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ON THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.
dln Oration; delivered by Mo Fofepl Recidyof ihis City,

at the, late anniver fary Commencemaent held at Prince-

toty New- Jerfey.
(coNcLUDED. )

T is the glory of Columbus that this great
4 dilcovery can in no degree be aferibed to ac-
cideat. In contemplating the origin of the arts
and {ciences, and thofe firft difcoveries which
have extended the knowledge, the power, or
the happinefs of mankind, we find that moft of;
them were the refult of fome fortunate acci-
dent, and,ias it were, the unfought gift of hea-
ven. Few of them were forefeen, and few of
them (yftematically purfued.  The difcovery of
Columbus was all his own. It was the effect of’
rational deduétion, the offspring of a profound
and penetrating mind. ‘But geniys, like his, is
a flowev rare to be ‘feen, and blows, like the
aloe, but oncz in an hundred years.

Itis not’ my intention to-dectail the: future
€ondué of this great man : his perfevering ex-
ertions to extend the work he had begun—the
wifdom of his eftablithments—is dignity under
perfecution, or the numerous virtunes of his
privare life—in alk; be was himfelfe—great, ori-
gival and {ublime ! yet Europe faw him difho-
nored and in chains, and meaply fafiered a,Fio-
rentine adventurer to beftow A ngmeé on the
world difcovered by Columbus.

The' beneficial effe@s of the difcovery of
America are vifible and ftriking. To trace
and illuftrate thefe would be agrateful tafk; but
the day, which haftens to its clofe, and the li-
mits afligned me, prohibit a particular detail.
Suffice it, therefore, to obferve, that this great
-event enlarged the bounds of human knowledge,
and opened'a wider ficld to the view of the
philofophic mind. Cofmography was impro:
ved; navigation advanced, diftant voyages ren=
dered familiar, and the whole. globe laid open
to all the beneficial effeds of an enterprizing
commerce. . The precious metals which flowed
into Europe fiom the miues of Peru and Potofi,
gave anew {pring to the induftry, and melio-
rated the manners of mankind. The native
productions of America, by augmenting the
means of fubfiftence; have contributed to the
encreafe of mankind, and has given to. Eurepe
a capacity of fupporting twice as many. inba-

" bitants'as it could fubfift betore. . To the fci-
ence of medicine it has rendered eifential aid,
und has enriched the materia medica with the
molt powerful febrifuge-in natute 5 und lait,
bot not leaft, it has afforded an afylum to the

_opprefled of all nations. America, hidden for
ages, is laid open to view, at the very 'time,
when liberty, “ hunted down in the Old World,”
“was panting for the afylum fhe found in the
New. Hither, the retired with our ftern fore-
‘fathers—here fhe preferved her facred fires—
here fhe beheld her patriot fons grow bold in
‘her ¢aufe, till in the fullnefs of time, fhe an-
‘nounced herfelf to the world, and eftablifhes

_ her empire forever.

Oh ! If amidft the fublime contemplations of
- brighter world, the happinefs of America can
ftill intereft the fpirit of Colwnbus. With
what elévation of mind muft he bzhold the
growing greatnefs of this New World. He
fees that virtue and fcience are the broad foun-
dation om which its profperity mnuft reft; and
he rejoices to behold the numerous feminaries
of learning which grace our land, and finiles on
the illuftrious charadters who patronize and
{upport then. '
[ Here followed the valedittory addre[les to the Truflees,

Prefident, Faculty and Students of the College. ]

Among thefe we have the pleafure of feei
your Excellency*, and you, Rev. and wort!
gentlemen.t—To your peculiar patronage are
€ommitted, the important interefts of yonder
feminary ; and we who have juft received its
Airfk honors, are bound to acknowledge your
artention to its welfare. To extend the em-
pire of fcience, and fpread its bleflings “‘o’er a
fihiling land,” are the benevolent objeéts of your
difinterefted labours. How fuccefsul you have
been, let the merit of our predecetfors declare !
Thofe who have fhone in the Senate and in the
field—thofe whofe eloquence blazes at the bar,

