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FROM THE AMERICAN MUSEUM.

REFLECTIONS on the S'l*ATEV of the UNTON.
Concerning  the laws, whick intrench upon the riglts

of property.

T is not remembered that the a@s of the na-

tional legifiature have been deemed by any
of the poffeflors of any defeription of property,
unfavorable to their rights, except the pro-
ceedings in regard to the publicdebt. It isno
lefs curious than true, that a part of tlie ‘com-
munity affirm that the government have inju-
red the country by too niuch liberality, while
another part. charge the legiflature with im-
pairing the contract.

In taking a view of this fulje®, it fhould be
remembered, that the fiate of things when it
was taken up, was in every refpe critical and
uncertain. It was difficult to fay what the
country could perform, and more fo to tell what
they would comply with. It was perceived,
on the one hand, that as fucha ftate” of public
credit as preceded the year 1789, would ruin a
government more energetic than that of the
United States, fo its immediate melioration
Was a matter of the moft imperious neceffity.
On-the other hand,. the.non-exiftence of one

ne tent funding fyfem, yiclding a_full fpe-
cie intereft, in any one State, and a number of
painfal fa®s in the financial operations of fome
of the legiflatures, created a conviction, that
there was either an inability or difinclination
inall to render a fpecie payment in the full ex-
tent of the explicit contracts. Some of the con-
tracts were found not to be explicit, containing
promifes of large fums under the name of {pe-
cie, which it could not have been the expecta-
tion of the government at their date to dif~
charge, or of the creditor to receive, in coin ;
becaufe they promifed to pay as fpecie, what
was notorioufly much lefs valuable than con-
tracs previoufly liguidated at forty nominal
dollars for one in coin. . The pecnliar claims
of the original creditors alfo . were ftrongly re-
prefented, while. the conduc of every State in
the union, in its particular finances, bad dii-
Countenanced a difcrimination in their favor 3
and the eftablifhed laws of property were urged
agaipft a reduction of the owners principal :
quaftions were alfo raifed about the original in-
trinfic value of the money and property receiy-
ed by the United States, leading to the devifing
€4 Hew feale of depreciation. By infufing in-
to the propofitions for a fettlement of the debt,
two qualities—1 reduion of the intereft and a tem-
porary irredeemability of the principal, which have
coft the debtor nothing, and the creditor very
little ; by vigorous and well devifed efforts to
Tecaver credit at home and abroad, an arrange-
ment was formed, apd exccuted, which has
given better payment to the creditor than
could reafonably have been hoped. It is plain
to every obferver, that, but for the indifcre-
tions of fome of the public creditors, who fu-
peradded to the trials and fluuationsof a con
valefcent ftate of credit, the lats unparalleled
difficulties of the holders of the ftock, the three
fpecies of the public paper, taken at a mediym,
would have been worth the nominal value in the
market. Hitherta it never has been.

There yet remain, ‘however, in the United
States fome laws which affect the rights of pro-
perty. The operation of inftalment and valua-
tion laws is not tcrmina:ed in two or three of
the States. In twoor three others, paper mo-
ney is a tender in all or in particular cafes. In
fome quarters, real eftate is protected from ex-
ecution for debt ; and in others, the judgments
of the courts are fufpended, if the income of
theeftate bears a certain proportion to the cre-
ditor’s demands. Infome of the States pre-
ferences are given to the claims of citizens, be-
fore thofe of citizens of the other States, or of
foreigners : and a variety of il exifts in many
quarters, in the form of infolvent; laws. ‘The
federal conftitution, and thofe of feveral of
the States, have barred the introduionof thefe
evils in regard to new tranfa@ions 5 and the
States which are not chargeable with them, in
regard to paft affairs, have reaped, in the laft
three years, an ample reward for their wift
dom and virtue. Property may almoit be called
the palladium of communities.” Their moral fafety
at leaft is always at hazard, when that is un-
warrantably invaded. [In every cafe wherein
difficulties to obtain his own are interpofed in
the way of the honeft and induftrious citizen,
his lofs is not all the public injury. A fellow-

citizen—perhaps a menther of 2 legiflature (and
through him a legiflature itfelf) is corrupted in
his principles.

