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CONGRESS.
PHILADELPHIA.

THE following communications, from th? Pre-
fident of the United States, were read in the
Houfe of Reprefentatives on Friday the 13th init.

Gentlemen of the Senate, and
Houfe of Reprefentatives,.
I HAVE thought it proper to lay before you,
a communication of the r1th inft. from the mi-
nifter plenipotentiary of Great-Britain, to the
fecretary of ftate, relative to the commerce of

‘the two countries ; together with their explana-

tory correfpondence, and the fecretary of ftate’s
letter to me on the fubject. .
GEO. WASHINGTON.

April 13, 1792.
et Philadelphia, April 13, 1792.
Sig, 5
I HAVE the honor to lay before you a com-
munication from Mr. Hammond, minifter p}eni-
potentiary of his Britannic majefty, covering a
claufe of a ftatute of that country relative to its
commerce with this ; and notifying a determi
nation to carryitinto execation henceforward.—
Conceiving that the derermination announced
could not be really meant as extenfively as the

* words import, I afked and received an explana-

tion from the minifter, as exprefled in the letter
and anfwer herein enclofed ; and, on confidera-
tion of all circumftances, I cannot but confide in
the opinion exprefled by him, that its fole object
is to exclude foreign veflels from the iflands of
Jerfey and Guernfey. :

The want of proportion between the ‘motives
exprelled and the meafure, its magnitnde and
confequences, total filence as to the proclamati-
on en which the intercourfe between the two
countries has hitherto hung, and of which, in
this broad fenfe, it would be a revocation, and
the recent manifeftations of the difpofition of
that government, to concur with this in mutual
offices of friendfhip and good will, fupport his
conftruction. ?

The minifter moreover aflured me verbally,
that he would immediately write to his court for
an explanation, and in the mean time is of opi-
nion, that the ufual intercourfe of comnierce be-
tween the two countries (Jerfey and Guernfey
excepted) need not be fulpended.

I'have the honor to be, with fentiments of the
moft profound refpect and attachment, Sir,

Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,
st P S e TH. JEFFERSON.
The PRESIDENT of the United States.

- Phitadélphia, April 11, 1792.
SR,

I HAVE received by a ¢ircular difpatch from
my-court, directions to inform this government,
that, confiderable inconveniencies having arifen
from the importation of tobacco in foreign vef
fels into the ports of his majefty’s ‘dowinions,
contrary to the act of the rath Charles 2. chap.
18. fedt. 3./ (commonly called the navigation act)
it has been' determined 'in future firictly to en-
force this cldufe, of which 1 take the liberty of
‘enclofing to'you a copy ; ‘4nd 1 have the honor
to be, with'perfedt efteem and refpe&, Sir,

& Your moft obedient humble fervant,

(Signed) '‘GEO. HAMMOND.
Mr. Jefferfon:

12 Chaf. 2. Chap. 18. Se&. 3.

- AND it is further enacied by the authority a-
forefaid, That no goods or commodities what{o-
ever, of the growth, produdion, or manufaGure
of Africa, Afia, or America, or of any part there-
of, which are defcribed or laid down in the ufu-
al maps or charts of thofe places, be imported
into England, Ireland, or Wales, iflands of
Guernfey and Jerfey, or town of Berwick upon
Tweed, in any other fhip or fhips, veflel or vef:
fels, whatfoever, but in fuch as do truly and with-
out fraud, belong only to the people of England
or Ireland, Dominion of Wales, or town of Ber-
wick upon Tweed, or of the lands, iflands, plan.
tations or territories in Afia, Africa or America,
to his majefty belonging, as the proprietors and
right owners thereof, and whereof the mafter
and three-fourths at leaft of (he mariners are
Englifh, under the penalty of the forfeiture of
all fuch goods and commodities, and of the thip
or veflel in which they were imported, with all
her guns, tackle, furniture, ammunition and ap-
parel, one moiety to his majelty, his heirs and
focceflors, and the other moiety to him or them
who fhall feize, inform, or fue for the fame, in
any court of record, by bill, information, plaint
or other action, wherein no efloine, protection,
or wager of law fhall be allowed.

(—414~)
: . Philadeiphia, April 12, 1792,
Six ; ’ =i
I AM ’this moment favored with the letter you
| did me the honor of writing yelterday, covering
the extract of a Britith-ftature forbidding the ad-
miflion of foreign veflelsinto any ports of the Bri-
tith dominions,with goods or commodities of'_:he
growth, production, or manufacture of America.
The effect of this appears to me fo extenfive,
as to indace a donbr whether [ underftand right-
ly the determination to enforce ir, which you no-
tify, and to oblige me to afk of you, whether we
are to confider it as fo far a revocation of the
proclamation of your government, regulating
the commerce between the two countries, and
that henceforth no articles of the growth, pro-
duction, or manufadture of the United States,
are to be received in the ports of Great-Britain,
or Ireland, in veflels belonging to the citizens of
the United States ? : :
I have the honor to be, with fentiments of the
moft perfect efteem and refpect, Sir,
Your moft obedient #nd moft humble fervant,
' TH. JEFFERSON.
The minifter plenipotentiary of ‘Great-Britain.

