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HUMBOLDT
A Testimonial to the Menmory of

Frederick Henry Alexander Von
Humboldt.

C.,lntr‘ I .1.• ity to
All ah.l A \ 1.• -”A .. IN 1.,1,

h. A r.t4 itill3l A.I .\I. L.
andcr V..n Ilunib ldt Thl.•
that an litinil)lo individual unit pr..f.orl)
aceetAt the ten.lor lot t id a

lois I:. 11,1,1 LI% teht.llll. ,llllll
~ 1 1...11%,. 1.-lit iii,a

All 111,3,tire, und
udh.•m to 10(.1,i' Vl. -

hw•au ,r the n,•a• nn• WI

familiar to thorn, wo cline: to ota •t•-

t trm•, -.Ws) H. they may 1.4., rather than
work by kirra, ,trqp,o. We
and tlndl ut `•K,o-ni,..i “or r1.11;:ion ~or
our nor our ,min =
(nose of totitire An f1 ,.'11.!
atostoolou the book Hi without, rolitri.,,

prink If 11117111.H(
~r,tr. int,gr

n 4 if ,itvirp_i •' ISr wJt ut raid% I
I in till+

bubiniiiii• called too to Berlin to IH-Oi I
cone' 1041 to k un ititar‘iiia, With
Humboldt, that, I,erlocp fa•
would ri•loAti nn ontiir-
ra-,tnatitii by Ronnne furtliiir
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U.. Nott iilludo 1.. KO-1,1,, ,

.‘ll ,l r%h.•ir 1 a-..•111,1, hr nd,h•d,
him;hity, fieely 0o nr, not

z qq .,...ili wt hurt ymt, etn.l
other-, hay, nub suilietent rellrrti•,l,
!rowelCr, dint an author 111,13 uziule

render-, which he
neler thought of him-elf

Thai w very likely to b• the en,e
with poet, like Homer and St hiller,
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Htt't ttr t hurt li Iw. ari-t ta
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at~t' Nl,l t. r art•t. Nt•ttlit•r ba• ht.
.ti.[ .1 .tht gnat 1.1 'rail tt.•r% itt•ta.

11,. tot( tt II t.,
Hilt lo.riltl. tl ..r d.

11A it :wort t r,
11 tilt m.l“, him grt:ll. '
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Qntt..r.•.l n,, ior
of mm, nv I nn n .t. th.
,nll.-44..5tr,i, .(14., and u.• t•• 6m.r11.
Mint at.tl,••

.4.4.4r,111, 1111,1 1111411111,1.1( 1,, ~1111 4. a \

, wlnl. tp 1- a Nl•rit‘ .11111 11

\writ I, 111. 111.1-1 1110 tai 11.4, 4.r ~ttr ..,.1.4t.r.,-
too, ltri• 1114.1*.• rlll,ll-%,,r-1111., 1111 114,1 -tll%
ul 1111 4'lllllol'llod 010 .411!
MOE= Wht eel...tor:de -ha inn% tin-
nm - ent, inind le:111.1.kt 9 .1u 1 the
true t., it Hutt
u ben tai Mir

wind then• ri.es L. fun! ”ur metiti4l
stew, hr-tile, the Milli, a co•iiiiiry, wul
at, lir a that the (•••:Ittiry repr.•%4•lit 11
lAtkiS4., !Ohl that 1111111ittAlit 14 Its 4,111-
1118•',4 eltplAa•lit

Hilt 11111 r, ll.' this wore than the
olh'r gnat t4ien 4, t.t. In,' nemu st tar
alas 1111,1 rvntenwl ltration, 0 Are
not St hiller, (;oetlitt and Napoleon also
r. prt sentatite !nen ' They tir.•, 1.•

p. 66,qt.,•,1,,,t in a diner..lit sense
In Schiller, the Gentians eleltrattd
their own intiernist-t rdivalrucs, and
Goethe the Elighnil permed, for
I, lv/lilly hi• had a •i1t,111,, of Intel loot NMI
1, 111141,11 WI.IIIIII Nllll4/1/1.t”Il
th, Fn ru b tutor.: •imply their own wil-
ed' national t ride 111 lluittletblt, lot al
or national toltiiir tool 11111,
The field of his fain, w 1,14.114 over our

awl C11114.• he reprencius has
itni‘ersalit ELA, kt utJl-
edge, the only solvent of all human
problems, now claims its first unblended
feti•t-tiny tl rough her purest rotary
That is the signification of this day and
it, testis 'ties And we; who propose to
purtittipate ni this fen-t-dry, what brings
t.14 to It 1, it neersorhthusuism for a
great tonne I Or is it reverence for the
great work he did lb) we, in fact, re-
alias the distinction between the adula-
tion:4 paid to a hero under popular int-
ittlises, and the veneration yielded to a

derthor, breitifike we know
his writings to be good '1 Are we con-
scious how much better in people nuist be
to do the last, than to do the first?

