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P. GRAY MEEK, } Editor.

BELLEFONTE, PA.
Friday Morping, Dec. 5, 1862.

{7~ Congress asscmbled on last Monduy.

R €7 Sranp Act.— Old Abe putting down
his foot.

¥ 7 *Wouldn’t blue-bellies bo a more ap-
prupriate currency for the Yankees, than
greon-backs ?

The news fiom the Army i8 “All quiet
sbout Fredricksburg,” it appears that the
Confecerates did'nt please to evacuate it
when ordersd to do o.

7 The drafted men from this State—that
is, we suppose, those of them who Lave not
skedaddle, are under marching orders for
Washington- -g0 it isssid. :

——— . '

I Gen. Burnside, not willing to macii-
fice the lives of his men necdlessly, is about
to have the proscription axe 8f Atram the
First, to fall ¢n his devoted head,

A Ll s
§ 077 The President’s Mvssage wag receiv-
ed too late fi r insertion in tlLis week's pa-
>per. Although lengthy, we shall try to give
18 Lo our readers in our next fssus.

g7 Wby don’t the President issue a pro-
clamation declaring Burnsides to Le in Rich-
wend, and the “1ebellion crushed out ?'—
Ity it, Abram, we think it would be alout
as sensibie as was your cmancipation proc-
lamation. £

e
% 77 Gen. Burnside hasn’t got to lich-
mond yet. Strange, isn't it ¥ Why don’t
you go on, Genersl 7 What keeps yon
atanding before Fredericksburg so long ! —
Somethivg in the way ' Somebody there ?
Mey ? +*Oa to Ricbmond.” *On, Bum-
side, on !’
SR e

7" The Confederates made quite a haul
on Saturday last, near’ Falmouth. They
esptured between fivs and six hundred cav
alry, herees, equipments and all.  Why the
deuce don’t Abram issue a proclamation to
eapture the impudent scamps that would

thus assail an “unsuspecting” foe.
R B

47" We publish in to-day's paper, the
eorrespondence hetween General Scott and
Kx-President Buchanan. The hero of Lun-
dy’s Lane has made nothing by this second
attack on the old Statesman, as will be seen
Ly the reader. If General Scott wishes to
meke & mark other than in battle, he had
better assail some (me not quite so well
booked up as Mr. Luchanau.
s
¥ Nor Correcr. - -The report in circulation
that coal 01l is advancing in  price, becauxe
he “*Wide Awakes" are going to light their
lamps again.  No, sir, the last of that pa-
wriotic tribe, was seen hunting for an “‘ab-
dominsl supporter,”’ #nd trying to sell his
lamp and cape to yrocure & substitute ip
ee8e he was drafied.

§7 The Phiadelphia papers of the 4th
inet., say that Gen. Burnside is to be reliev-
od of his commard of the army of the Poto-
mac, and his place filled by Gen. Hooker.—
80 be it. (o ahead, Abram—push on, Hal-
leck—do your Lest, Stauton—ihe people
will soon take it into their heads to relieve
you. They will do it, though, in a different
wmanner. Scotch capsand military cloaks
will be needed, to prepare.

§>7Just Likm Tnen. —The radical press-
oa have denounced no man with greater
vehemence than they have Fernanpo Woop

ex-Mayorof New Tork. [ua speech just
before the election he said: *‘Luast spring

1 wan offered— and leading Republicans of
fered to put it mto 'wriling—-thﬂt if 1 would
degert they woull make mie-the next Gov-
ernor of New York.” Comment is unnec-
essary. —Ea. .

. The Faatest Hoss !

oGeneral Harreck with bis ermy, 4raveled
from Pittsburg Lending ta Cetinth, a dis-
tance of tweftty -one miles, in fifty four
days—the average daily march being con-
siderably less than half amile! After he
becane General-in Chief, and out of danger,
he dissmissed M’Clellan for benig too slow,
although his march averaged siz miles a
day, What will be done now with Burnside
who has been twenty five days in marching
swenty milest Isn't Halleck the fastest nag
of the three 7—Ea.

B~ Some of our abolition exchanges seein.
considerably rejoiced over *‘the prospects, ”
as they term it, of clecting Siton Cameron
to'the United States Senate. Lo be sure.
the Dewocratic party has, in times that are
past, been betrayed, basely betrayed, oy
wen who owed their political existence to.
its organization ; but that does not argue
that there wili be Democratic representa-
tivea in the next Legislature who can be
purchased, or are base enough to accept a
Lribe. No, gentlemen, rejoice all you can
on your **PROSPEOTS,” for it is all you have
lelt to gloryover. Your scepire has fallen,
your power hies departed, and you are now
at the meroy of the goad old party that will
save what you have lef of our orce happy
counntry.

4 Who is Responsible ?

We cannot imagine why it is that some
of our would be Democratic exchanges have
latored so hard, and especially since the is-
suing of the o1der releasing the political pris-
oners throughout the North, to place the re-
sponsibility of the unconstitutioral and out-
rageous acts of the old usurper at W ashing-
ton, upon the miserable curses who hLave
only carried out the orders of their master.
Surely they would not have the people be-
lieve that Abram Lincoln is not to blame for
theillegal arrests, unwarrantable scizures,
and false imprisonment of hundreds of pa-
triotic, law abiding Democrats, who have
suffered for months in close confinement in
the damrp and dismal cells of military pris-
ons, and now liberated by the edict of the
old culprit, not because he wished to, but
for tho simple reason that the pcople spoke
out cpen and boldly and said it SHOULD

.| be done.

