-

fhock, and I might not again be able to go thro’
the weight of bufinefs, which neceflarily follows
the command of an army:. . >

Although, Sir, T'am myfelf perfuaded that e-

very thingfwas done, 'in the courfe of the laft
campaigﬁ‘ihat conld be done on my part, fully
to anfwer the public expectation; yet it is denied
by fome, doubted by many, and known to” but
few out of the army. A wifh to rectify the pub-
lic opinion, and a duty that I conceive I owe to
myfelf; induce me to reguefl that an ingniry in-
to my conduct may be inftituted : when that is
over, I may hope to be permitted to refign the
commiffion of Major-General, which I now hold.

" Should the refult of the enquiry be that, in any

“

inftance, the duties of my ftation were neglect-
ed, or that I did not improve every hour and e-
very opportunity to the beft advantage, or that
the operations of the army, after it'was inacon-
dition to operate, were delayed ‘one moment in
confequence of my illnefs, I fhall patiently fub-
mit to the merited cenfure. ;
. To whoever may be appointed my fucceflor, I
fhall be happy, Sir, to give every light “and in-
formation my fituation, as General of the army,
or as Loveruor of the Weftern Territory, put in
my power to obtain, and to evince to you, Sir,
and to the world, that the confidence you were
pleafed to repofe in me, was not mifpladed.
_With every fentiment of gratinde, of refpect,
and, allew me to add, of affection, 1 have the
honor te be, Sir, i
“ " Your moft obedient fervant,

i - ARTHUR S1.61.AIR.

The PrestpENT of the Unjted Statesws .-

United States; March 28th, 1792.

4 Sir, , -

- YOUR knowledge of the country north-weft
of the Ohio, and of the refources for an army in
its vicinity, added to a full confidencein your m'-
litary character, founded on mature experience,
induced my nomination of you to the command
of the troops on the frontiers.

Your defire of reifying any errorsofthe pub-
Yic opinion, relatively to your conduct, by an in-
veftigation of a court of enquiry, is highly lan
dable, and would be readily complied with,were
the meafure praflicable.—But a total deficiency
of officers, in aétnal fervice, of competent rank
to form alegal court, for that purpofe, precludes
lrhe powerof sratiying your wifhes on the occa-

ion. i

The intimatidn of your readinefs toafford your
fucceflor all the fformation of which you are
capable, although unpeceffary for my -perfonal
convic¢tion, mult be regarded as an additional e-
vidence of the g_ood‘n:i of your heart, and of
your attachment to yotr country.

I am, Sir,
With, efieem and regard,
Your moft obedient fervant,
; G. WASHINGTON.
Major-General ArTuugr Sr. CLAIR.

. Philadelphia, March 31/, 1792.
Sir,

1 HAVE had the honor to receive your letter*

of the 28th inft. '‘While I lament that circum-
ftances prevent an inveftigation into my conduét,
by a court of enquiry, 1 cannot but acquiefce in

the reafons you have afligned why it cannot take p

place ; and I beg leave to prefent my.tharks for
the defire to have gratified me, had it been prac-
ticable,which you have been pleafed to munifeit.
In my letter of the 26th, I exprefled an inten-
tion of retiring from the army, when the enqui-
ry fhould be over.—The only reafon I had for
wifhing to retain my commiffion until that time
was, that if any mifcondué fhould appear in the
courfe of the enquiry, [ might be amenable to a
court-martial, which a refignation would have
precluded. The Houfe of Reprefentatives: Sir,
have dire¢ted an enquiry into the caufes of the
failure of the laft campaign to be made by a com-
mittee of their own body :—rthe fame reafon that
influenced me when a court of énquiry was con-
templated, operates now with equal force, ‘and
therefore it may be proper that I thould fill re.
tain my commiffion’; bur, as it will foon “be re-
quifite thar fome perfon fhould be at the head of
the army who is to continue to command ir, itis
neceffary, Sir, that I fhould inform you .explicit-
ly, which I now do; of my fixed refolution to re-
fign the moment the enquiry is finithed, fhould
no fault be found, that any embarraffment which
may exifl, with refpe@t to providing a fucceffor
for me, may be removed.
. Be plealed, Sir, to obferve that my fole object
is to give effect-to public iuftice, in”the ufual
"way by a court-martial, fhould it appear that, i»
any wianner whatfoever, the misfortunes ofthe laft
campaign can be attributed to me ; and it is the
proper, and I believe the only tribunal, where

military crimes and mifconduct can be enquired -

into and punifhed ; or where an officer’s reputa-
tion, infinitely dearer than life, can be vindicat-
ed.—Should the publicfervice, however, require
that'another officer of the fame rank with me be
appointed immediately, I am ready to make the
refignation forthwith, notwithftanding that it

