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SATURDAY, Maren 2.

The committee, to whom was referred, on the-

23d of February, the following motion :

"« Refolved, That the Secretary of the Trea-
fury caufe to be laid before the Houfe a ftate.-
ment of the balances, if any, remaining unpaid,
which may have been due by individuals to the
United States, previous to the 4th day of March,
1789 ; and whether anyand what fleps havé been
taken to recover the fame; and alfo a flatement
of the fundry fums of public monies, which may.
have-been entrufted to individuals, previous 1o
the faid 4th of March, 1789, and _have not.been
accounted for ;’—made a report, which, after

ftating to the Houfe the various circumitances.

that had ftruck them in the examination of the
treafury books, thc:y _csmcln(led by declaring as
their opinion, thatit will be impolfible to obtain
the report of the ftate of accounts contemplated
in the above refolution, during the prefent fef
fion, without greatly retarding the Cl!,l'l:ell.[.bllfi-
nefs of the department ; and thac it will be inex-
pedient to take any refolution: on the fubject
matter of the refolution referréd to'them.

Mr. Goodhue, from tae committee appointed,
reported a ¢ bill for enrolling andlicenfing fhips
and veflels employed in the coafting trade and
filheries, and for regulating the fame.

Mr. Findley prefented zine petitions from the {

inhabitants of Chefter county, in the ftate of
Pennfylvania, praying a revifion of the Excife-
Law. : : :
The Houfe proceeded to the confideration of
the amendments offered by the Senate, to the
< bill to afcertain and regulate the claims to half-
pay and toinvalid penfions.”’—Seme theyagreed
to, and difagreed to others.

Mr. Secretary Lear delivered a meflage from
the Prefident of the United States, together with
a copy of the return made to him of the number
of the inhabitants within the diftri¢t of South-
Carolina.

A report from the Secretary of the Treafury,
refpecting comper ations to the commiffioners of
loans, was vead and referred to a felect commit-
tee, confilting of Meflrs. B. Bourne, Mercer,
and Tucker. Adjourned.’

MONDAY, MaRrcH 5.

A letter from the Secretary of State, covering
certain acts of the government north-weft of the
river Ohio, was communicated by the Speaker,
and read—and on motion, referred to the com-
mictee to whom thofe before received: were re-
ferred. - ‘ ;

' Mr. Grove, of the committee appointed for the
purpofe, reported a bill providing for the finith-
ing the light-houfg on Bald-Head, at the mouth
of Cape-Fear River, which was read the firft and

fecond time, and made the order of the d'ay on

Tuefday next. : 2 . .
A report on the petition of the officers of the
levies late in the fervice of thg United States,

was read, which was in favor of the prayer ot the

petition. 3

The Houfe took into confideration the amend-
menis-propafed by the committee of the whole to
the militia bill. Some of them were adopted,
others difagreed to—feveral new amendments
were made, and the bill ordered to be engrofied.
for a third reading. : ;

A meflage fram the Senare informed the Houfe,
that they have pafled a bill providing for the re-
lief of certain widows, invalids, orphans & other
perfons, with amendmeénts, in which they requeft,
the concurrence of the Houfe. ;

A meflage was received from the Preiident of
the Uni,teg States by Mr. Secretary Lear, com-
municating to the Houfe the tranflation of a let-
ter from the King of France, announcing his ac-
ceptance of the Conftitution of that kingdom.—
Thefe were read and laid on the table.

~ A meflage from the Senate informed the Houfe,
that they Infift on all the amendments propofed
by the Senate to the bill to afcertain and regulace
the claims to half pay and invalid penfions—and
propofe a conference en the fubjects of difagree-
ment. .

A meflage from the Prefident of the Uniied
States by Mr. Secretary Lear, informed the Houfe,
that he had this day approved and figned a bill,
entitled, ¢ 'An a making further provifion for
the defenceof the Frontiers of the United States.”

A committee of conference was appointed on
the difagreement between the Houfe and Senate,
refpecting the bill to afcertain and regulate the
claims to half-pay and invalid penfions —Com-
mittee, Meflrs. Livermore, Murray and Kitchell-

The amendments of the Senare to the bill pro-
viding for the relief of certain widows, &c. were
read, and laid on the table. Adjourned,

TUESDAY, Marcu 6.

Sundry petitions were resd and refercd. :

A reprefentation from ihe legiflature of ‘North-Carolina, wa
sead, refpeéling certain landsceded to the Indians in the Territo-
ry Southweflt of the Ohio. . :

Mr. Parker introduced the following refolution, which being
fecanded, was hid on the table—viz. :

Relolved, That the Sccretary of the Treafury be direéted to re-
port what money, if any, now remains inthe treafury; of appro-

~ priations made previous to . the year 1791—diftinguifhing what

fumsvemain of the relpetive appropriations.

el
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Mr. William{on laid the following motion on the
a committee Be appointed to report a bill 1o ame
law, {o far as to permit the landing of falt at certain f
belonging to the fitheries—and to provide for the allowance o
drawback on the falt ufed on provifions exported.