..ot beams from the facred defk—whofe talents
adorn a public, and whofe virtues endear a pri-
vate life.—~Thofe—thofe are your eulogiums,
and leave the feeblenels of language far be-
hind them. Oh! may we, while we read the
diftinguithed names that adorn the records of
Naffau-hall, from that of her earlieft child, the
CIOguent, the illuftrious Stockton, whofe memo-
Ty is ftill dear within thefe walls, down to thofe
of the youngeft of® her fons. May we, whofe
names fhall be recorded with theirs, like them,
do bonor toyour care. ~ Say, my beloved friends,
while we regolle® the victues of thofe who have
gone before us, do not our hearts barn within
us, to emulate their worth? Yes, Reverend
and worthy (Sentlemen, we feel a generous
ambition to repay your care, by a life of ufe-
fulnefs ; and deeply impreffed with a fenfe of

aur obligation, we bid you refpeéfully
Farewel],

* The Governor of the State.
t The Trufices of the College.

. [The foregoing elegant Addrefs, is re-pub-
lihed, by requelt, from the American Daily

Advettifer.'_]
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THE people of this country certainly:had: f-

2. versl great objects in view, which they hoped
to attain the more ealily by adopting the new con-
fticution.  What were thofe objeéts ? Eltablithing
public credit w s eertainly one, and a pl'l'\clOa‘:
one. To fay notMing about the jultice due ta n-
dmdual? and (he wi‘}: policy i the
for a nation to perform s promifes, it s pla
that there is nothing to be got nor faved cven ar
prefent by the fouleft trick a governmentcounid play,
thort of blotting out the public'debt ac cnce:  Fos
g‘ondr credit has proved-alveady of more value than
any {sving that could have been made by chewing,
By means of it the rate of ‘intereft is reduced botn
at home and abroad.—One per cent. interelt faved
is equal to a fixth part of the public debt torgiven
or releafed 1o the people of the Utijted . States, —
We pay iefs than five per cent. now ; formerly we
paid fix or even more.  So far then the confiitu.
tion. and the revival *of: credit-have anfwered 1h-
expctations of the people when they. ratified it
It haslcHined their burdens at leaft a fixth,— This
1s not all—we can borrow even at home naw st
five per cent. The United States Bank hes adtuplly
lent to'goverament at that rate iind a large fuin 106 A
Thic elpaciiuis uiclof ‘cvéry Way, to haten i
paying off our debt, and 10 provide for pref n¢
aud foture emergencies.  This power to borrow
cafily and on good terms is no hght matter, and
will wot be thought fo by thofe who remeémbe r the
diftreffes of thelate war. America had need ol
all ats faculties to fuflain it; €very. nervous cord
was ftrained and overftrained il it bad loft irs
fpring— yet all was want, confufion and diftrels i

lang, ron,

the army had neither bread ner fhirts nor thoes,— |

What would not fuch a government and fucha
ftate of credit as we now pollels have been deemed
worth could wethen have enjoyed them ? Would
not fuch a weighr thrown into our fezle whiletche
balance hung doubitful have béen expe@ed toturn
it in onr favor.—Mauch of the expencesof the war
might have been prevented by an orderly govera-
ment relying for fupplies on ready money. A Na-
tional Bank at fuch a time operating like that of
the Usited States woald have been ineftimable—
‘That of NorthsAmerica, under every difadyan-
tage was found very beneficial. :

Our liberty may be put a fccond time at rifk,
and a wife nation, purfuing the principle of (elt-
prcfewatiun, ought to prepare every means of [e-
curnity, It wasthe fayingof a good Prince that
he chofe his fubjoéts fhould keep. titeir money 14
theirown pockers, for he would (o govern them
according to their affe@ions that he could, com-
mand'it all when veceflary for the exigencies of
the nation, . Congrofs by pulfuing houelt meafures
tor. the fupport of credit bring every dollar in ‘a2
condition to be called for when wanied to fecare
the liberty and fafety of the counury,

This then was the point to be gained : It was
the great immediate intereft of the prople to gain
it.  Theie is nothing favcitul, no round about dif-
tant conjc€ture to be made much ot in order to
prove what has been afleried.  For want of a good
government and ‘good ciedit, our debt was going
on cvem in time of peace, heaping intercht on
principal—dill the intercft only amounted to no lefs
than thirtcen millions_of dollars. Congrels has
caufed the growing intereft to be paid regulary,
and already the fum of two millions four hundred
thoufand dollars of the debt is funk. As our im-
poits are increafing to a tuiprifing degree, the re-
venue will become in a few years equal o paying
off immenife fums of the debt. It may fafely be
2flerted that no nation in the world is more able
to pay off its debt, or has manifefted a firanger
difpofition to do it; perhaps confidering what i1s

due and how much is attually paid off,no natidu has

made greater progrefs. Whenit is confidered that
the government is new and the revenue of very re-
tent operation, the people judging from what has
been done have no {mall caafe to confide in the
power and intentions of Congrels to free them
from debt,

