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PHILADELPHIA. -

FROM THE MAIL.

0

The importince of the bufinefs agitated at th¥ lite
Jpecial " feffion of the Ciicait Court in this city hiv-
tng induced the Editor to apply toa gevitlemani of
the bar, who atténded the Coust, for a flatement of
1t—he has an apportunity of laying befare e pub-
lic the followiag /ic‘t'clfo the procéedings, whech
as fevasit goes mdy be deemed acurate.

A"r'a fpecial Circdit Court of the United

States, beld at Philadelpbia, fuly 22d.

Gideon Henfield, was indiGed for having én-

tared on board the Frenchi privateer: called

the Citizen Genet, commiflioned to croife a-

ainft certain powers with whom the United
tates are at peacc—aud having with others

on board the faid privateer taken d prize a

Britifl veflz] called the William, apainf His

duty as a citizen andinhabitant of the Unitad

States, againft the treaties exifting between

the United States and the United Nether-

lands, Pruffia and Great-Britain, and againft

the law of nations, &c. y
T this he pleaded not guiley, and thé tridl
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- Jtis'the joint and nnmimmii?mi;\'ﬂfﬂw?’:ﬁﬁ*‘MQ'm' | to hold plea:  The thotion-

of this important iffue came on laf Friday, |

the 26¢h July, s

Ir nppearcd'if\cvidcncz that ‘Gideon Her-
ficld, was a citizen of the United States, and
that his family refided ih Salem, Maffachufetts
—b:ing a féa-faring man e had beéen abfent
from them fome time, and about the firft of
May laft, being then at Charlefton, South-
Carolina, and defirous of. coming to- Phila-
delpima, he applied to the mafter of a packet,
who alked him more for hispaffage than he
¢ould aford to pay, whéreupon he énteved on
bodrd the Gitizen Genét, a French privateer,
commiffioned by the French Rspublie, and
comnanded by Pierré Johannene. That
Caut. Johannene promifed him the birth of
p z: mafter on board the firk prize they
fhvu'd captate, and the hip William, belong-
g to Britith fabjo@s having beén éaptured
about the §-hof May, he was put on board
her as pize mafter, with anotlier perfon, and
arrived in that capacity at Philadelphia.
1t appeared that on his examination before
the magiftrate he profeffed himfelf an Ame-
fi¢an, tnat as fuch He wonld die, and there-
forre conld not be fuppo’ed likely fo intend ay
thing to her prejudicea=he declared that of he
had known it to be contra: y to the Prefident’s
prociamatign, or even the wifhes.of the Pre-
fidzat, for wiom he had the gieateft refpe&,
be wouid not. have entered on board. = Abont
4 mouth aftérwards béing dgain before the

. faine magiftrate, he declared that hé had el-

ouled the caufe of France, that he now con-

f ered himfelf'as a Frenchman, apd mneant
to move his family within their dominions.

The attorney of the diftri&, affifted by the
artorney-general of the Uaited States, con-
duted the profecution. s

Meflicurs Da Poncean, Ingerfoll ‘and- Ser-
geant, appeared in the defence.

1

After the arguments.were clofed, Judge

Wilfon delivered a charge to the jury, in fub-
france as fullows : s £
This is, gentlemen of the jury, a cafe of.

. the firft importance—upon your vérdi¢t ‘the

interelts of four millions of yonr felow-citi-,

zens may be faid to depend—But whatver

“ be the confequences, it is your duty, it is our

duty, todo oaly what is right.”,
agaioft the dafendant, and proceeded. :
Lt has not been contended on ' the -prefént
occafion, that the defendant has any peculiar
‘or exclafive right to takea partin the prefent
war between the Europeai powers, ‘in Yela-
- tiof td all of whoin the United States aie in

He tiien (fated the rﬁbafm of sthe ¢harges ‘
..} of the degal principles which had -been agita-

aftare of peife@ pedce and neutrality. « & *
If'he Hasno peculiar aor exclafive ‘Fight;

it nataralty follows that what he may do, eve-
Iy other citizen of the United States pray dl{o
do—If one citizen of the United Stdtes may