_ The militia bill was brought in, cngroﬂ':-d, and read the
time.

Mr. Vining then moved- that the bill fhould be re-committed—
This motion, after decbate, was negatived—28 to 27. - The Houle
then proceeded to fill up the blanks—which being completed, the
2yes and nocs were called on the paffing the bill—and were ayes
31, noes 27. ‘

Mr. Gerry reported a bill for reducing the rates of poftage on
new{papers—this’bill propofes a redution of the poftage to one
half the rates in the poft-office law,

. A report was read from the Secretary of the Treafury, refpeft-
ing the difficulties which have occurred in the execution of the
excife, &c. and 100 copies ordered to be printed. = Adjourned

third

: BOSTON, Feb. 22.
LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Houfe of Reprefentatives, Feb, 21.
_ A Bill to incorporate Henry Knox, John Coffin
Jones, David Cobb, Benjamin Hicliborn, and
‘Henry Jackfon, Efquires, and fuch others as may
aﬂoc_iz'ue with them, for the purpofe of opening
a navigable Canal from any part of Connedticut
Rivér, to communicate with the town of Bofton,
was read 3 firft time, and ordered for afecond
reading to-morrow, at 4 o’clock, p. M.

_ FROM THE CONNECTICUT COURANT.

Meflieirs PRINTERS,. .= .
I AM a mau of nature—my ideas are not twifled

by the fophiftry of government-makers ; yet
I am for governnient, and here is my plan. 1|
have followed narure, and that fenfe which na-
ture has implanted in every mah. I would have
a government, bat it thould not govern me—that
is my firft article. My fecond is, I would govern
it And thirdly, I and .my government would
govern every body elfe according to my pleafure.
Here is a plan of three parts, as it fhould be and
which follows nature ; whereas every other
fcheme thwarts it, and may betruly faid to be
againft nature. 1am clear againft an Excife,
therefore I would not fubmit my property toany
authority.—As to my perfon, hands off. AmI
to be dragged about in the militia ? or in the
wars ! or to anfwer myecreditors (worfe than In-
dians) in the law courts ! No. Iama freeman
—and fhall government,'a creature [ have made
and pulled to pieces twenty times; lord it over
| me ! 'No, Meflieurs Printers, I give the world

vernment Haul in its horns, and regulate its mea-
{ures by my three articles of naturallaw. Iwill
' rail againft the debt—the army—the war—the
bank—the Excife—the P t—the heads of de-
‘partments. I will cry out re-publi-can-ifm and
“the rights'of man, by which Idont mean the laws of
the land, nor equal government ; but a govern-
ment agreeableto my three articles. * 1 will hold
forth loudly about republican virtue and equa-
lity—I will inveigh mightily againft public faith
—when I am tired of going on foot I will get up
and ride on confolidation. . The ftate  govern-
ments fhall be fo wife, fo pure, {o free, fo'modeft
.and fo much in danger, that I will advife the

and give. it to the large ftates. Congrefs-and the
public efficers thall be painted like devils, except
there{hould be found any of them who are among
us who write in the newfpapers, like Caius, &c.
thefe I will praife in poetry and profe. In my
next I will fend you:a new fong, in which fome
of my heroes are celebrated, to the tune of 04
my kitty, my deary. WHISKY.

Philadelphia, March 7.

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

It is hardly poffible to conceive that a miore
favorable opportunity than'the prefent will ever
occur of eftablifbing free fchools in this com-
monwealth. The public Treafury is full and
flowing ; fo thac pecuniary aid can be immedi-
arely afforded if neceflary, to asgreatananiount
as may be expected at any future period. But
it is prefumed that difburfements from the pub-
lic Treafury will not be neceflary. It may be
queftioned whether on the plan of County Schools
appropriations of this kind, would be.equnab.le
or juft. The income of the State applied to dif-
charge its debts, fupport the government, and
for other general purpofes, fo fa.r as it goes, will
fupercede the neeeflity of taxation for thofe ob-
jects : the way then appears to be fairly open
for an zniverfal tax to {upport an t/{uwrfal plan
of education, fo far as to comprehend READING,
WRITING, GRAMMAR and ARITHMETIC. ;

It ought to be taken for granted by all legifla-
tive bodies that the people will be pieafed with

conduce to their intereft—bur, the public fenti-
ment is, and muft continue to be in favor of a
general diffafion of knowledge—this they know
cannot be obtained without expence ; and the
fupi}oﬁtion ought not to be made that they would
not chearfully incur ir, much lefs fupercede an
experiment in the cafe, =

notice that I will fill the newf{papers full till go-

fmall ftates to take away power from Congrefs

meafures which reafon and experience fhew will |

The eftablifiment of county fchools or ACA«
PEMIES, will' not be of univer/al utility—they
will benefit the more wealthy part of the com-
munity—and by the accommodation they afford
to this clafs, will leffen the number of thole who
feelinterefted in a more general plan—and,in the
fame proportion, procraftinate the period when
a fyltem for the poor as'well as the vich, {ball be
adopred. :

It is an imputation on the good fenfe of the
people, tofuppofe that they would not wich chear-
fulnefs pay a tax for the fupport of learning—
for it muft occur to them that the rich wiil pay
more than their proportion, when they confider
that the major part of children are the inheri-
tance of the poor and middling claffes of citizens.