Itis firange to hear men talk of the debt asthey
do—as if Congrefs had made it, for the conven-
ience of having one ; as if the fir duty of Con<
grefs and the principal expefation of the people
were atrick of State.  Neither the debt nor the
occafion of it are yet forgotten, Therefore this
fuggeftion againft the good intentions of Congrefs
in providing for it may be difregarced.

When we framed the new government we ex-
peéted to fee the trade and manufattures of our
own country proteéted and encouraged. The du-
ty on imported fabrics has eminently advanced
our manufatures ; fo far the expeélation of the
people has been realized ; by this means we are
fater than dormerly.  In cafe of a war, an arm
might be cloathed, and furnifhed with gun.po\c;ﬂ
der and military ftores chicfly from our own work-
thops and mills. To thole who remember how
wretchedly we began 2ad indeed carried on the
war, thefe confiderations will feem weighty. Gur
trade ana navigaiion have rifen in confequence of
national protettion €6 2 pitch that was never be-
fore attained. :

A {mall force is kept up to defend the frontiers
againit the Indians.— To provide for the coromon
defence and. proteétion is one of the daties which
the people have evjoined. upon Congrels by the
conftitution ; yet this little army, not half a match,
fays expentence, for the Indizas, 1san overmatch,
fays cowardice or folly, for the freemen of the
country, thofe freemen \.mho laughed at Britith
and hireling German armies. 2

THele were the duties of the governmeat. Ames
rica bad a right to exaétfrom their rulers a per-
formance of them. The public expeéted, and im-
paficnily toa; to fee them performed. They are

‘| ey, figned ¢ A Citizen,” contains the following

refignation ; or that, floating on the popular.

| Thefe circumftances, taken together, prove,

sfoemied, fuccefefnlle +od

<ithont o) prefli 4 1o
e Pouatry. '

t On” the' contrary, the' eoumms
Browing in (weakth and people tefler: thug cver
Was known at any former period,

(;(‘rlr'nill perfons however write, not very calmly,
ggainlt all thefe meafures, and thofe who fupport.
ed them, and thofe ‘who exccute them.—They
bree that. they are antirepublican mealures and
founded in il defigns agawlt Lverty,  They are
told that their arguments conclude aganlt the
confhitution, as they accufe Congrels of the crime
of doing what the conftitution made their fpecifie
duty, and what all América cxpected. They coma
plain of this anfwer as fevere and not jult. ” They
{ay they are friends.to the conftitation, but oppo-
fed to the meafures alluded to. It will not be ea-
{y However, to perfuade us that men are in their
hedris friendly 1o the conftitution, and yct ene-
mi s to the meafures conforming to it, and to the
fenle of America when it was adopted.—Be that
as it may, the people have the happinels to fee
their tiopes realized and their condidion every day
unproyving.

FROM THE MARYLAND jOURNAL.

To THE PEOPLE oF MARYLAND.

. PUBLICATION, in the Maryland Jowr-i
fval ant Baltimire Advertifér; of It Tudf

paragraph : ¢ We all, as men of gratitude, arve, I
doubt not, interefted in the re-appointment of]
the prefent worthy Prefident; but as inen, who
1ave a fenfe of equality and a difguft of fuper-
vilions faperiority, are, I am in hopes, linked as
7 flrong chain againft ithe Vice-Prefident—1n fa&,
taking fueh for granted, permit me to recom-
mend Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, Efq. as
meriting the appointment of Vice-Prefident.”

To a recommendation fo pointed and unex-
pected, in Maryland, as that to turn out the Vice-
Prefident, it may not be thought unfeafonable to
offer a few remarks for confideration.