Upon the authority of orders issued by
Abram Lincoln, these men were punished
for crimes not committed ; and it is not
Jight that he, whose doty1tis to see that
the laws aie faithfully exccuted, end the
Constitution of the United States preserved
and protected, should be exculpated and go
unpupished, and these flagrant violatiors of
the rights guaranteed to every American
citizen be forgotten. 'Though he be a Pres-
ident, he is subject to the laws, and should

oath and usurpation of power. [t1s no ex-
cuse for him to say that he is igncrant that
such acts were really committed, or that
they were done without his sanction, for the
orders creating these very lools to establish
his despotism are not yet blotted from the
record, neither have the proclamations de-
claring it to be their duty to carry out mrs
orders, pessed “from our memories.

We shiould lthe to know of some of the
contemptible cowards, who a.e still claiming
conservalism and justice, to be attributes of
Abram the first, wko it was that suspended
the vrit of habeas corpus and declured mar-
tial law {Lroughout the entire North 2 0ld
Abe or his minions ?—who it was that cre-
ated the offices filled with ignorant mar-
shalls and insolent deputics, with which our
country is {ilicd almost as full as was Egypt
with frogs—tho brainless asses that carry
the commissions, or the imbecile disgracing
the place once filled by Washington 2

Who is it that refuscs to release Dr. Ed-
scn B, Olds of Ohio, who was arrested on
the lying aflidavit of some perjured whelp,
because he will not take an oath to support
the ApyiNistraTioN 7 Abram Lincoln or the
craven white livered scamps that do his
bidding #  Who is it that discharges the iu-
mates of the “black hotes’’ of the North,
and denies them a trial or refuses to grant
them a hearing 2 Abram Lincoln or his un-
derstrappers 2 Answer us, ye who would
cover over with smooth words the violated
oath of a man chosen as President of a free
People—ye, who would pateh the Constitu
tion wi.h abolition proclamations and tyran-
nical nrders—ye, who would crowd lies as
Llack as hell down the throats of your own
friends and neighbors, to save the carcass
of an old despot from the righteous indigna-
ticn of an outraged people.

—————aePe———

Important Information.

The Sanitary Commission have estab-
lished an office of information in regard to
patients in the Hospitals of the District of
Columbia, and of Frederick City- Maryland.
By a reference -to books which are corrected
daily, an answer can, under ordinary cir-
cumstances, be given by return mail to the
following questions :

Tt cls [giving name and
regiment of persens] in the hospitals of the
District or of Frederick city.

2d. Ifso what is his proper address,

3d. What is the name of ths Surgeon or
Chaplin of the hospital ?

4th. If not in hospital, at, has he recently
been in hospital 2

5th. 1f,s0, did he die in hospital, and at
what date? TR

Gth, If recently discharged from hospital,
was he discharged from service ? .

Tth. If not what were his orders on lea-
ving ? .

The Commission is prepared also to fur-
nish more sepecific information as to the
condition of any patient in the District hos-
pitals, within twenty-four hours after a
request to do so, from an officer of any of its
corresponding societies.

The oftice of the Directory will be .open
daily from 8 o- clock a, m." to 8 oclock
p. m,and accessible in urgent cases at any

hour of the night. }
The number of patients in these hospitals

is about 25.000. . 1f found to be practica-
ble, tha daty here underiaken locally by the
Commission will be extended to include
all the gencral hospitals in the country.—
Addres, FRED. LAW OLMSTED, Gencral
Secretary, Washington D. C.

Gopry's LAby Book, for Jahuary has
been placed upon our takle. It is sSuperior
1o any heretofore received. * A New Year’s
Gift,” and ¢ A New Year,” two steel cn-
gravings which cannot be excelled are alone
worth the price of the **Book.” ¢Husks,’
a new story by Marian larland is zommen-
ced in this number, and promises to excell
“Alone,” “Ilidden Path,” or any of the
Author’s previous productions. ¢ Godey,”
for 1863 will contain 1300 pages of reading
matter, 24 pages of music, 12 double exten-
sion colored fashion plates, over 1200 wcod
engravings, 14 steel engravigs, 780 articles
by the Lest authors, all of which will  be
furnished at the following extremely low
rates—

One copy one year, $3. Two copies one
year, $3. Three copies on year, $6.  Four
copies one year,§7. Five copies one year,
and an extra copy to the person sending the
club, §10. Eight'copies one year, and en
extra copy to the person sending the club,
$15. Eleven copies one year, and an extra
copy to the person sending the club, $20.

The money in all cases must accompany
the orders. We will furnish the Walchman
and the Lady’s Book, to any person for one
year, at the low price of 23,50, payable in
advanoe.

be made to suffir the penalties of a violated [,

Terrerism and Outragein Missouri.

