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FOR THE GAZ

TO THE SIEUR GENET,
Mintfier of France.

LOATHED with a diplomatic charaéter, -
and received, by the ficft fun@ionary of
the United States, as the . accredited Minifter
from a great nation, you fuftain, fir, ao office
to which the policy of the American republic,
religioufly obfervant of the univerfal law of
. matious, affures emiient immunity,  Regard-
ing you in this high charaftery a republican
v\ claims to addrefs youn.

T aunounce, in this addrefs, the name by
which T am perfonally kvawn, misht be ar-
raigned as oftentations * neither is it required
by the ufages of the American prefs. But the
saan of honor, firy difdains to. communicate
teugh the prefs what he would not avow at
the command of propriety. And, although
ideas of delicacy may now advife me to con-
ceal my name even from the printer, 1 fpurn
the idea of thrinking from the charge fhould
Juftice®and hovor forbid fuch concealment,.

Yet, while my language - does not offend a-/4
Fos et W?M!ﬁ]fhm}“thﬁa

I may fairly claim to be the fole depofitory of
my own fecret. . :

ariving no perfonal emolument from the
fifcal fyftem of the United States, and holding
no office under their national government, [
am not the dependant of any of the chiets of
depajtments, and living in a land of liberty,
1 difdain to be the flave of party. A plain
man, I fpeak in the charaler of one of the people.
Counfcions that the fovereignty of the United
Stares refides in the people, and that the au-
thority of their government is an emana-
tion from their will, I purpofe npeither to
difregard the dignity of your reprefentative
office, nor to vielate the decorum that be-
comes the charafer wkich 1 now perfonite
before an enlightened public.

That you are not deftitute of talent, is ob-
vious from communications which the prefs
has fubmitted to the: public eye. That youw
have been unfortunate fince your arrival in
America, is probable fiom the fame com-
munications. And God forbid, fir, that any
part of the American people fhould, for this
caule, off:r yon indignity ! | o

Tou bave boen isticed unfortomate, if, €«

ring through ignorance, and not from inten-
tion, you have prejudiced the caufe which du-
ty and difpofition urged you to benefit. And
to prevent your being thus beguiled by error,’
/is not inconfiftent with the principles of real
friendfhip. :

That you fhould err in your ideas of the
"American public, is a misfortune, againft
which an extenfive acquaintance with ‘the
hiftory of departed empires, or with the ac-
tval ftate of fociety in Europe, could not,
alove, completely fecure you. In the United
States, fir, the human chara@er has affamed
a form {uperior to whatever authentic hiftery
“has recorded of Greece, of Rome ; countries
inwhich ferocious manners charaferized a
rigid ariftocracy, and profligate populace,
who ftruggled for domination, and alternate-
ly outraged the law of moral order: And to
convince you that the fpeaker’s opinion is
confonant to that of a philofopher 'whofe ta-
lents ought to command your refpe&, 1 refer
You to jJefferfon’s ¢ notes of Virginia,'—
The feudal difpotifms’of Eutope, in which
hereditary_ufurpation has emafculated. thg
energies of mind and yet reigns over fyco
phants and flaves, are ftrangers to that force
of charadter which refides in the citizens of
America.~—~And the French ardour for liber-
ty yet wants that temperance of i1ind which
characterizes the republicans of the new world.

Feeling in the caufe of liberty that ardor
of {pirit which diftinguithes your nation, and
arriving among a people whofe love of liberty

« is the ftrongeft fentiment of their foul, you
feem, fir, to have been ignorant, how much
the American paffion for liberty is wnder the
difcipline of an exalted reafon. The Ame-
rican paffion for liberty is not the Roman
pride of domination ; a criminal pride, that
ciaims liberty for one nation, and denies it
to a conquered world. No ! The American
citizens are fmends to the caufe of univerfal
liberty, which, in their eftimation, is infepar-
able from the equitable empire’ of law. And
the adherence to that liberal order which the
law of republicanifm preferibes is eftimated,
by them, as being friendly to virtue, and re-
quifite to the good of wniverfal fociety.——
Glorying in' republican principles, perfuaded

