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Plummer Earned Machine Favor By Abject
Servility :

 

His Legislative Career Shows a Continuous Course
- of Iniquity and An Unbroken Record of Obedience
; to the Bosses—Voted For All the Vicious Legisla-

tion of the Gang and
the People.

J. Lee Plummer’s rapid progress in-

to the affections of the Republican
machine managers was in reward of |

Against All Measures Fo

immunity in stuffing ballot boxes and
| manipulating election returns.

He voted for the bill creating a state
| — lative Rec-his servility. His first service in the department of labor.—Legislative

legislature was in the session of 1903,
in which he was chairman of the house ]
committee on elections. The sinister
service required of him in that capa-
city was the unseating of two Demo-
cratic representatives who were hon-
estly elected and giving their places
to Republicans, prevent the passage
of ballot reform and personal registra-
tion legislation and promote the ini-
quitous measures of the machine. The
members were unseated the day he-
forg the close of the session, in order
that the claimants might get the sal-
ary of $1500 each and the perquisites
of the office.

Base Use of Political Power.
Political iniquity was never in-

voked for a baser purpose. The testi
ony was overwhelmingly in favor of
1¢ sitting members, and during the

fnquiry offers were made to abandon
fe contest in consideration of ‘sup-
port of certain legislation by the gen-
tlemen concerned. Even the most dar-
ing of the machine leaders hesitated
about perpetrating so palpable an out-
sage. But when the offers of compro-
mise were indignantly refused, Chair-
man Plummer commanded the admira-
tion of the banditti by boldly declaring
in favor of the contestants and award-
ing the seat of Francis X. Blumle, of
Cameron county, to H. H, Mullin, and
that to which Bernard J. Ferry, of the
Fourth district of Luzerne county, was
fairly elected, to James G. Harvey.
Plummer, who prepared the reports

by perversion of the evidence, was
the only man who defended the ini-
quity, though it was assailed with
great emphasis and considerable ve-
hemence by both Democrats and Re-
publicans on the floor. Frank B. Mec-
Clain, of Lancaster, floor leader of the
Republicans, was justly indignant at
such a betrayal of honor and honesty.
“If I felt that the sitting member from
Cameron (Mr. Blumle) was not hon-
estly entitled to his seat,” said Mr.
McClain, “I would vote to unseat him.
But after diligent and unprejudiced
inquiry and examination of the evi-
dence submitted, I can find no reason
for thus dealing with him.” Thomas
V. Cooper, the veteran and eloquent
representative of Delaware county in
house of representatives, also spoke
earnestly against the adoption of the
report, saying that he would cheer-
fully vote for it if any member of the
elections committee who. had signed
it would give even a shadowy reason
for it or produce a scintilla of evi-
dence that Mr. Blumle was not entitled
to his seat. Neither the report nor the
speech of the chairman of the com-
mittee does this, he continued. Plum-
mer’s record on this crowning outrage
may be found on pages 3729 to 3740 of
the Legislative Record.

Further Proof of Turpitude.
* Though Mr. Plummer’s efforts in those
cases would have entitled him to the
everlasting gratitude of the machine

pirates they are not the sum and sub-

stance of his infamous achievements.
. He was in full accord with all the
machine legislation and votedfor the
‘Susquehanna river grab, which involv-

ed the repéal of the canal company’s

scharter.
i He supported the notorious Kingston
Dam bill which was intended to bestow
“on machine favoritesauthority to seize
the canal as well as all rivers and

“streams of the commonwealth.
The iniquitous filtration bill, which

“was designed to enrich certain favor-
“jtes of the state machine and would
“have put the people of all parts of ihe
‘state under the mercy of the “gang,”
received his active and earnest supa
port.

