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fubjedt

e civilization of the Indians is a

. fo yery important, and yet folittle in<

veftigated, that in the firfk attemprto bring
it before the public, little more than an.enn-
meration of expedients can reafonably be &x+.

pected. Let the fallowing obfervations there-.

fore be confidered as intended to excite the
public iﬁve{ﬁgaﬁon of the fubjed; rather
than as a regular and digefted plan proper to.
be catried into effedt., B35 il ;

The experience of paft ages, and of na-
tions infimilar circumftances, may ferve: to

guide our refearches in this new and interef}-
ing inquiry. ;

In the hiftory of the progrefs eof nations .

from barbarifim to civility, we find that the
worfliip of the Deity—the infitution of mar~
riage, and the eftabliliment of private pro.
perty——have entered into the foandation on

which the fuperfiruGure of civil fociety. has

teen eredted, | Thefe are neceffary to give
form and’ permanency, to its eftablithment.
FEach of thefe is of itfelf infufficient—it is their
union and joint influgnce, with the effeéts
that naturally refult from them, that give
fociety its perfe® form. The inveftigation
of each of thefe principles which compofe the
foundation of civil fociety, merits attention
in the dsvelopement of this fubjeét. Some
remarks upon the firlt of them, will be the
fubftance of the prefent eflay.

The idea of a Supreme Being, is either ori~
ginally inftampt upou the human miod, or is
among the firft impretfions which it receives
from the exercife of its own powers. All
men at times feel their dependence upon a
Superior, and feek occafionally, by external
homage, to deprecate his anger and fecure his
favour,
impreffion from the 'buman heart—it is the
Tink which connefts material with immaterial
exiftence. It isuncertain how far civil go-
vernment would” be pradticable without the
aid of thefe fentiments. Initsoelt form, it

is far from being .a perfed .work. The li-
'ﬁﬁ.mmﬁtsmw”&‘!ﬁwﬁgr ion of

its fancions—the inequalities and diftin@ions
which it ereates—with the temptations to
fraod, injuftice and crnelty, are calculated ro
excite envy and inquietude in the minds of
‘the lealt fortunate miembers of the commu-
nity; who, without the co-operation of reli-
gious principles, wounld be continually endea-
voring to throw off all legal reftraint, and to
diffolve the bands of the fociety, in order to
riot on the fpoils of the public, or to re eftab-
lifh it on a foundation more agreeable to their
wifhes and interefts.
" The belief of a Supreme Being—infinite in
power, wifdom, purity, juftice and goodnefs—.
of a future ftate—of retribution—of an uni-
verfal judgment, and of an eternal award—
penetrates the heart, arrefts the eonfeience,
and reftrains the impetuofity of the paffions—
It leads to obedience and fubmiffion, by an-
nexing the idea of duty to the facrifices of
perfonal intereft, to . the prefent order of
things, and by the profpeét of a period when
an equitable diftribution fhall be made by the
Sovereign of the Univerfe. AL
And by enforcing the rights of imperfe®
obligation—by inculcating the exercife of the
focial virtues—by reftraining fecretcrimes—
by cerroborating bl‘n nﬁutmﬁ‘?. J‘;ws,.
and by giving additional energy to their fanc-
tionsz-?t’ is admirably r&gqﬁéfq ‘to remedy
the inconveniences, and fupply the defeéts of
civil government. Thefe principles are fim-
ple and uniform, adapted to every capacity,
and fuited to every ftage of fociety and age
of the world. > i
In rude and ignorant times, men not hav-
ing compafs of mind enough to trace thefe
impreflions to their fource, or to deduce all
things from one fimple caufe, followed the
impulf: of their imaginations and their paf-

It is perhaps impoffible to efface this

b

fions, 1nthis ftate of mens’ minds, every |

deviation from the ordinary courfe of things
alarms their fears, and they bave recourfe to
fuperior and ipvifible powers to relieve them
from the evils which theydread. They afcribe
to adiftiné& canfe every uncommon event—
and by thefe means, multiply their Godswith-
ont pumber. They clothe them jvith the
paffions and weaknefles of mortals, and pay
thern an ‘homage that correfponds to their
origin and their attributes. Men of fuperior
fagacity have availed themfelves of this
weaknefs——augmeated the reputation of the
current fupertitions, formed them into fyf-
tem, and made them the bafis of their laws
and policy. The introdation of laws and
government in moft nations, of whofe origin
we have anydiftin& tradition, was effe@ed
in this manner,

