abstract right or wrong of
huwman gctions, 8o has nothing

to do; it mast regard solely as
benefieial or injurious to social oxder,
aud scrupulousty forbear from assigu-
Ing to them either rewards or pun-
{shments on the score of ttizir moral
character. The murderer, may or
may not deserveto be hung; but in
any case that is no reason for ‘;auging
hlin. The only justiflable’ ressons
for the infliction of penalties are three,
—~reformation of the criminal, repa-
ration to the injured party, preven-
tion of future crime. "Now thedeath
m.ltyum’ neither reform theerim-

‘nor make any reparation to the
murdered man; Its -only possible
justiSestion must, therefore, be the

reveation of future crime. The de-
nee of tal Punishment turns
wholly on thisoeue point, less

the penalty ; and it should be care-
fully observed, that te gdvocate the
jufliction of death as & punishment
on the seore of its moraf appeopriate-
ness or desert, is to make the fitate
usurp the functions of the private
consclence, and meddle with matter
which ought to be sacred from all
ublic interference.” The sole ques-
ion is,—is Capital Punishment neces-
sary to prevent crime? As long ago
as the tipme of Nero, it was perceived
by the philosopher Seneca, that retri-
bution is no part of a just punish-
ment :—** No wise man,” bhe says,
“punishes because erime has been
comnmitted, but only fa order that
crime may no& be commfittad [ Nemo
tis pun i um eat, sed
ﬁ:‘m firl” TUnless essentiaf fo
the preveation of crime, Capital Pun-
jshment cannot be for a moment jus-
tified to an enlightened conscienceon
the plea that erimipal deserves
death, as the reward of-hiscrime. It
ig no business of the State what he
deserves, unless the State is authorfz-

in cases of conscience, to weigh mo-
tives, and execute vengence for sins
as such,—than which nothing could
be ‘mure tyranical or absurd. Kee
out of the problem, thefefore, all

uestions of moral desert, and con-
ane it strictly to the gne inquiry into
social econsequencer,

The general question, howeger,
whether the State has any right. to
inflict the death penalty even to se-
cure'the prewention of crime, must be
first settled. The right to punish
capitally deperids on the ABSOLUTE
XECEssITY of eapital punishment,
On thig point the great and good Ed-
ward Livingston;in his introduction
to the Criminal Code of Louisiana,
has, I believe, laid down the right
principles:—*The right to inflict
death exists, but it must be in de-
fence either of Individual or social:
existence; and it is limited to the
case where no other alternative. re-;
maius to Prevent the threatened des-:
truction,” In the application of these’
principles Mr. Livingston holds that
 a pation may wage a defensive war,
agaitat another gation, or inay sup-.
press by armns arebellion or insurrec-:
tion, slnce in these cases no alterna..
tive remhains; but that society never:
need take the life of an individual,:
since the alternative ofimprisonment:
always remains, and since an indi-’
vidual can never threaten it« actual’
existence. This, however, seems to’
be an Inference not correctly drawn,
What is social existence ?  Not the
existence of theindividuals who com-
pose:society, as Mr. Livingston ap-:
parently assames; all of these, of
course, no one criminal could seri-
ously threaten. But social existence
is the existence of that social order
that established organic law, which
secures life and property to all the
members af society ; and a case may
be conceivediin which singleindivid-
vals'might 8o endanger this sggre-
| gate stability and peace as to”justify
the tuking of their lives in.simple
self-defence. T am inclined to justify
the action of *Vigilance Committees'
in certain cases. At any mte, the
question whether capital punishment
is essential to social existence cannot
be settled ¢ priori for all communi-
ties; the only principle that will
hold is this, that wherever it has be-
come possible to maintain a reasona-
ble degree of publicsecurity tolifeand
property by other penalties, the
right to inflict the death penaity
straightway ceases, inasmuch as self-
defence no longer absolutely requires
it. That this is the casein all our
settled States, certainly in the State
of Ohio, I have not the shadow of a
doubt,

