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hypoceritical rules, and while [ do not choose
60w to specify particuiar acts of Congress
{ns praper to be enforced. I do suggest, that | while there is any poasibility that ang por-

1t will be much safer for all, both in official
and privato stations, to conform 1o and abide

than to violate any of !jﬁm. trusting to find
impunity in having them held te e uncon-
stitutianal. . .

1t ie geventy-two years dince the first in-
suguration of & President under our Naiion-
sl Constitution ; during that period fifteen
different and greatly distinguished ‘citizens
have, in succension, administered thy Bxeen
tive byanch of the Govgrnment ~They have
condufied it through many penls and gen-
erally with great success, yet with alf this
scope for precedent, [ now wnter upon the
wawe tazk for the brief Constitutional term
of four yearnunder great snd pecubiar difft
culty. A disruption of the Federai Unton
beretofore unly menaced, in now  {ormidably
attempted 1 held that in contsmplation of
universal law and of the Constitution the
Union of these States ix perpetusl ; perpet-
uity is implied il not exvressed in the fun-
(damagntal faw of all national governments,

It'ia safe Lo assert Ihal goiernment:prope
erly.gver had & provision in 18 orgsme
law for 1ts own termination. ontinde (o
exclude all the express provi<ions of our
National Consutution and the Union will
endure {i rever, it being impo~sible ta de.
RLroy 1t except hy some action not provided
for in the ingtrument 1tself  Agsin, if the
Umnited States be not a government proper
but an aasociatian of . States in the pature of
cofract [nerg]y. can il an .a.contraet be
peacenbly unmade by 'ess than all the par-
ties who made it § One party o a contract
w4y violate it, hreak it, so' lo spesk, but
doeBtiL not require all to lswfully rescind it ?

llmcandmg from these geners) ‘principles
we find the proposition that imiegal ontem-
platioa the Union s perpetually confirmed
by the history of (he-lUaaa. 1
Varon is much older than the Coustitytipn.
{t wee formned 1o fact by the Articles of Asso-
ciation in 3774 1t Jwas matursd and™Ton-
tinued by the Deoiaration ot lodependence
in 1776 it was further matored =xnd  the

faith of all the then thirteen States expreas
T et e aa Logewow  SHEL L o
| LA Vb vy an 8 e ik anbadnmatinn Ve
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Aund finalig in‘1787 one of the d«'qh'rcd
otyects for ordaining snd establishing the
Constitation waa to form a more perfect Une
1ou. but if destruction of the Union by one
or by & part only af ghe States be lawfully
posmhl-,&e'Umnn 18 lesy than before, the

perpetuity ; at follo va from these vicws hat
0 State upon 14 own mere Motion ¢an law-

fully get oat of the Umon : that resolves
and ordinances to that cffect are legally
vord ; and that segs of wolence willnn any
State or States ag¥inkL the authority of the
United States are mmsarrectionaly or revolu-
rionary according lo; circumsiances.