I abferve, my fellow-citizens, in the firft place,
that thofe men in the feveral ftates, who bave
oeen oppofed to our conftitution, have, ever
fince itseftablithment, inceffantly applied them-
felves to depreciate the character of Mr. ADAMS;
becaufe his abilities and principles were formi-
dable to their views and ambition; and becaufe
to prevent bis re-eleétion would be a point gain-

d,over the conftitution itfelf. Little fagacity
is requifite to perceive, that every man of abi-
lity, who can be tarned gue of the adminifra-
tion, or kept out of Congrefs, adds ftrength to
their caufe and vigour to their bopes; and that
againft the moft eminent of thofe their heavieft

mines'prung. To prove the juftnefs of thjs
charge, 1 appeal to your recolleGion for the
mifcellaneous pablications yon have read, and
travelling whifpers you have heard, calculated
to deftroy the well-earned fame of Mr. ADaMms.
Some of you are alfo acquainted with what vi-
rulence an anti-governmentfaction have treat-
ed a HamiLToN, whofe attachment to the con-
ftitution is unqueftionable, and whofe virtuc and
integrity are equailed only by his great capacity
and e¢xtraordinary powers. ~From the mafter-
workman in this craft, down to the meaneit of|
his laborers, each in his way, or in bis diftrict,
has fomething to object, to furmife, to infinu-
ate, that may irritate fenfibility, andlead tol

gale, may infe& that general efteem and confi-|
dence he pofeffes, which no patriot has everac-
quired-with greater purity of condu¢t, or held
by a more unexceptionable title. From the
{ame quarter alfo you fee fometimes to defeend,
apon thie Prefident himfelf, a thin and fubtile
mif, which would foon increafe to the folidity
of abfolute eenfure, was not the radiance of the
chara&er too powerful to be obfcured, and the
veneration of the people too ftrong te bear an
open attack with impunity. Thefe circum-
ftances ave notorious; they are to be found in
print ; they are in the mouth of ‘almoft every
antifederal from New-Hampthire to Georgia;
they are the ingredients of their incantations,
and the fpells by which they would transform
our beft patriots into our greateft enemics |—

beyond a poflibility of doubt, a fyftematic and
organized plan to drive from the adminifiration of
our- ajfairs all thofe who have refcued us from
anarchy, and reftored us to the dignity of men,
and the various advantages of an ‘efficient go-
vernment. It will not be faid, that known
friends to the conftitution and the Jaws are en-
gaged in the combination againft Mr. ADaMs.
I deny that any fuch are engaged, and call upon
:the oppofition toname a fingle individual of that
defcription, fave, perhaps, a few who know
Mr. Apams through the medium oply of the
mifreprefentations of his enemies ;.a delufion
which, in men of candour, muft yield to better
information.

‘I obferve, in the fecond place, that Mr.
Abays has been as firm and uniform a patriot
as America can boaft to have reared in her bo-
fom. In the firft years of our revolution, when
the colanies ftood alone againft Great Britain,
he a&ted a bold and diftinguithed part in fayor
of the liberties of the people. Congrefs, fenfi-
ble of his meritas a politician and patriot,
created him Minifter to. the United Nether-
lands. His celebrated memorial to theix High)
Mightine(Tes, the large loans of money he pro-

