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DecrEep by the NATioNAL CONVENTION: .

DECLARATION a{tlle RIGHTS of MAN .and of
b the CITIZEN. ‘

-
PREAMBLE.

HE, French People, convinced that the neg-
left and contempt of the Natural Righrs of
| Mun, are the lole catifes of mifery in the world,
| have relolved 10 (i[ forth in a folemn declara-

tion; thofe facred and unalienable rights, to the
* end that, it being in the power of every Citizen
to compare at all times the proceedings of go-
verament, with the cnd ‘of every focial com-
pa&, they may never fuffer themfelves to be op-
prefled and debafed by tyranoy 5 that the people:
may ever have before their eyes'the bafis of their
liberty and happinefs ; the magiftrate, the ex-
tent of his duty ; the legiflator, the obje& of
his sppointment. :

With thefe views they p

. of the Supreme Being
the Rights of

raclaim in the pre-
the following de-
n and of the Citi-

ne end Jety {s the poblic
Government iseftablifhed to fecure
tural and impre-

‘ha p#n\. &
Ygo Man the enjoymeat of hisnd
Heriptible nghts. :

I1. Thefe rights are equality,
rity, property.
. III. All men
‘eye of the law,

1V, The faw isthe free and folemn expreffion
/of the general will; it operates equally on all,
whether by proteéting or punifhing ; it can

. cémmand only what is juft and ufeful to fociety,

“arid’ prohibit only what'is hurtfal.

V. All Citizens are equally admiffible to pub-
“lic employments. A free people know no other
monive of preference 10 their eleétions ‘than vir=
tue and talents. ? & :

V1. Lisrw Ty is the power which Man pol-

{fell=s of doig whateveris not hurtful to the

‘rights of ‘others. 1t.is founded in nature; its
bounds are marked by juftice; law forms its
prote@tion, and its moral limits are ‘defined in

“this maxim—Do not 'to others; what you would
not wifh“done to vourfelf.

liberty, fecu-

are equal by ature’and in the

VII.-The right of exprc‘ﬂ'mg' thoughts and |

opinigns either through the medium of the prefs,
,orany other manner; the right of quietly affem-
bHig 3 the fice éxercife ‘of - religions worfhip,
connat be prohibitéd, The neceflity of making
mention of thefe fights, fuppofes the prefence or’
the recent remembrance of defpotifm. i
. VIIL. SecuriTy is the proteétion afforded
by fociety ‘toteach of its" Mermbers for the pre-
'fervation of his perfon, rights, and property.
IX. The law Mould protcét public and indi-

" widual liberty againft the oppreffion of thofe

“who govern.
. X. Noonecan be dctufed, ‘arrefted or’de-
téined, but in the cafes'laid down in the law,
,-and. agrecably to the forms preferibed. Every
, Citizen fummoncd or arrefted uoder the autho-
i Tl;y-bf‘!hc’la'w, fhould immediatcly obey; by
‘refiftance he renders limfelf culpable. :
_ #'XI. Every proceeding againft a Citizen out
. of the reach or without the forms prefcribed by
_the law, is arbitrary and tyrannical ; the perfon
“againft whom it fhould he atremipted to'be exe-
cuted by force, has the right to repel it by force,
- XII, Thofe who folicit, difpatch, fign, exe-
cute, or caufe to be ‘exécured, arbitrary afts, are
’“guilty, and deferve punifhment.
XI1II. Every man being prefamed innocent
until he has been declared guilty ; if it is judged
, meceffary to arreft him, all unneceffary rigour in
fécurlng Hitm, thodld be feverely prohibited by
the law, - ¥ :
. 'XIV. No one fhoold be judged and punifh-
_-ed until he has been heard, or legally appealed,
“and unlefs he comes nnder 3 faw ‘mdde public
‘before the' perpetration of the crime; the law
' punifbing aétions performed before its exifténce
| Astyranpical ; the retrofpedtive effet of any law
is criminal, 2
~ “XV.'The law’ fhould ionly’ decree punifh-
shients Rri€tly'and evidemly neceflary : Ahe pu-
“nifhment fhould be propovtionc'd to the crime,
and ufeful to fociety. b
_XVI. Theright.of property belongs to every
citizen 5 .it is the right of enjoying and’ difpol-
¢ ling at his 'will of his gbods, revenucsy: of the
fraits of his labour and induftry.
XVII. No fpecies of labour, culture, or com-
merce, can be prohibited.
XVIIL Every man may bargain for ‘his fer-
* vices and his time ; but he can neithet {elthim-
{elf vor be fold. His perfon is not alienable
property. ‘The law acknowledges 0o fervitude;
. theré can be but an engagemcat to perform and
t6'pay an ecquivalent, between the man ‘who
works and his employer. i
XIX. No one can be deprived of the leaft
_portion of  his property, without his ‘confent,
unlels {he public' veceflitics legally afcertained
‘require it, and’ uader condition of anm adequate
and previous compenfation.
; XX.No contribytion can be required except
. for the general beuefit. Al citizens Have a
' right to ‘concar in fixing the coutributions ; to
, infpeét the expenditure of rhem, and to require
+ " taccounts of that expenditure.
# XXI. Publrc fuccours are afacred debt, The
P fO\Ciely owes relief to anfortunate citizens, either
“ by tornifhing them with work, or by fecuring
7" the means of fubfifience td thofe who are unable
to work.
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‘'Mhould favouras much as offible the progrefs -
of public reafon, and place the means of inftruc-
tion withid the reach of every citizen.