that all the tyrannical thrones of Earope muft |

~ere long fall before the united forces of phi-
lofophy and liberty, they proudly claim for
themfelves that national independence which
they acknowledge to be the right of all the na-
tiops of the globe. And, while they exult in
the bope of the univerfal ‘funeral of monar-

chy, they recognize, within the circle of their -

OWn empire, no fovereign but themfelves.
. The firt fun&ionary of this fovereign, fir,
Is that veteran patriot, WasHinGTon, To
bim is unanimoully confided the helm of ém-
" SPire. Yet, if be is guilty of wialating that
<, €onftitution which cloathes him with the ex-.
Ocative power and prefcribes the rule of his

ETTE. : ‘

B

~duty, if he is faithle(s to that. high truft to
which ke has fworn to be faithful.—~do_I in-
Jure you, thou firft citizen of America, by,1
fuppofing an 'impoflibility }=If I fay, even
‘Wathington js thus guilty, be knows, and we
all know, that he is conftitutionally refponfi-
ble. . But, a$ to this point, the people of the
United States want no foreign interference :
and our fair fwords will never permit him,
of any other man, in this country, to be ar-
bitrarily accufed, arraigned, and ordered to
death, by a tyrant who bears the name of'Na-
tional Couvention. - As the ‘only foversign,
‘the people kpow that the Jegitimate pawsr of |
" their conftituted authorities effentially ema.
nates from their will, which is announ¢ed in
the conftitution. And fir, astheybave pro,
vided for the conftitutional punifhment of
their higheft officer if guilty of bigh erimes &
mifdemeanors, they, on the other hand, ,as
men of houor feel themfelves pledged to fup-
port him in the performance of his conftito-
tional functions : and, as men who are ‘pot
. daftards, they maft and wiil thus fupport bim.
As ::h ‘?Waﬁty of the meafures
which the"Prefident has ado, elative to
Frauce, and er mnhs:v, Lpi‘:ftv{»f«xw
charge him with having mifconduéted. No
man, I am confident, who has cerreétly deve-
lopedthe principlesof univerfallaw,if ke will
honeftly fpeak his opinion, will fay, thar the
Prefident’s proclamation was unconftitution-
al.  The book of umverfal nature, being a
chef dauvre, is the only work which the Ame-
rican people recognize as being of indifputa-
ble authority in all political queftions. And
-1 prefume, that, after fully confulting this
authority, you would not be able to prove
from it that the Prefident has mifconducted
as to'France. ' Except that I am not anora-
tor as you are, and if a man_who never had
an office ar Verfailles, and who in the fimpli-
city of nature {peaks right on, were adequate
to maintain an argument againft the Minifter
Plenipotentiary of France, I fhould hope, were
it proper ard neeeffary, to be able fpecifi-
cally to maintain the prefent fentiments a«
gainft even yourfelf.

The meafures of the Prefident being con;
ftitutional, his enlightened fellow citizens, as
men of principle, would fupport him, had he

never been the f of their patriot army.
i lu«vk!;'ﬁaiy %\l‘mﬂ“ to the :":";yﬁ
of Generals, their perfonal and public honor
is, by the very principles of the focial contra&
pledged to fupport their own officer in exe-
cuting the ferviee which their country has
afligned him. And they know that the prin- |
ciples of political arrangement and national
profperity prefcribe the eftablifhment of pub-
lic authorities, as being requifite to the be-
 neficial adminiftration of their common af*
fairs, as eflential t6 their capacity of a&ing
in concert, and as indifpenfably neceflary to
the maintenance of their own independent
fovereignty. 33
‘Sir, the fovereign of the United States
afls by conftituted reprefentatives, and not
otherwife. This fovereign; as fuch, fimply
wills : And it is done. S

On mature deliberation, the American fo-

vereign, inadopting a geoeral conftitution
for the empire, has determined not to have
¢ any dire@ ‘correfpondence’ with foreign
powers. -And the Prefident, as the organ.of
the whole American nation, immediately re-
prefents the whole people for the purpofes of
national intercourfe. Their fovereign will,
as manifefted in the bational conftitution,
has proneuriced, that it is neither wife, nor
beneficial to admit any application from fo-
teign States except through tlie organ of the
executive. Their geveral plan of policy be-
ing delineated in the conftitutional cbart, its
fpecific execution is committed to the ref
pe&ive authorities, who are the conftituted
organs of the fovereign in the bufinefs of ad-
miniftration. “The American fovereign, fir,
has fuch a fenfe of his own charaéter that he
difdains the idea of being perfonally called up- |
on to a&t in queftions that merely concern
the actual adminifiration of affairs.