The plan of education here contemplated is,
that every perfon who paysatax, however finall,
fhall have an egual right to the benefit of this free
and univerfal inftitution.

The wealthy are interefted peculiarly in this
work of benevolence; for the kiiowledge of the
people is the [ecurity of tranquility under a juft
government—without knowledge, they cannot
appreciate the value and importance of govern-
ment—and hence the pofieflions of the rich,
among an iguorant people, are held by a very pre-
carious tenure—unlefs the people are flaves.

The poor and middling clafles are deeply in-
terefted in this public provifion for the education
of their children—For it is tantalizing to fay that
there fhall be no diftinétions of® ranks, or exclu-
five privileges—and that the avenues to the pofts
of honor and profit under the ftate and general
governments, fhall be accefiible to all, without
diftin@ion, who poflefs talents and virtue—while
the paths of learning are not, and cannot be trod-
den by the poor.

There is a double fecurity to.the liberties of
the people derived from their being well. inform-
ed—The firft is, it leads legiflators to be cautions
in enacting laws, left they infringe on the rights
of man—and fecondly, it enables the people to
difcern the more fpeedily thofe errors or defigns
of an adminiftration which have an unfavorable
afpect on the public intereft and happinefs. .

PEIIR,
Some old fable tells us, that Jupiter wasfo much

‘teazed by the prayers of mankind, thatatlength

he refolved to grant them whatever they afked.
But the {pirit of difcontent was fo far from being.

.allayed by it, that it broke out in murmurs more

than ever. If this tale were of modern date, we
fhould believe the aunthor had intended a fling
at us. g . } :
Some time ago, before the new government
was put in motion, all the cry was—we are a poor -
diftrefled nation—there is no money, &c.
revenue and finances are put into order, creditis
revived, and money is plenty—and now the cry
islouderthan ever.—We are too richta e free.—
Money is too plenty—the people will net work
to earn it. ] 2 :
The Lanfingburgh paper fays, that on the no-
mination of the Hon. Judge Jay, and Mr. Van
Ranfellaer, as Governornor and Lieutenant-Go-
vernor of the State of New-York, ata large meet-
ing of the citizens of Albany, only s diflentients
appeared—and that the fame unanimity in their
favor appeared in every place from whence in-
formation had been received. : o

PRICE CURRENT.—PUBLIC SECURITIES.
FUNDED DEBT.

6 pr. Cents 25/ pr. ¥. 125 pr.cent.
3 pr. Cents 146 724 do.
Defered 6 pr. Cents 1 : 75 do.
3 UNFUNDLD DEBT. :
Final Settl. and other Certificates’ 22f . 110 dq.
Indents 14 70 do.

half fhares Bank Stock—105 per cent prcpium.

CONTRACTS.

“TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 6, 1792.

NOTICE is hereby given, that Propofals will be recevedgt -

the Office of the Secretary of the Treafury, until 5 o’clock
in the afternoon of Wednefday the 21ft day of March inftant, for
the fupply of the following articles of Clothing for the Troops
in the fervice of the United States, viz.
! For the INFANTRY and ARTILLERY.

4,608 hats 18,460 fhi_rts
4,608 coats 7,956 pairs of focks.
4,608 velts 4,608 blankets

8,668 woolen overalls 4,608 ftocks
9,216 linen  ditto 4,608 ftock clafps
18,376 pairs of fhoes 4,608 pairs of buckles,
For the CAVALRY. s

640 do. of ftockings

320 caps >
320 coats 1,280 fhirts
320 vells 320 blankets :

320 ftocks

320 pairs leather breeches
320 ftock clafps.

640 do. of boots
320 do. of fpurs 3 Lt
Alfo, 1,200 rifle fhirts, to be made of Ruffia fheeting.’
. OF the above clothing, five hundred fuits are to be delivered on
the 15th day of April next; one thoufand fuits on the 15th day
of May next; one thoufand five hundred fuits on the 15th day of
June next; and the remainder on the 15th day of July next.—
The place of delivery may be either at New-York, Philadelphia
or Baltimore, at the option of the contraltor or conua&qrq.
Propofals will bereccived for the whole of the above mentiened
clothing, or for any one component article feparately; to be fur-
nifhed agreeably to patterns or {pecimens, which may be feen at
the War Office. 5
Good fecurity for the pun&ual and faithful performance of the
contra& will be required. The payments will be on the delivery
of the clothing; or, if neceffary, fuch reafonable advances will bz
made as may be defired.
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