Those bills were subsequently strick-
en from the calendar of the senate for
the reason that Governor Pennypacker

served notice on those concerned that
he would positively veto every one of
them. Even to oblige Quay and serve
the conspirators who hadgoneto dan-
gerous lengths to help himtothe gub-
érnatorial nomination the servile Pen-
nypacker would not approve such mon-

strous measures. But Plummer had no

qualms of conscience. He was cordially

for them and his record to that effect
will be found on pages 1520 and 1521,
1689, 2431 to 2435 of the Legislative
Record.
Plummer’s record on other machine

legislation during the session of 1903
was equally maladordus, moreover. He

voted for and made a speech in sup-
port of the Moore's judges’ salary bill,
which increased the salaries of all the
judges in the state in violation of the
constitution—Legislative Record, page

897.
He voted for the bill authorizing the

city commissioners instead of the
courts of Philadelphia to appoint elec-
tion officers in that city.—Legislative
Record, page 909. The purpose of that
bill.was to give the Penrose-Durham-
McNichol machine greater freedom and

| ord, pages 1694-1700. This bill was op-
' posed by the United Mine Workers for
the reason that leaders in that organi-
zation believedthat it would create a
lot of useless offices. As a matter of
fact that was the exact purpose of the
measure. A place was needed for Cap-
tain James M. Clark, Republican ma-
chine boss in Lawrence county, who
was to have been the head of the de-
partment, while the various other sine-
cures and soft snaps would have made
excellent stock in trade for commerce
in politics.

Hostility to Honest Elections Revealed
“He voted for the bill appropriating

to J. H. Shaw, one of the Philadelphia
councilmen who voted for the gas lease
and boasted that he would vote to over-
ride the mayor's veto, $1071 for badges
furnished the legislature of 1897 for a
junket to Philadelphia to attend the
dedication of the Washington monu-

| ment—Legislative Record, page 2685.
| He also voted for the bill abolishing
| the circle on the official’ ballot—Legis-
lative Record, pages 3, 437-38. The bill

i Was so manifestly dishonest that the
late Malcolm L. McConnell, chairman
of the House Republican steering com-
mittee, voted against it.
As a “dodger” Mr. Plummer proved

himself quite artful, moreover, during
the session of 1903. That is he “dodg-
ed” several very important measures
upon which public interest had center-
ed. For example he is recorded as “ab-
sent and not voting” on the bill pro-
viding that election officers must be
residents of the districts or divisions
within which they act. — Legislative
Record, pages 1029-30. The bill was
notoriously designed to protect election
frauds. Its effect would have been to
legalize the phantom election officers
of which so much is now heard in con-
nection with the padded registry lists.
He also “dodged” the vote on the bill

providing that where a certificate of
nomination is not sustained by the
courts the petitioner shall be compelled
to pay thecosts.—Legislative Record,
page 2, 2029. The obvious intent of
that bill was to prevent attacks on ma-
chine made tickets. With such a law
in force nominations by certificate
would be hazardous and might be very
expensive,

Plummer As An Artful Dodger.
Mr. Plummer likewise “dodged” the

vote on the resolution of Frank W.
Mohr, anti-machine Republican of
Berks county, to refer to the committee
for a public hearing the atrocious Sny-
der water works bill, which the “gang”
was forced by public sentiment to aban-
don after orders for its passage had
been issued. This bill was clandestine-
ly introduced into the house and was
intended to give the Penrose-Durham-
McNichol machine power to dispese of
the Philadelphia water works in the
same manner that they tried te steal
the gas works since. Plummer’s rec-
ord on the resolution will be found in
the Legislative Record, page 2359.
The “culminating atrocity” of Mr.

Plummer’s record during the session
of 1903 was his vote for the infamous
but useless “Press Muzzler,” the Salus-
Grady libel law. He had beer admon-
ished against the outrage of the con-
stitution and attempt to stifle eivil and
religious liberty. But Quay was smart-
ing under the shame of his then recent
trial for misusing the funds of the
state and his associate gangsters prob-
ably felt that the storm which has
since broken over them was then im-
pending and hoped to avert it by mnz-
zling the press. The expectation was
disappointment, however, and the per
fidious legislator rather than his in-
tended victims is suffering the conse-
quence of his folly. .

Plummer’s Crowning Outrage.

It was during the session of 1903,
moreover, that Plummer made clear

his servility to the machine and treach-
ery to the people by openly opposing

personal registration. . Mr. Ikeler, of

Columbia county, had introduced a
resolution to discharge from the com-
mittee on elections, of which Plummer

was chairman, the ballot bill prepared

by the Democratic state committee and
which Quay had promised to support.