Atuke & part in the prefent war, ten thoufaiid.
amay-=<if they may take part on one fide, they” |’

. n1ay on the other, and thus thoafaifds’ of “ousd

fellow-citizens may aflociare themfelyesavith-,

different belligerent poweisy. deftroying, vqt
only thofe with whom we h‘z\{\ie no hoftility,
but deftroying each other. In fuchacale can

we exped peacé among their friends who ffay

beblnd 2 and will not a civjl war Withall its-

lamentable train of evils enatural éffec?
. Yer what is right mo done; - indapen-
dent of the confequences whigh I, have .oily
ftated, in order to lay before yqu the necefli-
ty of fetioufly confidering the” cafe entrufied

to you, before you decide upomit.": SN
Two principal queftions of fut have arifan
andrequire your determination. s e

.. The ficlk is, that the defendatt, Gideon
"Henfield, has committred an‘aét of hobility

, againft toe fubje@s of a power with whom
the United States are at peace ; this has been
clearly eflablihed by ‘the teftimony. The
fecond object of enquiry, is whether at that
time Gideon Henfield was a citizen of the
United States. This he explicitly acknow-
Jedged to Mr. Baker, and if he declared true,
it was at thar time the leaft of bis thoughts
toexpatriate himfelf. :

The queftion of law eoming into joint con-
fidevation with the fadts; it is the duty of
the court to explain the law to the jury, and
and give it to them ia dire@ion. >

4. litical relation in the ‘,t'l.-feudant, from his
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court, that the Unired States being in'a (kg
of neutrality, relavive to the prefent war, the
acsof hoftility committed by Gideon Hea-
field, Wwere an’ offencé againff this country,
and punithable by the Jaws of this countiy.

It bas been afked by his counfel in their
addrefs to pon. agdinlt what law has he of-
fended? The anfver is againft many Jaws,
binding laws. As a citizen'of the United
States, hz wasbound to &t no part which
could injure the nation, he was bonnd to keep
the peace in regard to all natiens, with wham
we are' it peace. This is the law of nations,
not an ex poft futs lawy butalaw which wes
in exifience long before Gideon Henfield ex-
ifted. Thereare alfo pofitive Jaws exifting
previous to the offence commirted, and ex-
prelsly declared to be part of the fupreme
J4w Of the land. The conffitation of the
Uhited States has declared that all treaties
made or to be made, under the aushority ¢f |
the United States, thall be part ‘of the fie-
prems law of the land. I will ftate to you
s‘c'ht'l'emen, fo much of the feveral treatiesin
orce bétweeny Awerica, and any of the pow-

’refent:nk. it e RIXT

The firft article of the treaty with e |
United Netherlands declares that there fhall
bé a firm, inviolabie and univerfal peace, and
fincere friendfhip between the Stares General
6f the United Netherlands and the United
States of .3 nerica, and betiween the fubjects
and inhabitants of the faid parties.

“Fhe feventh article ot the definitive treaty
of peace between the United Srates and
&reat-Britain deciarés that there fhall be a
firm afd perpetual peate bétween his Britanic
Majefty and the United States, dué befween
the fubjeéts of the one and the citizens of the
other. . ’

And the firft article of the treaty with
Praffia declaves that there fall be a finn, in-
violable and umiverfal peace and fincere
friendfip between his Majefty the King of
‘Pruffiay and his fubje@s on the one part, and
the United Stafes.of America dnd their citi-
zens on the other. ' e

It may be obferved that the treaty would
not be lefs fufficient in reiation to the prefent
quaftion if * fubjedts” and ¢ citizens” had
no't been rentioned. 3

