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INDIRECTION. i

Fair are the flowers and the children,
But their subtle suggestion is fairer;
Rare is the roseburst of dawn,
But the secret that clasps it is rarer;
Sweet the exultance of song,
But the strain that precedes
sweeter ;
And never was poem yet writ
But the meaning outmastered the metre.
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Never a daisy that grows

But a mystery guideth the growing;
Never a river that flows

But a majesty scepters the flowing;
Never a Shakespeare that soared

But a stronger than he did enfold him,

Nor ever a prophet foretells
But a mightier seer hath foretold him.

Back of the canvas that throbs,

The painter is hinted and hidden;
Into the statue that breathes

The soul of the sculptor is bidden;
Under the joy that is felt

Lie the infinite issues of feeling;
Crowning the glory revealed

Is the glory that crowns the revealing.

Great are the symbols of being,
But that which is symboled is greater;
Vast the create and beheld,
But vaster the inward creator;
Back of the sound broods the silence,
Back of the gift stands the giving;
Back of the hand that receives
Thrill the sensitive nerves of receiving.

Space is as nothing to spirit;
The deed is outdone by the doing;
The heart of the wooer is warm,
But warmer the heart of the wooing;
And up from the pit where those shiver,
And up from the heights where those
shine,
Twin voices and shadows swim starward,
And the essence of life is divine.
—Richard Realf.

THE BOY IN THE CORNER.

(Concluded from last week).

Sodden and exhausted, they found
shelter at dusk under an overhanging
yock. They could not light a fire. But
it was warm as spring. They ate
their cold food and slept. The clouds
came low and wrapped them in wet
fog, the darkness around them seem-
ed turning fluid, melting, flowing
away; beneath them they could hear
the valleys drowning in the flood. It
was Orrin who rested quietly now,
Saffery who was on the strain. He
wondered if Mrs. MacDade had set the
geranium out in the rain and forgot-
ten, and let the bud get broken. . . .

He dreamed of the breaking bud; it
grew larger and larger, till it seemed
to fill the world. He saw it, crazily,
between sleep and waking, thicker
than a pine tree, and smashing in the
rain with a noise like a tree. He
woke—woke to a noise like the rend-
ing of worlds, felt himself caught up, |
bruised, beaten, whirled away. i

He was flung against a rock and:
left there. Presently he found sense
enough to stretch out a hand. His
groping fingers closed on a bit of
patched mackinaw cloth. He looked
in the struggling silver light of a dim
dawn and saw Orrin lying like a log,
both hands clenched over the pocket
containing the pendant, and cut about
the head. Saffery dragged himself to
his feet; he was sick and staggering, |
but he raised Orrin and set him
against the rock, wiped the mud and
blood from his face and bound up the
cuts. Orrin recovered in a little while,
and seemed the stronger of the two.
He said, “I guess it was a rock slide.”

“Yes.”

“Well, I still got some grub in my
pocket; and the pendant’s safe. Guess
we’d better stay here and rest up a
while, Maybe the rain’ll stop later.”

Saffery stood up. The rain sluiced !
his white face. He looked strangely
young, like a child crying stilly; but
his quiet eyes held some secret fire,
answering the brief fire of the stormy
dawn that rose chill behind the rang-
es. “No,” he said, “I guess we’d bet-
ter not rest up, Orrin, till we get!
home. We’d better be movin’ before |
we stiffen.” ‘

“Where’s the hurry?’ ‘’asked the
battered Orrin, helplessly. But Saf-
fery did not answer. He had taken
the trail already, was already a dim,
uncertain figure moving away from
Orrin in the flying tags and rags of
vapor rising to meet the day. Orrin,
staring, saw him gigantic in them,
sheathed in stormy gold as in a flame;
he felt again the pull of something
tremendous and indomitable; but that
was only Tony Saffery from Mac-
Dade’s store. He cursed him for a
crazy kid, and followed as well as he
could.

In an hour he was forced to stop
and call to the figure ahead for help.
The world was reeling around Tony
Saffery in rings of fire, rings of fog,
and rings of black stone sprayed with
spouting water, all as regular as the
rings of Saturn. But he came back,
put an arm around Orrin, coaxed him
on, talked to him, sang to him. Orrin,
stumbling, half-conscious, was again
aware of some wing of power and glo-
ry that brushed him in its passage;
but it was only Saffery’s arm around
him. They went on. Once they had
to ford a stream in spate, and it was
Saffery who took the weight of the
water and held Orrin on his feet.
Once the flying clots from the skirts
of a snow slide caught them and beat
them to their faces. That must have
been about noon. After it, Orrin’s
nerve broke. He whined and begged
to be left where he lay. Saffery was
implacable. “I won’t leave you, Or-
rn,” he explained, staggering where
he stood, “and I can’t stop with you,
or maybe I’ll find something’s happen-
ed to my geranium. You just got to
come on with me, Orrin.” The miner
wept. The boy from MacDade’s store
got him moving. and theyv swayed
down the last miles of their descent
somehow, clamped together with some
consuming resolution of Saffery’s that
was stronger than the flesh.