** The condition of the people of Missouri,’
says the Crisis, “is fast becoming of na.
tional importance, The transactions of the
Government military authoritics in that
State should attract the attention of every
citizen in the loyal States. Especially are
the Democrats of the North. in the hous of
their triumphs, bound by every tie of hon-
or and justice to raise their voices against
the daily acts of those for whom they, asa
part of the government, are made responsi-
ble.”

Unable themselves to speak, write or vote
without the bayonet at their hearts or the
prison walls before their eyes, let those
who 2re in a less restricted atmosphere de-
mand that an explanation be given of the
monstious outrages continually committed
there. The voice of thousands of men, wo-
men and chi'dren ery to us for] protection,
for justice. for that friendship and humanis
ty we proless, and which we planted. upon
our banver, aund under which we” trinmph-
¢d.  We must not sink all our glory in a
vulgar straggle as to who shall get the next
offices.  Our victories won by an uprising
of the people “'all well, and we have noth-
more to do!” The more victories we win,
the more we have got to do, and the more
cool calculating and vigilant we have got to

be.

Every Democrat in the North knows very
“well, that could the Abolitiomsts have got
the machincry totwork here which is descri-
bec by our “St. Louis,” corrcspondent very
few of those who voted the Democrat ticket
would have escaped the same fate. Our diff-
erence in location, with & continous vigil-
ance, difficult at fimes to control, is the
only reason why wo are not in the same
predicament as eur Democratic friends of
the Union, and rights of the state—the peo-
plein;Missouri—Ilundreds of Ohio Demo-
crats are settled in Missouri, some of them
of years standing. and sll the crime they
committed was in being Democrats there as
they had been here. Many of them came
buck to Ohio the past year to escape th®

1 ptrsecution of the abolitionisty there who

daredjnot assail them here. They were
Just as good Union men as they ever were,
and fully concured in the ideajthat a seper-
ation of rhe States 1n the great; Mississippi
Valley could not rema n any length of time
in a state of peace. With peace they had
every bope of & restoration of the national
power, while in a state of war, division was
inevitable, ar.d hostilitics and hatred could
never cesse.

If holding such, or even much more mod-
ified opinions then these, a8 many of the
Democrats there do, is & crime, subjecting
men to banishment, imprisonment, and a
confiscatation of their property, then others
holdit g the same views, are equally guilty,
though livingjin the most extreme portions
of the Morth.

The scheme of the AbLolitionists, broached
years before the civil war broke out to  ex-
terminate the old population of Missouri and
re-populate the State with Abolitionists
from the North, we fear has had much to do
with the extriordinary outrages which have
been inflicted vpon the peaceable and un-
armed population of that desolated State.—
But be the causes what they may, it is ime
the pubtic atttention of the loyal States was
being attracted to that region of ‘country,
and the Administration ealled to account
ior the conduct of its officers, and a full ex-
planation given.

Tkhe time is passed when the public voice
can be stifled, and those in autherity may as
well concede, first as last, that their cons
duct hat got to be submited to the ecrucible
of public opinion, The decreec of a ‘tfree
press and free speech,” has gone forth from
a higher tribunal than that of “Old Father
Abraham,” and that-decree i8 srrcrocable !
Vox die in terram! Let no man tLink him-
self great enough to turn it aside.

The President And Liberty.

'The Evening Poyst favors the coun vy with-
thefollowing astouncng piece of intelligence
which the *order” of Mr, Stanton, this day
published,jpartially confirms @ :

“The Presid ent;is fully _convinced that
the scase of the country 13 overwhelmingly
against anything savoring of ,t:yrpnny:or ofa
military despotism.”

ican liberty and independence, a lawy er from
Illinois, - elevated to the chair.of WasHING-
TON, has actually learned that the sense of
the country favors freedom. _lpg{: it is mot
altogethey indifferent  to justice and « the
laws ! Ilad'an enemy put this scorn upon
us it had been casier to bear. But that an
American journal should thus in the lan-
guage of s court flunkey, recortl the shame
of the land, is almost to ‘much for mortal
patience.

Quite to_much for morta| patience, a trial
beyond all imagined for Jo, it is the same
Jjourna’ls explanation of the process thfough
which this light has reached the Presidential
mind. « Y ‘

“Some of the arrests madehave been un-
pecessary and unjust and the adminstration
has suffered for its mistakes.

The *’adminstration has suffered,”’ mark
you—not the Americen’citizens *‘unneces-
sairly and unjustly arrested, not American
liberty indecently outraged ; not the Ameri-
can name made laughing stock and scandal
of the world, but the ‘<adminstration !”
The temporary servants of the people have
been made to tremble for their wases ; the
intriguers of party for the saccess of their
schemes.

Uan the force of bland unconscious basen-
ess further go.-—N. Y. World.

FRSR U P CE
77" We are oftenlasked, observes a cotom-
porary, in view of the late clections ¢ What
will Old Abe do? . We don’t know what he
will do’; but we are free to- say what he
ought to do. Hs ought to hiréa sub-

shitule,

177 In two towns of New Jerscy, ot the
late State election there was not a Rrpub-
licau vote cast. TInone offthe towns 290
votes were casi, all Demoeratic. In the
 other over 350 votes were cast, also all
Chirisyaas is coming.