Dhiladelphia dpril x2, 1792.
S1r, :

IN anfwer to your letter of this day, I have the
honor of obferving, that I have no other inftruc-
tions upon the fubjec of my communication,than
fuch as are conrained in the circular difpatch, of
which I ftated the purport in my letter dated
yefterday. I have, however, no difficulty in af-
furing you, that the refult of my perfonal con-
viction is, that the determination of his majelty’s
government to enforce the claufe of the act of
navigation (a copy of which I tranfmitted to you)
with refpect to the importation of commodities
in foreign veflels, has originated in confequence
of the many frauds that have taken place in the
importation of tobacco into his majefty’s domi-
nions, in foreign veflels, and is not intended to
militate againit the proclamation, or order of
the king in council, regulating the commercial
intercourfe between Great-Britain and the Unit-
ed States, which I have every reafon to believe
ftill exifts in full force, as I have not had the
woft diftant intimation of its being revoked.

I have the honor to be, with the moft perfe&t
efteem and confideration, Sir,

Your moft ebedient humble fervant,
(Signed) GEO. HAMMOND.
Mr. Jefferfon.

Read in the Houfe of Reprefentatives the 17th infl,

RErort of the committee to whom were refered
the memorials of Jofeph Ceracchi, a Roman
fculptor,

THAT on examining the journals of the
late Congrefs they find the following refolutions
unanimouily agreed to on the 7th Auguft, 1783,
to wit :

“ Refolved, That an Equeftrian Statue of Ge-
neral Wathington be evected at the place where
the refidence of Congrefs fhall be eftablifhed.”

‘“ Refolved, That the Statue be of bronze—
The General to be reprefented in 2 Roman drefs,
holding a truncheon in his vight hand, -and his
head encircled with a laurel wreath ; the Statue
to be fupported by a marble pedeftal, on which
are to be reprefénted, in baflo relievo the follow-
ing principal events oY the war, in which Gene-
ral Wathington commanded in perfon, viz. The

ans at Trenton—The Battle of Princeton—The
action of Monmouth ; and the furrender of
York. On the upper part of the front of the
pedeftal, to be engraved as follows, ¢ The Unit-
ed States in Congrefs affembled ordered this {ta-
tue to be erected in the year of our Lord 1783,
in honor of George Walhington, the illuftrious
commander in chief of the armies of the United
States of America, during the war which vindi-
cated and fecured their liberty, fovereignty and
independence.

The committee are of opinion, that the honor
and digpnity of government require a fpeedy and
liberal execution of the faid refolutions ; and
that the plan therein propofed for exprefling the
gratitude of our conntry for the fervices of her
mofl beloved and illuftrious citizen, be exrended
to exhibit to pofterity, the trinmph of liberty
and virtue : The committee therefore fubmit
the tollowing refolutions ;

““ Refolved, Thart the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treafury, and the Secretary at
War, for the time being, or any rwo of them, be
appointed Commiffioners, to caufe the faid Mo-
nument to be completed, agreeably to the faid
refolations, with fuch additional ornaments em-
blematical of the virtue and heroifm of the citi-
zens of the United States, in effedting the late
revolution, as may infpire reverence for repub-
lican government, and cherifh that union and
love of country, by which this great event has
been atchieved.”

Refolved, That Congrefs will provide at their
next feflion for the payment of dollars per
annum, for a term not exceeding 10 years, to
complete the faid monument,”’

evacuation of Belton— The capiure of the Heffi.-

-

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

i

SATURDAY, ApriL 21.
the Secretary of the Treafury, on twenty-four petitions, re.

of them—referred to a fele@ committee.

The memorial of fundry merchants of the city of New.
York, refpeéting bankriipt laws, was referred to a fele&t com-
mittee.

A meflage was received from the Prefident of the United
States, by Mr. Lear, his Secretary, notifying, that the Pref-
dent did this day approve and fign “ An a& authorifing the
grant and conveyance of a certain tract of land to the Ohio
Company of Affociates.”’ :

The following written mefface was alfo delivered by the
Secretary : United States, April 214, 1792,

Gentlemen of the Senate, and -
Houfe of Reprefentatives,

I lay before you the copy of a letter, which I haye received
from the Judges of the Circuit Court of the United States, for
the Pennfylvania diftriét, relative to the ¢ A& to provide for

the limitations heretofore eftablifhed, and to regulate the
claims to invalid penfions.
GEO. WASHINGTON,

The letter referred to, was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Williamfon prefented a bill providing for the fale of
lands in the territory of the United States, north-weft of the
river Ohio, which was read the firft time.