“ . Théfe tieaties were in the moff public, 1
moft noforious exiffence before thé a& for
which the prifoner is indited was committed.
~ Thae notoriety may indeed be faid to, have
been greater than that of the general a&s of
Congrefs,_fince befides the fame mode of pub-

lication, they are expréfily referred to in the

conftitution. J 3

Much has been faid on this aecafion by the
defendant’s counfel, in fapport of the natursl
right of emigration, but little of it is traly,

applicable to the prefent.queftion. - R

Efnigration is undoubtedly one of the na-

| “tural rights of man. Yet it does not follow
from thence that every a@ inconfiftent with

the duty, i¢ inconfiltent with the flate of a

eitizen. - §

Nothing is more inconfiftent with the duty
of a citizen thap treafo ;- but it is becaufe
he'ftth continues a citizen that he is liable fo

- punifhinent. g )

' oAfier Tome other obfervations éstplanatory

.ted;in the courfe of the trial, 't}\e 'jpdg'e con- |
ciuded by remarking that the jury in a gene-

. ral verdic muft decide bath law and fact, but
"that this did not authofife.them to decide it -
as they pleafed ; they. were as much bound
. to decide by law as the judges—the refponfi-
hility vas equal upon both. | g

The, jury retived about riiné on Saturday

evening, aid came into court again about
-~ halfpad 11, when they informed the court

théy had not agreed. They were defired to

retire agdin, which the¥ did, and rerurned on
. Monduy mbrning, havieg delivered into the
. hands of Jiidge Wilfon 4 privy verdic on Sun-
day mormng, fvon aftef the adjournment of

e counts . ot

One of the jurvmeninow exprelfed fore
- dqubts, which pccafmnr& the]ngl'};es' feéparately

to deliver their fertimelits on the points of
' law, adverted to in the i charge ‘on Saturday
--eveniog, particularly ag to €he change of po-

having "been fome tim§ ablent from home,
previous to his enteringon board the priva- |

I"teer, “which was mentioned by another of
the jury. : 5 -

<o Ahe jury again retired, and the court again
‘adjouraed. .. At lalf paft-four the court again |
met, and the jury prefeated a written ver- i
dict, which the court refufed to receive, as
being neither geveral nor fpecial. !

Another adjourument took place, ‘and

about feven, a verdi& of not guilty, was de-
livered.

At the fame court two bills were found
_again@t Joleph Ravara, Efg. conful from Ge-
noa to the United States. s 4
His counfel, Meflts. Lewis, Serjeant, Heat-

ly and Dellas, moved to quath the indi&ment,
for want of jurifdiction in the court, when a

- e e

&

efs at war with France, as applies to the |

conful for a foreign power was defendant, |

4 ‘was pver ruledy and aplea having been afrer+

javards put in, containing the fame pratrer it
received the fame fare. i 3
" Mr. Ravata ehen‘traverfed the billto the
" next feflion.
. ‘Several merchants, ageats or confignees of
‘Britifli and French veffels, were prefentéd by
the grand jury, for baving furnithed arms and
military fores for fuchveffels, inthe portof
Philadelphia, to be employed in hoftile mae-
ner againft powers with whomy the United
States are at peace.

Oa Monday moft of the perfons indicted
appeared in court, and-entered into receg-
pizances, and fome of them traverfing their
bills to the next feflions, the attorney of the

“diftriét continued the remainder till the fame
tithe.
. John Singeltary, who was indifted for the
fame oflance with that of Gideon Henfield,
not appearing his recognizauce, was forfeit
ed,and refpited till next feffion.

; FOR THE GAZEITE.
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QF THE writer under the fignature of * Phil-

: lanthropy,” who furniflied the article in
vour Gazgtte of the 24th inftant, on the fb-
j2@ of the Borough of Eafton, bas affunmed .a
title which but illy correfponds with the fpirit
or tendency of his publication; for, whatever
humonr there may be in it, there is certainly
not a fprinkling either of good nature or good
mannefs. Otherwife, he would not have in-
volved in the fame ftupid jeft the Negro and
a refpedable Citizen, valuable in his fation,
as a member of fociety, whofe urlfanity of
difpofition, it I miftake not, has induced many
a@s of politenc(s and hofpitality to the author -
of that piece; but where is the wit who will
_not faccifice his friénd to his joke 7

tHe has, however, meditated a more feri-
ous and inexcufable injury, whén he bas made
4n entire community the ohjeft of bis far-
cafms, and whén he has wantonly endéavored
to éheck the growing profperity of a town,
which, if little; hould rather be éncounraged