Is he indeed ! After eighty years of Amer--

vioiably preserved.”

wealth.”

press.”’

abridge the liberty
press.”’

the rights thereof.

ble rights of man.”

lish his sentiments,

States :]

of grievances.”’

of the land ;

passed to restrain or abrid
speech or of the press.’’
The constitution of Indiana say§—

¢No law shall be passed restraining or re-
stricting the right to speak, write, or print
freely on any subject whatever.?’

And so says the constitution of every State
in the Union, guarding only against libels,
but in the fullest manner defending and se-
curing to every citizen the freeman's right
to the fullest liberty of speech and liberty of
the press—a sacred right, never questioned
but by tyrants, or crasned down but in the
most degraded despotisms.

The foregoing provisious in the State Con-
stitutions were made in accordance With a
provision of the seme kind in the Uons:itu-
tion of the United States.

[From the Constitution of she United

Constitutioral Rights.

We give below a few cxiracts from the
Uonslitutiun‘a‘ofsevcral Northern States, as
well as from the Constitution of the United b
States. They contain principles which frec-
men should be willing to maintain at all
hazzards and under all circumstances, and
which we, as citizens of a Republic, should
see were protected and pres.rved. Although
the people of each of the. States named, are
guaranteed the freedom of speech and of
the press, yet they are fully represented by
men who dared to raise their voices in de-
fence of these rights, in the loathsome dun-
geons of sickening bastiles !
er continne to thus crush out the privileges
of the people ? Shall the doors of the politi
cal prisons throughout the North still open
to receive new victims ? or shall they be
battered down and the suffering inmates re-
stored to liberty and light 2 Itis for you
Democrat, to answer, Read the following
extracts and say whether your friends, your
neighbors and yourselves, shall be robbed
of the rights which the Constitution of your
State aud the United States guarantees you.
The constitution of New Hampshire says :

*'The liberty of the press 18 essential to
the security of freedom and ought to Le in-

Shall a usarp-

The constitution of Massachusetts says—

“‘The liberty of the press is essential to
tthe recurnty of freedom, and it ought not
therelore to be restrained by this Common-

‘The constitation of Connecticat says—
**No law shall ever Le passed to curtail
or restrain the liberty of speech or of the

The constitution of New York says—

“Every citizen may freely speak, write
and publish his sentiments on all subjects,
and no law shall be passed to

restrain or

of .speech or of the

New Jersey, in the same words, asserts
the full liberty of speech and of: the press,
and that no law shall be passed to restrain
or abridge those sacred rights,

The constitution of Pennsylvania says—

““The printing press shall be free to any
person who undertakes to examine the pro-
ceedings of any branch of the governwent,
aud no law shall ever be made to restrain

The free communication

of thought and opinion is one of the invslua-

The constitution of Ohio says —

*Every citizen may freely speak and pub-

and no law shall ‘be

ge the liberty of

“1. Congress shall make no jaw respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or prohib-
iting the free exercise thereof, or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress

Alter defining the rights of the people, and
the restrictions}of the powers of the govern-
meat over thecitizen, to doully insure the
pecple in the protection of these rights, the
framers of the Constitution summed up, as
it were, their great work by adding the fol-
lowing important provision :

‘“This Constitution and the laws of the
United States which shall be made in pursu-
ance thereof ; and all treaties made, or
which shall be made, under the authority of
the United States, sha ! be the supreme law
and the JUDGES
Stale shall be bound thereby,
the Constatution or LAWS of any State to
the contrary notwithstanding.”

n_every
anything in

Mg. Epiton :

ington on businesa

tended notice.

yours,
MosmnaNNoON, Pa.

Southern negros.

legal-

[For the Watchman.)

Bejng called to Wash-

relative

———

to some sick

friendsn the hospitals, I was much grati-
fied so find that our Pennsylvania soldiers,
were 8o well provided for.
have friends in that city, in the hospitals,
ought to feel under many obligations to
Major James Gilliland, formerly of this
pcounty, who has charge of the sick and
wounded soldiers from this State.
not engaged with the necessary duties of his
office, which are very onerous, he is ever
willing to impart such information, and lend
such personal assistance as are in his power.
My principle opject, Mr. Editor, in this
brief communication, is to make honorable
mention of one who has done much for the
relief of poor suffering humanity.