The principles of liberty forbid the fovereign,
who wills, to alfo aff. Philolophy forbids {t—
National dignity, and jutice, forbid it—The ne-
ceffary princrples of republicanifm forbid it—
And, notwithftanding the example of tbe French
National Convention, it is not in the power of
the collefted talents of all Europe, to make the
enlightencd fovereign of America guilty of thas
outraging the principles of liberty, philofophy,
dignitw, juftice, republicanifm.  We refule
to negociate except through the ageacy of our
executive ; not becaufe we fear'the Prefident as
our mafler, for he bas no fuch charafler, and
we have no fuch fear; nor becaufe we sre fuch
idiots or cowards as to think the power of go-
vernment [uperior to our own, for we kaow
that the power of government is derived from
our delegation ; but we refufe_any other mode
of national negociation, becaufe we judge this
mode to be wifeft, beft, juf—and, efpeciall
and above all, becanfe fuch 1s our fovercign will,
And fhould the maintenance of this will require
the fword of the people, you and all mankind
may be affured, that it muft not, will'not, and
fhall not fleep in the fecabbard. :

Such, fir, are fentiments which the American

people hold forth (o mations. And, from thefe
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. fentiments, the: French ought not to' defire “or

expeft Americt to depart, although her fove-
reignty fhould be invaded by all the powers of
Europe, followed by the reft of the world, like
hell with blackeft infurre@ion, ¢ their heels !

Judge then, fir, what. muft be the fentiments.
of Americans, on examining the publifhed let-
ter which you have secently addreffed to the
chofen reprefentative of the whole American
nation ! A plain man as I am, expeé nog that 1
fhou!d fpeak on this fubje&t with that fublime
and impaffioned cloguence which has been cul-
tivated in France more than in any other mo-
dern ontion ! Therefése, permit me to fpeak
plainly) and frerly, as ¥ feel, and becaufe I feel |
without underiaking, however, to pronounce a
panegyric on myfelf, a bufinefs at which Ame-
ricans are not expert, I leave it to others, to
eftimate whether | evince any portion of ¢ the
energy and frankoefs which ever charaterize a
truc republican.”

Unfortunate indeed may you be deemed, if-
you have been led, ftom any caufe whatever, to
indulge the vifionary idea of a feparation be-
tween the ‘Prefident, and' the people of Amerid
ca. . And yet, fir, youappear, from your own!

wands, to have indulged shisidea; / For ifyfinces |

s A N e e Y, (b ifdep.' seMrmeot
hasmﬁ againft the views of the people,
and agaioft their principles of honeft faith, as to
France, the Prefident is at the head and front of
the offending. Would you, by publifhing the
late official communications selative to this fub-
je€, be anderftood to charge him, fir, with be-
ing unfriendly to the caufe of liberty P—with
withing to be the fultan ?—with a defign, by his
:onﬁru%ion of treaties, to aid the league of
powers againft France 7  Or would you be un-
derfloed to charge him with fearing the power
of Britain, or any other nation, and with pufil-
lani moufly deferting the charatér of America ?
He has been proved, fir, not only in the calm
hour of peaces bur amidlt the florm of war.—
Aud ng ‘inconfiderable part of his countrymen
have “been proved by hisfide,  Yet, if you

