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'CONGRESS. "

HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES.
FRIDAY EVENING, March 1.

Subjlance of the obfervations made by My. W. Smith,
on the dcbates on the following refolution, viz.

ESOLVED, that the Secretary of the
Treafury has omitted to difcharge an ef-
fential duty of bis ‘office, in failing to give
Congrefs official information in due time of’
the monies drawn by him: from Europe into
the United States 3 which drawing commenc-
ed in December, 1792, and continued till Ja-
nuary 1783, and of the caufes of making fuch
dratts.

Mr. Smith faid, that after the vote which
had juit prevailed by fo confiderable a majori-
ty on the preceding refolutions, the commit-
tee could not with any propriety criminate
the Secretary of the Treafury for failing to
give the information alluded to, becaufe by
that vote it had been eftablithed that the Se-
cretary had only aced under the authority of
the Prefident, and conformably to bis inftruc-
tione 3-if there bad been any emiffion ta.com--
municate information to Congref¥] that omif-
fion was furely not chargeable to the Secreta-
ry. Butit had been already clearly fhewn
by documents in- the poffeffion of the houfe
that the neceflary information had been com-
municated. The Treafurer’s accounts which
had been from time to time laid before the
hounfe, exhibited the amount of monies pro.
ceeding from the fale of bills, and the Secre-
tary’s report of 1791, conveyed full informa-
tion of the drawing. It was true there was a
fam of about 620,000 dollars, the proceeds of
bills which, as had been remarked by a gen-
tleman (Mr. Madifon) did not appear in the
Treafurers account, but this was owing to
the fales of the bills by the bank not having
been clofed at the time the laft quarterly ac-
count was rendered, and confequently that
fum could not appear in the treafurer’s ac-

count. . [Mr. Madifon faid he had not meané—]

to blame the treafurer.]

5 o - e gentleman,
> go%ﬂributed mifconduét to the
Secretary, for withholding information of the

. amount of monies in the treafury, accruing
from foreign loans,when directed by the houfe
"gﬂ' Javary, 1792, to report whether the. ex-
ifting revenuss were adequate to face the ad-
ditional expence of the Indian war. Mr.
Smith could not forbear exprefling great fur-
prize at this remark of the gentleman. from
Virginia (Mr. Madifon) when  he recollected
what had been juft before faid by the fame
ﬁeﬂ:man.in fupport of the former refolution,
I'he gentleman on that occafion, in his at-
tempt to difprove the right of the Secretary,
ex-officis to fuperintend thg monies derived
from the foreign loans, had endeavored to ef-
tablifh a nice diftinction between the ordinary
intg;naj revenues ofthe‘conntry and the re-
fources refulting from foreign loans. The
law conftituting the Treafury Depdrtment,
hie had faid, gave the Secretary power only
over the revenues, which embraced only  the
ordinary refources, whereas loans were dif-
tio& things, the management of which was
* fpecially entrufted by law to the fupreme ma-
giftrate, and in relation to which the fecreta-
ry could exercife 16 anthority whatever that
was not ‘derived from the Prefident. The
geatleman now argued thar the fecretary was
blameable in not giving information of 'the
ftate of thefe extraordinary refoutces, which
,were not within his department, when only
called upon to ftate the amount of the ordina-
ry revenues, which were within bis depart-
ment. He left it to the gentleman to recon-
cile this contradiction ; for certainly his doc-
trive was erroneous on a former. occafion, or
it muft be fo now ; if the monies obtained
from foreign loans were to be deemed the re-
veuues of the country, then they fell of courfe
under the management of the head of the
treafury department, and it was wrong in
the gentleman, to impute mifcondu@ to the :
fecretary ‘for exercifing a legal authority ;
if on the coptrary thofe monies weie viewed
as an extra refource, and ot within the pur-
view of the fecretary’s fun&ions, then it was
wrong tocenfure him for not communicating
a ftate of thefe monies when required only to
report the ordinary revenues.