The Relay Society is also worthy of much
praise, for what it has been doing for the
sick and wounded soldiers ;
of this article will not admit of a more ex-

Those who

When

but the limits

Hoping that you may find a place for this
in your columns, I remain very respectfully

J.H.H,

[~ Brig-General Francis E. Patterson, of
Philadelphia, was found dead in his tent,
near Fairfax Court House,
comwanded a Brigadeof New Jersey T'roops.
His death was very sudden and unexpected,
but the cause of it has not been ascertained.
The deceased was a sonof Gen. R. Patterson
of Phiadelphia.-—Ez,

Gen, Patterson

177 Thousands of the drafted men from
this State have descrted and returned home.
Not much wonder.  Men can't fight with a
good stomach, when they see nothing to be
accomplished but the eternal destruction of
our free governmentand the liberation of

T7"Marriage cortificates are required to
huve a ten cent stamp on them to mak them

Rejoinder of Liecut. Genayal Scott to
Ex-President Buchanan,

To the Edilors of the I\’ulio;xﬂ.(u{elli‘;]cncer:
N

1 regret to find myself iua controversy
with the venerable ex-President Buchanan.
Recently (October 21.) you published my
ofticial 7eport w President Lincaln, dated
March 30, 1861, giving a summary of my
then recent cormection with~our principla
Southera forts which. I am sorry to per-
ceive, has given offence to the ex-President.
That result, purely incidental, did not en-
ter into my purpose in drawing up the pa-
per, but, on reflection, I supposed that, un-
de; the circumstances, offence was unavoid-
ble.

Letit be remembered that the new Presi-
deuthad a right to demand of me—the im-
mediate commander of the Army—how it
had happened that the ificipient rebels had
been alluwed to seize several of those forts,
and from the bad condition of others were
likely to gain possession of them also, Pri

marily the blame rested exclusively on me
Hence, to vindicate my sworn allegiance to
the Union and professional conduct, the re-
port was submitted to President Lincoln at
an early day, (in, bis administration,) and
recently to the world.
" To that short paper ex-President Buchan-
an publishes a reply of double the length in
the Intelligencer of the 1st instant. My re-
Jjoinder from necessity, if not taste, will be
short, for I hold the pen in a rheumatic
band, and am without aid-de-camp amanu-
ensiy, and, without a printed document’and
my own official papers.

Unable, in my present condition, to make
an analysis of the ex-President’s long reply,
I avail myself of a substitute furnished by
an accidental visitor, who has kindly mark-
ed the few points whicly he thinks may re-
quire some slight notice at my hands.

1. To account for not haying garrisoned

-| sufficiently the Southern forts named against

acticipated treason and rebellion, according
to my many recommendations, begiuning
October 29, 1860, repeated the next day,
and again more earnestly, December 13, 15,
28 and 30, the ex-President says: * There
were 1o available troops within reach.”

Now, although it is true that, with or
without the ex-President’s approbation, the
Sceretary of War had nearly denuded our
whole eastern seaboard of troops in order to
augment our forces in Texas and Utah, I
novertheless pointed out, at,several of the
above dates, the six bundred recruits (about)
which we hed in the harbor of New York
and at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania,
nearly all organized into temporary compa-
nies, and tolerably drilled and disciplined—
quite equal to the purpose in question—ba-
sides the five companies of regulars near at
hand, making about one thousand men.
These disposal troops would have given
(say) two hundred men to the twin forts
Jackson aod St. Philip, below New Orleaus ;
an equal number tv Fort Morgan, below
Mobile; a reinforcement of one hundred
men to Fort Pickens, Pensacols Ilarbor, and
a garrison of the like number to the twin
fort McRae ; a garrison of one hundred men
to fort Jefferson, Tortazas Island, and the
same to Fort Pulaski, below Savannah,
which like Forts Jackson, St. Philip, Mor-
gan and McRae, had not at that time a sol-
dier—leaving about two bundred men for
the twin forts, Moultrie and Sumpter,
Charleston barbor where there were two
weak companies, making less than ninety
men. Fortress Munroe had already a gai-
rison of some eight companies, one or two
of which might, in the earlier poricd of
danger have been spared till volanteers
could have been obtained, notwithstanding
printed handbills were everywhere posted
in Eastern Virginia by an eccentric char-
acter inviting recraits to take that most -
portant work.

Now, I Lave nowhere said that either of
those forts, even with the reinforcement in-
dicated, woud have hud a war garrisen.
Certainly not. My proposiuion was to put
each in a condition, as I expressly said, to
guard against a surprise or coup de-main,
(an off-hand attack, one without full prepa-
ration.)

That these movements of small detach-
ments might easily have Leen made in No-
vember and December, 18060, and some of
them as late as the following wonth, cao-
not be doubted. But the ex-President
soeers at my * weak device ”” for saving the
forts. e forgets what the gallant Ander:
son did, with a handful of men, in Fort
Sumpter, and leaves out the aecount what
he might have done with a like in Fort
Moultrie, even without furtlier augmenta-
tion of men to divide between the garrisons.
Twin forts, on the opposite sides of a chan-
nel, not only give a cruss fire on the head of
an attack, but the strength of each is more
than doubled by the flanking fire of the oth-
er. ' The same remarks apply to. the gal-
lant Lieut. Slemmer, with his hsndfa] of
brave men in Fort Pickens. With what
coutempt might Le not have looked upon
Chase or Bragg, in front of him, with vary-
ing masses of from two' thousand to six
thousand men, if Fort Pickens and its twin
Fort McRae had had between them ouly
two hundred men ! )

I bave thus shown that small, garrisons
would have sufficed for the other twins,
Forts Jackson, and St. Philip; alsu. My
object was to save to the Uniom, by any
means as hand, all those works, uatil Con-
gress could have time to guthorize a call for
volunteers—a call which the President, for
such purpose might no doubt, have made,
without any special legislation, with the full
approbation ofevery loyal man in the Un-
ion.