It provided for personal registration in
the cities and in opposing the resolu-
tion to discharge the committee and
place it on the calendar Mr. Plummer
said:

“I does not seem to me to be right
or just because there is a cry of fraud

in Philadelphia that every city in the
state should be put to the inconveni-
ence and expense of a personal regis-

tration law to enable a few reformers
to experiment with the cure of fraud in

that city.” Legislagive Record, pages
192-22. 3
As the claim of patriotism is “the

last refuge of a scoundrel so the buga-
boo of the cost is the first and last
resort of a corruptionist who sees re-

form approaching.” Naturally Mr.

Plummer invoked this expedient to de-
lay personal registration; but the fail-
ure of it then has cost the people ten-
fold more in graft since than personal

registration would have come to in a
generation.

 

 

J. Lee Plummer’s abject subserviency
ta the machine in the contested elec-
tion cases disposed of during the ses-
sion of 1903 made him a prime favor-
ite at the beginning of the session of
1905. During the two previous sessions,
Ward B. Bliss, of Delaware county,
had been chairman of the committee
on appropriations, admittedly the most
important position in the Legislature
rom a machine standpoint, with the
possible exception of the Speakership.
According to precedent, Mr. Bliss, hay-
ing been re-elected, stood to succeed
himself, with Mr, McClain, of Lancas-
ter, the fittest man in the body, meas-
ured by experience and ability for the
office, first in the line of succession.
Shortly before the session opened, how-
ever, Mr. Bliss died, and Plumer was
Jumped over McClain’s head into the
coveted position.

sociated with legislation understand
the vast power for good or evil vest-
ed in the chairmanship of the house
committee on appropriations. He is in
fact in control of the purse-strings of
the Commonwealth, and supported ty
a well-disciplined machine can dispose
of the revenues of the State almost at
his pleasure. For years it has been
one of the principal sources of révenue
for the machine, the rake-off from ap-
propriations to charitable and educa-
tional institutions amounting to a vast
sum each session. But to make this
graft available, it is necessary to have
an absolutely obedient and entirely
conscienceless man at the head of the
committee. In the contested election
cases, Mr. McClain showed that he
couldn’t be depended upon, and Plum-
mer proved that he could. Therefore,
Plummer was taken.

State Charities Perverted.
The record of the appropriations committee of the last Legislature is

80 notorious and rotten that it’s hard-
ly worth while to cite it in detail. The
managers of every charity in the
State know how their recommenda-
tions were ignored, the members of the
committee remember how they were
slighted, and the general public has
come to understand that political ex-
pediency rather than the merits of in-
stitutions or the necessities of the
wards of the Commonwealth was con-
sulted in dispensing the charities. Rep-
resentative Hays, of Butler county, a
lifelong Republican and member of the
committee, openly charged Chairman
Plummer with usurping authority and
betraying public interests by shaping
the appropriations to serve the politi-
cal machin» ratner than the interests
of the people. P.uimmer was silent
under the accusation because he knew
it could be proved.
His relationship to other vicious leg-

islation of the session of 1905 may well
be examined by the voters who are
asked to entrust him with a closer as-
sociation with the treasures of the
State. It can be said without fear of
contradiction that he supported with
voice, vote or personal solicitation
every iniquitious measure considered
during the session, and’ that he didn’t
vote for a single measure im the inter-
est of the people unless it was some
trifle which the maehine consented to
as a sort of sop to the reform whale:
For example:
He voted against a resolution in-

structing Pennsylvamia Senators, and
requesting our Representatives in Con-
gress to vole for the legisiation ad-
vocated by President Roosevelt pro-
hibiting discrimination fn freight
charges and the payment ef rebates.
Legislative Record, pages 200-204.

Against Personat Registration.
He voted against the resolution offer-

ed by Mr. Sheatz, ef Philadelphia, to
discharge the elections committee
from the farther censideration of his
personal registration bill for cities of
the State. Legislative Reeord, pagés
977-78. The measure had been held in
committee so long that the purpose tc
smother it stood revealed, and the ob-
ject of the motion was to put it en
the calendar in order that it might
have a chance of passing. Mr. Plum-
mer and most of the Republicans un-
der orders from the machine managers
voted against the motion and defeated
it. .
He dodged the vote on the resolu-

tion offered by Mr. Creasy to put the
bill allowing trolley railrads to carry
freight on the calendar. Legislative
Record, pages 2219-22. That measure
was also being stified in committee by
machine orders. 3
He voted against the resolution offer-

ed by Mr. Scofield, Republican, of
Clearfield, to take the employers” lia-
bility out of the committee on judiciary
general and place it on the calendar.
Legislative Record, pages 2224-27. This
bill was advocated by the United Mine
Workers and other labor organizations,
and is already in successful and satis-
factory operation in a number of
Btates.

