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. RICHMO'N D, (Virginia.) |
e following ts t/lfl.'lddr}gjﬁwftlzc c;'tx;em of thisgity

and its yicuuity to the refident o ‘the United States,
fge o REeMND, Augult 1, T3,

S1r, . “

MPRESSED Wwith a full convi®tion of the

wildom of your adminiftration ingeneral, &
efpecially approving that fyfiem of condu,
which you have adopted, and tteadily obferv-
ed rowaids the balligerént paters of Euvope,
,wiey the inhabitants of Richmond dnd its ‘vic
cinity in the commonwealth of Vitginia, aré
happy ia an opportunity of conyeyiig to you

thieic gepuine fentiments.

‘When' propitious heaven had crowned with |

vi@ory the efforts of four country and yolir-
felf, while rejoieing Americaenumérated the
bleflings to be derived from fo important a
revo utiop, itwas not reckoned among, the

leaft of them tha', in future, the people of
this favored land might in peace %ﬂreir
owhi hdppinels, thouth war dnd viole odld’

defolate the Eufopéan world,. or dreneh it in’
haman blood—S8o too, when the .good genius

of America had devifed that ehange in our, |i
. ghvernment, which hLer wilde

_#s’ fince a-
dopteditwashield an argument of fome weight
againft the neceflity of this iehange, and all in
oppofition to it with one. vdice declatred, that,

fituaced as this country isy no madupefs or fol- |

ly-could ever be [o fupreme <as to involve-us
again in European coatefts. Nor was  this
opiniod, {6 unitorm' and upiverfal, in fdvor

. of peace, derived fromiany other fource than

a kuowledge of the real fitnation and a con-
viftion of the real interefis of America. It
isimpoffible for the' eye of cool and 'tempe-’
rate reafon'to furvey tliefe’ United States
withaut perceiving; that, however: dreadful:
the calamities of war may be to other nationsy
they aré ffill more dreadful to us; and howe-
ver important the benhefits of peace tb’oﬁiefs,
to us they ave ftil) more bénefieial.
From.thefe whofe province it is to miake

. Wwar, we expectevery effort to dvoid it cone

. meafure ;“and wé canuot- refrain

fiftent with the houor, intereft and good faith
of America ; from you,-fir, to whom is af-
figned the imiportant tafk of, “ taking care
that the: laws "be faithfully “extecuted,’ we'
have already experienced the moft a&ive and
watebful attention.to our.deareft interefts: .
Ever fince the period when a juft refpe&
for the voicé of your country induced you to

= L

abandon’ the rétirenient you loved, for that’

- high'ftation 'to which your fellow-eitizens una-

nimoufly called you,, your.conduc has been
uniformly calenlated to promote their happi-
nefs and welfare : And in no inftance has this
been more remarkable, ‘or yonr vigilant at-
tention to the’ duties'of (your officé more
clearly difcovered, than in your proclamation
refpecting the weutrality of the ﬁnitedS'tates.

As genuing Americans, with. no other in-
tereft at heart but that of ou® country, un-
biafled by foreigi influeiice, which hiftery in-

_forms us has been the bane of more, than one

the propriety, juftice, and wifdoflBof this
ex-
prefling our pleafure at its adaption.. - . |

républic, our minds are open to a éﬁni fenfe of

" We récolled md;wel_f_tﬁeg:ﬁlaymit’ie,s‘,g‘f\‘vflr,“
ot to' uie ‘otit beft endeavors £o reftiain any

Wicked:citigen, it fuély ingdeed “cair be fodfid’

.3?0.“& usy;wvhoy difregarding: his' own' duty,
a

d the happinefs of the United Sidtes, in vis |/ L
! of. the fgxu'l ies of Henrico, Goochland,; f“ﬂ‘f

:
i\
4
l
:

olation of the law of the land, and the wilh-
of theé people, hall dare to g'ratig{ hlsgggrlt'ry
pafiions at the ‘rifk of his countfy’s wel-
faréy perhaps of her estiftenice; -
. We pray heaven roipanifelt’ its, prqha'gn‘j
g‘al care of thefe ftates; by prolonging' to!
em the 'ﬁ\r.’ﬂi;'g of your adiminiftration—and,
may the’pure fpirit of it continue toanimate
the' governmeiit'ol’ Anierica ‘throtgh'a fuc-
cellign of agles.. o 1 :|
Bigned by.defire and on-behalf of the-mrénting,

= GﬁgﬁGE WYTHE, Prefident,
¢ (Tefte) ANDREW DUNSCOMB, Sec’ry.