" than deprefed 3 but which, e the contrary,
he kuows to poff>fs great natyral advantagés,
; to be the mdrt for the producé of an exterfive
“coufitry, to be dlready contparatively popu-
Jous and wealtiiy, and to be daily and rapidly
“inereafing, #s well in populatisn, as in manu-
faétures and improvements of every kind.—
When be vauched for the authénticity of the

involved the whote fociety in the guilt of a
few malicions and infignifieant individoals.
Hé fhotld bave fold you that the difgraceful
bufinels heé mentiond, originatéd in the ma-
lignity of a petulant young man, who had been
obtrudéd upon this fown as @ juftice of the
peace, contrary to the geneéral wilh; that it
was conducted with profound fecrecy, and
was fupported by the inftramentality of afew
perfons, either too young to reflet, or too
ignorant to judge for them'elves; that the
ftroke was firuck before it was even fulpedt-
ed y and that thereforé, there was neither
¢ zeal nor fpir.t” of €xertion at the eleion,
which was too unimportant in its obje@ fo
excitegeneral attention, and from that reafon
only could have furnithed the occalion which
has called forth the huntour of your Phslan-
thropift. And above all, inftead of afferting
the contrary, he fhou!d bave told you, that
- fuch an oatrage on decency failed of its pur-
pofe, and that a very reputable inhabirant
was duly retnrned and qualified to the execu~
tion of his office. g
An INRABITANT OoF EAsTON.

Eafion, Fuly28,1793

FROM EDES’ (BOSTON) GAZETTE,
s

At 3 legal ieeting of the Frecholdcrs nd other
Juhabitents of the Town of Boflon, at Faveuil
Hall, July 26, 1793-

WHEREAS 1t has been publilhed in the

in 2 Mérchant’s Meeting, that it was generally
known by the inbabitants of this town, that
withiti two or three days from that timce; pfiva-
tecs hiad been fitted out armed; and had failed
trom this port; that others were now fitting-out,
fome manned, and to be meanned partly by
Fienchmen, and parily by Citizens of the United
Siates :”'  And whereas the mhabitants of this
1own feel their reputation concerned in (2id pub-
lication : Tlhey herchy declare, in _town-mecting

4 legally affembled, that theie was no juft founda-

tion for the affertion ; but that the difpofition of
the citizens of Bofton, is entircly in favor of
obfeiving the rulesof a frik neutrality refpct-
ing the powers at war in Europe. .

Attelt, W, COOPER, Town-Clark.

The French privatecr which failed from this
port laft Satmday {c’nnight, rcrurned on Thuel-
day, and has landed her floses, it is [sid, by or-
der of the French Conful.

[Qu s & s—Whather 1he Yaft article is defigned 4

alledging that in that cafe the fupreme conrt- |

a cougradiciion to the Baligor not FT

i
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information be gav€ vou, he flioald nor have -

Ceitinel of the 24th inftam, That it was affered |
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Pleafetos e the follouing & place in-yout Gavettey

and abiige our FellowsCilreens o = -, Vil
v VIRGINLA, 27th July, 703
AT a meeting of Citizens, Hagover Couvnty,
Virginia, the Principles, Articles, Regulati-
ons and Circular Letter of the Demacratic
Society, at Philadelphia, hayingbeea read and
confidered—— . 2
Refolved unanimoufly, That the following let-
ter be addrefled to Davip RITTENHOUSE, Efg.
and-others, members of that Society. o
Fellow Citizens, ™ " o
HE principles recognized by your fociety
being among thofe on which oar free and
happy Conft:tution is founded, no true Re-
publican will hefitate to fub’efibe to them.
We join you alfe moft cordially in opinion,
that at this crifis it is mere particulaily the
duty of every individual to ufe his ntmoft ef-

forts to remave the prejudices and conciliate,.