Concerning the public debtr,

When it is remeinbered, that the terms up-
on which the debts of the States were affumed
by ongrefs, are ot more favorable than thofe
on which the federal debt was funded, and when
it is called to mind, that the unaffumed debts
of all the States are lefs valuable in the market
than thofe Which were affumed, it will appear,
that the public creditors of the union have little
reafon to complain.  When the advantages of]

- the temporary irredeemability, and of the op-
portunity of inveftment in the bank are recol-
led@ed, the little reafon, if any exifted, appears
to be diffipated. On the other hand, when it is

remembered, that long after the promulgation
of the funding fyftem and of the bank, "the pof-

ceptable.

cates upon very advantageous termas, that Ll
United States draw a fifth of the profits of the
bank without tyrnithing any of the capital; that
the grant of irfedeemubility is temporary, and
fo perfeéily noznijnal, that we now have a right
to pay off more than we have mency to dif-
charge ; when it is alfo borne in mind, that the
terms given by Congrefs to the public creditors,
were exceeded (by law atleaft) in fevieralof the
States, and that two of thein have added to the
benefits, of their citizens from the funding fyi~
tem, without di c1iminating in fayor of the o-
riginal creditor, or againft the prefent holder,
the arrangement of the gencral government ap-
pears to be confifient with the public intereits
and with the wifdom of the State legiflatures. If the
fanding {yftem ot Congrefs has been thus equal-
ly juftand bencfcial with thofe of the States, it
has been accompanied with many advantages
which cannot be queftioned. Public credit is
reftored—in confequence of that, the contracts
for all public fupplies are made for cath on the
deliveries or petformance—the money, thus
eatly promifed, is paid by anticipation on the
profter of indubitable fecurity by the warious
contraftors ; and intereft in favor of the Uni-
ted States has been allowed for ‘the promptitade
of her treafury—half a million of dollars of {pe-
cie claims have been Aifcharged ; and purchafes
of the public debt, which bring theextingunithed
fum to abont 2,450,000 dollars have been made,
or provided jor—a feries of payments fince. the
month of September (required by the moft di-
tinguithed ally of the United States, in the late
war) L. ve been made to ferve the occafions of
their unhappy colonifts. Loans upon five per
cent. upon four and a half per cent. and upon
four per cent. intereft, have been effeted in
two opulent fcenes in Europe, folely by means
of our reftored credit, to repay, in the hour of
need, to tbat ally, the monies lent to the United
States in alike feafon.  All'that is due hos been
Paid, part of that which is not vet due has been
anticipated. Monies anxionily defired by
France, have been difcharged by means of loans
at alower intereft. Both nations are bene4ted
and pleafed ; but our country is honored by the
tranfaGion. To have negleéted . our public
credit, would have been to lofe thefe advan-
tages,

(to B conTINUED.)

FORTHE G/IZET?‘E OF THEUNITED STATES,

IT is very proper for a private man to rely on
his known purity of condué and principles;
and 10 it in fecurity and, filence, while the little
fcandals invented by the bafe, turnith amufement
to the credulous. - It would not fuit the cleanlis
nefs and dignity of virtue to difcompofe itfeif by
dragging the fqualid imps of calumny (rom thd
cells where they retire to hrew their, poifons and
to, fhon the hatefal day-light ‘The individual
perfons concerned in the government of the United
States, cannot fuppofe themfelves injured, noy
cven fo much as'aimed at, by the authors of the
impudent feurrility which has been peured out
fince the beginning of the prefent year, It has
becn aflerted, that a plan of the influential men in
the government to introduce monarchy and 2
defpotiim, and an ariftocracy, is not only formed,
but almolt effefted—and that the conipirators are
carrupt fgg;qlat(g{s, and breakers of public truft,
Congrefs, as well asthe executive part of the go
vernment, under the name of the court and the
court party, ftand' charged with this crimeas
mean, asatrocious.  Theaccufers affume no fmal]
merit to them(elves for having foanded the alarm.
They call lglcmfefvcs by a number 'of praife-wor-
thy titles—watchmen'for the people—friends of
liberty— old republicans, &c.  But is there 4 me.
rit in falfhood, is there virtue in indnlging the
moft malignant paffions ? Yet this, in truth, is the
praife to which the writers lay claim, 4

It is not ealy to conceive of ‘any men ont of
Bedlam having formed Ichemes (6 inconGftent
with each other as they have pretended to divulge.
A funding {yftem and a monied influence, {uppole
ftable laws, and a firm and inviolable protcélion
to property. . Yet fuch men ‘as thofe who draw
their income from the fource of the public faith,
are reprefented as withing to change the flate of
things, and to be at work to throw every thing
into confufion, and to put their all at rifk :—fop
what ?—for a dcfpotifm, fay the fagacious writers
againft government. ' A defpotifm 'to fecure ‘the
public debt. A wife plot truly. Thofe who are
fafe under equal and facred laws, are plottipg to
be fafer undera defpotifm, which would (rample
onall laws. * The writers aliuded to muft enter-
tain valt refpeét for the fenfé of a people, to whom
their mode of finding fault is fuppofed to be ac-
And the ariftacrats too ure {aid to be
in a box with the monarcf\y men.  Many a party-
writer has hurt his caule by taking mankind for
greater fools than they really are.