(—402—)

may feem to proceed, and at a diftance will be
fuppofed to have arifen, from a fenfe that the
volume of calumny and defamation, which is
daily pouring from the prefs into the publicear,
has too much foundation for me to meet it,—that
I thrink from.the confequences and chufe to thel-
ter myfelf in a private {tation :—I am ready, Sir,
upon thisoccafion, as I have been upon all others,
to facrifice every private and perfonal feeling
and confideration to the public good.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant,
ARTHUR St. CLAIR.

The PrestpeEnT of the United States.

United States, April 4th, 1792.
Sir,

I HAVE read and duly confidered your letter
of the 31t ulrimo,

The reafons you offer for retaining your com-
miffion, until an opportunity fhould be prefented,
if neceflary, of invefligating your conduét in
every mode prefcribed by law, would be conclu-
five with me, under any other circumftances than
the prefent. :

But the eftablifhment of the troops allows on-
ly of one Major-General. You have manifefted
your intention of retiring, and the effential in-
terefts of thepublic require that your fucceflor
thould be immediately appointed in order to re-
pair to the frontiers. {

As thé Houfe of Reprefentatives have been
pleafed to inftitute an enquiry into the caufes of
the failure of the late expeditien, I fhould hope
an opportunity would thereby be afforded you
of explaining your conduc¢t, in a manner fatisfac-
tory to the public and yourfelf.

1 am, Sir,
With efteem and regard,
Your moft obedient fervant,
G. WASHINGTON.
Major-General ARTHUR ST. CLAIR.

-

Philadelphiay April 7, 1792.
SR,

I HAVE had the honor to receive your letter
of the 4th inftant. :

Although I was very defirous, Sir, to hold the
commiflion of Major General until the enquiry
by the committee of the Hounfe of Reprefenta-
tives fhould be over, for the reafons I afligned,
and which you are pleafed to think have fome
weight—yet the neceflity of the officer being ap-
pointed who is to command the troops, in order
to his repairing to the frontiers, is certainly
prefling, and ought.to filence with me every with
of a mere perfonal nature. I do therefore, Sir,
now formally refign the appointment of Major-
General. :

I have never, Sir, entertained a doubt that an
enquiry into the caufes of the failure of the late
expedition, whether directed particularly to my
condudt, or to that connected with other caufes
that may have operated ir whatever way it might
be conducted, would not prove honorable to me,
and fatisfacory to the public, as far asI was con-
cerned with it ; but fetting, as I do, a due value
upon the public opinion, and defirous not to lofe
that place in the efteem of the virtuous and in-
telligent of my fellow citizens which I havelong
held, you will not wonder that, under exifting
circumftances, a degree of anxiety, not only that
there thould be an enquiry, but that'every thing
capable of being mifconftrued, thould be avoid-
ed orn. my part., I will own to yeu, Sir, that the
defire of honeft fame has ever been the ftrongeit
paffion in my breaft : 1 have thought that I had
merited it, and it is all that I have to compenfate
for the facrifice of a very independent fituation,
and the beft years of my life devoted to the pub-
lic fervice; and the faithful application of my ra-
lents, fuch as they were, in every fituation in
which I have been placed, with a zealbordering
upon enthufiafm. I cruil, Sir, T fhall ftill enjoy
it, while thofe who have attempted to diftarb ir,
will be forgotten, or remembered with indigna-
tion, and in their bofoms, if they have feeling,
fenfations may arife fomerhing fimilar to whart
Milton has defcribed to have feized upon Saran
when he difcovered our firft parents in Paradife.

With every fentiment of refpect and dury,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,
ARTHUR St. CLAIR.
The PrEsiDENT of the United States.

_ Laft Tuefday the following gentlemen were eleéted Aldermen
in the room of the late F. Hopkinfon, Efq. and Samuel Powel
and W, Collady, Efquires, who had refigned, viz.

JoNnaTuan Bavarp SmiTh,

Micuaer Hinpecas, and % Efquires.