I therefore consider that 1o view of the
Constrtulion and laws, the Union 18 unbro-
ken, and o the extent of my ability whall
1ake care, ss the Uongtituuion nuel{ express.
ly enjoms on me, the aws of the Umon be
farthfully exccated 1 all the States. Doing
thig, 1 dedtn to b wnly 2 simple duty on my
part, and 1 shall pertorm 1t 8o fur as practi
cable unless my rightfu) masters, the Amer
jcan people shall withhold the requisite
wesng or 10 some authoriive manner direct
the contrary. [ trust this will not be re
garded as a wensce. but only asa Ceclsred
purpose of Uniou ; that it will constitution-
ally defend and marmtam wself w dong this,
there need be no Yloodshel or violence, and
thers shall be none unless forced upon the
wintional authgnity. The power contided to
me will be used to hold, occupy and possess
the property and places belonging to the
Govermnent, and to collect dulies and im
posts, but beyond what may be necessary
for these 6bjects there will be no nvasion,
no using of force againsl or amMOVE pcupl_c
anywhere. Whare hostility lo tie Uniteg
Siates in any dutenior hle\y ®hall be so great
and 80 univerdsl &8 to prevent competent
remdent citizons from holding federal offices,
there will be no attempt 1o lorce obnoXwus
strangets anong the people that object while
{ne strkt tegal mght may exist . the gov
ernment to enforce the oxercisc of these of
fices ; the attempt to do so would be 80 irris
tatumg ahd 80 nearly impracticahle, with all
that’l deem it better to forego for & time,
the uses of such offices. The mails, uniess
repolled, will continue to be (urnished in ‘l"
psrts of thd Union, so far as possible. ‘The
people everywhero shall have thet sense of
perfect secunty which are most fsvorable to
calm thoughts and reflection.  The urse
here indicsted will be fellowed unless cur
rent events snd  experience shall show a
wodification or change to be proper, nr}d n
every case and exigency ay hest digcrelion
will be exeroired according to circumstances
actually existmg. and  with & view snd »
hape of & posceful soldtion of the Nationa!
troubles. and the restoration of Sraternal
sy mpathies and affections. That there sre
persgoa in one gection oF another who, seek
to destroy the Union at all evenis, aud.are
glad of any pretgxt to doit, [ will neither
afiirp or deny ; butif theré be such, | need
not address no word to those, rowever, who
really iove the Union. May 1 not spuak be-

-~
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destruction of our national fabric, st s

v

Constitution having fost the ‘vital clement of

Ffore onering upon sp gravu s mnsiler as the

benefits, its memories. and hopes ; would it
pot be wise (o ascertain precisely what e
due ;  will you haxard 8o desperate a step

tion of the 1lls you fimfrom have no res) ¢x-
' jstence ; will you, while the certam 1ds you

by all thase acts “Whidl #t4n’ fnrepealed. [Hy to are greater than aM the resl ones you !

iy from ; will you risk thd commussion of
so fearful & mistake 7 ~AH profess to be
contentin the Unun of all constitutional
nghta can be maintamed 19711 truep then,
thet any right plawnly writtea v the Cun-

stitution has been demed § § think not. -

Happuly the human mind 1s G conatituted
that uu party can reach to the audaecity  of
tdotng this,  Think of you can of a suple

stence 1 which a plainly  wrilten provisia
Q( tbe Uonstitution has ever been demed —
If by the mere force of numbers & majoty
should deprive a mwority of sny clisrly
written Copsututions) nght it unghlesy &
moral pomt of view. justify a revolution
1t certainly would if such a right were s v

tal one  But such w nol the case,  All the
vital rights of minorities and individuals are

80 plainly assured to them, by affirmavnons
and negations, guarantees  and probibiions
in the Consbitution, that confroversies never

cap be framed with 8 provision speciti ally
applicable Lo every question which msy  oc-
cor ip practical administration. No focesight
can apucipate, nor any decutwent of rewson
sble length, contain express provivions fu
Shall fuginives from
Iabor be rurréndered by national or Sate
suthonty ¥ The Uonsutution
pressly say. May Congress proh bitslavery
wn the termtories 7 The Constitution does
not expressly say  Must Congress proect
alavery nthe termtories ¥ The Coustita-
vion does ngt expressly say  Frifn'q Mmbous
of this class spring all our L‘unmuulmﬁ_ﬂa

all possible questiung,

does nat ex

perkjorriies and muonities I the minarity
will not acquiesoe, the majority must, or the

, Thq_xgvcrnmem HIust cease.

There 14 no other altegdative for continu

ing the government but acquicscence on the
Lmn side or the other I & minority 1m such
cane will aecede 1ather than acquiesce, they
ke a precedent which i torn will dimide
or Tum them. for & mmonity of therr, oup
refnser to be controlled by such s minurity

For instance. why may not any portion ol
& new confederacy » year or two hience, ar

Gitranly secede again, precisely a8 pornons
of the present Bmon  now cleim to seeids
from it All who  cherish disumon sents

menta are now beng educated to the exact
s there such perfect

temper of doing this.