To many friends of good order, the inconfift-
ency of the charges againft government has ap-
peared futficicnt to prevent their mifchief, They
hare faid, the difcerning will fee the fallacy ot
their arguments; and of the unthinking, one hal¢
will be thocked by the malignivy‘and violenes o
thefe writeis; and the other half will not read
their pieces.  Theyargue a free government is of
confeguence pure. - Such are its piinciples. it will’
purify ifelf—tor flagrent wrong, done or intend.
ed to be done, would deitroy the confidence !
the people in thofe who adminifter the great of-
c=s, and that would produce the cHa‘ngc ot ofhicers.
Such a government, it would feem, might defpife

feilors

of fpecie might have procured certifi-

lefs extremnely iznorant-of their posrers, will'not
be excited to infurréftion and oppolition to the
laws by incendiarics, who infult the people, by
telling them that the government which they have
made and uphold, and which they are tfrequently
deputing their moRt able and approved nen to
adminifter, is a tyranny—that the people are
crufhed by an iron yoke—the few are lording it
over the many—and many other aflertions, which
are affrontifig to the pride of an American, con-
fcious of {reedom. :

It well becomes the dignity and purity of a re-
publican government to rely on thefe grounds of
fbcuritv, Rut tho’ a gnod citizen might {corn to
notice many flanders which affeé him/{clf mercly,
it becomes him to confider whether the calumnies
on the governinent do not threatenthe publiF tran-
quility—wheiher the confiitution, which Europe
confiders as their model and our glory, which is the
purchafe of this age and. we hope the inherifance
of the next, may not be brought into dawger by
the arts of its cnemies.  Some perfons (they are
few) werce made angry by its adoption—they are
enraged by its fuccefs. While the friends of the
Union fit fatished with the operations of the go-
vernment, and the people thrive under its proice-
rion, the implacable foes of the comflitution, and
of all erderyare bufy—=they meet' no. oppolition
except from flubborn falts—while they tell the
nation we are roined and enflived, and plundered
by lords and mafters, the g('m-raillvbgrzy and prof-
perity confound them. The friends of govern-
ment pay no regard to their virulent attacks, This
torbearance has been carried too tar.” The writers'
againft government deferve no very great regard
lor the candor or forceofthzir accufation; ; fingly,
they might be delpifed. But when they gather
into a rabble—when they join difeipline to rage—
when we {ee them in phalanx, evidently puided
by onc leader, 2nd, howevér they may vary theéir
movements, agreeing to knock dowa ail that is
¢refled, and 1o rafe the works of thenew govern-
ment to the foundation, and even daring to tel!
us that that is unfound, “and fit only to fupporta
rotten monarchy-—when we {ee fo much fyfiem,
induftry and perfeverance in traducing govern-
ment, furely it 1stime to look about us, aud 1o take
care that the commonweaith fufiain no damagf.—
The Icague againft law and order feems to have
provided itfelf with every weapon of offence. A
prefs is fct up 2nd fupported, no matter by whar
mcans, for the manifelt purpale of addrefling the
paflions of the people, and exciting ah’hurrrncc

| human heart nor farurity. Sutely the people wili

againft the laws of the land. The approving man-
ver inwhichthe infull 10 an excife. officer 1s no-
ticed, difeiofes the defigns of the junto—ot which
indeed they have furmifhed many orher proofs,
When the people know the maoner in which
thefe men vility their free governmeant -and equal
laws, they will be on their guard againft then
afperfions.” All that can be done is to g've warn-
ing of the meditated mifchicf,  You ‘canuot rea-
fon againft rage, They tell of hvad‘,dcﬂgns and o}
future dangers.  You can neither'lay open the

not, knowingly, concur” in the projeéts of \men
who dare to tell them they are flaves.-~that (he
goyernment is not in their hands-—-that they are
the property of lords and malters.  We natoraily
triumph’ in the revolution of France---bui that has
its enemics and oppalers within and without the'
kingdom. Do the French efteem thofe the bell
friends of liberty who vilify their conftitation,
who foment hatred and contempt of the National
Affembly, “apd oppofition to 'the laws. Yot the
writers againft obr free’ government affe@ 10 be
friends ot lbcrty, law and order, They have
the audacityto cant about ¢ pnh‘liranifm---whllc
they recommend doibinations 'and ‘com hittdes
1 refiit the Jaws'enacied by the people througli
their reprefentatives.

tovindicate the adminiftration, and to unmafk the
confpirators againft Taw aind liberty, feems {trange
to many, and Tupciflbous té others. . They do nor
generally know that in the filence and repofe of
our affairs, the enemies of hiberty, under a pre-
tence of zeal for it, are fcattering the feeds of mil-
chief---they are undermining the temple of frec-
dom---they are appealing to the paflions to deftioy
the work of our fober reafon.