ANS WER !
. To the.inhabitants of Richmond and its vicinity.

Pelliti-Citizens, AR

« AMONG ‘thé'vumerous expreflionsof’ tfne{
publiefiriie, in' favorof ‘the  mddfures’ which
have been adopted-for the obfervancea'of néi-
trality in-the prefent war of Europie; none- is

ore‘grateful to me, than that of Richmond
abid it vicinity, T
" Phemanner inwiich i 1§ conveyed, Jays

+ elaim toanyiaffectionate ackhdwlédgiments.

1n recolleieg tlie anticipations which were
€itertained of a pacific palicy, as'moft con<
ohan't with the fituation of -the United States
wid the'gemius of ouf government, it is a

exemplifyiog. it! occurs, fentiments ' correl®
panding withit appest th pervade everyl part
of the community. This fteadinels of® views,
highly*harorable to the ’national,r’ghara&\er, is
well caleulatéd'to fapport in the adminiftra-
tionsof our affuirs, a fpirit’ conftartly ¥avora-
ble ta the great bbjec of pelice.

And though the. beft snd 'fihcereft- endéa- |

vors to this end, may fometimes prove inef-
FeEtIAL Vet i will always bea fource of con-
felation andencsrageinert, that the calami-
2ies of (vary'if @t iy time' they fHall be'c k-
farienced, have been unfought' and unpro-
Jered, Everygood citizen will thén fucet

{
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! bevtiesdf Fyahce, as hdving
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which' Watarally Accompany the confeioufefs
of‘a good caufe, the coaviction that' theré {s

no ground for fe!f reproach.

. Arue to our duties and i_ngcgeﬂ_:s as Ameri.
cabs—firm to our purPug% as lovers of peace
~—let us uaite our fervent prayers to the
Great Ruletof tlie Univerfe; that the jar
tice-und méderation of all concerned; iay
permit us to continue in - the uninterrupted
fo greatly
prize, add’of which we ardently with them a”
fpeedy.and permanent part:cipation. - 1A
GLORGE, WASHINGTON,

At a“g'enéhﬂ'mé’ét‘i‘ng- of the %nhdﬂtdljt'{ of
the town of' Peterfburg (Virginia) and 'its

¢ 7 vieinity, @€ the :court-houfe of  the faid

tawm ou Monday the 2d September 1793.

"f‘ cominittee 'aypointgd by’ the town
niecting held on Satutday faft, to' draw up and
pfopofe to'the prefent meetify, for their con
fideratio, certain réfolutions, this day pro-
pofed to the meeting the refoliitions follows,

| ing, Viz~—

- Refolved, That it isconfiient with the frue
intereft of tie Uliited Srates, 4« well as their
good faith, to preferve the ftricteft neutrality

in the préfent fituation of Eurdpe.
That we biglly approve, and are firmly re.

| folved ftriétly to obferve the Prefident’s late

proclaindtion, becaufe we believe it was dic-

| tated by a plofdund knowlédge of the inte:
| refts of thefé fates, ard by a fincere and ho-
| nélt defire of promoting their real happinefs

and profperity. ;

That we will ufe every cxertion to difs
countenance and fupprefs all fuch defigns and
proceeBings as in‘any minfier feid to ihter-
Hupt that hatmony and tranquility’ wliich we
enjoy under @ juft and pacific adminiftration