wentity of mleresls among the States to
dwypose & new Unton s to produce harmo
uy ouly, and prevent rencwed secession r
Platy the central ddea OF décession 19 the
enscnce of anarchy, & wajority held i re
straint by canstitutional cheeks ond hunita
Gaus alway s changing essily with Ui dehite
erate changes of popular opinrons and wnti-
ments 18 the ouly (rue sovervign of a fies
people  \Whoevdr repects b doey of neces-
sty fly (o snarchy ar to despotism
unity 18 unpossible  The rale of 8 wineeity
2% & wArrant arrangement 18 wholly wal
misssble  Solhat rejecting the wayorits
principle, anarchy and despotism in some
form, s all thats left T donot forz.t e
position assumed by some that consituion
al questions are to be decided by the Su; r e
Coust, nar do [ deny that guch deeraons
must be binding w any  case upon the par
Ues 10 & suit 28 taghe object of that st
while they aro alko entitled to very hith re
spect aud consideration 1 o1l parallel cases
by all ather departients of the government
apd whTe 1is obviously poasble that suvh
l’l‘n\ﬁ\l)n mly h(’ ercqueaus m ﬂ"" ‘(!Vl‘ﬂ case,
still the ewil effect following 1, bang hted
10 that particaler case, with the chance that
1t may be overruled and never becowme a pre
cedent for others, and better be borne than
could the evils of & different practice.

At the same Lime the candid citizen mnst
confess that 1f the policy of the govermmnem
upon vital questions sflecting the whole peo
ple in to be irrevocably fixed by decivions of
the Supreme Court, the instant they are
mwade 1 ordinary hitigation between partiea
m personal actions, the” people will have
ceased 1o be thelr own rulers, having to that
extent practically resigued their government
nto the hands of that emineht Lribunal ; nor
18 there in this view any assault upon the
Court or the Judges ; 1t is & duty from which
they may not shrnk to decide cades proper-
ly brought Lieforé them, and it is no lault
of theirs if others Sook to tury their decisions
to political purposes. One section of. our
country believes that slavery is right, and
and ought to be extended ; while-the other
believes it is wrong. sad ought not to he
extended. This is the only substantial dig-
pute ; the fqg\tive alave clause of the Con-
atitution ard) the law for the suppression of
the foreign sluve trade are oach ss well en-
forced perhaps ss any faw can ever be wm &
community where the moral senso of the
people abide by the dry fegal obligation in
both cases and a few bresk over in each:
this [ think cannot be pertect(y,gh\ed. snd
it wonld be worse in both casel after the
separation of the sections than before.

The fareign sleve trade, now imporfeotly
suppressed, would be uitimately revived
without reutriction in one ection, while fu-
gitive slaves'pow only partisily surrendured,
wonld not bs eurcendered at ail by the oth-
. Physically speaking, we canuod sepa.

Ui -

rate, we cannot remove our respective yul:'-
tions from each mh& nor build eb impasa-
sble-wall botween them. A hasband and
wifo way be divorced and go out of ths prea
ence and beyond the reach of each other,
hut the diflerent parts of our country capnot
do thix they eannot but reutsin face to face
sl an wstercosese either amicahls or bml,ﬂ;
mast continus between them. 1a it possi-
ble then ta rhiake that intere.urse ware ad-
vantageous of ore satisfactory aller sepa-
rating than belarg’  Uan slieng theke trea-
ties eagier than friends can make laws 7—
Can treaties be more fulh}v!ll( enforced be-
tweeh. qliens than laws nl}mng friendg ?—
Supposs yon ge te wer, you csnnot tight
wlways, sl when alter iuch Juss on 8%
e, andu o gaen on enhicr you cessa Gyby
g the wdenticsl téring are again upon you.
Yhist couatey with 118 umtiiulong belang to
the people who ibabit it W henever they
sha'l grow weary ol the existing government
they can excreme their constit utioast right
of siending 1t or therr revolutionary nght
to d smember or overtorow it. I cancot be
igavrant of the fict tnat psny worthy and

pratriotic entizcns ar desirous of having the
natoml Constitation amended While I