The holy religion that we pofic{s, is indeed
in every lineament different from the fyftems
of fuperftition which the ignorance and credu-
lity of mankiod have invented. The one (ets
before us a flandard of perfett excellence,
which we are commanded at cur peril to imi-

i |

tate—mthe 6t:iigr' clothes the obiéﬁfs of its wor-
e& leads. to purity and wvirtue—

5 e o abiuse s
" to depravity and“folly, ‘What ufe ‘may be
| made of true veligion in civilizing the Indians,

T.will not, pretend to determine—But that it
_may be of fome fervice, T'think evident.  If
fuperfition and falfe religion were found ne-
ceffary .to the eftablifiiment of civil fuciety
and ciyjl Jaws—furely true religion is equally
mecearyy and will be equally efféétual. Such

. is the attachment of the ludiaps to'their man-
ners and cuftoms—fach the ftrengthaud vio-
Jence of gheir paffions, and fuch the nature
and, number of their vices, that no changé can -

be introduced among them in” thefe refpedts
but by interefting the firongeft paffions of the
human mind. No fentiments fo eafily reach
the.beart, and none fo potverfully imprefs the |
mind, as thofe. which relate to religion. The
doctrines, the precepts, and the inftitutions of
religion, are all calet l"at:ed to enlighten, to .
‘Humanize and to intereft the human mind—
to. foften the manners, and to extend and -
finengthen the focial affe@ions. !

No principle will be fo efficacious in chang-
ing the habits of the favages, as religion-—
This is evident not only from the nature of
things—the conftitution of the human mind,"
and the power of fuperftition in paft ages—
but from the experience we have atually had
of the eff>&s of it on the temper and manunors
of the Indians.

The fuccefs of Mr. David Brainerd among
the Indians in New-Jerfey, has been laid be-
fore the public. By the indefatigable exer-
tions and well dire@ed zeal of that pious and
judicious miffionary, a confiderable number of
the favages were prevailed on to forfake their
wandering way of life—to form. themfelyes
into a fociety, and to attend to agriculture.
He eftablifhed a fchool among them, and the
youth made great proficiency even during his
refidence among them.* :

In the hiftory of the Five Nations, we are
informed that by the exertions of two fuc-'
ceeding miffionaries, they were reformed in
a great meafure from the vice of drunken-
nefs—from the pracice of divorcing each
other on frivolous pretences—from the exer-
cife of cruelty to their prifoners, and in fome

meafure from their propenfity to warct-—,
"From fuch favorable beginnings, what might’

" not be expeéted from a vigorous profecution
of fimilar meafures. : s e S

From thefe experiments we may infer, the |
religion, pure, fimple, and unadulterated by
fuperftitious ceremonies, or any falfe mix.
ture, would he a powerful infirument in ef-
fecting the civilization of our American In- |
dians—and a well digefted plan for this pur-
)p;ofe‘ deferyes the patronage of the benevo- |

nt. ' Y 7 ;

SE———— ;
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In addition to thefe inflances, I might‘mnf_inn the *
Jucce[s of the Jcfuits in Paraguay,in South-America : |
They brought the Indians #o live in towns, to cultivate |
the earth, to exercife the arts, to fubmit to civil fub- |
ordination, and_cven to afpire to liberal improye-
ments. - 3 -

* Life of Brainerd, p. 197—304. «
+ Calden’s Hiftory of the Five Nations.

FROM THE FEDERAL GAZETTI:',:
OF SATURDAY LAST.
. Y s :

Yefterday afternoon, the citizens

on, "gf Philadelphia,
agreeably to a notification for that purpofe, ati-
tentled a meeting in the Stare-houfe gamr;. An
addrefs congratulating Mr. Genet on his arrival
was 7ead, and unammonfly adopted—-1It was, im-
médiately prefented to the ,{lgpi er, at the City-
tavern, and 15 as follows s~ -
To Edmund Charles GENET, Minifter_Ple-
‘nipotentiary from the Republic of France,
to the United States,—THE ADDRESS of
: ;hescliti;ms aof Philadelphia.