" think‘the young Americans, who have neyer

tried ¢ the fliaty and fteel couch of war,” are
daftard¥; and 1f you would know how the fa&
is 3 1f'too you think that fuch condu@ on your
part will promote” the objeéls of your miffion ;
let cheir” fathers ‘be infulted! you may then
know whether the {ons are daftards. 3
Do 'yot then mean to publickly charge th
Prefidest with Violating the obligations of our

natigng ! 4aith ? To him, to you, to ug§, the
cﬁau‘mhy‘huum‘g e

* Have"not oty judicial officers, by their opi«
nion, fanftionéa’ his interpretation of exifting
treaties P And ave not the judges the conftitu-
tional’ expofitors of all our laws of every de-
fcription ?* And are not treaties part of the law
of theland P After our judges have expounded
the law,'do we recognize, as relative to our own
conduél, any ulterior tribunal of adjudication ?
And d6 you imagine; that any forcigner whate
ever fhall, within the circle of our empire, be
eventodlly permitted to 2&, in any cale what-
ever, in oppofition to fuch interpretation? Do
you deém it advifeable to appeal, on a national
3u=m§n, from our conftituted authorities, whofe

ecifions we acknowledge to be obligatory on
ourfelves, to us who have conftituted thofe zu-
thorities 7 - The procedure, fir, would not ac-
cord with the eftablifhed order of things'in thig
country. But if, while fuftaining the charaéter
of minifter pleaipotentiary, you choofe to avail
yourfelf of - that gencral hiberty which every
petfon has of publicly flating whatever any
ptinter will publifh, there is no Jaw in the Unit-
ed States which can, in the firft inftance; prevent
the thils talling upon the ' Americah people to
judge e conduét of the Prefident.” But
uch a mok procedure, in a queftion bes
tween our nation and a foreign power, being of
the nature of a * dirc&t correfpondence” ‘with
the fovereign,is not conceived by the people, *“ to
be within the line of propriety or duty.” Our
facred regard, however, to the liberty of the

refs, renders the procedure praticable, And
if a foreign minifter fhould, before the tribunal
of public opinion, thus impeach our highelt of-
ficér of difloyaity to his fovereign, that fovercign
will indeed decide on the merits of the appeal,
and with a fpirit worthy of an enlightened fo-
It the officer has been guilty of be-
friending tyraony, guilty of violating his offici-
al duty and our plighted faith by facrificing the
honeft interefts of our friends to thofe of their
encemies, we mull aud will be fatisied. If our
national integrity be aepnkd to, and national
juftice is publickly demanded againft Wathing-
ton, by our honeft fwords we declare, that, if
conftitutionally proved guilty, he fhall be Fu.
nithed. Althoygh he has grown grey in the fer-
vice of his country, yet we have the firmnefs to
fteel our hearts for the momeat, and to dare be
juft even againfthim. But by the fame fwords,
which we hope will never have caufe to blufh

for their o s, we further declare, that the fo-
rﬂﬁlﬁ who thus feverely invokes, our
Juftieé, an experiment upon us which he

mult never re 3 For, oa this fubje&, no fo-
rd;nvpo\vermufe us for fport.  And if you
have ever ouce thought of adopting fuch 2 mea-
fure, tet'me, if you are ‘paufing on the banks of
the Rubicon, requeft you to confider its confe-
quence. ' In cafe of its adoptian, yourfelf or
Wathington, muft bé¢ condemued. Should you
demand of os 10 fitin folemn judgment on the
man whe commands our united hearts, you mult
in-the event, feal either his, or your, political
damnation ! Should you publickly appeal Wath-
ington 6f national difloyaity, be fure you fur-
wifh demuing proofs sgainil him | be fure, you

* prove him falfe to his<ruft ! Or by the wrath of

injored friendfhip, ® ® * % » ¥ & o

Sir, you have been received as minifter pleni«
potentiary frown a nation whofe friendfhip we
value, and purpofe to deferve. Yet, as proud
as delicate on the {abjeét of fricndfbip, the Ame-
rican mind can feel the implications contained
in your lettér to the Prefident of the Uniled
States.© Then, fir, it you would not alienate the
mind of America, foriiear, on this' theme, the
language of reproach ! Goad not the fpirit of
Americans, by accufing their commou repros
fentative and friend of cold indifference to the
caufe of liberty * nor charge him with want
fidelity to “their public engagements ! It is the
pride of the American nation, fir, to obferve its
treaties of commercial anity, and yet be jultto
every nation yader heaven : Iis firmnefs oo is
equal to its pride.