Saffery dragged Orrin as far as
Holohan’s before night; and there the
miner collapsed utterly. Men carried
him in: voices auestioned Saffery,
kindly hands held him and thrust
drinks under his nose. But he would
not stay. “Thanks,” he said. “but I

got something I must see to at home.”

He walked on down the street stiffly,
and up the stairs to his room. The
stove was burning, the window was
open. In the corner stood the gerani-
um, freshly sprayed with rain; in the
warmth and the wet the pointed buds
had broken the sheath, showing a
curled petal as white as a cloud. To-
ny Saffery, gazing at it, sobbed once;
then he went down on the floor as if
he had been thrown there, his hands
clasping the pot, the rough bitter-
sweetness of the geranium leaves the
last thing he knew.

The night came when Holohan puil-
ed the corks from his champagne bot-
tles.

Every man who could walk in the
hills was there. There was a kind of
brutal and barbaric romance in the
choice which their desires had thrust
upon the girl who danced for Holohan.
Those who were not in the running
bet freely on those who were. Yet
they set a kind of rough order on th2
outer face of things; they hailed her
and drank to her as usual, and, as us-
ual, pale and cold, she danced for
them; only by the fiercer ring of the
voices that called on Flore Dufresne
and the glasses filled and forgotten
could you have gauged the tension and
passion of the room. In his corner,
quiet and pale, Tony Saffery sat with
his hands clasped together. Beside
him Orrin sat, with a working throat,
holding the diamond pendant.

When the time came, when she Lad
finished her dancing and moved about
the room, he gave it to her. She wallz-
ed, swaying a little, between the ta-
bles where the beer dripped, carrying
her small head like a flower. Her
face was weary. There was no light
in her somber, long eyes. Men, hun-
gering for a word or a look, gave and
gave; her arms were loaded with
gifts. One had brought her a coat of
black fox fur, another a pair of high
doeskin boots tagged with virgin sil-
ver, another a necklet of gold nuggets,
another a heap of rose-red satin that
caught the light like glass. To the
heap in her arms Orrin, trembling,
added his pendant. It lay like a drop
of frost on the satin and the fur.
“Flore?” he said hoarsely. “Flore?”
She did not answer. Her face did not
change. She looked beyond him at
Saffery. She looked a long time, and
suddenly she breathed hard, there was
a light like anger in her eyes. “Youi”

stare so much, you that say nothing,
you boy in the corner, Tony Saffery—
ain’t you got a price to buy me with?” |

Saffery got up and went to her, "’
holding his hands lightly before him.
He was smiling his faint smile; his
eyves were on her. There was a deep
silence in the place. “I got something
for you,” he said gently, “but there
ain’t no price to it.” He opened his
hands. And on the heaped gifts in
her hold he laid a white geranium
flower.

She looked from it to him. And sud-
denly the red flood flashed from her
throat to her hair. What—is it ?”” she
breathed. “I—don’t  understand.
What—is it? ... .”

“Just a flower for you.”

“A—white flower? . . .

‘(Yes'"

There was no sound. Then quicker
and quicker came her breath. She be-
gan to tremble. “Oh, my God!” she
stammered. “A flower, a white flower
—for me!” Her arms fell. The furs,
the gold, the diamonds, spilled on the
floor. Holding the geranium flower,
she slipped suddenly to her knees be-
side the table in a passion of tears.

Infinite wonder for a minute, infin-
ite doubt. Then, in a roar of rage, the
storm broke on Saffery.

Men seized him, thrust him away.
Blows rained on him. He fought while
he could see or stand, silent, smiling
his secure smile. He went down at
last, still fighting, hearing Flore Du-
fresne seream. In the multitude of
his assailants, perhaps, lay his safety.
Holonan got him away at last and
pushed him out into the street. He
iay where he was dropped, in the
snow, face upward, smiling faintly
with bloody lips. That indomitable
thing within him had never been so
strong, never so confident. Over the
men in the cafe who still fought an:
drank, over the girl, over the ruin and
the weakness and the pity of mortal
life, he was conqueror.

For me?”

No one molested him. He was only

‘a drunk turned out of Holohan’s.
| When his life came back to Lim a lit-

tle he got up and went home.

He climbed the stairs to his little
neat room above MacDade’s store.
Everything was quiet here, undisturb-
ed; only, a tiny silvery scar on the
stem of the geranium showed where
he had broken the flower. He kneit
unsteadily, smiling, and touched the

scar with his disfigured lips. Then he
lay down on the narrow bed; he pil-
lowed his head on his arms so that he
could watch the sky. Without moving,
he waited.

He watched the sky darken, the
dawn of star after star. He watched
that tremendous march of the hosts
of heaven a long time. Then came the
faint knock at the outer door.

He got up and went down stairs and
opened the door.

In the glimmer of star-shine on
snow, Flore Dufresne was only a dark
cloaked shape. She had a fur hood on,
little fur boots. Her hands were bare
to the cold. She held them out to him,
dumbly. He saw the geranium flower
lying on her joined palms, which
trembled. The white petals were
crossed with gray scars and rents.
She said humbly, “Why did you give
it to me?”

“I loved you the first time I saw
you.”