* Without admitting the foundnefs of the dif-
tin&ion fet up by the gentleman from Virgi-
nia, Mr, Smith faid that it was never in the
intention.of the houfe, nor in the idea of dny
individual member, to call for a ftate of the
tmonies proceeding from the foreign loans,
when they pafled the order of the 9th ' Janu-
ary, 1792, '

That order was in thefe terms,  Ordered
that the Secretary of the Treafury be direé-
ed to lay before this houfe, fuch information

With refpeét to_ the finances of the United
States, as will enable the legiflature to judge

whether any additiona} reyenue will be necef-

fary in confequence of the propofed increafe
of the miilitary eftcblifiment.” “Thiscall was

“ully.complied with, for the fecretary laid be-
fore the homfe an eftimate of the internal re-

venues, which unqueftionably were the only
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- revenues in gontemplation of the houfe at the:

time, and the houfe being fatisfied that they
were incompetent, laid additional duties.

The houfe knew as well as the “Secretary:
that loans had been made, and that monies
had under them, been drawn into this coun-
try ; but they knew that thofe monies had
been fpecially appropriated to the finking
fund, and it never entered into the ideas of
any miember to divert them from that bene-
ficial objeét, in order to apply them to the
current fervice : *Twas not te be prefumed
that the fecretary would have recommended
fuch a diverfion. ; ?

To impute blame to him for not comauni-
cating the amount of monies drawn from
time to time, there muft-have been fome Jaw

or order of the houfe requiring the comniuni- |

cation, or it wnft bave been neceflary to fome
obje& depending before the houfe: What
law or order of the houfe made it neceflary ?
None : The law anthorized the Joansand pre-
fcribed their objetts 3 tlie reft was mere ex-
ecutive bufivefs 3 and no communication was
neceflary to any meafure depending before
the Houfe.

+.. But though the Secretary wi)ul'd_ not have

been eenfurable for omitting to give the in:
formation, the truth was, that the Prefideunt’s
fpeech of 8th December 1792, the fecretary’s
report of 25th Feb. and the a&t of the 3d of
March 1791, were conclufive proofs that the
legiflature knew that the proceeds of the loans
were in a train of being brought to the Unit

ed States, and the accounts of receipts and
expenditures prefented the firft week of the
feflion informed the houfe that a large fum
had been drawn for, and the treafurer’s quar-

terly account contained further information |

on the fubje, all which was prior to any call
of the loufe for fuch information. Hence
Mr. Smith deduced, that it was not a fact that
the fecretary had failed to give: the informa-
tiony as {tated in the refolution,and that even
had he fo failed, he.would not have been cen-

r— furable for a breach of amefintial duty of his
-office. i o :

It had been faid by a member from Penn-

fylvania (Mr. Findley) that the latenefs of
the information from the fecretary, ‘made it
inconvenient to go into an enquiry of his offi-
c¢ial condudt fo near the clofe of the feflion.

To this, Mr. Smith replied, that he did not -

expedt fuch a remar.
‘the houfe.” Tf the gentleman had not been
prepared for the enguiry or thought it an
improper feafon to enter upon it, why did he
fecond the motion for bringing forward the
charges ? If fufpicion had fo long exifted a-
gainft the integrity of the fecretary, why was
not information called for at the beginning of
the feflion 2 Why was the call delayed till the
feflion was within a few weeks of its termi-
nation ? b fa Y

It was admitted that the fecretary had
obeyed ths order of the houfe with wonderful

alacrity aod promptitude; it was indeed

ftrange that the gentleman, who brought for-
ward the charges fhould be the firft to com-
plain that there was not time for their confi-
deration. .

Mr. Smith concluded by noticing the ob-
fervation of Mr. Mercer and Mr. Madifon,
that the opinion of the houfe on the preceding
refolutions would not change tle truth of
falts, and that the public weuld nltimately de-
cide whether the fecretary’s condu was cri-
minal or not. - This, faid Mr. Smith, was like

. the conduct of a:prefecutor, who having cho-

fen his jurifdiction, and being nonfuited, wifh-
ed to appeal to another tribunal ; why were
the refolutions brought before the houfe?
Was it not to fubftantiate the truth of them
by a vote ? And had the profecution fucceed-
ed, wonid-the fecrétary have had an appeal to
the pablic 2. No, ‘the refolutions would have
been fent to the Prefident, and the . fecretary
would have been removed, difgraced, and ru-
ined forever, without appeal.
{ Debate to be continued.)