Highly as 1 value human life, it is
not, in my. estimation, above all
price ; freedem is worth more, honor
is worth more, virtuels worth more,
country is worth more, the welfare of
the race is worth more, great ideas
are worth more. For such'as thesea
'man wil! cheerfully sacrifice his life;
and to preserve them nations and
commaunitiesare summoned to sacri-
fice the lives of their children. DBat,
nevertheless, life Is worth more in
proportion as the race becomes civil-
ized; and, in fac?, the value Set on
human life is one of the chief criteria
of the elevation attained by any peo-
ple in_the scale of civilization. Sav-
ages fling it away in mere pastime;
but the wise man would nat die as
the fool dies. A high reverence for
human life is so priceless in its influ-
ence on social well being, that every
means may well be taken to enhance
it in the community. It ig precisely
because the death penalty cheapens
human life, breaks down the guards
of its sanctity in ﬂopular estimation,
that capital ggnis ment, the moment
it censes to absolutely necessary,
lmmediately becomes an enormous
outrage. At the ver{ best, it Is a
necessary evil in certain disorganized
states of society; but in every organ-
ized community it is a demoralizing
agency of fearful power. The people
that permits legalized murder when
other penalties would better accom-
plish the same end, educates its chil-
dren to bloodshed, and wilfully fos-
ters crime in its own borders.

For proof of this statement one
need but consider the effect of public
executions. Thesightof blood-shed-
ding exercises & terrible'influence on
the imagination. 1 saw a year or
two ago in the. daily papers au ac-
count of a little boy of nine years
who, havingseen his father kill and
Jress seversi hogs, afterwards induc-
ed his younger brother to play at kil-
ling hogs, and murdered him in the
horrid sport. The school-master at
Newgate, Enfland. saysthat*‘he has
seen his pupify, before the bodies of
"criminals were'taken down from the
scaffold, play the scene over again,
one acting the convict and the other
the hangman.”’ The fumous Volney,
just after the French Revolution, re-
lates that he was deeply affected at
seeing crowds of children anjuse
themselves- with chopping off the
heads of cats and chickens, in imita-
tion of the dreadful scenes of the guil-
lotine which had then grown inlfre-
quent:—**Even childhood *had be-
come inured to scenes of blood, and
imitated the most frightful tragedies:
for sport.” {

The Rev. I. Roberts ascertained
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thas, out of 167 condemned criminals
all but three had wu:&;g::&
tions,—a fact that shows how little

acles to deter from crime. Ac-
cording to Mr. Buxton,—* It isno:

take place without being the oceasion
on which new crimes are commit,
ted.”” The testimony of Dt Pord,

criminals, s the same. "**An execu-
tion,” he says, “makes.no more im-

xecutions are-of no use; either for
punishing criminals or deterring oth-
ers,” % Every execution,” sald De.
Lushington in the House of Lords,

the hangman.” In1822, John Lech-
ler was hung at Lancaster, Pa;,Tor
murder. The verﬁ' same evening!
one Wilson, who had heen present,
met a weaver named Burns, with
whom he had had some imisundez-
standing, and murdered him,—was
seized by the officers of justice, was
handcuffed with the froiis hardly yet

Irishman, executed for fofgery. was
glven back to his family ; and while

young man came to her to purchase
aofhe forged notes. Forgetting her
grief, she wassellinghimsome when,
belug surprised the officers, she
.thrust the notesdn her alarm into the
mouth of the corpse, where the offi-
cers found them. 8o much for the
example of her husband's fate. Con-
tempt of death, quite as’much as the
hopo of escapikg the uncertain pen-
alty, takes away‘uq! unfrequently
the force of the penaWly. inte
safd to his comrade, while-t \v;go
undergoing the torture.of the whees,
“Why do you make all this noise?—
Did you not know that io our profes-
slon we were subject to one more
malady then the rest ofthe world 9'*
Theinfluenceof tha last dying speech-
es of notarjous eximinals goes direct-
ly to foster n moriid appetite which
teads to crime. An English paper
says that from 1} to 2} milons of
copies of each of the penuy narratives
of the executions of Raush, the>Man-
nings, Courvoisier, Good, Condorand
Greenacre weresold. Can it be doubte
ed that the tendency to crime isstim-
ulated by such a flood of vile, exciting
a 1sto the imagination? Theevila
o? publie

!

execations are 3o great and
their eflects g0 pernicious, thst pri-
vate exectitions kigyve now almost ev-
erywhere taken iw place. Yet
this change dees away with that very
publicity and lmpressiveness.of -thq
spectacle as a morat lesson, which
was: supposed |
achieved by Capital Punishment. In
fact, it i8 a change that proves tha¢
saelety is secretly ashamed of its own
proecedings, and it simply marksi
gradual approach to thecomplete ab-
olition of the death penalty.
But the bratalizing influence of this
barbrous made of punishment fs not
~<0800
:_:l . S‘Z,'ﬁis‘hm;\z which, if inflicted on
the innocent in 1. &take of thegugh
perjury, admits of po *cdress; B
there are overwhelming ,790f3 thst
it has often been inflicted on the 9~
nocent. . Victor de Tracy said in the
French Chamber of deputies. in 1825,
that, within =ix months, eleven sen:

higher courts of France for errors of
[act. Fitzroy Kelly said in the Brit-
ish Parliament that fourteen innocent
rsons were hanged in England dur-
ng the first half of the present cen-
tury. Daniel O’Connel
following statement:—‘* I myself
defended three brothers who were ac-
cused of murder. Isaw the mother
clasp her eldest son, who was but
twenty-two years of age. I saw her
hang on her se who was net
twenty. I saw hif*faint wWhen she
clung to the nee% : r youngest boy,
who was but eigh . They were
executed, and they were innocsnt 1!
No wonder whertsuchawful mistakes
continually occur, that the immortal.
Lafayetle . exclaimed in 1830 in the
French “Chamber of Deputies,—* T
shall demand the abolition of the
death penalty, until I have the infal-
libillity of human judgment proved
tome!” Or that king Louis Phil-
lippe excluimed,—** I have detested
it ail my life long !
_ Not only j3 (apital Punishment
demoralizing to the public mind; not
only are there frequentand fatal mis-
takes in putting the innocent to
death ; but, also, it is a3 useless as it
is barbarous and unjust, The'exper-
iment has been tried of dispensing
with it, and with eminent sucress.
The Empress Elizabeth abolished it
in Russia, declaring,—** Experiencu
demonstrates that capital punish-
ment never made men hetter.”
successor, the great Catherine, adopt-
ed this reform in her code of laws,
and remarked to the Count de Segur
—* We must punish erime without
imitating it; the punishment of death
is rarely anything but a useless bar-
barity.” In Tuscany, where the
death penalty was abolished for 20
yeurs, the Grand Duke officially an--
nounced that *‘all crimes had dimin-
ished;” and Franklin stated that in
Tuscany only five murders occurred
in 20 years, while in Rome and vi-
cinity, where the death penalty was
inflicted, sixty murders occurred In
three months.

Capital Punishment was abolished
also in Bombay; and Sir Jame+
Mackintosh, in his farewell -addres+
to the grand jury, spoke as follows of
the result:—"“The murders in tha
former period, in which Capital Pun:
ishment was jnflicted, were as thren
to one to these in the latter [reri‘od),
in which the law was aholished.”
In the reign of Henry the Eighth,72,."
000 criminals were executed, that is,
2,000 n year; vet crime continually
incrensed. Il is not the geverity, bus.
the certainty of punishment: which.
deters. Mhke the punishment too
severe, and it will not be inflicted.
“When a theft of 40 shillings brought
death in England, within u space of .
two years 333 perjured verdicts were
rendered for thefts of 39 shillings and
11 pence. Jdries will not convict
honestly, if the%nalty is‘excessive.
In the State of Michigan, in which
the déath penalty has been abolished
since 1316, » recent discussion has
taken place concerning the wisdom
of the _present law, in which Chief
Justice Cooley,-Judge Graves, and .
Ex-Gov. Austin Blair, are in favor
of the abolition of Cupital Punish-
ment, while Judge Chrishnncy,Jngq
Sutherland, and Judge Johnson,ara
op to it. Statistics, carefully

am that, in proportion as men

come truly civilized, they will feel
more aud more sympathy with the
an orator, when he : ex-
Away with this erueltv’
Allow it not, O

e

great Rou
claims :*!
fram the State!

judges, to prevail any looger in the

commonwenlth! It has only the
fatal effect of cutting off o many of
your fellowmerrin so cruel a manner,
but it has even banished from men"
of the mildest temper, by the fumil-
iar practice of slaughter, the sentiment
of mercy."”! '

— @

—Michael Heck, a Germapn aged
forty-six years, was killed on Satur-
day evening at Germantown, N, Y.,
by jumping from thé cars whife in
motion. He has « sister residing iu
Cincinnati, .

—The wife of an Irish gentleman
being suddenly taken ill, the husban
ordered a servant toget a horse ready
to go for a -doctor. By the time,
however, that the horse was ready
and the note to the ductor written,
the lady had recovered; on whiclt he&
added the following postseript; and
sent the servant off: “My wife ha\;-’
ing recovered, you need not come.

»

torious that executions very rarely -

ression than the déeath ol afly..., _
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power there i3 in thess sickening:
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who was largely acquajnted with . -

4

L

tences of death were reversed by the .
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drawn, are required in this ecase to-
rendef an opinion safe. Butsure I

volid from the wrists of Lechler. An . |
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