batteries have been raifed, and their principalf

r treaty with us and acknowledgment
dependence; which coft'thent the cap-
tare of St Ewflatius and a war ‘with England,
form 2 pyramid of fervices far more interefting
to mankind than thofe built' of ftone by the
Kings of Egypt.  View him next as joint Mi-
nifter to the court of France, and you fee him
confpicuoufly eminent for watchfulnefs, induftry
and talents, efpecially in negociating and bring-
ing to a cloft the treaty of peace with England,
which gained from her commiflioners a greater
extent of territery for the United States, than had
ever entered inrothe mind of the mo® fanguine
American to expect. Having finiftied thefe
high trufts, bhe was appointed Minifter to the
court of London, where, finding that he could
not induce them to liften to a commercial trea-
ty, on terms of egual privileges, like an honeft
citizen, true to the dignity and interefts of his
country, he requefted of Congrefs leave to re-
turn; previous to which, he fuggefied mea-
fures, fince adopted by oaor government, that
bave drawu from England a Minifter, to treat
formally here of fubjets fhe would not there
condelcend to difcufs. The knowledge he ac-
quired, in thefe feveral miffions, of: the interefls
and vicws of the courts of Eurape, fit him ina pecur
Har mowndrto Gll, o'the greateft advantage,
the ftation be now occupies, where thefe inter=
efts and views, as they refpect the Unjted States, come
fo often under deliberation. To thefe fa@s
may be added, that in his letters from England,
and on hig retarn to America, he exprefled nog
an equivocal, but decided, approbation of the
conftitution of the United States; and that in
his writings he is liberal in praife of thofe ftate~
conftitutions formed as ours with checks and
branches, and divifions of power ; thefe real
‘barriers againft encroachments upon. liberty,
hafty projects, and dangerous ebullitions of po~
pular bodies. Take for example his introduc-
tion to Albé de Mably's obfervations on the go-
vernment and laws of America. “If human
wifdom (fays Mr. Adams) can enfure the. dura-~
tion of the only forms of government which are con~
fiftent with the J’ig nity of human nature, the Ameri-
can conftitutions bid fair to be lafting; nor can
any thing, except an exceflive partiality to the
ancients,. prevent our difcerning their infinite
Juperiority to the boafled republics of Sparta and Rome.”
‘Again, ‘it is poflible that foihe few additional
regulations, arifing from' local ard other acci-
dental circum@tances, might bo made with ad~
vantage ; but of the exat propriety of thefe, it
is impofitble for any to judge, who are not im-
mediately ou the fpot:' And the princifiles of
thele confiitutions are fo obvioufly excellent, that every
one who underflands the nature, and loves the enjoy=
ment of liberty, will acknowledge them to furpafs every
thing the world has hitherto feen.” !

Such, my fellow-citizens and countrymen;
are the fentiments of Mr. Abams refpe@ing
our govermments, wlere reign fu’)eripxity of
rights with perfonal equality, and diftin&ion of
office without nobility of birth. Where, then,
would be American gratitude, were the friends 6;‘
order and good government to be “ linked as d
chain againft him," whofe principles, or political
creed, is no more than the expreflion or piture
of our own conftitution ?

I would furtber remark, that to bring for-
ward, at this late hour ‘guncmxfulted- too) one of
| the belt and worthieft of our citizens as his com-
petitor, wears rather a doubtful and invidious
alpe&. Is it done, it may be afked, in order to
| deprive Mr. ADaMs of ten votes, ‘and thereby de~
feat his eleftion ; or from a fincere defire to have
Mr. Carroll ele€ed? If the larter; ¢ Citizen™
ought to be convinced himfelf, and be poffefled o
fatis to convince others, thata fufficient numbe
rc;fele&ors; in the different flates, will vote to
place Mr. Carroll.in the Vice-Prefident’s chair;
for on no other ground could any rational Ma~
rylander hazard a vote againft Mr. Apams, or
venture to rifque lofing his ele@ion without
certainty of carrying Mr. Carroll’s. But ca;
any of you think it likely, or even pofible, that
the antitederalifts of New-York, Pennfylvania;
Virginia, &c. would defert, for example, Go-
vernor (linten, their favourite, to give their
votes for fo diftinguifhed, fo decided, fo un-
fhaken and incorruptible a federalift as Mr.
Carroll? To change Mr. Adams for Mr. Car-
roll, would neither promote their views nor in-
creafe their numbers in the Senate ; who then
among yon {o credulous as to imagine that they
would give a fingle vote to accomplifh it 2—
Whoever can believe fo, knows little of their
temper, and fill lefs of their tricks. No, my
fel)ow-citizens, Mr, Carroll or Mr. Adams fuit
not their purpofes, and are not to their tafte;
nor will they ever vote for either with a vicw to
their ele@lion, 1t is, a very different charater
.they mean to carry, and your efteem for Mr.
Carroll is ufed only as a convenient engine to
withdratw you from Mr. Adams. =

To thele obfervations I think I may venture
to fubjoin, that it is not to difgrace a worthy
and patriotic citizen that will draw Mr. Carroll
into the lifts of competition ; and to predict,
that if he ever becomes a candidate for conti~
nental favour, his merit and high qualifications
will raife him to a more dignified ftation. But
who can look forward to that moment, when
we fhall ftand in need of all his merits and all
our courage ; when the United. States will be
convulfed to their centre by embrio Czfars,

[ and thei
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cured under the eye of ‘a Britith Awmbafiador,

ftruggling tor empire, and fearcely faved by the
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