For the GAZETTE of the UNITED STATES,

An account of the fate of Colonel Harpin, Major
TrUEMAN, and feveral other perfons, who were
killed by the Indians, while bearing Flags of Truce
to the hoflile Tribes—as contained ina Letter from
Wicriam GorortH, Efg. of Cincinnati,
Weftern Territory, to @ Gentleman in this City,

“ ON the 8:h January, 1793, William Smally,

who had accompanied Major Trueman
on his embafly to the Indian Nations, was be-
fore me, and gave me the following account of
his journey, to wit.—That they left Fort Wafh-
ington about the 26th or 27th of May, 1792 —
that they were bound to the Maumee towns,
but fell about 60 miles below faid towns, near
to the town of Glaize, which'is fituated on a
point of land formed by the Maumee and Glaize
rivers; that when they left Fort Wathington,
their company confifted ot Major Trueman, him-
lelf, and the Major’s waiter ; that about go miles
before they arrived at the aforefaid town of
Glaize, they fell in with three Indians, one an
elderly man, the other a young man, and the
third a boy of abopt 12 or 15 years of age, who
were encamped on their hunting ground by the

fide of a litile trace ; the Indians afked them 10
cocamp with them (ihis was fun about two hours
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manﬁ;rg took up his gun to |
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(highy.being the eighth-dav after ;they, Jeft Fore .
Walhington) telling the. Majar tfev_wou'd go
into the town with them “the next moring; |
the Major agrecd to encamp with them ; they
made 2 fupper of chocolate, and afked the In-
dians to partake with them ; that all three of
the Indians cat fupper with them,and appeared
very friendly ; that Major Trueman inférmed
the Indians ot the bufinefls they were on, and
read over the fpeech to them, which he (Smally)
sinterpreled 1o them, and with which they ap-
peared.to be plealed ; but fard they were none
of the Chiefs, and' could not tell how it would
be approved of, and that they muft go into the
town, . ‘Major Trueman and the oldeft man fa
and talked and ‘moked till near.midnight—that
the Indian feemed very chearful and jocofe—
after which the Major wifhing to lay down, the
old Indian (pread a fkin for the Major, and for
‘each of them; the Major and the waiter laid
down; he (Smally) himfelf fat up fome time
salking with them ; after which the ‘old Indian
told him to afk his Captain if he would be wil-
ling that one of them fhould be tied, faying the
two boys would be afraid, they could vot {leep,
fecing there is thice of you and but two of us,’
counting the Indian boy, as ol no conluquence;
that he then informed the Major what the Indian