2. The ex-President almost loses his
amiability in having his rceglect of the
forts “ attributed,” as he says, “without
the least cause to thesinfluence of Governor
Floyd;” and, he adds, *““all my Cabinet
must bear me witness that I was the Presi-
dent myself, responsible for all the acts of
the administration,” ’ :

Now, notwithstanding this broad assump-
tion of responsibility, I should be sorry tu
believe that Mr. Buchanan specially con-
sented to the removal, by Secretary Floyd,
of 115,000 extra muskets and rifles, with
all their implements and ammunition, from
Northern repositcries to Southern arsenals,
so that, on the breaking out of the maturing
rebellion, they might be found without cost,
except to the United States, in the most
convenient position for distribution among
the insurgents. So, too, of the one hundred
and twenty or one hundred and forty pieces
of heavy artillery which the same Secreta-
ry ordered from Pittsburg to Ship Island, in
Lake Borgne, and Galveston, Texas, for
forts not yet erected! Accidentally loarn-
ing, early in March, that, under this postiu-
mous crder, the shipment of these guns had
C d icated  the fuct to
Secretary Holt (acting for Secretary Cam-
eron) just in time to defeat the robbery.

But on this point we may hear ex-Secre-
tary Floyd himself. At Ricbmond, he ex-
pressly claimed the honor of defeating all
my plans and solicitations respecting the
forts, and received his roward; it being
tuere universally admitted that but for thav
vietory over mo there could have been no
rebellion.

3. Mr. Buchanan complains that I pub-
lished.‘ without permission, Jenuary 18,
1861, my views addressed to him and the
Secretary of War, October 29 and 30, 1860,
But that act was caused, s I explained to
him at the time by the misropresentations
of the vicws in one of the earlior speeches o

the samo ex-Secretary after his return to
Virginis,

+4. Ope of my statements complaining
of the joint countermand sent through the
Secretaries of War and Navy to prevent the
landing &t Fort Pickens of Captain Vodges’
company unless the fort should be attacked,
is eited by the ex-Prerident to prove a sin-
gular want of memory on my part; and a
note from Secretary {Iulz is addressed to
show that I had entjrely approved of the
Joint countermand the day (January 29,)
that it was prepared. Few persons are as
little liable to make a misstatenzent by acci-
dent as Mr. IIolt, and no one more incapa-
ble of making one by design ; yet, I have
not the slightest recollection of any inter-
view with him on this subject, lydo Te-
member, hm‘evq, that Mr. IIolt, on some
matter of business, approaching my bedside
about that time when I was suffering great-
ly froin an access of pat. + Mr, Buchanan,
Mr. Holt, and myself were all landsmen,
and I could knpw bat little of the impossi-
bility of landing troops on an open sea
beach, with a high wind and surf, M.
Touey, Secretary of the Navy, with officers
about him of intelligence and nautical cx-
perience, ought to have said plumply that if
Vodges was not to land except in the case of
attack upon F'ort Pickens, he might as well
have remaf¥ned at Fortress Monroe, as the
prohibition placed the fort, so far as he was
concerned, at the mergy, or (as the event
showed) on the want of enterprise on the
part ‘of the,;ebcl commander as Pensaco-

a.

Possibly thero are other parts of the re-
ply’ which a superficial reader may think
requires comment or elucidation ; and, in-
deed, bere is ancther marked for me by my
kind visitor * i

5. The ex-President has brought togeth-
er a lybrinth of dates res peciing the arrival
and depsariure of rebel commissioners, ar-
mistices, &c., with which, as I had no offit
cial ¢onnection, [ may have made an unim-
portant mistake or two; but, as [ have not
by me the means of recovering the ciue to
those windings, I shall not attempt to foi-
low him.

WIXFIELD SCOTT.
New Yourk Fifth-Av. Nov: 8. 1862,

Letter From Ex-President Buchanan,
Tothe Rédator of the National Intelligen-

cer, .

With a few remarks 1 shall close the con-
troversy with Gen. Scott, into which [ have
been most reluclantly forced by his volun-
tary and unexpectod attack,” This has
nevertheless, aftorded me an opportunity of
correcting many unfounded reports which [
had long borne in patience and in silence.—
In ny answer, 1 have already furnished
clear and distinct respons:s to all the alle
gations of Gien. Scott ; and in his rejoinder
he has not called in_question any of my
statements, with a single exception. Which
of us is eorrect in this particular depends
upon the question whether his recollection
of an event which occared more than cight-
een months ago, or the statemen. of M.
Uolt reduced to writing on the very day, is
entiled to the greater credit,

The General in the introduction of his re-
joinder, assigzns as an excase for the criti-
cism on my public conduct that this was
merely incidental to his alleged official re-
port to President Lincoln on the condition of
our fortifications, and was not primarily in-
tended for myself.  From this statement
one would conclude that he had made such
a report.  Bat where is this to be found 2 —
For it he refers to the Jutelligencer of the
21st October ; but there I discover nothing
but his letter of four points to Mr. Seward,
dated on the 3d March, 1861, advising the
incoming President how to guide his admin-
istration in face of the threatcning dangers
to the country. In the single introductory
sentence to this lettec he barely refers to
his ‘printed views,’ (dated in October, 1860)
which bad been long befere the public; but
it contains nothing like an official report on
tLe condition of the fortifications.