O_f_jt‘be has#'ve.&_guvemmpng. by ks
halt rhe interference of any foreign power
dr Miniffer ih the internal adminiftration of
aur ghv’efmwerft,'fié an’ infringenent of the
fovereignty: of the peapley terids ro deftray

. public ceifidence, to introduce confufion - and

anarchy, and thercfore thould ‘excite the in-
dignation and reprehenfion of every indepen-
dént American. PHET .
That any attenmpts to dintinith that ‘confit
dence which our citizeus repofe in the difins
tereftednef(s of the prefent chief magiftiate

of the United Srates, are equally ungrateful,

illiberal and wnjuft. = 7 Lo

Refolved; That the Chairian tranfrhit tiie
foregoing refolutions to Thoinas ' Jefferfon,
Efg. & requeft him to communicate the fane

to the Prefident of the United Statey,

And the faid refofutions bein fe,ven_l_llglr éu}d
dittincly redd, were nnanimonily adopted.
+And the 1i#éting contiting, the following

refulution was prapofed and utianimonfly a-

Sresd: o ik 1y 4 Wiieewr Slging lan:
That we coufider the .combina-
tioh of the delpots of ,u'r,gpz againk. the li-
' g a dire tendency
to deftroy the political happinefs'of mahkiod
& though we fekl anintereftin preferving our
:uehzgalig‘f,, ger it is olir fincere: withy that fi-
berty and t e rights of man may bethe pre-
vaili n'g'ig'r‘lhéiiiles' throu IE ut @g.mnj’fgevl‘e.ﬂ
i nomsic.yé&uv‘,'cﬁlmﬁn: e
: e Tl A TR L P P

i T‘I—.;E Grand .jul'y-:fqr the diftt#% compofed

Hover, f\c erficld and Powhatan, imprefled
'wi‘:ﬁt%hv' ‘ehidtge ditiversd ’fofﬂih'é:? %ys !ﬁg

| prefiding Jadge of this diftrict, I;ﬁvé'dite&‘e;ij
! their attention to the fubje@s which it pre-

fented to their notice, upéri: fome of which
they think it proper and neceflary to exprefs
their fentiments. - g

Adverring alfo to t'ff'é"n'éfuﬁé‘aﬁa o ‘q&s of
their inftitation,” they confidér themfelves to
be fully duthorifed; as offen’ as the occafion
fhail be fufliciently prefling. of important, to,

abimadvert upon the lawsand proceedings of |

the government. 7 e R

In the prefent calamitous ftate of foreign
hoftilities, the'Grand Jiry conceive'that the
¥:onor and happinefs of, this country' ave in'a
great meafure ‘involved in tlie condut which
its government fhall purfue towards the na-
tions at wir. = "“ R

Théy confider the !%rﬁt,edl' States’ as bonngg
by the tréaties'as well as their deafeft’ inter
efts to oblerve a firict neutrality towirds the
belligerent powers, and therefore they teftify
in this public manner their high approbation of
thiofe meéafures which have been’ adopted by
the! Prefident of the United Statés, to procure
a punétual obfervance of that veutrdlity aid

| thereby to prefervé the'honos and mgronﬁ'o.ke'
Preafingrefle@ion, thdt when-tlie occafion for | ‘

the true interefls of this country. }
The Grand Jury, eftimatingas_ they_ ought

| the foverelgnty and idependence of thefe

United Statés, view with a' jiift indignation-
all attempts of foreign-powers or their Minif-
ters to inflaence the meafures ofi our govern:
ment, or to detach the confidence of ithe peo-
plé fron'thofe to whom they kave committed

its adminiftration, fochattempts ought to be *

confidered-as high'infalts upon the people of
America, as incitements tothe boldeft tieufon,
and as calculated to plunge the government
and Citizens of the United States,.into all the
evilsof anarchy and diforder. ;
CARTER BRAXTON, Toreman.

eVt Wit ot Reinefs” il it b

T
eptember
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“HELVIDIUS—~No. V;
HAVfNG feen that the executive has no

A conttitutional right to interfere in any
quettion whether there be or be not a caufe of
war, and the extenfive confequsaces flowing
Ql'Om‘the doétrines on which a claim has been
aflerred, it remains to bs enquired wherher
the writer is .better warranted io the fa&
which he aflumes, namely that the proclama-
tion of the Executive has undertakea to de-
cide the queflion, whether there be a caufe of |
Warornet; . the avticle of. gunaranty. be-'
tween the United States and France, aud, in
fo doing has estercifed the right which is claim-
ed for that department.