¢ ’

“The Citizens of Philadelphia are anxious to
convey their congratulations upon your arri-
val, in terms the maft cordial and acceptable.
We have, with pleafure, on foriner occafions,
ackpowledged our obligations, and declared

“our attachment to the people of France ; but,

at this moment, we are peculiarly gratified,
‘by recognizing, in the Minifter of our firft
‘and befl Ally, the reprefentative of ‘a Free
Republic. <

Imprefied with the valug of ounr political
independence ; recollefting, with an honeft
pride, the Glory and Succefs, which, in the
pur‘uit of that objett, crowned the virtue
and foititude” of America{ avnd eftimating .
the prefent reputation and profperity of the
union, as bleflings refulting from the Revo-
lution ;3 we canmot without gratitude, confi-
der, how great a portion of our triumph and
our happivefs, was derived from the zcalons
and difinterefted aid " of your countrymen ;
nor can we without diffimulatiov, fupprefs
our joy, that the nation, which fo generonfly
contributed to refcue the liberties of America,
has, at length, with unparallelled magnani-
mity, eftablithed her owp. : a

From fach feelings, fir, we have been na-
turally led to coutemplate the firuggles of
France with a paternal eye ; fympathizing in

all her calamities; ard exulting in all her
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- Foreign Intelligence.

public, and dear to gll the homan race. -
Be affured, thercfore, that juftly rezard-

as the beft fecurity for the permanency of
our own popular governinents, we reft our

to the national exertions our wifhes and our

that although America, is nota party in the
extting wav, fhe may {till be able, ip a Rate
of peace, todemonftrate the finceri
friendfhip, by affording very ufeful afliftance
to the citizens of her fifter republic.

and a patriot, has enfured for you the warm-
eft fentiments of perfonal refpeétand efteem :
and, whife the lasw of nations, ‘and the riglits
of treaty, give dignity and energy’'to your
official flation ; the endeavors of the citizens
will not, we truft, be ineffedtnal, in render-
ing your refidence ju Philadelphia, agreeable
to you, and honorable to onrfelves.
Signed by order of the meetingy v '
: PWM‘IC:{AK‘EES BIDDLE, Chairman.
; iladelbhia, 17th May, 1793,
Am’z;. o

. ROBERT HENRY DUNKIN, Sec’ry.

X T HE A NS WER.

Citizen Gener Minifter Plenipotentiary from
the Republic of France, to the Citizens of
Philadelpbia:: . ; op0 iox Vit

“CITIZENS,

Ditrssmt s hag

IT gratitude be not acknowledged a virtue
among the ‘defpots, it is evidently fuch a-
mong freemen. ' OF this “truth’'I haye re-
ceived abundant proofs on my- jouthey ‘from
Charlefton tg Phijadelphia. In'every plage
the general voice of the people convinced me
‘in a moft fenfible manner of their real fenti-

Fdend
4

ments and fincere and friendly difpofitipns
towards the nation which I' have the honot
o reprefent, and for the advancement of that
commeon caufe which fhe alone fupports with
b duch coutape: . bzl e Tl e
Citizens, your addrefs has completed my

* fatisfaction, and I affure you that the dayyour
“Brethreh in Prance fhall receive it will be a°
day of gladnefs to them. This I anticipate,

. that from the effect it has bad upon myfelf, it
will have the fame upon them, fiom thofe
wife and liberal featiments, thofe juft and
excellent ideas which charaéterize.it. = -
In my private capacity of a citizen, I am’
highly flattered with the favorable opinion
Tyou have formed of me; and I prowmife to.

myfelf worthy of that good. opinion, ‘and to
ju
inme. My condu® while among you fhall
he to the heighth of our national political
principles—An unbohygtfed openefs fhall be
the conftant ruie of my intercourfe with thafe
“wife and virtuous men into whofe hands you
have entrafted the management of your pub-
tic affairs.’ I will gxpofe candidly. to.them
‘the great objeés on which it will be our bu-
finefs to'deliberate 5 and the common intereft
ofboth nations will, I have nodoubt be the
[: fs'of our dire&inn ; for without fuch a
Pidc. what would become of both narigns,
xpofed as we mutually are to there fentment,
the hatred and the treachery of all the ty-
tints of the earth, who, you may reft affured,
3 . only againft
but agaioft liberty itlelf.
(Signed) . GENET. _
=

France,

C dnaad -
AR BARR AT LI R

TR N R = i
"NATIONAL CONVENTION. °
MaRCH 24. et
Dumourier on the 12th infl. wrote alets
ter dated Louvain, which it was not "
thought prudent at the time to read.
It is as follows :
.. €171ZEN PRESIDENT,
THE fafety of the people iz the
- 4 fupreme law ; I bave juft aban-
‘doned conqueft almoft certain, by
quitting the victorious part of the
army ready to enter inta the hear:
Jof Helland, ro ﬂy to the l‘nppon of
that portion which has experienced
a check, owing to phyfical and mo-
with that franknefs which js mor
than ever neceffary, and which
would always have tended to the
welfare of the Republic, if all her
agents had made ufe of it in the ac-
counts they gave, and ifit had been
littened to with more complagency
than deceicful flactery,
You know,citizen reprefentatives,

in what a dangerous ftaie of difor-

ﬁgﬁﬂ}s : but there is another intereft, the
iiteref of Freedom and Equality, which adds:
- ito the: foree” of our aft@ions, and*remders.