An engroffed bill for raifing a further fum of money for the
protection of the frontiers, was read the third time, and the
blanks therein filled up—and upon the queftion that the faid
bill do pafs, it was refolved in the affirmative, as follow: :

A XS

Mefirs. Ames, Barnwell, Benfon, Boudinot, S. Bourpe, B.
Bourne, Brown, Clark, Findley, Fitzfimons, Gerry, Gilinan,
Goodhue, Gordon, Hartley, Hillhoufe, Huger, Key, Kitchell,
Kittera, Lawrance, Learned, Livermore, Moore, Mublen-
berg, Murray, Niles, W. Smith, Steele, Sterrett, Sturges,
Sylvefter, Thatcher, Vining, Wadfworth; Ward, White—3j.

- B g

Meflrs. Afhe, Baldwin, Giles, Grove, Macon, Madift
Mercer, Page, Parker, Schoonmaker, Seney, Sheredine, .
Smith, I. Smith, Swmnpter, Treadwell, Tucker, Venable, Wil
liamfon, Willis—22. o

On the pafling ‘this bill, Mr: Page made the following re-
marks.—If the bill were what its title fays it is, I' fhould be
the laft man in this Houfe to vote againft it—DBut it is fo dif
ferent from what its title reprefesits it to be, that this, added
to the objections which I have already made and heard againft
it, I fhall vote againft its paffage.—Sir, it is not a bill for the
protection of the frontiers, but for the'encouragement of cer-
tain manufaures, and of the fifberies, and for the encreafe
of the finking fund—it is a bill very different from what it
ought to be, and is about to pafs, f-orn what has fallen from
fome gentlemen, as a compromife for the affumption of the
ftate debts, and an encouragement to the manufactures and
fitheries—Such compromife T cannot approve of ;. and fucha
bili I cannot vote for—If it be thrown out, I think we may
bring in one to anfier its purpofe much better—It is improper
to entangle this bill with matter foreign to it—there is no oc
cafion to repeal the a& for eftablifhing a permanent reveie,
to blend it with this bill. 7

Mr. Vining laid on the table a refolution that Congl’efr

fhould adjourn on the 5th of May, to meet again on the firfk
Monday of

A motion made on Wednefday laft, by Mr. Gerry, being call
ed up, and in part agreed to, a committee was, purfnant

thereto, appointed, to enquire into the ftate of the recruiting
fervice and to report.

Mr. Boudinot moved, That a joint committee of both
Houfes be diretted to wait on the” Prefident of the United
States, to requeft he will recommend to the people of thefe
ftates a day of public humiliation and prayer, to be obferved
by fupplicating the Almighty for the fafety, peace and welfue
of the Union. Adjourned. &

i
MONDAY, Arrir 23.

On motion of Mr. Dayton a committee was ap-
pointed to bring in-a bill to authorize the grat
and conveyance of a certain tract of landto Jobn
Cleves Symmes, e

A bill providing for the fale of lands in the
territory of the United States, north welt of the
River Ohio, was read the fecond time, and com-
mitted for to-morrow. e

In committee of the whole on the bill profld'
ing for calling forth the militia to ex?cutﬁ_‘.'b’
laws of the union, fupprefs infurrections, and
repel invafions.—Mr. W. Smith in the chair.
Variousamendments were propofed fome of them
agreed to, others rejecied. ;

A motion was made by Mr. Page, to firike out
the fecond fecion—Another motion was.oﬂ’ere
by Mr. Benfon to amend i, by fubflituzing the
words of the Conftitution relaive to infarrec
tions, &e.—both thefe motions were negatived
after fome debate,

Mr. Steele moved to frike out the latter Paf:.
of the fection, which empowers the Prefident of
the United Srates to march the militia of 5
ftate into another, to quell infurrections, bc
in cafe the miliria of fuch ftate fhall reﬂ_lfc, or e
infufficient for the purpofe.—This motion occ:.
fioned a lengthy debate, and was finally neg
tived, i

M. Steele then moved to 2dd a claufe, Wh’c.
provided for the intervening of a feffion of%‘;’
grefs previous to the exercifing this power—
was alfo negatived. d

A motion, made by Mr. Madifon, was agree.
to, by which the fection was modified fo a8 !7' .
ftrict the exercife of this power, to the rcccf;l‘)n
Congrefs, and till daysafter the next e
fhall commence.

Mr. Baldwin moved another 3"‘3",(}mcnt ;:
this fection, which was agreed to, providing! i
information of any infurredtion or OPP"ﬁEm“hc
the laws of the Union, which may FEqREE tm,
interpofition of the military power, fhall becom
municated to the Prefident of the United Stat

ifrict
by one of the Adociate Juftices, or the diftrs

Judge. ’

. The Speaker laid before the Houfe a letter and report fr&m A

fpecting loft or deftroyed certificates, and praying a ‘Tenewa]

the fettlement of the claims of widows and orphans barred by -




