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_well known to be denied, that flaves often expe-
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FOR THE GAZETTE OF THE UNITED STATES.

ANY of the enlightened and humane have
for fome time indulged a pleafing hope
that the flave-trade, and perhaps flavery itfelf,
will at length be abolifhed. What events of this
kind time may prodnce, cannot be afcertained at
prefent. But all, whofe feelings and reafon have
not been perverted, muit be fhocked at thetreat-
ment which the unhappy Africans and their de-
{cendants ftill almoft univerfally experience in
the weftern world. Accuftomed indeed continu
ally, and perhaps from infancy, to trear their
flaves with contemptand inhumanity, flave hold-
ers feem frequently infeufible of the cruelty of
their conduct., Afk moft of the Weft-India gen-
tlemen whetber the Blacks are cruelly treated in
the iflands ? ¢ Not in general with any unnecef*
fary feverity,” they will reply, and talk of their
varions privileges—privileges which are them-
{elves the moft unequivocal proofs that almoft
every thing is denied them which canrender life
agreeable, and every thing inflicted which a ty-
rant’s caprice and paflion may dictate. In the
view of a Weft-Indian, neicher nakednefs, hun-
ger, exceffive labor, nor mangling firipes, are
unneceflary feverities to negroes. ' Tt is affert-
ed that-the Africans are, in the Iflands. ufed
s« with kindnefs and humanisy”’ and at the
{ame time acknowledged, that thoufands are
annually imported. How amiably mild muft that
treatment be which deftroys the human fpecies
{o much more rapidly than they propagaie!—
“«¢‘Sparta teemed with flaves at thetime of her
higheft fame as a valiant republic.” Ler it be
added, that it was cuftomary for this republic to
fendout her citizens at proper intervals to mafia-
cre coolly the flouteft of the Helotes, left they
fhould revolt. In the Weft-Indies, the flaves pe-
rith by millions, in a flower and more horrible
way. But let us turn from this difagreeable
profpect—let us next afk an inhabitant of any of
the Southern ‘States, whether flaves are there bar-
haroufly treated? ¢ Not at all (fays he) the in-
vedtives on that head are mere calumny and falfe-
Tiood.”” Enquire more particularly as ro their
food, cloathivg, habirations, difcipline, &c. and
you will find that 1heir peck of Indian corn is re-
gularly meafured out to them; a pittance juft
fufficient to prevent their ftarving—that they |
have the privilege of exhibiting to gentlemen,
and (furprizing favor!) even to young ladies, a |
grear proportion if not the whole of their glofly
Llack bodies—1that their hovels, when they are
not entirely deftitute of a fhelter, are perhapsfu-
perior to hog ftyes—and finally, that falt is fome-
times kindly applied to the furrows wlich the
lafh has made in their flefh.

The inhabirants of the middle and Northern
States will feverely cenfure the Weft-Indian and
Southern flave-helders.  The humane Eunropean,
and vnprejodiced American citizen, will in their
turn juftly account thefe very cenfurers, or ra-
ther fome of them, guilty to a greater or lefs de--
’gree of the fame barbarity. Who that bas re-
ided in any even of the laft mentioned States,
where there is a confiderable number of flaves,
has nat feen many a poor black deftitute of cloth-
ing neceffary to keep out the wintry blaft, or
even to cover their nakednefs from the eyel—
Who has not heard well auefled relations con-
cerning many a flave who has experienced conti-
nually the pangs of hunger, whom not ficknefs
itfelf could excufe from an exceflive and perbaps
nnhealthy tafk !—In whofe ears have not, at ove
time or another, the cries of difirefs and anguifh
refounded—cries for mercy anfwering the unre-
firained ftrokes of the lafh, which leave their
magks for life ?—While fuch treatment of flaves
proceeds from perfons dead to every emotion but
thofe of pride. avarice and paffion, reformation
from them is fcarcely to be expected. We can
but lament that the fate of men fhould be decid-
ed by fuch brotes. It is, however, 2 fact too

rience fuch rreatment from perfons who profefs
continually to obey the mild and equitable pre
cepts of Chriftianity—from perfons who pride
themfelves in their fenfibility of foul—from per-
fons who look an freedom as an invaluableright
—from men otherwife the moft refpeciable, and
women the moft accomplithed. Bur furely in
this view, feeling, delicacy, foftnefs of manners,
bumanity, Jove of liberty and religion, are all

ferted for thar wlhich is defpicable, cruel and

(ctrcurar.)
Philadelphia, April 16,1792.

SRR phia, Ap » 179
Il\' conformity to an appointment and inftruéticns from the of-

¢ ficers of the Maffachufetts line of the late American army, 1
have attended at the feat of government from the zoth ot March
to the prefent period.
The objet of my commiflion was to obtain a decifion on 2
memorial which they had heretofore prefented to Congrefs, on
the fubje& of further compenfation for themfelves and the fol-
diers who ferved duringthe war. Although in the firlt inftance
fimilar applications were expefted from thofe in the different
States who were interefted, yet that expeflation was defeated by a
delay of the communication contained in the ‘circular addre(s of
the 28h of Februaiy, and anidea that an earlier adjournment of

| Congrefs would have taken place.