endeavours of all to affure to each the enjoy-
‘ment and prefervation of his rights , this com-
paét refts ipon the National fovereignty.
XXIV. It cannot exift unlefs the powers of
. publie funftionaries are clearly defined by the
law, and their refponfibility well fecured. .
_ XXV. The fovereigaty of the nation refides
in the people. It is indivifible, imprefcriptibe:
and unalienable. £ 5% :
XXVI. No portion of the people can éxercife
the powers of the whele peaple; but each fec-
tion of the fovereign affembled (hall enjoy the
right of expreffing its will with ‘entire liberty,

tempt to afarp the fovereignty, be immediately
put to death by freemen. e

XXVIII, The people bave always the right
“to revife, reform and change their conftitution,

enerations, 3 Yo et
> XX1X, Every.citizen has an cqual right to
,concyl in making the law, agd in appointing
his reprefentatives and agents. |
. XXX. Public offices are eflentially tempo-
Trary; they cannot be confidered (cither @ con-
ferring diftinétion, or as reward:, but as duties.

K XXI. The crimes of the reprefentatives of
the people, or their agents, fhould never go un-
punifed. 'No one'has,a right to affume an in-
violability' that does not belong /to other citi-
zens.

" XXXII. The right of prefenting petitions to
the depofitaries of public authority, can iw'no
cafe be prohibited, fufpended or limited.

X XXT11. ‘Refiltance to ‘oppreflion is 2 con-
'fequence of the other righis of man.

XX XIV. The locial body is oppreffed, when
one of its members is opprefl.d. Each indivi-
duhl of the Tocial body is opprefled, when ‘the
“focial-body is opprefled, -

XXXV. When the govermment -violates. the
rights of the people, infurreétion is to the peo-
ple and each portion of the people, the moft fa-
Cred of rights and the moft indifpenfible of du-
ties. 3

CONSTITUTION OF ‘THE REPUBLIC.
{Art. 1. The Republicis one and indivifible.
Of the diftribution of the Peqple.
2. The French people are divided, for the
_exercife. of their fovereignty, into primary af-
‘femblies of cantons.

of juftice, into depariments, diftrifts, municipa-
lities. s ek
Of the political Jituation of citizens.

4.' Every perfon’ born ‘and {ettled in France,
‘n1'yearsago; every ftranger of 21 years of age,
+ who fettled - in France for gne year, lives by his

Jabour, or-acquires a: propesty j-or: marties a
French woman, or adopts a child 3 or fupports
an'infirm- perfon ; every ftranger in’ fine *who
‘{Hall be judged, by the'legiflative body, to have
. deferved well in the caufeof humanity, /is ad-
. mitted to the exercile of the rights of a F rench
citizen. -
“ 5. The exercifcof the rightsof 4 French eiti-
‘zen is forfeited by naturalization ‘in foreign
countries; by the acceptance of employments
or favors from a government nat republican ;
by the condemnation to ignominious, or.corpo-
ra) punifhment, until rehapilitation. |
6. The ‘excrcife’ of the rights of citizens is
« fafpended,’ while under accufation ; by arfen-
tence of non-appearance, fo long 3s the fentence
is not re(ra&c’;’l. i of the Peapl
OF the fobereignty of the Feople.