The Infamous Vice Bills,
He voted for the atrocious Puhl bill.

Legislative Record, pages 1039-40.

This measure was designed to de-
stroy the Philadelphia Law and Order

Society. ‘When the partnership be-
tween the police department and the
purveyors of vice became so notorious

that the public conscience revolted,
the Law and Order Society was or-
ganized as a defensive expedient by
well-meaning people. For several
years it had been the only agency to
repress vice, andits activities were in
some measure menacing the prosperity

of the odious partnership. The society
operated through deputy constables ap-

pointed by friendly Magistrates. The

constables operated under the direction
of agents of the society, and without
consultation with the police. The Puhl
bill required all such organizations to
make public all its movements, includ-
ing its sources of revenue, the obvious
purpose being to enable the police de- partment to “tip off” the criminals all.

‘Few outside of those intimately as-’

i his blunder,

who contributed to the funds of the
society as unfriendly and venal police
authorities can.
He voted for two of the infamous

Ehrhardt bills, and dodged the vote
on the other. Legislative Record, pages
1080-81; 1414-15.

These monstrous measures werein-
tended to protect the “white slave”
dealers in Philadelphia. A numberof
miscreants had formed a syndicate to
recruit for the brothels of that city
and New York. Their method was to
send agents into the country towns
and to the ports of entry where, under
promise of lucrative employment, they
would induce attractive country girls
and likely immigrant girls to accom-
pany them to the dens of vice and
crime. Once there, there was no es-
cape, and they were starved or coerced
into lives of shame. The Law and
Order Society having obtained infor-
mation of this most awful iniquity,
setabout to break it up. The deputy
constables were invoked and several
arrests made. The Ehrhardt bills pro-
hibited deputy constables from serv-
ing warrants unless they were coun-
tersigned by the Superintendent of Po-
lice, the purpose being to notify any
of the “white slave” dealers when war-
rants were issued against them so that
they could escape arrest.
Plummer was fully informed of the

nature of those infamous bills as well
as the object of them, but he support-
ed themnevertheless. ;
Other Votes Inimical to Public Interest
He voted for the Quay monumentin

capital park. Legislative Record,
page 2292. ; i:
He dodged the vote on the bill abol-

ishing fees for District Attorneys and
substituting stated salaries. I.egisla-
tive Record, page 2324.
He voted for all the Philadelphia

“ripper”. bills. Legislative Record,
pages 3027-35.
He voted for the freak libel bill in-

troduced at the instance of Mr. Olier.
of Pittsburg. Legislative Record,
pages 3919; 3957-58. :
He dodged the vote on the bill giving

privileges to the paper trust in Penn-
sylvania that are not enjoyed by other
foreign corporations. Legislative Rec-
ord, pages 848-51.
He spoke and "voted against the

amendment to the general appropria-
tion bill, offered by Mr. Creasy, in-
creasing the appropraition for town-
ship high schools from $100,000 to $200,-
000. Republican Floor Manager Mc-
Clain and others supported the meas-
ure, and the day after its defeat the
machine bosses compelled Plummer *o
move a reconsideration of the vote,
and stultify himself by an apology for

Even Durham and Pen-
rose wouldn't stand for such folly.
There is no record of the vote on

the motion of Mr. Dunsmore, of Tioga
county, increasing the age limit in the
odious Judges’ retirement bill from 70
years to 90, but as that bill was a nra-
chine measure, and as Plummer had
voted for the Judges’ salary increase
at the previous session, it may be pre-
sumed that he voted with the: other
servile tools of the machine against
the amendment. It was adopted, how- |
ever, and the iniquitous bill was sub-
sequently Iaughed off the calendars.