had been faying, on ‘which Mijor Truéman old 3}/

hirn 16 inform them that they myight tie his wai-
ter the Tndian then iied the. wauer, girding
his elbows backward, and made them fa2ft with
an old hopos, and the . tied his feet acrofs cach
other with a bridle; rhe waiter theu lay down,
after which the old Indian came and fat down
by him, and began to talk again with great feem-
ing friendfhip and cheartulnefs; that he'then
afked Sinally 10 po and fcrape fome bark off a
{mall beech bufh which was about two or three
rocs from the fire, but withm the light of it, in
order to. mix with his tobacco for fmoking;
that he went and feraped the bark, and brought
it to him, and then laid down with his head
within about a foot of the Indian’s thigh ; that
the Indian then took up his gun and fet it on the
breech,and was. obferving what an vgly gun it
was, and faid it was fo bad he could hardly kill
any deer with it ; that he happened to turn his
head about (but cannot fay for what caufe, whe-
ther to look about or to {pit) that his head being
turned, the Indian immediately brought down
the muzzle and fhot Major Truemao—tbe ball
entered his Jeft breafl, and came out at the fmall
of the back, which killed him immediately ;
'thc",Majnr only juft turncd; he heara him teich
‘one groan ; that he himfelf jumped upf and ran,
A g i ingythe young Indign -
oot him—that he
ftood ‘behind the tree and begged and reafoned
the cale with him; the young fellow, tor about
two minutes, as near as he can recolleét; that
the Major’s waiter, who had been tied, ftartled
and bioke the old hopos with which his arms
had been pinioped, and got his feet loafe and
ran; that the old Indian ran after him, and
brought -him back to the fire ; a ' feuffle enfucd,
when the waiter cleared himfelf and 1an off
again; the old Indian caught him, and brought
him back a {ccond time, during whichtime the
young Indian wastrying to thoot him (Smaliy)
the old Indian then called to the young Indian
mao to come.and fhoot the waiter, faying he
was ftronger than he was ; that the young man,
after bring calléd feveral times, ran up and (hot
him; the old than then ran up to the fire and
called 1o him, who was on the oppofite fide at
but a fmall diftance, and within the light of the
fire; that he called to him to come up to him;
that Smally told him if he came there, he would
killhim ; he anfwered, he wou!d not hurt him ;
he told him that a little while ago he had told
him he would not hurt any of them= but that
now. he had killed then ; that he then went to-
wards him about halt way, when he faid fit
down—he anfweied he would not, for then he
‘would run up and tomahawk him—the Indian
anfwered he would not, and perfifted five or fix
times that be fhould fit down ; that he fhill re-
fufed, faying, do you fit down, and then I will ;
that he then fat down, and they reafoned the
cafedor near a quarter of an hour—when he
afked “him what he had kiiled them for ? He
an{wered, thent horfes, and what they had;
faying, if he had taken them to town, he fhould
get nothing—that now he fhould get all, = That
the old lngian then got up and went and ftript
the Major ; and the other went and ftript the
waiter ; the old Indian theo told the boy to go
and fcalp them, which he did, fetching the fcalps
to him, who threw them down by him, and
told the' boy to go and get a couple of little
flicks, and bend them round like a hoop, and
tic the fcalps inand dry them. That he then
took out all the things and looked them over,
and burntall the papers except the {peech, which
was faflened 1o the belt.  After which they di-
vided the plunder, and fat down till day-light,
when they threw the Major into an old blanket,
and after carrying him about fixty yards, threw
him down by the fide of an old log, and then
carried his waiter, William Lynch, and laid him
down by the Major, and threw the old blanket
over them, and covered them with chunks and
poles; they then returned to the fire and made
fome chocolate, and cat breakiaft ; after which
they mounted, and went gbout fix er feven
miles to the old Indian’s houfe, and ftayed all
that day ; the next morning they fat out tor the
town of Glaize, where they arrived about two
o’clock. That he ftayed witk the young Indizn
three or four days, when he and 2u Indwn were
feut to the King of the Delawares, Buokunga.
bhela, who rold him he was forry they nad kilied
the men—that they ought 1o have brought them

to the towus ;- and fid, then if hey did nor like
the miflage, they could have kiTiéd themn there ;
they cauld not have got away fiomihe. The
Kingtold bim to ftay at the houfe wiere he was,
and not to go about, It the veung Indigns
fhould «ill him, tiil he could go down to where
his Indian biother iived, of whom he had told
him. [You will obfeive Smally had former)

been among the Indians, and was adopted, _ag-
ter which he had mnade hisefcape, and had been
away feveral years.] In a dayor twoafter this,
the Shawanefe Chiefs fent for him, who lived in
the faid town ot Glaize. Afier he had told
them what he could about the flag, they told
him he might go back to the houfe where he
{tayed. That he continued about 14 or 15 days
in the town ; after which he went down to his
brother, into whofe family he had formerly been
adopted, io the room of his adopted brother’s
brother, wha had been kilied ; he lived thete
till the corn was laid by (by which is meant the
finihing the hilling of i) with his brother’s
wife, his brother being out a hunting ; that he
ftayed there till after council ‘about eight days :
from this place, about 600 Indisns farted with