Arise copcernming them ; Lt nourganic e 4 mako-no- reeommendsions of ymemdments

) 1ully recognise the rghtful author:ity of
the people over the whole Subject, to be ex-
erc 8 d w either of the modes prescabed in
the mstrument twelf, and,, | should, under
8xBil ng Corcumitances, tavor rather tha
opposs s far oppertuntty heing aflorded the
pople to act upon it

I will venture to add that, to me, the
tonvenhion mode seews preferable,  joma.
much a< i allows the amendment to eriy1-
anto with the people themeelves, instead of
permiting them to take or reject £ proposi-
tion orginated by others not  cspecially
chosen for the purpose. and which might net—

controverstes, und we devide upon them wy?‘xb«- precialy such & they would not wish s

¢1 her accept or refuse

1 undirsiand & proposed smendment to
‘he Constitatlon, which amendment, hower-
er, 1 have not seen has prased Congress to
the effect thathe Foderal Government shal)
never interfere with domesbic institutions of ©
the States, inclnding that of persons held o

service To svo'd s misconstrugiion of
ahetd faca anld 1 3 Ao e Wy W

far &x o 4ay that holding mach s provision
10 be nuw 1mplied as constitutional law,
hive no objection to its being made exprese
and nrovoeatde  The Chicf Magistrate de-
rives sll s wuthonty from the peopte Wmd
they have counferred ¢ upon him to make
terms ¢ (Le «eparation of the States.  The
wop e themsclves can do this slsa il they
¢ 09 e, but Executive, as such has nothing
to do wi ht, bes daty 18 to administes the
prosont governm nt as it csme to his handa
atied (0 tekusant (L usampaired by hiin to s
succes<or  Why <h wid thete not be & pa-
tient conhidenee 1t the ulunmte justice of the
prople, 1+ there any hetter or l(Lull Hupe im
the aotld

- In our present il rences ix erither  party
withe ut fannh of bemg m nghtaf the Almighe
ty fulir of nations with hiv eternal truth
wnd praries be on your side of the North, or
an yows of the South, thet truth and that
justice wil) surely preval by the judguaent
of this tbunaf, the L mean peoplo by the
i ame of the Government under which w ©
Live , tlits same people have waisely givem
sy mervants but e power for miachief,
and hare with cqual wisdom provided fo
“h retarn of that hittie to their own hands
wt vory short mtervala. While the peopls
sl therr virtue and vifilance no admin.
1itration by any extreme of wickedness or
folly ean vory seuously anjnre the govern-
ment s the rhort space ol four years. My
countrymen one and alt, thmk cslmty and
well upon this whole subject ; nothing vaic.
able can be lost by taking tune. ¥ there Le
an oby et to hurry any GFYyou m hot haste
to a step which vou would never take delib-
erately. that olject will be frustrated by
takinz tine, but no good object can be frus.
trate ! by 1t.  Such of you as are dissatisfied
sUil have the old Constyfiition, uuinpaired,
and on the pensive point the laws of your
o~ framing under it, whils the new ad.
mintstration will have no immediate power,
if 1t would, to change erther. 163t were ad.
mitted that you who are dissatisfied hold
the mght side in the d'sputo; there atill
no single good reason for precipitate action..
Intelligence, patriotism, cliristinnity, and a
firm 10ltance on [fim who has never yct for-
ssk.n Una favored land, are still comatent,
Lo adjust, in the best way, 'all our presant
difficulties.

In your iisnds my dissatisfied countrymen '
and not in mine is the wementous issue of
civil war ; the government will not assail
'you; you can have no conflict ‘without belag
yourselves the aggressofs. You have vo
outh registered in beayen to destray ths
Government w hiilo [ shall bave the most sol-
omn one Lo preserve, protect and defand it.
{ am loth to close. We aro not epemies but
friends. We must not bo,encmies, Though
passion may bave atrained it must ngt break
out bonds of aficcuion.  The mystic ghords
of momory stretching from syw batgle figid
and patrrotid grave to every loving heart ind
he rihatons all over this broad land will yet

awell the chorus of the Union, when sgain
touched, as surely a5 they witl be tbe better

sngels ol our nature,
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