Francis Gurney,

The following gentlemen were cle@ted Common Council-
Men, viz,

Mordecai Lewis, John Wood, Beajamin Chew, jun. James
Miilegan, Tfaac Snowden, John Stille, William Wells, Law-
rence Seckel, Jofeph Norris, Richard Fullerton, Jacob Schreiner,
John Montgomery, Philip Wager, Edward Bartholomew, Samuel
M. Fox, John Craig, James Abercrombie, Robert Waln, Robert
Raifton, Robert Smith, John C. Stocker, John Perot, George
Bickham, David Jackfon, Frederick Kuhi, James C. Fither,

Godfrey Hags, Wiiliam Van Phul, JacobR. Howell, aud Robert
Wharton, Efquirds,

—
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CONGRESS. -

NG =S E-NAT E.—-Apmr_,.ngrz.

The Committee on the [ubject of WEIGHTS and
MeasuRrEs, Report, that it is their opinion,

A HE ftandard for the meafures and wes
T of the United States, be a unifor;lgrlt
lindrical rod of iron, of fuch length as in‘]a.yi.
tude 45° in the level of the ocean, and jn a cel-
lar of uniform natural temperature, flall e
form its vibrations in fmall and equal arcs, iy
one fecond of mean time. ;

2. That the Prefident of the United States be
requefted to have fuch a ftandard rod provided :
that it be prepared with all the accuracy Whicl;
the importance of the object merits and’ circum.
ftances admit ;—that this be done by actual ex. *
periments, under the parallel of 45° of latitude
complete, or by actual experiments, refified by
due allowances, under any other parallel, where
a fuperiority of means for accurate experiment
may promife on the whole greater truth in e
refulc. S :

3. Thar the expences of the meafures he fhal|
adopt for this purpofe, not exceeding dol.
lars, be defrayed by the public, e

4. That the ftandard rod fo to be provided,
fhall be divided into five equal parts, one of
which to be called a foot, fhall be the unit of
meafures of length for the United States,

That the foot fhall be divided into 10 inches,

The inch into 10 lines, :

The line into 10 points, and

That 1o feet make a decad,

10 decads a rod,

1o rods a furlong,

And 10 furlongs a'mile.

5. That meafures of furface in the United
States, be made by fquares of the meafures of
length ; and that in the cafe of lands, the wnit
fhall be a fquare, whereof every fide fhall be an
hundred feet, to be called a rood.

That each rood be divided into tenths and
hundredths. -

"That 10 roods make a double acre,

And ten double acres a fquare furlong.

6. That the unit of meafures of capacity, in
the United States, be a cubic foot to.be called a
buthel ; ‘ :

T hat each bufhel be divided into ten pottles,

Each pottle into 1o demi pints,

Each demi pint into 1o metres ;

That 10 bufhels be a quarter,

And 10 quarters a laft or double ton.

7. Thatthe unit of weights of the United States,
be a cubic inch of rain water, to be called an
ounce, and to be meafured and weighed inacel-
lar of uniform natural temperature ;

That the ounce be divided into-ro double fern-
ples,

The double fcruple into 10 carats,

The carat into 10 minims or demi grains,'

The minim into 10 mites ;

That 10 ounces make a pound,

10 pounds a ftone,

10 ftones a kental,

10 kentals a hogfhead.

The confideration of this report is poftponed
until the next Seffion of Congrefs.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
WEDNESDAY, APRIL IT. ~

The memorial of T. Fielder, inventor of a
apparatus to facilitate navigation, praying il
aid of Congrefs to carry his project into exect-
tion, was read and ordered to lie on the table;
as was alfo a memorial from the commiflioners®
the city and county of Philadelphia, .refpca"'%
compenfation for the ufe of the city jail ;—an
memorial from the merchants of New-York, 1€
monftrating againft the propofed augmentation
of the impoft duties.

A memorial from the inhabitants of the &
of Cincinnati and Columbia, on the little Mia
was referred to a feleét committee. ;

A memorial was read, from Signor GlUf‘PP:
Ceracchi (the Roman artit, who executé itn
buft of liberty over The Speaker’s chan‘)fﬂ‘ﬂ%
forth that he is ready to enter upon the ﬂ;ic
tion of a defign for the national monument,; 4
he fowe time ago laid before Congrefs. R¢

e towns
mi,

Fapre: ; feff.
red, together with his former memorial, to¥

Gerry, Benfon, Lee, Murray and Tucker.
Prefented by the commitree of

3 ‘on Bl”"
figned by The Speaker, the I\Cprer‘e)';.t::]di“g(hc

£ the Unite

enl‘n]lmeﬂtr’nd

and the bill foraltering the times
Circuit Courts in certain diftricts o
States.