4./ The 6vcr£gn-pfbp){c;= is the whole mafs
of French citizens. : :

4 8. They-appoint immiediately their deputies.
. They delegate to elcfors the choice of ad-

miniftrators, of public arbiters, of criminal
judges and thofe offinal appeal. i
- ‘10, TThey*deliberate-upon the laws.

emblies.

Of primary.a o
11, Primary affemblies confift of citizens re-
fiding tor fix months in a canton. ¥
“12, They are compafed of 200 citizens at
. leaft, dnd of 600 at moft, entitled to vote.
13. They are conftituted by ;the momination
of a,prefident, fecretaries, and inf;2&ors of bal-
lots, :
14. They regulate their internal police.
* ‘35: No one can appear at them, arnied.
+16; The eleétions are either, by: ballot or viva
woce, at the option of each voter.
17. A primary affembly can in no cafe pre-
{cribe an uniform mode of voting.
18, The inlpc&ors of ballot record ‘the votes

of citizens who; anable to write; wifh. however

vote by ballot.

s 1;. Tl'?c queftions on the laws aré decided by
yes and no. ok :

26. The vote of thie prmary affembly is pro-
claimed thus—The: citizens’ aflembled - in pri-
mary aflembly of in number voters,
vote [for of again@t} by a majority of

" Of the National Reprefentation.

21, Poptlation isthe only bafis of the' Na-

 tional Reéprefeatation.

29, There ‘(hall be 2 deputy for eyery 40

od individuals. :
thuzl:';.a Each colle&ion of primary’ affemblics,
completing 2 population of 39;000 to 41,000
perfons, namé immediately 2 deputy.
- 24. The ;fnom‘mazion requires an ablolute ma-
iority of fuffrages.
Jm.‘g Each alfgmbly counts its own_votes, and
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XXIIL The focial compaét confilts in ch.-

XXVIL. Let any individual who ' fhould at--

One generation cannot bind by its laws futire .

n
. Fh
3. ‘They are divided, for ithe ad miniftration

. o
| Jéridss commiffioner for the gencral colleftion
of refults, 1o the place fixed as moft central.

26. If the firft trial does not giye any one an
- ablolute majority, afecond eleélion takes place,
the wotes being confined to the two citizens
higheft in‘vores. =

' . [To be continued.)

[The following paper throws great light on
"% . the revolution of the 31ft of May.]
: A“r;/'r of the members of the National Convention,

:;r ered lg be pub undet arreft, to the French na-

tom.

"% WHEN the liberty of the national re-
_prefentation is no more, and truth is ftifled,

the temple of the laws muft be fhut. Thus,

unable to execute the truft repofed in us, itis
" our indifpenfable duty to inftry& you. "We
_ fhall entirely confine ourfelves: to evident

fas, and leave to you the care of . drawing

the neceffary confequences from them. .

. % A law had been enacted, which prefcrib-
ed the formation of committees in the dif-
ferent fetions of Paris, deftined to watch
oves foreigners and fufpicious people. ~This
law, was eluded. Inftead of thpfe comutit-
teesypthers were formed in the moft Negal
manne?, contrary to the letter ofgthe law as

well as its intention.

have created a central _committee, compoled

each fefion. This central committee, after
the cgnltituted, authorities : it has affumed

the title of the revolutionary «council of the

.department of Paris, and has invefted itfelf
with a ditatorial power ; or rather ufurped

it. ' : R
“ An éxtraordjary committee had been de-
. ereed within the bofom of the Convention, to