If you value the American eftimation of the

- French, it is hoped, that you will never, in fue
ture, mention the difinterefted friendthip of
" France to this country in the vary fame fentence
in which you'complain that the  American go-
vernment lisg nbt, by way of requital, manifefta
red-aregard for four intereftt for,except in re-
hﬁ,""g!wkhe srnder parrof mankind fuch as gee
B N ol TS 5 Alieynathiy it v e
American fathon to talk of gifis which are to “be
paid Jor.

Itis turther mentioned, for your refl-Qion,
that the American refearches -have not yet dif-
covered, in any of the regious of feience, that
the obligations of gratitude are perfe@ly com.
pulfory like thofe of juftice. Nor has moral
philofophy as yet taught them, that itisa proof
ot delicate generofity to fpeak of meafures une
der the profcfled idea of being generous, and
yet, at the fame ume, demand 2 fpecific retribu-
tion. Itis prefumed, that the hamane Amerix
" cans, who never enquired whether any of the

untortunate fugitives from onte of the Freneh
iflands were called ariftdcrats; but at éitce’ how
nored themfelves and their country by their ge-
nerous bencficence to them all, will never give
caufe to doubt the profeffed motives of ‘their con-
dutt, by urging their generofivy as the bafis of a
legai demand. ~This, however; is 2 (ubje&, fir,
on which I léave you to feel lentiments which
wounded delicacy canagt eafily exprefs.
ALFRED,

»

; EXTRACTS,
- Froapthe Columbian Contluel, -

]

Notwithftandiag the great diverfity of po-
litical fentiment an many fubjeéts, all eencur
in opinion, that the profperity of our country
difappoints the wifhes of her enemies, and
furpafles the hepes of her moft fanguine
friends. '

The hufbandman finds an high price, and
increafing demand for the produ@s of his foil.
The mechanic has conftant employ, and full
compenfation for his labour and fkill. The
merchagt vifits every part of the globe, in
fuccefsful purfoits of gain ; and while the na-
tions of Furope are. engaged in deftroying
each other, his fhips can alope fupply them
with the bread that feeds, or the apparel that
‘covers them. ;

Free from reftraint, aod welcomed toevery
fhore, the American feaman can fecurely, and
dlmoft exclufively, carry the produce of the
world, and command a recom no_e.,equa'ﬁ to
bis withes. In Europe, the failors are em-
ployed 'in navigating their fhips of war-~the
artizans, inftead of fabricating the conveni-

,enices of life<Ethe hufbandmen, infiead of
titling the foil, @nd producing fubfiftence for
themfelves, and others, are bufied in mutual
deftraétion. “Americans enjoy almeft a mo-
nopoly of feeding and carrying for the richeft,
and moft populous nations of the earth. This
enviable condition theé people of the United
States know well how to eftimate ¢ and, in
juftice to themfelves and pofterity, cannot,
will not put at hazard.  They haye too lately
experienced the horrore of war, and too dear-
ly paid for peace and good government, to
rifque their prefent tranquility.
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In the days of conteft between the cbzmc' I -
ters of Whig and Tory, it was often ed,
{and fometimes very gravely) to which of the
we fhould fuppofe the Apoftle Panl adhergd—
and a pofitive anfwer to this would have ‘de-
cided the opinion of moft wha made that ‘en.
quiry. i coae

The fame implicit confidence is given at
the prefent day; to the ns of thofe of
the firlt ftanding in thé State, and a propor.
tionable degree of it is always bdou: on
men of entinence in every ftation ; this, by
many is fuppofed to be a very rational mode
of Judging, in cales where one is not fufficient-
ly acquainted with the merits of a caufe: to
judge of it himfelf.—=But there is a different
clafs of mankind who fufpeé the judgment
of all who go in 2 higher walk qulifc, and
that from a ftrange idea, of which they. feem
to be very fond, that goodnefs and greatnefs
are incompatible, and that no one can be wife
who knows more than themfelves, or honef
who holds more property. L
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