Whether the introduction of this letter to
the publie, vithout the consent of President
Lincoln by one of the General's friends, in
a political gpecch during a hghly excited
gnbernaturial canvass, had intluenced him
to prepare’his criticism on my conduct, it is
not for me to determine,

At what period did Gen Scott obtain the
six hundred recruits to which he rerers in
his rejoinder 2 This. was certainly afier the
date of lus ‘views,” on the 30th Ociober, 18-
G0, becar.se in these he states emphatically
that the forces then at his coramand were
‘in all five companies only within reach to
garrison or reinfoice the ‘[nine] forts men-
tioned in the * views.’ by

Did he obtan theke recruits in Novemuver ?
If so had he visited Washington or written
and cxplaived to me in what manner this
Juilitary operation could be aczomplished by
the four hundred mén'in {hé five companies
and the s1x hundred retruits, 1 should have
given bis representations all the considera-
tion eminen:ly due his high military reputa-
ton. i

But ke informs us he did not ‘arrive in
Washington till the i2th of December. Iis
second recomendation to garrison these
forts must consequenily have been made ac-
cording to his own stafement, on the 13th,
15th, 28th, or 30th of December, or on more
" than one’of these days. At this period the
aspect'of public attairs bad greatly changed
from what it, was in October. = Congress
Was now in session, and our relations with
the Setdddd Cdtton States had been placed
before them by the President’s message.—
Procecdings had been instituted by that
body with a view to a compromise of the
dangerous questions between the North and
the South ; ‘and the highest hopes and warm-
est aspirations were then entertained for
their succeds, - Under these circumstances
it was the President’s duty to take a broad
view of the condition of the whele country,
in all its relations, civil, industxial, and com-
mercial, as well as military, giving to cach
its appropriate infiuence. "It was only from
such a combination that he could frame a
policy calculated to preserve the peace and
to consolidate the strength of the Union, —
Isolated recommendations proceeding from
one department, without weighing well their
effect upon the general policy, ought to be
adopted with extreme caution.

But it seems from the rejoinder that Sec
retary Floyd at Richmond had claimed the
honor of defeating General Scott’s *‘plans
and solicitations respecting the forts, it be-
ing there,”’ says the General, ‘‘universally
admitted that bat for that victory over me
there conld have beén no rebelhion.” This
is, in plain Eoglish, that the secessionists of
the cotton States, who have since brought
intu the field hundreds of thousands of un-
doubtedly brave soldiers, wonld have aban-
doned i terror their unlawful and rebellious
designis, had Gen. Scott distributed among
cheir numerous forts four hundred and eigh-
ty men in October or one thousand in De.
tember ! This tequires no comment. 1
have never been able to obtain a copy of the
speech of Mr. Floyd at Richmond, to which
1 presume General Scott refers ; but I learn-
ed, both at the time and since, from gentle-
men of high respectability, that in tbis same
speech he denounced me most  bitterly for
my determination to stard by and sustain
he Union withall the power I possessed
nder the Constitution and the law.

And here permy ** mie to remark that it
due to General Scuiw a8 well as myself to d-
ny that there is any poruon ef my answer
which justifies the allegation that the -‘Ex-

President sneers 8t my ‘weak devices’ tho

g

words ‘weak device’ boing marked as a quo-
tation) for saving the forts.” This mistake
[ must attribute to ais “accidental visitor,

Aad in this connection [ emphaiically de-
clare that the General neitber before nor af-
terthe publication of his “views” in the
Intelligencer of the 18:h January, 1851,
without my con sent, assigned any reasou to
me for making this pu-lication, or everiden
alluded to the subject. In this [icannot he
wistaken, from the deep impgessiga. which
the occurence made upon my wemory for
the reasons alrcady mentioned in my aa-
sWer. P, < S g e S
L I should have nothing more to add had
Gen. Scott in his rejoinder, confined himself
to the topics embraced in his original letter.
He has extended them, and now for the first
time, and in a sarcustic and no kindly spis
rit, refers to the alleged stealing <of public
arws by Sccretary Floyd and ‘their. trans-
portation to the South in anticipation of the
rebellion. . The most conclusive answer {o
this allegation‘is that, notwithstanding the
boasting of Mr, Floyd at Richond  evi-
deotly with a view monciliating his new al-
lies cited by the General as his authority, no
public aims were ever stolen, This fact is
established by the report of the cominittee
on Military affairs of the IHou-e of Repre-
sentatives now before me, made by Mr.
Stanton of Phio, their chairman on the 18ih
February 1861 and to be found in the second
volume of the reports of Oummittees of tha
House-for the session of 1860-'61, This re-
port aud the testimony before the committes
establish :

1. That the Southern States received in
1860 less instead of more than the quota
of arms towhich they are entitled by law ;
and t_hn't three of thgm— North Caroling,
Mississippt  and Kentucky—received no
arms whatever and thig simply  because
they did not ask for them. Weil may Mr,
Sianton have said in the house *‘that = thera

and missapprehensions as to the true state
of facts in regard to this matter.”