People of America, the freeft and the moft wor-
#hy to be Aree on'the face of the earth— the mofl
infulted too by thofe who dare to defpife your
conftitution, which has given you a name, and an
exalted one among the nations—beware of ' falfe
friends, who cry liberty, but msan to oppofe the
Jaws, and ‘to put liberty at ritk. Be ftcady and
calm, ond remember that  when thefe men have
raifed your paffions as they wifh 1o do, you will
be in a condition 10 be cheated out of your privi-
leges. A REPUBLICAN.

FROM THE VIRGINIA CAZETTE.

I TEINK it my duty to inform the

communiry, that early in the en-
faing feflion of Aflembly, I thall make
A motion to recommend to the citi-
zens of this Commonwealth, thara
convention be called, for the purpof-
es of cﬂ‘ahli{hi;jg a fyflem of govern-
ment more congenial to republican
principles than thar by which we are
now soverncd, ;

Among many objects which ovght
to Le contemplated, this meafure is
prizcipally diciated by the opinion,
that equality and liberability of re.

thg landers of its enemics. Forthe peopic, un-

prc(‘ema:ion, are the fundamental

So profperous is the country, that the altempt |

]

[ pillavs oF Hberty—that ihe right ta
be reprefented, is the natural and un-
alienable pi‘ivilege of every citizen
who duly contributes to the fupport
of governmenr—and that the confli-
tution of this flate, if we have one at
all, is very repugnant to both.

Two objections will be advahced -~
firft, the expence of the convention—
fecondly, the danger of relaxing the
finews of government : To which I
obferve, that the expeirce will bear
‘no comparifon to the ineftimable ad-
vantages of a free and equally repre-
fented government ; and chat no man
of common underftanding, or know-
ledge of the tempers and wifhes of
our citizens, can be ferioufly appre-
uenfive, that they from whom_the
government fprings, by whom it is
fupported, and to whom it belongs,
will, in the neceffary exercife of the
natural and impreferiptable privileg-
es, feditioufly attempt to do any thing,
the evil of which will ultimately de-
volve on themfelves. it

No government can long be free
except one by rc»p‘r:'e‘('entatioxi', and e-
very ftep which a government falls
fhort of equality, it recedes from li-
berty, —Neither this, nor the prefent
inequality of reprefentation, can be
denied. ‘ 4

It will be faid, that the necefiiry of
this change, does not now exilt, be.
caufe Congrefs have under their con-
troul, all the great oljects of legifla-
tion, To thisit may bé aufwered,
that Congrels have cftablifhed an ex-
cife,odious even in monarchical coun-
tries—they have impofed duties too
enormous for a free people to bear—
they have eftablifhed an army, When
there is not the profpect of an enemy
againfl whom the army is to operate
—they have reftricted the free circu-
lation of newfpapers, by a meafure
-nnpr'e_cqf'd,ech, and extremely obnox-
ious—and if we are to conclade, in
future, from the paft, 1 fear that we
fhall be Jed on to experience the fa-
worite and Hiaéa/iéi(',m;{xiqi, ‘that the

exigencies of nqvc»rnhll_e“sll't’y"ﬂxou,'l_"d‘ Le
always equal to her refources. 'If fo,
and this principle fhall be the' bafis
of federai legiflation, we may expect
that araies and navies will “increafe
mpon us, as faft as'w‘e have the abilit
to pay their expences—nor will it be
‘material whether we pay 1ol. per an-
num, by purchafing rum ac 7/6 " ifi-
fead of 4/6 per gallon—nails ar 12s
linftead of 1os per M. or pay the mo-
ey diredtly to the collector or ex.
Qc_i{'ema‘n. AR P ;
Taxes througbout the world beget
|armies—and armies re-produce taxes.
Armies,whateverthe pretext for raift
ing them, have either been the direct
opprefiors, 'or tools of o preflive pow-
er, in every age and clime : And'al-
though I do not fear that the prefent
American army, for many of whom I
have a high perfonal refpe, can be
thus ufed, becaule of their own fen-
timents, I fear for future times: I
diflike the principle —I diflike the ex-
pence :—I know that a regular army
is not calculated for an Indian war—
that we have not another offenfive e-
nemy if we feek one—and that one
fourth, or lefs than a fourth, of the
prefent military expence, would keep
peace with our favage neighbsurs.

Such fentiments, under fuch ‘cir-
cumftances, induce me to think thar
we ought not to delay the internal
regulations of our government.

| HENRY BANKS.
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George-Town.
Numberof LOTS in every fitnation whick
A may be d¢fired in City of Wasu; NCTON,
will be offered for fale by the Commiflioners, on
Monday the 8ih day of Oftober next. - One fourth
part of the money to be paid down, the refidue in
three equal annual paymeats, with yearly intereft
on the whole principal unpaid,
JOHN M‘GANTT, Clerk
to the Commi(Tioners.
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