the caufe of France important to every re-

ing the coltivation of republican principles,’
favorite hopes, at this momentous. crifis, on
the condu of France ; and, éarneftly giving
prayers, we cannot refift the pleafing hope,

of her

The well-earned chara®er of a republican’

make every exertion in my power to render

ify the eonfidence my country has repofid |

ral caufes, that I mean 1o deyelope
5 e—'

dpgki 7
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placed, by a minifterand ofli.
ters who dragged France 1o the

“but far from punifhing thein, Pache
- and Haflenfraiz have pafled 1o the
‘important flation of heads to the
| Paris police, and from that moment
- the capital has feen renewed in the
ftreet Lombard, fcenes of blood and
maflacre. iy e s

1 prefented to you, in the month
of December, in four memorials,
the grievances that ought to be re-
dreffed. Iinformed you of the on-
ly means which could put a ftop to
the evil, and give to our armies
their vigor, andg
juttice which onght to ‘characierize
| it.  Thefe memorials bhave been
thrownafide ; you are not acquaing-
ed with them ; order them to he
Agféfﬂﬁf?d to yon, you will there
ind predicted what has fince lap-
peuved ; you will alfo in them find
the remedy eo the ‘other dangers
which furround us, and menace qur
infant repoblic. ~ The armies of
_ Belgia united ia the coaniries of
Aix’la Chapelle and Liege, ‘.Qafe
there fuffered every fpecies of want,
without murmuring, bat co;h_t“il_ap'_gl-
ly weakened by fickuefs and cou-
ftant fkirmifhes wirth the qne’gﬁj;ipd
L by the defertion of many of the of-
ficers and foldiers to the amount of
. half their original ftrengih.

It is only fince General’ Buernon-

that the wants of the army and fe-
cruiting begins 1o be thought of.
. But be has been in {o fhort a time,
| that we feel that diforganizing fpi-
“rit of which we have been the vic-
“tims.  This was our fituation,when
on the firft of Febroary you tho't
it due to the honor of the nation tn
‘declare war _gggigft“E;islamj and
Holland. Frow this moment I bu-
tied the remembrance of all my
grievances ;—I no longer thought
of refigning, which you will find
mentioned in the memorials abeve
alluded to ; all my thoughts were
givep to the fafety of my ceuniry.
1 endeavored to be beforehand with
our enemies, and thisreduced army
forgat all its fufferings to auack
Holland. While, with new troops,
juft from France, I was taking Bre-
~da, Klundert, Gertruydenberg, and
was(rreparing to extend my cone.
quellts, the Belgic army, under Ge-
nerals remarkable for courage and
civifin, undertook the fiege of Ma-
eftricht, Al £t
Every thing was wanﬁn_g for this
expedition, !E new adminiftration
was not yet on foor.—The ancient
was bad in every view. Money was
plenty, but the new formseltablifh-
ed at the nationaltreafury prevent-
ed the nfe of that money. I cap-
. not yet detail the immediate q:'a\_:"lp

| of the check our armies havée expe-

‘rien¢ed,as I am jultarrived ; pot only
‘they have abandoned every hope of
taking Maeftricht, but they have
fallen back in confufion and with
lofs. The magazines of every kind
which were begun to be collecied
at Liege, have fallen into the hands
of the enemny, as well as part of the.
field artillery and that belonging fo
the battalions : This retrear has
«drawn on us new euemies, and here
I will develope the caufe of our
mistorrunes. s :

.. There has ever exifted,’in human
events, a reward for virtue and a
punifhment for vice. Private indi-
viduals may efcape the effects of
this providence, which may be cg)l-
ed what you pleafe, becanle they
are impei ceptible points : but repd
biltory, and you will find thata pep-
ple never efcape it. - -

juftice we vanquifhed. the enciny :

vi‘g&i‘@tiqﬁ the Belgic army bad

to ourcaufe all the '

- ville is at the head of the miniltry,

As long as our caufe was that of

brink of rain. | his minifter and —
1 thaofe officers have been .¢b'anl§'ed;