And thoso of 114 who du think Hum_

holdt worthy of reverenee, and ourselves
in the propM frame of mind to render
h, what bettwr mode can wo pursue than
to recall to our minds the effect Hum-
boldt hm-prnduced on us? Let us rif-
tnember what dear errors he has taken
away from us I What unwelcome news
he has instilled into us I how diligently
he has led us forth, and how haltingly
have wo followed his lead from the
former narrow spheres of our minds into
natural!' all its total glory I Let us
ask ourselves Are we grateful to-day,
after all the severe task our minds have
undergone, for the high pinnacle to

tnto;t 6. in ,tho. tlion
‘,l "Ko.nto, (in lily wly,

th. re -,,111$ in. nd4, eh ivo th,n,
01/1”1,,I guri.4•t i••r

Mont, •11,44.7,-.Pled that I 0n.,11,1 nt

to llliiiihol ,lt the ad Villico
I,lf. -f Frenwill, with th,

.ttn,n t.. II kJ:111.1.1f In additn,n
I ttrcr iil ni

and, orrne,l with th,•,,
huuld try to pro, ure from Iwo a lett,

to the Cootinkt, of Ow l'ititod Stmt. -,

urzu,,... (h. to to v,, te. for Fr,•ut.,nt lit

oth. r. it .11.1 n l , for it p,',1110.1, Ini r
tat tilt.own 9! Ir lC.t. %r.% imlittAl,

1.1. lilt wtud , /1111116.1dt

OUP t
At Sotttgardt I obtatn..,l intr..l,lot,Jry

54 Iter• trl.lll Itt,rary n. plaint:lm
Iltittib,,ldt, and -40oh att. r I ItrrlS 6,1 111
lerlin I trim-mute( them( en.
piper- 1 had fr.(111 Aril. I 11.
)1111111,..idt, thr. ,ligh the luinkultt-1e.,1..
1,, %In( lb I lull been reelmitlie, (I. d -

An ttit,r%RA/ Into, grunted to tne wlthiti
a day (.1. two .111/.441III•IIII) The frh•ti.l4
that had Ml' 111 OW 111101 ,1 WI-

IlilW pcith ally, that I mo.t

till .11,14 at ..1.1
I t. Id to itiproal It II tillik4.l.lt

tt, !tot Ut milljoi•t twit to rt.-
tug frill 111 at olio., I wont

to the tryieW, Hind ttty ttlittlitrra.ottitotit
%tit, tott dintott-hotl Al t) horn. tt 1,11-
..tructiort4 Alt!, hS allt•tolatit,
gavo mr, Itt•fott• tp+Vio.rin4 tto• tit ill-
rrenettett

11.11111),Ildt. uncen,tiioniou, nounn..r
ut gnu lie half nn,,
from Ills ehalf, Its I hurri,(l toward him
u. fake hr , otraroal band Ile prfanidlt
opened the eintil.FSSltloll 011

WO glad In dinet 11 gentlanlan ninll
know~ pel, //111111.t ‘VI. ( al.;

I great iritaf..t in hurl nr scianti.d..., and
like I Inn all till. bettl.l* fur 111.•IfIl4an 111111-

\ wan
The n...ling took .411,

library, all the 41irroutiailW; okj. is a•-
suited 'tie Unit I %Volt 141. it Iwo ,t 1
to much coreciurty, NVe rliol.e ui (;.•1-
Imin

A (..11% r I follimirtid on Friliiiint
and hi• clutrtiter, during which
trk♦onu, to me to learn that Humboldt
°vet estimated Fremont's ,eientiati at.
liommints I turned the colloquy on
Bigelow's Life of Fremont, and !amts'
out its dedication' to him, which m
derniy-Oitthod Iu 111.