Finding myfelf thus fituated, and confidering rhat the officers
and foldiers through the United States were equally interefted 10

| the queflion, I deemed it a mark of refpet and attention due to

them, not even to attempt a confideration of the fubjeét until they
had a fair opportunity of becoming ative applicants in the mea-
fures we had adopted, and of affording us theaid of their advice
and 2{filtance.

As a proper inveftigation and decifion of this queftion isof the
higheft importance, asit will afford relief to a large pumber of
our companions of the war, whofe diftreffcs are only cqualled by
their patience ; and s a upion of fentiment and of meafures will
be moft likely to produce the objeé of our reafonable withes, I
have it in particular command from the officers of Maflaichufetts,
to requeft a co-operation of the officers of your line, at the open-
ing of the next {e(lion of Congrefs. :

They will attend at that time by their agent or agents, and a fi-

nal decifion will doubtlefs be obtained.
As my brother officers in Maffachuletts have entrufted this bu-
finefs to my care, and as I have devoted fome attention to the con-
fideration ot the fubje@, I flatter myfelf you will not deem it im-
proper in me, in this communication, to, make fome general ob-
fervations thereon. : '

Theclaim of the army on the guhliq, in my opinion, is fo ﬁx-
ed in the unalterable principles of juftice, that they ought to feel
the fulleft confidence of fuccefs.

The people of America knaw, and the public records will ever
perpetyate the fervices which have been rendered, and the maoner
in which they have been remunerated.—An attempt to prove that
2 dimand of the moft facred nature ftill yemains uncancelled,
would be only to fhew that'a part is lels than the whole ; or lhfu
two, three, tour or five, are not equal to twenty. The <_:afe in
point indeed is ftronger than any which can beadduced-in its fup-
port ; and the feelings of every honeft h_e‘art will oyercome every
argument which fopbiitry can devife or ingenuity invent, 10 Oppo-
fition to the claim. ;

Were Ito attemptan inveftigation of the fubjeé, it would ap-
pear from the maft authentic documents that the public engage-
ment to the army was a certain fum in fpecie. —That certain mi-
litary fervices were to be rendered in confequence of this engage-
ment.— That there has been a full acknowledgment on the part
of the United Siates; that the fervices have been faithfully per-
formed.— That the public neither difcharged the demand in {pecie,
or in other property equivalent in value to {pecic,.—That the cer-
tificates, being unfupporlcd by funds, hqd_ no other valg: than
what was ftamped on them by public opinion.—That this value
was {an&ioned by the uniform adjudications ot the courts of law,
through the United States, in caufes relating to this kind of pro-
perty.—That the {ame principle has been rccogn_lzcd by the le-
giflatures of the different States, in a varicty ol inftances.—That
Congrefs themfelves, under the coufederation, were impreffed
with the fame fentiments, particularly in the inftance of: the fale
of the lands in the weflern territory, for a price greatly, enhanced
in confequence of payment being made in certificates, =

From thefe faéls it moft conclufively follows, that the claim of
the army is not chimerical, but founded in the clear aud eternal
principles of juftice. 3

1f thefe fafts and the conclufion which follows from them, be
true, what poffible reafpn can be given why we fhould not, ina
decent and manly manpoer, afk for our nghts? The prefent go-
vernment i: not only endued with the ahl]ity, but was fermed
for the exprefs purpofe of ¢ eftablifhing juftice.”—While the fer-
vices af thofe men, who cheerfuily endured eyery toil, h,aA(dﬂ\ip
and danger, which are incident to a miiitary life ; who perfevered
in the fervice of their country until peace and happinefs were re-
ftored, remain unrewarded, it can never be faid that this purpofe
has been obtained. The pleafure which every honeft Amcrican
muft feel from a refle@ion on the prefent proiperous fuwation of
his country, muftneceffarily be checked by a confideration that
thofe fervices are unrewarded whicli modefty nced not blufh to
fay, greatly contributed to the a:lajnmcnt of the public felicity
which is now enjoyed. Nor is this all,—many of the men who
performed thofe fervices are now (from th'e want qflh_c juft com-
penfation which-was promifed to them) pining in lpdlgcnce, lan-
guithing in jails, or compelled to feek a fubfiftence in the veigh-
bourhoad of favages, upon the fmn_uers of the _Unned States ;
while nearly every thing they eat, d(lﬂk or wear, in thefe d_xilrc(-
fing fituations, is taxed to pay the difference between the former
Jlow and the prefent high value of their certificates to the prefent
holders of them. : :

To fhew that thofe charafters who are entitled to the public

confideration can eafily be diftinguilhed, that a farther compenfa-
tion can be made only bv payillg the debt which a&uall){ exifted
at the time when the funding fyftem was adnpl_ed, that in doing
it no new debt will be created, and the purchafers of aliened fe-
curities will not be affeéted, or any interference be made with any
{yftems which have been adopted, I beg leave to prefent the fol-
lowing flatement. o 3