.different conftituted, authorities of the Re-
public ; to trace and difcover the plots form-
ed againft the liberty and fecurity of the na-
tional reprefentation, and to caufe all perfons
to be arrefted who fhall be denounted as
chiefs of confpiracies. (Surrounded: by, an
.armed force, thole revolutionary committees
demanded, on the 27th of May, the fuppref-
fion of this commiffion. Their reque'l{’ was
decreed, but op the next.day, on a vote by

anjes, .it, was deferred till the commlittee

ald have'made their report.—(They con-
frantly refufed to attend the report.) : On the

/13oth the revolutionary council intimated to

. the Convention their order to fupprefs the

" extraordinary commiffion. Amidft armed
petitioners, furrounded by cannon, under con-

“tinual hiffings and hootings’ from ‘the galle-

. ries, fome members decreed the fuppreflion
of the commiflion. ©On the 31ft  the.general
. was again beat ; and the tocfin founded,. and
the alarm-gun fired. At thefe fignals the ci-

| tizens took up arms, and were ordered to af-

" femble around the convention. Some depu-

itations demanded a decree of -accufation a-
gainft 55 members of the convenfion. . The

affembly, who had before .unanimoufly reject-
ed this. petition, as calumnions, when in_the

month of April it was brought forward by
fome Se@ions, fupported by the municipality,
now referred it.to the committee of public

- fafety, and _enjoined-the.~members of  that
committee to give in. their. -report within
three days, On the 1ft of June, at. three in
the  afternoor, the revolutionary council
marched-their armed force to.inveft the Hall;
at night they appeared at the bar, and de-
manded -a «decree of accufation, againft the
denounged members. . The conyention pafled
to the ;arder of the days.and erdered the pe-
titioners to depofit. with the committee of
public fafety the proofs of the crimes imput-
ed to the accufed deputies. £

¢ Since the 3oth of May, the barriers had

‘been fhuty the adminiftrators of the poft fuf-
, pended, the journals ﬂopp'ed. the mails fearch-
ed, the letters broken open and fealed again,
either with a feal bearirg this infcription—
Revolution of the 31&t of May 17935 drwith
another, infcribed—Te Committee of pub-
lic fafety.

¢ The committee;of public fafety were

/ awaiting for the neceflary . proofs to make
their report, when a1 Sunday, June 2, the re-
volutionary council appeared again at the bar,
‘and demanded, for the laft time, the decree
of accufation againdt the denounced members.

\ The aflembly. paflzd agaiw to the order of the’
.day. - The petitioners pow, gave a fignal to
the fpectators toJeave the Hall and run to
arms, for the purpofe of obtaining that by
open force which juftice would not grant.

‘ 'Abeut 12.ap/noon the general was beat, the

¢

itake-up ags and obey the orders of a com-
, mander, whom the revolutionary council bad
placed af their head : more than 100 cannon

furrounded the National Hall ; grates to beat

fees.

¢ The guard of the Convention, as well as
all true citizensy were confined in different
guard houfes §
_the avenues; the gates were fhur, and the
centries ordered to fap all the deputies who

iv

4 Thefe illegal revolutionary committees -
of one member from every committee of |

fome clandeftine deliberations, has fufpended -

denounce the illegal and arbitrary a&s of the |

'tocﬁh‘[ou::d. T'he citizens were forced to .

red hot balls were placed in. the Champ Ely--

cannon were pointed towards -
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might attempt to pafs them, and to fire a¢
every one whofhould attempt to peep actofs
the Hars,  Duffaulx the venerable, Duflauix,
was beaten in a moft infamous manner j— .
Boiffy d’Anglas had his fhirt torn! a great
number of other deputies were infulted, by
the vile fatellites of Marat. The battalions
which feveral days back should have marched
to La Vendée, arrived on a fudden, and feized
upon the inner pofts of the Hall. Affignats
and wine were diftributed among them.—
Thefe troops were deftined to aflaflinate jour
Reprefentatives, and would have done it, be-
caufe the National Guards were not able to
prevent this flaughter. The affailants were
provided with the beft arms, while the fec=

tions complained of the want of them. In’ :

fhort, the Nagional Hall was turned into a
prifon, where the Reprefentatives of the peo-
ple were threated, difgraced, and infulted.
It was demanded that the committee of pub-
lic fafety, to calm the rage of the feduced

" people who invefted the Hall, fhould make

their report.