the affe@ions of all our fellow citizens; and

- “that. to abtain the® moft defirable objects, it -

hefiaves all te cultivate om all oceafions
‘peaée, order, harinoay and atiaciment 1o the Con=-
Stitution; and,having the sveneral weitare only
Tivview,; féduloufls ro avoid even the appear-.
ance of party diftin@ions. Bat we cannpt
_réftdin, fellow citizens, from exprefling our
apprehenfions rhat polirical locietics, branched:
out and affuming powers to the extent you réa
comniend, may, howecver pure and well in-
tentionéd in their commencement, be per-
verted into clubs of faétion, as has been too
often experienced, angd terminate at lergth
im Courti of Inguifition. We apprehend that a
dread at leaft of fuch coufequences will at any
rate excite heart-burnings and diffentions—fatal
precurfors of Ararchy, and its invaciable fat-
lower==Defpeti[m 1 :
We are happy in the convifiong hat the
citizens of the United States, who of their
own free choice have adopted the Conftitution
under which we enjoy Peacer Lid’rtv. and Inde-
pendence, are fully competent, by tle moedes ™
preferibed by that Conftirntion, to corred the
abufes which may and will, from time to time,
creen into this and all other human tuftirution’s.
We are happy al’o in the conviéiion, that the
¢itizens of our free indepencent Republic can,
without being driven to the neceflity of form-
ing themfzlves into fociet'es or parfies. ca
per at certain times for fubjefts of wondrchicak
and dzfpotic governments, Where the corréétion
of abufes or change of public men caniot:
otherwife be brought about) approve and aid
thofe whots valor, viftué and patriotifin, ¢on-
ttibuted to procuré and continie to pief rve
to s the bleffings of Péace, Liberéy and Tidepens
derice, and cun by conflitational modes téo, difeGun~
tenaice or punifh their public férvants of a
contrary defeription, and change the whole
{yftém of government, when they judge it
proper to do fo. : : .
We are more pirticulaily averfe at this
time to the appearance of party difti- &tions,
which too often end in civil diffeutions, bein
deeply affetted by the horrid maffacres ar
devaftations vegently experienced by our in-
fular friends, with whom we fincerely fympa-
thize on the melancholy becafion. . anpn,-

 cate the like dreadful calamities, Which will

inevitably deluze our CWMMB‘
party differences fever the fratéradl be 1d and

diffolve the Union—that barrier which alone

can fave us from the miferies of civil difeord,

and its certain conl'equence-ﬂbrtigu domina-

tion. It is Union ulone that can cantinue to us

the peace and hozors-of an Iudependent, and the

happinefs of a Republican Goverumént.

y We are, with great refpelt,
Your Fellow-Citizenss.

FROM THE FEDERAL GAZETTE.

&
Mr. BrowN, T S
Perhaps it will be ufeful to your fellow cifi-
zens, to be informed of the following fetion
of a Treaty between France and England,
you are therefore requefted to publifh it in
your paper. ,
16th Article of the Treaty of Commerce
and Navigation between his Britanric Ma-
jefty and the moft Chriftian King, figned at
Verfailles the 26th September, 1785, ;
It fhall pot be lawful for any privateers,
not being fubjects of either erown, who bave
commiffions from any other Prince or State,
in enmity with either nation; to arm their
fhips in the ports of either of the faid-two
kingdoms, to fell what they have taken, orin
any other manner whatever to exchauge the
fame; neither fhall they be allowed even to
purchafe victuals, except fuch as fhall be ne-
ceflary for their going to the neareft port of
that Prince from whom they have obtained
commiffions. R

THE EDITOR

MOST easeflty requis thofe of his diffard Sub-
Jeribers who are in arvears for the Gazeite, to mahe

payment as foon as poffible.— Thofe perfons tho have

. recerved fabfeription meniey on 41 account are defired

to remil the fame. The ayrearages for the Gazeide
lave accumulated to a ferious amaunt—Serious, as
they arethe only refource to difeharge very feriaas
engagements incurved in the 20 tion of this ew-
i R
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