The army may be divided inta four claffes—

1. Thofe whole termsof fervice expired the aft of January,1776.

2. Thofe whofe termsof fervice expired the 1ftof January,:777.

3. Thofe who jnlifted in the year 1777 for three years, or du-
ring the war. The term of fervice of thofe who nlifted
for three years expired iu the year 1780,

4. Thofe who inlifted in. the year 1780,

The fitft and fecond clals have no well founded claims, becaufe,
there was no deprecation on the money at the time they were
paid.— The fourth clafs, perhaps, have mo claim in equity, be-
caufle the large bounties they received, were a full equivalent for
their {ervices.—The third clafs, with the officers, remain only to
be copfidered. — The depended wholly on the ftipulations of
Congrefs.—This clals having ferved curing the principal part of

vicious.
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the war, jeceived certificates in payment, the value of which has
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been fully confidered.—They returned home under the difadvan~
tages of having the habits of their forme: occupations impaircd
by their military purfuits, their property and conneétions de-
rznged and loft, and their familics involved for a neceflary fup-
port.—Thus circumftanced, neceflity compelled them to difpofe
of their. certificates for the current price in the market.

After the prefent government was eftabhifbed, provifion was
made for thefe certificates, wherever they were found.—By that
provifion the purchafers received an immenfe advantage.—The
public however faved a part of the debt which was originally due
—two per cent, for ten years on the principal of the whole debt,
and half the intereft which had accumulaicd.—This remnant now
remains, and in paying it no more than the original debt will be
difcharged.

The rival pretenfions to this remnant will be the original hold-
ers, who earued the whole by the {weat of their brow, and the
prefent holders, who have already received feven or eight hun-
dred per cent. on the money which they advanced.

Inthe name of juftice, equity, and good confCience, which
claim is to be preferred ? Every man will anfwer, that of the fol-
dier ; unlefls his feelings are fteeled againft every principle. of ho-
nor, good faith, and gratitude, %

This remnant theicfore, fo far as it extends to our own original
claims, may be appropriated with great propriety to relieve the
fulferings of the foregoing defcription of men. In addition to
this, there can beno doubt but Congrefswill be dilpofed to make
a liberzl grant of land in the weftern territory, for the fame pur-

_pofle.—for it is not to be forgotten that thofe va{t poffeflions, on
pote, 8 s ’

which has been founded the pleafing expeftation of finking the
whole of the public debt, are the fruits of thofe toils which the
government is uow called upon to compenfate.—1 have orly, fir,
to requeft you to take the carlielt opportunity to make this com-
munication known to the officers of your line, and I fincerely
hope at the opening of the next feffion of Congrefls, they will
think proper to make the application. I am, with every fen-
timent of refpeét, in behalt of the officers of the Maffachufetts
line of the latearmy,
YOUR MOST OBEDIENT SERVANT,
WILLIAM HULL.
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: CONGRESS.
P HYL A TELRE-A

HOUSE QF REPRESENTATIVES;
THURSDAY, Marca 8.

Debate on the refulution reported by a [ele@ commit-
tee—That the Secretary of the Treafury be direlt-
ed to report his opinion to the Heufe, on the beft
mode of raifing thofe additional fupplics whick the
public fervice may require for the aurrent year.

‘ ( Mr. Findley's [peech concluded. )

MR. FINDLEY—If, as it is alledged, the Se-

cretary of the Trealury framing revenue
fyftems, is better calculated to fupport public cre-
dit and gives the bufinefs a greater facility in its
paflage throngh the Houfe—I fay if this is true,
it proves the influence to be dangerous ina high
degree—Certainly public credit and the means
of {upporting it, oughtto depend only on the
will of the legiflarure, and neither on the wifdom
nor the caprice of a minifter ; indeedifit flands
upon apy other apthority or influence, it is not
fixed upon ftabie ground—for the legiflature may,
and will fome time or other, act upon its own
principles, and in this cale the change of fyftems
may be the more fenfible. Gentlemenare wrong
in argning from the old government to the new

—the old government was not velted with pow-

ers, nor pollefled of refources for the fupport of

public credic ; therefore the mnot fupporting it
cannot be afcribed to the miniller’s not originat-
ing the fyltewms.

The gentlemen fay that it is proper the Secre-
tary fhould be permited to accompany Lis report
with arguments, in order to explain the princi-
ples thereof, and ftate the facts with which it is
connected,—I1 wholly object to a minifter’s dic-
tating or propounding revenue fy@ems, and flill
more to his fupporting them with arguments ;
as it is carrying the influence of the executive
adminiftration to a ftill greater extent—The Pre-
fident has a confliturional right to communicate
information, to recommend foch bufinefs as he
may think expedient, and to exercife a limited
negative after the bills have pafled both Houfes
—Bur if the Prefident was to claim a right to o-
riginate a money-bill, it would be judged con-
trary to the principles of the government, and
dangerous to liberty.—How much more danger-
ous, and I had almoft faid degrading, is it to
transfer that power to a temporary minifter, not
chofen by the people nor refponfible to them.

But one gentleman fays that this is made the
Sccretary’s duty, by the law which conftituces
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