Before I proceed to the examination of this
point; it may not be amifs to advert to the
novelty of the phrafeclogy, as well as of the
do&rines, expounded by this writér. The
foiirce from which the former is evidently
bortowed, may ‘enlightén, our corjedtures
With regdrd to thé fource of the fatter. It is
a juft obfervation alfo that words have often
a gradual influence on ideas, and whn ufed
in an improper: fenfe, may coyer fallacies
which wepld got ptherwife efcape deteltipm

Lallude particularly to his application . of
the term  government to the Executive  authority |
alone. , The Proclamation is **a maniteita-

tion of the fenfe. of the governmen! ;. whydid
not the - government wait, &c,=* Theé policy
on the payt.of the government of vemoving all -
doubt as to its gwn difpofition,’* ¢ It was of
gredt impintarice that our citizens fhould: wn-
derftand as early as pofiible the opinion €nter.
tained'by the/government; &e. I in addition
to the réft, the early manifeftation of the vicws
of'the governmenty hid dny effect va fixiny the
fublic opiniony &c. The reader will probably be
ftruck'with the refle@tion, that if the Procla-
mation really poflefied the characer, ahd was
to have the effeéts, here afcribed to it, fome=
thingimore than the authority: of 7hé gobérn:
menty in the writer’s fefe of govermiient,
would have been a neceffary fan&ion to the
a&, and if the term_*¢ governmeut be remo-
vel, and that of “‘Pi‘?ﬁ%ént" fubltitared, in
the fentences.quoted, the juﬁice of the re-
ﬂc&im‘:.ﬂﬂh‘e‘.‘}eit with pecaliar torcel’ But
I remark ohly, on the fingularity of the ftile
adopted by the writer, as fhewing either that
the- Ehr'aw%é}" o5 forcign wovern
is ‘more familiar o him than the phrafe-
| ology propesifo’ odr owd, or that He iwifhes
to propagaté ‘a familiarity of ‘the fornier
in preferenice to the lditér, I do not know
what degree of difapprobation; others, ma
thiuﬁ g'. ~to_ this innovation of lan age,
but ]‘.cdn(?dé‘r it 'as far above a trivial criti-
¢iftfiy to oblerve that'it'is" by no means un*
waorthy of attention,” Whéthef viéwed with
an eye to its prdbable'ﬂcauf;'~ or its appareiit
féndency, ‘¢ ‘the government,” runqueftiona:s
biy means in the United States the whole go-
vernment, not the exccutive part, cither ex- |
clufively, or fre-eminently ;. as 1t may do in a
moharchy, where the fplendor of prerogative
“{{P fes, and the machinery of influence,-di-
ré€ts, every-other parcof. the gavernment.—
In the'former and proper fenfe, the term has
hitherto been ufed in official proceedings, in
public difcuflions, and in private difconrfe.
It is'as fhort and as ealy, and lefs liable to
mifapprehenfion, to ﬁx‘;hc Executive or the
Prefident, ,\as_tqi‘l@é\;‘tgg government. Ina
word the yiéw dialé&t could not proceed either
from neceflity,’ b’ﬁ“véi)iéncy, ropriety, or
perfpicdity ; &id béirii in oppofition to com. |
mon;:ufagey fomdrked a fondiefs for e, | e
‘tifies the noticeshere taken of it. , It Mall vo
no longer detain nic, however, from. the njore |
important fubject ol the -?ref,ept paper. |