-

Ile expressed annoyance at the publi-
cation, in the United States, of a former
letter ofhis about slavery in Cuba, and
I then suggested to ham to write a letter
explanatory of his vie*s, and 'to em-
brace the opportunity to urge the elec-
tion of Fremont. This he promptly
architect, saying rather pointedly

" never write explanatory or politi-
cal letters. I should not have written
the letter to Cuba, for the subject was
foreign to my then scientific journey.—
As I should regard it as improper in
Fremont to write a letter on our poli-
tics, I can not write the letter you
suggest."
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ciplithoh, burnt,, the hal
14, 1,14,1111.t+ fin'l
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fullm, 4 It., "
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111111 :•::1 ui rule., unrl 1 all lorth 1•::1111:11r1-
,ori. 1t111: II 1:111-! weak: I: .111:1 liunlly

11111,1 t II:111::1:1111111:1
wile,. nuJ error- That ant III)

great It 111
"
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I, (ii:I11111111:11111111,
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qua.. 1.1.11•4, 1, with

" gist. Itherl.%, to ti, two great
Fool -is. la -ty wit Ilir
'hint or 114, 1.1 „du. in..;

of üb,inkind throt.4.ll I'

111111 11144:111iTII: n. 11,111 the ttiotai grnianl
dist' Went, it robiler,

all problem,
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The thirty allotted to me
End now more than elapsed , and 1
to depa-t I I 1111114 -If 11411111very friendl% towaid Fremont arid tin
Inogravher, M r Ituzelow, mid on my
ottening °Nett..., for tiny many queries,
he said “If our emi%er,atioll has
added to your under:dandling of y K,,-
111Q,' I, nit hunt ann glad fluff it Sinn oc-
curred " I 11,011rOti 111111 that I should
now-read his groat work ..,inacreased
mtisintaion, and took my 1771"Te •

After I got to toy hotel I noted
down, briefly, what transpired between
us I showed it to one of the gentle--
111(M that had assisted me in obtaining
the inr.exsiew. lie begged me, not to
publish them in Ilurnholdt'p lifetime, as
that would be very disagreeable to him,
and had IL not been for the centennial
celebration, they would perhaps never
have seen the light of day.

The interview has value" in my eyes
as a personal remembrance of Hum-
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boat, but mouse especially because it
gave new direetions to iny nund, and
:et Me understand beNhe Man and
the 1104th our age.

The dual perfection or accurate,
definite knowledge was thelire long ob.
.lent of Itumbohlt, and the depository
awl the proof of his marvelous suceess

in this behalf is ",Kosmos." its pecu-
liar significance is, that it has made
aevessible to iot knon ledge which
would, without this book, have re'
mained concealed among IL very select
circle or literary- men. Tvhe publiew
non or that knowledge has acted like
the invention or the art or printing. A
nen era or enlightenment has sprung
from u, 4nil every day adds to its mo
nwntion. It says 11, Malt : "Nature
is not an impeiwtrable mystery. Seek,
and YOU shall find! flock, and it

We can sav, then. in emir wenn,
but lii century jii4l paned, full at II

c‘ciit,, and great men, haq

great•,l significance in the knowl
C,iVe 4/1 the natural laws which it hat
brolight in definite conclusion... That
Ici;o‘‘ ledge wilt the lever oi all the great
tncutl 1111,1 I,olll'oo changes. Alankind
push tar too much attentnin In actnr4
MI the political .I:Pze. The people
slimild know 1.1, thou time that the am
knoll, the enrhl ;ire not guil
eel Its 101,A%1e.h,!e. Init l the !me
puwer. A look ot er the Iltstury a the
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ming prince, mho met Tliihila- ,1,11
one day in the antechamber of Iu
mother, ar,e,l \Vint ale )on
"llitmliolglt.'"VVlint ire 'Chain
herlitia to the King." ."No more?-
clo-e,l the princely up,tart. Anil it
pot ti till unlikely that our mtalefitelit ,
01 1111Mhohit 8 fitly to immortality /MIN

'heel w 81.11i8 nhol %with It "No
The ‘4,11 ,_
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The then ing of l'russin often called
for los counsels, bitt. •schlont folltmed

Iltialholdt lucid him to be it

good roan, but indecisive in adios. 01
his intercourse ititll.Prineey, rt i11,0in..?
onini, Ilumholdt says Willis( If "I
woe niwn~e se-vere to Illinces and rigid
to lice in power." Ifilinboldt denied
ever having been a Republican or a
ro)all,t, Indeed, lie eared nothing l'ol-
tornis 0f gmerninent. In the lievolti-
lion of 1818, Ihe Democrats stood
glint( user his dwelling, though his
best protection nos a placard affixed to
Iris house : lives llinnboldt."
Ilia Inner ye.ara he spent in the a4cet
idireinent of his home lu Berlin. The
Court at Ptasdnin became more and
more estranged from linn. Cottn, in
Silittgardt,,Nuifl his publisher, and to
111111 lie are indebted for the very hoe
execiition lit his ‘‘orlo, in ratio.