2 Sceretary Floyd under suspicious eir-
cumstances on the 23d December 1860 and
buta few days before he left the department
had without the knowledge of the President
ordered one hundred and thirteen (113) coi-

.| umbiads and clwenél[) thirty two pound-

ers 1 be transported from Pittsburg to Ship
Isiand and Galveston  in Misgissippi and
Texas. This fact was brought to the knowl-
edge of the President by o communication
from Pitrsburg : and Sceretary Iolt imme-
diately thereafter countermanded tho order,
and the cannon were never sent.
The promptitude with which we acted elici-
ted a vote of thanks, dated on the 4th  Jan-
uary 1361 from the Scles; and Common
Councils of that city ““to the President tha
Attorney General and the acting  Secretary
of War,” Mr, Holt.

Alier this statement how shall we acconut
for the explicit declaration of (ten Scott that
“accidentally hearing early in March that
under this prsihunious order (that of Mr.
Floyd of the 224 December) the shipment of
these guns had commenced, 1 communica-
ted the tact to Sceretary Holt (acting for
Seeretary Cameron) just in time to defeat
tha robbery ¢ And this isthe same Sec-
retary Holt who had countermanded the
pesthumous order n the previous Decen-
ber. And strunge to say these guns but
fur he alleged interposition of Gen Scost,
were about to be sent 8o late as March from
the loyal States into those over which Jeft
:]ral‘io? Davis bad then for some time presi-

ea .

Had Gen. Scott reflected for a moment he
could not have fallen into this blunder. |t
is quite mauifest he was “without a prifed
document and my (his) own official papers.”!

The Government had on hand in  the
year 1859 about 500 000 old muskets which
bad been condemned ¢ as unsuitabie for pub
lie service,”” under the aci of 3d of March,
1825 Theyv were of such a character that
although offired both at public and privats
sale for $2 50 cach, purchasers conld not be
oblained at that rate except for a compar-
atively small number, On the 30th of No
vember 1859 Secretary Floyd ordered about
oue fifth of the whole number, (105.000) to
be sent frow the Springfield Armory whers
they had dceumulated, to five Southern arsg-
nals “‘in proportion to their respective means
of proper storage.” This order was carried
ino effect by the Ordnance Bureau in the
usual course of administration and  withous
reference to the President. It is but jus-
tice to say that from the testimony | betore
the commitice there is no reason to suspect
that Secretary Fioyd issued this order from
any sinister motive Its date was months
before Mr Lincoln’s nomination for the
Presidincy, and nearly a year before his
election and whilst the Secrotary was still
an avowed opponent of secession.  Ludeed
the testimeny  of Colonel Craig  and
Capt, Maynadier, of the Ordnanze, before

any evil intention on his part,

with a few thousand ancient rifles of & cali-
bre then no longer used até trdnsiormed by
Gen. Scott into 115,000 eatra muskels and
vifles with all their umplements _and ammu-
artion.” This is the first time T have Leard
—certainly there was nothing of ‘the kind

sent with these condemed and inferior arms
to their places of storage—just as though
they had been intended not for safe but 1m-
Inediate use on the field. The truth is that
18 impossible to steal arms and transport
them from one depository to another without
the knowledge and acuive participation of
the officers  of the Bureau,j both at
Washington and these depositories. It may
be observed that Colonel Oraig, the heed of
the Bareau, at this period was as correct an
oflicer and asloyal and as honest & man ag
exists in the country.
Yours, very respectfully,
JAMES BUCHANAN.
Wheatland near Lancaster,: November 17.

COUNTERFRIT GREENBACKS.— Among the
numerous counterfzits :afioat arg photograp-
ic five dollar Treasury notes® They are
well caleulated to deceive, would not be de-
tected at a casual glance by one man out of
ive hundred. Compared closely with the
genuinc;hills, they are found to be about
the sixteenth of an = jach longer, and
stiffer. The signatures show moregkplamly
ou the back of the bills than in the good
money, and the shading of the engraving is
heavier and darker. Other defects would
probably be disclosed ona very critical ex-
amination. It islikely these coumieifeits
have obtamned a wide_fcirculation, hd 1t
will become necessary; for the people to be
a litle more careful in handling *‘green-
backs,” than they have heretofore bieen.

i SRR

0Z7Tho Lewistown Guzete calls the
Democrats who were incarcerated 1 Forts
Warren, Lnyfaye’.te, &c,, “cutthroats.”
If they were to mete out justice to the wmis-
erable devils that caused their imprison-
ment, they would cut the throats of every
cowardly whelp among them. Justice may
yet triumph.  Beware old man.

[7Poverty is often  despair. = A good
fellow went to hang himself, but finding a
pot of gold. went merrily home. Bat
he whlt;_ bad hidden the pot, weat and. hnog

maelf.

are agood deal of rumors. and speculation -

the committee is wholly inconsistent, with®

before the Coirmittee—that ammunition was,

And yct these “‘condemned muskets,” .

Sl

—