' T'proceed theretore to obferve that as a :
“Proclaniation,” i its “ordiiary wie, s an |
addreéfs to citizéns’ or fubjedts only ; as i¢'i¢
always underftood to relate'to the Jaw afually |
/iig per@idn, and to be an'a& purely. and exchi- )

vely Executive 5, there can be no implication |
il the wame or the form o fuch an inftrument, |/
tligt if was meaiit phi cipally, for the infor- ||
mation of foreign nations ; far Jefs that it re-
lated to an tvmtual}ﬁipnlnlian on a fubjeét, ac- |
knowlededta be within the Legiflative province. g

When the writer therefore undertook to |
engdraft'his det' prerogative on the Procla- |,
niationy by aferibing to it fo unufilal, and un. |
implied-a meaning; it was'evidently incum- ||
bent on bim to.fhew, thatithe text of the “in- |,
ftrume conld ‘not be fatisfigd by any other
cotiftrudtiop than his own..
No.  What Has he done ?

{
i
:

as he dope this 2 |}
e has called the ||

he has-put bis 0w a1 bifrary medrning on that
pbrafe;and has thenproceededin kis'arghments §
and his inferenggsy with as much confidence,
as if no gn %quo was.ever to be afked, whe-
ther the tétin““ néytrality” be in'the Procla-
miation's of. whether, if there, it could jufti-
fy themfe he makes of it~

1t 'has appearéd from oﬁ@‘(‘v‘éiipﬁsﬂal’read}
made, that if the tévm’ “ nexivhlity” was in
the Proclamation, it cov'd not avail the wri-
ter, in the préfent difcuflion ; 'but the'fat is

@ forcign governmewt |

| tion could have even pleaded any caliy

! s PR € 4
. an explanation o

Broclaniation' '@ Proclamatiog of néutrality Fa il
'

1o fach term is to be found in it, nor any other

—erveve. i e s g et oo

term; of 'a meaning equivalént to that, in

which the ternr veuntraiity is ufed Isy. i,
Thereiis the lefs pretexe, in the pretei:

“cafe, for hunting after -any Jutent of extia.

ordinary vbjel becanfe an obviows und legal -

oney tis At hand, to fatisfy the oeeation on
which the Proclamatioii iffiied. The exifi-
et of wav among feveral nationswithwhich
‘the United States have an. extenfive iter-
courfe s the duty of the Executive fo pre-
feive peace by enforeing its Taws, whilft thofe
laws coutinued in force ; the danger that in-
difereet citizehs' might be tempted or fura
prifed by the crifis, into anlawfiil proceedings,
“tending to ‘inyolve the United ‘States in' a
war, which the competept authiority might
decide them to bé at libetty ta aVoid, and
which, if they fhould be judged not at liberty
toavoid, the other pirty to thé etentual con-
tralt, might not'Be willing to impofe on them j
theft furely might havé been li:tgcieuft grounds
for the meafure pdr'fhés‘l by the executive, and
being legal and rational grounds, it wouid be
wrong, if there be no'nééeflity, to look beyond.

them.