Humboldt iis.olteit ataictutl by the
efr,,rts id' simpletons to cooler( hint to
religion The) could nut lindeistand
his religiosity, nil to hini their ,kg
Mai letli wits also foreign.
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111.Q. I-, that the p.iitn keen sifted,
and nellt.eh, ...0r411.1 line lelt tire
nninning i‘lett like !Sutler and
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%%litre tl rte rural nio-t to
Le blillerol, iient on .•1 , nuh all eon

into the ramp 01 the lit.
14.11.1....11.- 111 political :111
inch 01 de-le:ate lot mite.
if, ihrt%r nl..ru piddle plunder, pervert
ed that 110. i till 1.4.1 ekpeet 1,1 groin
Cal 1. yruiring in the Iteinoerali4„. pa.-
tore. 1.11. e ruiner'• it+ birds attracted
Lt the -r cut it ellfll.ol, Pile\ 11,,Vt red
an l ilutt.•icd around the patty that 'Hid
I.o,lltractm to pone and 0111..e... to hert,mit.
Noutil3 till the nr nal piditivinns of tile

%sent, int.. the Itepiddielin intr.
ty 14..neral 1;tail(, among others, de
4.4erted nail) political Loth in licii lie
her 111111. 1•1111‘ tin Vl] that 11046 !Mil %OliS'
the road to pollen! promotral The
great of 11.44-e tvho ..14'.1 111 the
lleinoeratie , 1,111,1 1.10111 10.11\ cr,
of palrioti.in iiii.l4ll...intereste.l4levotion
to principle. it,

In 1-,sl he hognii his gent Vifirtlin
to ,\iitenen pit..ed o‘ es 1 -,,itott nille.,,I explored me, II ot '44111i1l % LOCI l:I. tray
111 Nlex(W.ll.l Cuba, and v i5111., 1 til ,o
11,',. ri,,i,,r siNt... in !soli, where lie

I+IIS% .1 ell el ~,11 111141 nft,1),,,,,. and titer
alter esteemed thew : 1SOll I.IIW 11111
crest getvraphical %orl on his Amen'
can Jonrnet ~ It 11. 1(• 1 111 (Met. 111111 the
broad bate,. Of 1114 r. Hi, I 10111 Ir. were
showered upon him. Ay:l4l(.lll'es made
him one of their members, and um
tersities (led with cavil olio.; to colift.r
degrees npon li 111. 111*next great 1011r-
111.y (111 114291 W 11,4 through limsAin to
Central Asia; he traveled 111,000 aides,

' Ehrenberg was lii, conipallll,ll, and the
Imo added unarm.( scientific treasures

' to geogrif pineal, in inerultwieal and et 11-
tiogrigibieftl knowledge

The eron fling work of Humboldt's
life, "Koetnom,•' was begun am early 118
183U, but it Will mainly w rate!' out in

Its prevent fortn, np to Volume IV., be-
tween 1812 and 1815. That VOIIIIIIC
was not completed before 1850. The
titlb volume Came out Lifter his death.

--A Yank., peddler, pa+,111:: a sol-
itary holi•c among Ow hills, noticed u
dozen le, 1111,; lac,, ,tartly from the
snigle Window 111111(111g. out oh the road
to get a glance at the stranger. Stop.
Laing Ins cart and calling to a Mali stand.
log at the door this con ,Nittion ensued .

Peddler—" I say .1 llaTO la ell
flacon licti• lately 9.'

tho -"Not'l 1 know
n (le ?

l'eddler—"llevethe I eve thore'e.onv
tvent, that humn't gut no rave to
I "

Humboldt was often employed in
liplomutir, (/scan utlir•utlh ) missions,
'and retained the nominal position of
Chamberlain to the King„ for a long
timia, and until his death.. His dearest
friend was A , with whom alone he
permittg . imiliar "thou." Yarn-
rages wits, in Berlin,'bis 11108 t trusted
Companion; %slat him W, deposited

Man of the ytni what IIf you don't, start along pretty darnedquick, there will go ri fuliVrti I, and you'll
go to it, tow."

—The New York Ttonem thinks that
" no kind of faine is more tramient than
that ofan actor," and that "it is there-
fore the duty of the Fels in its imper-fect way' to do what It con to indemnifyour popular favorite while living for the
transitory verdure of their prolessiorddlaurels "
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