DR. WESTON IS FOR BERRY

The Venerable Theologian Congratu-
lates Candidate On His Speeches.
The religious world, as it is repre-

sented in Pennsylvania, is conreerned in
the pending political campaign more
tham usual. That is, those concerned
with the comservatiom of the moral in- |
terests of the State are cordial in their
support ofthe Demoecratic nominee for
State Treasurer.
For example, when the newspaper

comments on Mr. W. H. Berry’s speech |
aceepting the Demoeratic nomination
for State Treasurer reached the re-
treat of Rev. Dr. Henry G. Weston,
president of Crozier Theological Semi--
nary, that venerable educator and
clergyman was delighted, not enly with.
thefact of the nomination, but with
thehigh plane upoa which the candi-
dateplaced himself.
In proof of this fact, the following

Jeter from Dr. Weston to Mr. Berry
is apropo:

Crazier Theological Seminary.
Chester, Pa., Sept. 3, 1905.

My Dear Mr. Berry: Allow me to say
that I have been exceedingly pleased
withthe reports in the newspapers of
Your speeches—your campaign speeches
throughout the State. They are not
only admirable in spirit, but most peli-
tic in their influence on the contest.
Attacks on the personal character

of an opponent invariablyarouse sym- |
pathy for the man abused, and awaken
or increase a personal dislike for the
speaker. Where it is possible, a manly
tribute likethat you paid to the late
Mayor here intensifies theimpresssion:
that you are honestly striving for a
principle and not for personal advance-
ment or personal revenge. You can-
not do better for yourself or your cause
than to rigidly adhere to the course
you have thus far pursued. For your
success you have my best wishes and
my words always when they will do
you any good. I am very truly
yours. HENRY G. JESTON.
Dr. Weston is widely knS%n through-

out this country and Europe as a theo-
logian and scholar. His tribute to the
personal fitness and character of Mr.
Berry will have a profound influence
on the public mind of the country.

 

Married On Death-Bed.

Niagara Falls, N. Y., Oct. 3.—The
Memorial hospital here was the scene
of a death-bed marriage. Albert E.
Avery, of Sault Ste Marie, who is ex-
pected to die at any moment from ap-
pendicitis, was married to Miss Bertha
May Herron, of Scranton, Pa. Avery
was operated on Wednesday. Miss
Herron, who was in Scranton prepar-
ing for her wedding on October 15,
was summoned when Avery's condi-
tion became serious, and at Avery's
request the marriage ceremony was
performed. 

Nothing But Heroic Operation Will
. Prolong His Life.

Chicago, Sept. 30.—It has been de-
cided by the physicians in attendance
on President Harper, of Chicago Uni-
versity, that nothing will save his life
but a surgical operation of a heroic
character. It is admitted that there
is practically no chance of saving his
life unless the cancer which is killing
him can be checked by the removal
of a portion of the large intestine. It
is proposed by the surgeons to make
an examination in a few days to de-
cide upon the advisability of the oper-
ation. It is, however, admitted that
the chances are greatly against the
permanent relief of the patient if the
operation is performed.

SENATOR MITCHELL INJURED

Fell and Broke a Rib While Watchig
the Dry Docking of a Steamer.

Portland, Ore., Oct. 3. — United
States Senator John H. Mitchell was
taken to a local hospital suffering
from a broken rib. He slipped on some
loose earth while watching the dry
docking of the steamship Oceano. Seri-
ous complications are not apprehend-
ed, but on account of the senator’s
advanced age his physician thinks it
will be some time before he will be
able to leave the hospital.

Wants New Triple Alliance For Peace
Paris, Sept. 30.—The Echo de Paris

this morning prints an article signed
by Andrew Carnegie, in which the
writer argues in favor of an illiance
of the United States, France and
Great Britain for the safeguarding of
the peace of the world. The author
denominates the countries named as
“the three republics, two uncrowned
and one crowned.”

  

Medical.
 
 

NEVER TIRED OF IT

BELLEFONTE PEOPLE ARE PLEASED TO SHOW THE GRAT-

ITUDE THEY FEEL.

People cured of lame, weak and aching
back, kidney weakness and urinarytroubles never tired of letting others
know ofthe remedy which did it; Doan’s
Kidney Pills, The cures are permanent
cures, as£20ple who were cured years ago
now testify. Here is a case of the thorough
working of Doan’s Kidney Pills here oy
Bellefonte.