.a view to take Fort Jefferfon, expeéling to be

joined by othe's 16 the amountof 600. By
confent of his brother, who he made beQeve bhe
fhould returny, besfavout for Detroit; beingars
rived there, he wear to the commanding officer,
and told hima he wanted to get into the fettles
ments in the United States— wha informed him
he thould goin the firlt veflcl going from thence;
and at the departure of the boat, he gdvc him a
pafs and feven days provifionss The officer ufed
him with a great degree of kindnefs, and order-
ed kim to ftay withthe clerk of the Indian ftore
till the veflel was ready. That the veflel in
which he went proceeded to Fort Ontario; from
which he went to Navy-hall, where General
Simcoc lives, who behaved to him with as great
kindnefs as it was poffible for a man te do, giv-
ing him a pafs and {even days provifions; from
theace he paffed through rhe Genefee country
to Sufguehannah, at New-Town Point; from
thence to Violvey, where he lay fick a2 month at
a Mr. Amos’s, who treated him with great, ci-
vility; from thence to. Harny’-Ferry, where he
croffed, paffing through Carlifle and Bédford tn
the Monongahela, at George-Creek, about 120
milés above Fort Pitt; from thence to General
Wayne’s head-quarters, at Logs-Towa;  and
from thence ta Columbia, the place of his refi-
dence and family—where he artived the goth
December, 1792.

Mr. Smally tarther relates; that while he was
at the town of Glaize, he met with an Indian,
whotald him he had met with Mefiis. Joleph
Gerrard, Ifaac Freemnan, and a Mr. Lavara (as
near as he can recolle&t the name) a Frenchman,
who were alfo on an embafly to the Maumece
towns. . The Indian faid they came acrofs them

. about four days after they left Fort Walhington;

that they travelled with them about two days
and a half, when they killed them in the follow-
Ing manner : Firft they tomahawked Mr. Jofeph
Gerrard, then fhot the Frenchman, who was
fpreading out fome things to dry; on which
M. Freeman ran—that he himfelf (hot at him
and broke his arm— that he then came up with
him and tomahawked him,

Mr. Smally alfo informs me, that he faw fome
of Colonel Hardin’s things which were brought
into the town of Glaize, which he deems the
greatelt of the Indian towns, (this Col. Hardin,
with a Mr. Thomas Flinn, had alfo been fent on
an embafly to the Indian Nations) but dife
patched to the St. Dufky towns among the Wys
andots. The Indians informed Mr.Smally that
they were out a hunting when Col, Hardin came
up to them in a plain with the flag ; that after
they gotto camp, where they were altogether,
they confulted what to do with them ;. that they
were all for killing them but one, who infilted
to take them to town and hear their meflage,
and that they could but kill them when they got
them there; but as the reft were for killin
them, they fhot Mr. Flinn through the head as
he was fitting by the fire cooking; on which
Colonel Hardin fled—an Todian purfued him—
when the Colonel faw the Indian was like to
come up with him, he turned and caught hold of
the Iodian’s tomahawk ; that while they were
in the fcuffle, another Indian came up and to-
mahawked the Colonel ; that they brought the
things into the town ot Glaize, and fold fome of
them to.the Englith,

Mr, Smally is of opinion.that much the great-
er part of the Iudians are for war. He fays he
talked with Stmon Girty near two hours, that he
abufed him a good deal about our army, that
they were fo eafily defeated. Hetold Mr. Girty
he had come cut with a flag. Girty then afked
him what Congrefs meant by feading out. letter
to the Girtys, offering them 2 pardon it they
would come.in; that he damned them, faying,
I reckon whenthey get us in, they think to hang
us. - He afked Mr, Girty when he knew Con..
grefs to be guilty of fach a treacherous trick as
that ? He aufwered, whea they killed the Mo-
ravians, A

On afking Mr. Smally what he thought re-
fpetting the uumbers of the Indians at war with
us, be {aid he could only form a judgment from
the report of the Iudians—they fa they expeét
at the next battle 1o have 8000 ; gut he much
queftionsif they could raife more than 5 or 6ooo
amang the confederated nations at war with us.
Mr, Smally fcems of opinion that the Britifh are
uot at this time allive 1o aflift the Indians in the
prefent war ; he belicves they only give'them
yearly what they had agreed to give them at the
peace with the United Siates ;. but whether this
thould be coulidesed ritly as prefents, or as

R N AT AR