“You loved me?”

“Yes. You put me in mind of a
flower, a white flower.”

“Me?,f
I had this growing for
you a long while. It only flowered to-
day.”

The girl in the snow was weeping
passionately, silently. He did not ask
her in, nor even touch her to comfort
her. But nothing was between them,
as they stood, but the clean air, the
light of stars.

She said at last, desperately simple,
“I think you’ve broke my heart for
me.” She lifted the flower to her lips,
kissed it, sobbing, and held it out to
the boy. “We used to have them kind
at home,” she said. “Don’t you want
it back ?” ¢

“Nec. It’s yours.”

“Oh, my heart’s broke!”

“Will you let me mend it for you,
Flore?”

Her eyes were raised for the first
time, questioning him with a tender-
ness of hope, an agony of doubt. She
held the geranium flower to her
breast. After a minute she said un-
certainly, “Don’t! Don’t for the sake
of pity, if it’s what the others’ve said!
Don’t you—that gave me the white
flower—Don’t you say it. ... .”

“Can’t you trust me?”

She looked at him. If there had
been a shadow in Saffery’s clear eyes
her look must have found it; if there

look must have reached it. After a
moment she bent her head, saying
faintly, “Tell me what’s in your
mind.”

The boy looked away from her,
looked at the stars. “This was in my
mind from the first: A little town far
away from here, where it’s warm,
where things’ll grow. A little
store in the town. A little room be-
hind the store, with white geraniums
in the winder, and maybe a white cat;
and . .. my wife.... . goin’ in and
ouat... . . "

“Me?” breathed the girl after a
long time; and the wonder in her
voice was that of a new-risen soul.
Me?”

Xesl
*You .. - cant-mean 165 Not
Me; i $

“«

I never heard God meant only plants
was to grow, and men and women stay
dead.”

She came close to him but did not
touch him. Her hands were clasped
on her heart above the flower. She
said, “Look at me. With this—here
—-g’ym}’ believe I'd lie to you?”

,  “Half the things you’ve heard said

| of me ain’t true. But—"

. The boy waited, his grave eyes on
er.

! “But they would have been. They

| would have been, without you, . . my

' dear.”

I Then for the first time he put his
voung hands on her shoulders, bent

orward, and gravely kissed her cheek.
| She trembled. No blush followed the

i touch of his hurt lips on the pale
clearness of her skin.

Ieach other, utterly content, utterly

! simple, like children that have wan-

I dered far and at last come home.

i  She whispered, “What shall I do?”

! “Go back and wait for - me. I’ll

i come for you tomorrow and we’ll go
away—together.”

He watched her as she obeyed him
| without a word, watched her as she
| drew the little' hood round her face,
and turned from him, and went away
through the frosty glimmer of the
stars on the snow, a slight dark shape,
holding in her hands the bitter-sweet
geranium flower as a priest might
hold the bread of his sacrament.—By
M. L. C. Pickthall, in The Woman’s
Home Companion.

They faced l

—

i Tells Why He Waited.

» A year ago a manufacturer engag-
i ed a boy. For months there was noth-
. ing noticeable about the boy except
' that he never took his eyes off the
! work he was deing. A few weeks ago
| the manufacturer looked up to see the
boy standing beside his desk.

“What do you want?” he asked.

“Want my pay raised.”

“What are you getting ?”

“Ten shillings a week.”

“Well, how much do you think you
are worth ?”

“Fifteen shillings.”

“You think so, do you?”

“Yes, sir, an’ I’ve been thinkin ’so
for three weeks, but I've been so
| blamed busy I ain’t had time to speak
to you about it!”

Lucky Beatrice.

Little sister was telling the next
| door little girl all about it.

“My sister Beatrice is awfully
lucky. She went to a party last night
! where they played a game in which
| the men either had to kiss a girl or
| pay a forfeit of a box of chocolates.”
| “Well, how was Beatrice lucky?”
| “She came home with thirteen box-
es of chocolates.”—Houston Post.

MEDICAL.

WhyMIt Succ;gii_sq

! Because It’s for One Thing Only, and
Bellefonte People Appreciate
This.

Nothing can be good for everything.

Doing one thing well brings suc-
cess.

Doan’s Kidney Pills are for one
thing only.

For weak and disordered kidneys.
Ask your neighbor.

Here is Bellefonte evidence to prove
their worth.

Mrs. Charlotte Reed, 214 E. How-
ard St., says: “My eyesight became
very bad, brought on by kidney trou-
ble. I used Doan’s Kidney Pills and
they gave me very beneficial results.”

Price 60c, at all dealers. Don’t
simply ask for a kidney remedy—get
Doan’s Kidney Pills—the same that
Mrs. Reed had. Foster-Milburn Co.,
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433 Kelso, Rehecen...... Centre Brick & Clay Co..... 6052 | 433 158 Brenner, Daniel.. ... Christ Sharer B8t ... . .. 13| 92 Wallace, Thomas....Realty Estates.............. 11.90
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70 Mason, John S...... Kato Coa D s i 4 153 Edwards, omas...Mrs. A. J. Steinman... 4.
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