oA therd be diny Ehing in' the Prog)stmdtin

of which thé writer ould Have made 4 hai
it is the part which decldres, theds, ofitren,
duty and the intereft of the Unitéd Stafes, in
relation to the war eéxifting in Europe, T As
the Legiflature is the oiily cowpetent and
conftitutional orgah of the wil} of the natios
that is, of its difpofition, its duty and its fu-
tereft, in'relation to a'cominiencenient of wir,
in like maniiér as the Préfident and Seiiute
Jointly, not the Prefident alone, ate in’ relation
to'pace, afrér Wai'has ben commencedi!
Will not diffemble my wifh that" a languidge
1ef8 expofed fo eriticifm had been” preferéd :
but ta‘ging the exprefiions, in the fenfe ‘ug
the writer Himfelf'; s analogolis to tie " fir.
gudge which mfﬁt be proper, on' the récep:
tion of a public
fion, it fsevident; thathis confiraction chjr
derive no ficcoar, even {ibm this refoyrce.
1f the Proclaination'thén dbes rat ' réguiie
the conftrullion which this tvriter has raker
theé'liberty of' plittin}: ot § I léai"e'it"&'b‘ﬁf
decided whether the fullowing ¢'o*nﬁd£ri?_ir§#
do not forbid us to' fuppole, that the Prefi«
denit could bave interded, by #hat 4¢¥; to em-
brace' afd prejudpé the Legiflati g o
whether thg}e wias, of\vmx,’ urder ﬁie‘cff
cumftances of the ¢afe’; a éaule 'of #a¥ ifl the
article of guarinty. 308 ik o
Tt bas be i dhéwn that faeh dn’ ihentiby -
would have dfurpe a prerogative not vé'ﬁ'éé
in the Executive, andeven confeffedly vefied in
another department. '~ f £ o
T exércifing the Conflitarianal power of
deciding 4 queftiod’ of war, the Ls,iflafuis
ought to be as free fo decide, decordiig o itk
own fenf¥ of the pablic good, on ore fide as
on the' gther fide. “Had thé Proclaniation
prejudged the queftion on either fide), and proi
clainied its decifion t the world ; the Legiflarure -
inftéad of being as fice as' it oigbt, might be
thrown under the’ dilenima, of ‘either fa¢ri.
fieing its judgment 1o that of the' Execurivey
orby oppofing’ the Executive Judgmeit; of
producing a relation betiween the two dejare-
ments; extiemely délicate amolig ofirfelges)
and'of the worft influénce “on the nat‘i&i‘a'f
chataéter and interetis abroud i @ varignce of
this ‘wature, it wiil ieadily be perseiyed,
would be very different from” a want of ' ¢4 }3‘.
formity to thie nei e yecommendations of ‘the Tx

ecative; in the weafures adopted by’ the f,f:

giflature. G 4 -
It dods ndt appesir thit' fich 4 Proelama,
- 1
either of“tbe‘?i{rt‘ 's at War with ,,x.ancff g
) . the light in which the guars
ty was viewed—whilty indcedy uo poiit.ve
indication whatever was given of hoftile purs
pofes, itis not conceived, that any powet
could have decently made fach an applicas
tion—ar if they had, thata Proclamation,
would have been either a futisfalory, or an
honorable anfwer: It could not have beert
fatisfactory, if ferious apprebenfions w 1o eni
tertained, becaufe it would wot have pros
ceeded from - that authority which 4long
could definitely pronounce the will of thd.
United States o the {abje®. It would 1os
have been honorable, becaufe 4 'p'rivafe die
plomatic anfiver only is due to a private dic
plomiatic application ; and to hive done fo
much more, wovld have marked & pufiianis
mity and want of dignity in t_ze Executive
i, ey ARSI S T e e
But whether ths Executive wis o'

applied tv, or whz’gz’ire”ﬁy,ei’glg,,&; allowed ¢
that circumftange, ic ought never to be pre~

firmed, that the Executive would fo abruptivy
fo publicly, and fo folemnly, procecd. to difs
claim a fenfe of the coptra@tywbich the other
party might confider and with to fupport hy
difcuffion as its trae and rezfonable imporn

| Tt is alkedy indeecy. in a toné that fuffieiently

difflays the fpiritin which the w:iref ¢ops
ftrues both the Proclamation-and the treaty.
¢€.Did the Execntive fand"in need of the ko
gicof 4 foreign agent to enlighten it as to'the

' duties or the interefts of the natisn 3 or Wa it

VAT to'have Jaid, ¢ Hadthe' Prefident arnouncd
his own difpofition, ke upnld have been ‘charge-
* @blz nirk egotifm, ifnot prefomption,

- - ! bond to afk his confent to a flep which ‘lf"
X e i {rned) S18Y > a3
o * The whiter n‘H not in the fame papcr, No. ||

pezred to-itfelf’ confiflent with'the’ former,
and condpcive to the latter 7 The.;fenfe,‘o}'
treaties was to be le from” the treaties
shemfelves.”” Had h’;uuflﬂlt‘ kis Vaucl.,

ififter, or any fitiilar odcal

|
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|
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