James Rine. carpenter, of 239 High
Street, says: *‘Doan’s Kidney Pills eured
me in 1897 and the statement” I made for
publication at that time Jecommending
this remedy was a true statement £00:
to-day. I therefore have no hesitation in
recommending Doan’s Kidney Pills again.
I was so weak before I took the first dose
that I could not put on my shoes and was
hardly able to drag myself around. There
were severe pains all through my back
and all through my limbs. During all the
Jeare sinee Doan’s KidneyPills cared me
have not been troubled in this way. I

recommended Doan’s Kiduey Pills to a
good many people and have sent many
suffering to F. Potts Green’s drug store
for the first box. In no case has the re-
sult been other than satisfactory.”

For sale by all dealers. Price 50 eents.
Foster-Milburn Co., Buffalo, N. Y., sole
agents for the United States.

member the name—Doan’s—an+ take
no other. 50-25

 

Pues A cure guaranteed if you use
-RUDYS PILE SUPPOSITORY

D. Matt, Romp on, Supt. Graded Sehools,
Statesville, N. C., writes: “J can say they do
all you claim for them.” Dr. S. M. Devore,
Raven Roek, W. Va., writes: “The Bite uni-
versal sasisfaction.’” Dr. H, D. MeGil , Clarks.
burg, Tema.,writes: “In a practice of 23 years
I have found no remedy to equal Jour.Price, 50 cents. Samples Free. dbDruggists, and in Bellefonte by C. M. Parris
Call for Free Sample.. .
50-22-1y = MARTIN RUDY, Lancaster, Pa.

———————————————————————————————

Travelers Guide.

 

 

 
 

(CENTRAL RAILROAD OF PENNA.
Condensed Time Table eflective Now. 28, 1904.
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BELLEFONTE CENTRAL RAIL-
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Schedule in effect May 28, 1905,

Trains arrive at and q t v
Traineartive epart from BELLEFONTE

VIA TYRONE—WESTWARD.Leaye Bellefonte, 5.5 2. $2ieek-days arrive atv Ly &? I lshite vp hs na, 1.00 p. m., at
eave efonte 1.05 p. m., week-days, arrive atone, 2.10 p. m,, at Al 10

’ Plisbure op 2 2% toona, 3.10 Pp. m., st
eave efonte, 4.44 daily p. m, arrive at Ty-rone 6.00, at Altoona,6.55, at Pittsburg SayVIA TYRONE—EASTWARD,Leave Bellefonte, 9.53 a. m,, week-days, arriveat Tyrone, 11.05,a. m. at Harrisburg, 2.35 Pp.m., a Philadelphia, 5.47. p. m,Leaye Bellefonte, .05 p. m.,week-days, arrive atTyrone, 2.10 p, m., at Harrisburg, 6.35 p. m.,at Philadelphia, 10.47 p. m.Loneetalon,348Pam. daily, arrive at Ty-.00 p. al gt 0Philadelphia 4.338, m., 5 8610.00 p. m.VIA LOCK HAVEN-—WESTWARD.Leave Bellefonte,1.25 P. m., week-days, arrive atLoox Haver 2.10 P. m., arrive at uffalo, 7.40

VIA LOCK HAVEN—EASTWARD.Leave Bellefonte, 9.32a.m. Weekdays,Arrive at
msport,

3.20 p. m.,

arrive at
amsport,

Lock Haven Jogo, a.m.
5 - M., arrive at Harrigat Philadelphic at 6.23 3 m. burg,Leave Bellefonte, 1.25 Pp. m., Tockdays,

ill
Ls SkHaver 2.10 p. m., leave

. m., arrivePhiladel; hia'7.33 b. mn,"TIDUTE, 6.00 p. m.,eave eionte, 8.16 p. m.. week-days,ock Haven, 9.15 p. m., leave Williamorors1.35a,
4.15a.m., ar-

Has Harrisburg,m., arrive at
Philadelphia at 7.17a, m.

VIA LEWISBURG,Leave Bellefonte, at 6.40 a, m., week-days arriveat Lewicburg, at 9.05 a. m., Montan on, 9.15,Harrisburg, 11.30 a, m., Philadelphia,3.17 p.m,Leave Bellefonte, 2.00 Pp. m., week iy arrive atLewisburg 4.35, P. m. at Montandon 4.45 Pp.Harrisburg, 7.00 P. m., Philadelphia at 10.47p. m.
For full information, time tables, &e., call onticket agent, or addre . E. -
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