; ¢ Barrere mounted the tribune, and fpeak~
ingin tHe name of the committee, propofed,
that the dénodnced members againft whom

" no proof whateyer of the crimes imputed to

them had been produced, fhould be invited
"to fufpend themfeives from their funétions.
Some of them fubmitted to this meafure. A
decree pafled, that the commander of the arm-
ed force thould be ordered to the bar, to acs
count for his.condu@, and inform the Con-
vention from whom he had received’ his ‘or-
ders.  This decree was not executed. Two
of the factions invaders infulted a deputy,and
were ordered to be taken to ‘the bar.' Vio-
Jence and open force oppofed alfo the execus
tion of this fecond decree.
‘quefted, that the fitting fhould be ended, and
the temple'of the Jaws fint, ;An énd iwas
put to the fitting, tie Prefident walked out of
the hall at the head of the convention, and
ordered the centries to withdraw. ;

& The convention reached the middle of
the court without meeting any refiftance, but
being arrived there,;the commander of  the
armed force ordered them to . return.. The
Pre(ident told him that the convention was not
to be di&ated to : that it held its aathority in~
depetident of any othefpower thau the French
people,-and that they alone .had a right to

. commaad it. Fhe . commander, Henriot,drew

hisfword, ranged his cayalry in order of bat~
tle,and ordered the cannoneers to point their
cannon. His foldiers were ready. to. fire—
The Prefident turned back, the members fol-
lowed him, sid attempted every outlet inor-
der to efcape, bnt every avenue was clofed or
defended by canpon. ; At length, the copvens
tion, umable to retire, refumed their fitting.
What do_we fay ? they returned into their
prifon, and fome members decreed, that
Genfonne, Gaudet, Briffot, Gorfas,: Petion,
Vergniaud, « Salles,  Barbaroux, Chambon,
Buzot, Birotean, Lidon, Rabaut, Lafource,
Languinais, Grargeneuve, le Sage, Kervele-
gan, Gardien, Boileau, Bertrand, Vigee, Mo=
levant, * Lariviere, Gomaijre, and Bergoin,
fhould be put under arreft in their own houfes.
And why? We muft not forget to miention,
that on the propofal of Marat, Couthon “de-
‘manded, that Valaze and Louvet- fhould be
‘added to that number, and that fome mem-
bers gave their confent, for the greater part
of them did not take any fhare in thefe hu-
miliating deliberations.  After the decree
was figned, a deputation made itsappearance
to teftify its approbation of the decree, and
tendsred nn,eqpalllun_lber_of citizens toferve

. as hoftages for the arrefted members.

& Frenchmen ! who would be free and

. Republicans, thefe are_fa@s, which no one

will dare to deny ; we reprefent them to you
only in a mafs, and forbear to enter into de-
tails fill more attrocious. The National
Reprefentation ‘imprifoned, difgraced, de-
liberating under the poignards of an andacious
facion, is no more.. Do not fuffer any Jonger
the ufurpation of your rights 3 do not leave
in fuch hands the exercife of the fovereignty
of the nation j refcue the Jiberty, the facred '
equality, the unity aad indivifibility of the
Republic ; without them Frapce isloft, ' Res
jeé with horror all propofitions. tending to
any kind of federalifm.” Rally, unite, and be
firm; you may ftill fave the public caufe.
This public caufe refidzs in the whole of your
country § it ismnot confined nor concentrated
within the walls of Paris.. Yourdeputiesmay
there perifh, but they will die worthy of , you,
and worthy of themfelves too happy, if after
their death their country fhould be faved.
When the moment of national revenge is
come, then Frenchmen, do not forget that
Paris is not guilty, that the citizens of Paris
were ignorant, of the plot, of which. they
have been made the blind teols,. Nol it is
not upon Paris that the dreadful apd all pow-
e ful hand of the nation ought to t&nr down 3
but fon that horde of robbers and criminals,”
who have made themfelves mafters of Paris,
who are devouring Paris and France, who
cannot. exift without crimes, and have wo
other refuge left but in defpair, the offspring
of vice. Farewell.”

:

Then it was re-"-
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