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great a number o
“'zens ! Who put themfelves under the command

relina, and prior to the date of his letters, he

_was furnifhed with the moft indubitable and per-

fect information, velative (o the firength of the
enemy, and the fupport he might dcpend_‘ upon
in men and refources ; and thisinformation was
founded on experiment and actoal obfervation,
made on the {pot by myielf and hundreds of o-
thers paffing through the whole country, vifiting
almoft every peft, and immediately under my
command, and communicated by letters as well

_ as perfonal information from officers of confide-

ration and diftinétion, fent for that purpofe,who
are at this day living and well acquainted with
the facts ; ready to vouch, that the fupport giv-
en, far exceeded any thing that was promifed to
General Greene, provided that he would return
to South-Carolina.

In the fame letter it is alfo aflerted, that there
were but very few militia in the field, thole not
to be depended uvpon, having it in view rather
to plunder and accumulate the miferies and dif-
trefles of the country,than to giveany fupport to
the independence of the United States : and a-

- gain, that we were contending with more than

five times our number, and amongft a people

much more in the enemy’s intereft than our’s,
that the ftate mufl and will inevirably fall with-
out the immediate affiftance of foreign aid—that
he has it only in his power to keep up appear-
ances, without the profpect or hope of fuccefs.
In oppofition to this account of the ftate of af-
fairs, Gen. Sumpter faid, that fo far from the
numbers of the enemy being five times greater,
or that the people of the country were more 1n
their intereft than ours, or that they were fo
infamoufly difpofed ; he would take upon him
to declare that the reverfe was the fact; and
that the account above ftated was not founded in
truth. It is a notorious fact, that the greateft
collected force of the Britith at Cambden, was
not more thana thoufand effe¢tive men,or twelve
hundred going to the extent ; and fuch was the
fitvation of that poft that no aid or affiftance
from any direction could be given, alltheir other
pofts, in the interior part of the ftate, being at
that time invefted. Againft this force we had
then collected in the vicinity of Cambden more
than 3500 effective men, wellappointed and moft
happily difpofed for attacking or cutting off Lord
Rawdon’s retreat to Charlefton, which could
have been, and ought to have been effected. This,
“Mr. Chairman, muft prove that the number of
militia was very refpeciable, and conftituted by
far the greateft and moft eflicient force for that
particalar fervice. Shall fuch abufe then be fuf-
_fered to remgin af&'gma on the characters of {o
‘refpectable and patriortic citi-

of Marion and Sumpter, and who, under every
difadvantage, in a country over run by a power-
ful foe, unfupported, unprotecied by their own
government, unknown or nnattended to by the
general government, thos fubject to every incon-
venience or difcotiragement, and only fupported
by their own zeal and pairiotifm, and by a fenfe
of love and duty to their country.

1 fay, Sir, that under all thefe unfaverable cir-
cumitances, the citizens of that country did af-
femble, and equip themfelves, eitherattheirown
expence, or by the importance of their fervices,
and continued their unremitting exertions, for
more than ten months preceding the date of the
letteys : they were feparated fromtheir families
aud connections, doomed and obliged to fubfift
on what could be obtained within the enemy’s

Jines. How then can the accounts given in the
letters, juft quoted, be reconciled with thefe
fadts ! Are fuch men to be traduced and calum-
niated in a ftile that would dithonor ruffians ?
The very communications of Gongrefs, offering thanks
to the Militia, were [uppre(fed, when even thofz ac-
knowledgements would have been grateful and ani-
mating to them. The extraordinary exertions

. made by the North-Carolina militia, of which
Gen. Sumpter faid he was a witnefs, entitled
them tothe approbation and thanks oftheir coun-
try, and not ro fach inveciives and afperfions as
are lavithed in thofe letters.

Ave thefe to be the rewards of merit and he-
roifin, for rifks and lofles, for fervices and facri
fizes of property and life, for expofing themfelves
to every danger, and \vnhholding nuthing that
could promote the pnblic intereft ? Is this can-
dor, Mr. Chairman, to traduce fuch charadters ?
or is it not ca]nmny,_mvolvmg every epither of
the blackelt opprobrium ?

Having thus far tated the circumftances, and
eompared them with the misftatemen:s comx"nnni-
cated by Gen. Greene in the letters alluded to
Gen. Sumpter concluded by faying, that if thé
committee thould be of opinion, thar the proofs
he had now brought forward were fadis to bé
relied on, they muft operate as evidence :0 inva.
Jidate other communications from the fame ﬂmr;e
and authority, and verify his firft affertion, (har
thofe letters do not contain a true ﬁareme’m of
the fitvation of public affairs at the time they
Wwere written. §

CONGRESS.
PHIEADELIRTA,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
FRIDAY, Fesruary 3, 1792. _
In committee of the whole, on the Fifbery Bill.
[conTinuED.]
MR. GERRY having moved to ftrike out the
words ¢ bounty allowed” in order to in-
ferc ¢ allowance made” by way of accommoda-
tion,

Mr. Murray obferved, that the queftion was,
whether a bounty fhould be given for the encoun-
ragement of the fifhery : the amendment pro-
pofed by the gentleman from Maffachuferts (Mr.
Gerry) did not alter the principle—it was ftill
¢ the old cockek hat” on theone hand, and on the
other, “ the cocked old hat : the gentleman from
Pennfylvania (Mr. Fitzfimons) had afferted, that
Congrefs have a right to alter ‘the drawbacks,
and allow them inany other mode, by which the
citizens may receive back their own money : but
this is not a cafe of that nature; forthe bill fays,"
¢ in cafe the moniesappropriated (for the payment
of the duties) fhall be inadequate, the deficiency
fhall be fupplied from the treafury ;’ here the
treafury is pledged for the payment of the boun-
ties ; and the queftion is, not on the principle of
changing the drawback, but the giving encoo-
ragement to a particolar branch, at the expenfe
of the community at large.

Mr. Barnwell obferved (among other things)
that thofe who are beft acquainted with the fith-
eries, look on the propofed mode of encourage-
ment as the beft ; and that they ought to be al-
lowed to ufe the gifis of the public in the moft
advantageous mauner :—that, if he were him-
felf concerned in the cultivation of any particu-
lar commodity, far the encouragement of which
a fum were granted, he would be much furprifed
to meet a refufal, in cafe he fhould come for-
ward, and propofe fome more effectual mode of
applying that grant :—that even if the bounries
fhould happen to exceed the drawbacks, by 8 or
1o thoufond dollars, the number of feamen to be
maintained would be well worth that fum ;—that
whenever the two houfes of Congrefs and the
Prefident of the United States are of opinion,
that the general welfare will be promoted by
raifing any fum of money, they have an undoubt-
ed right to raife it, provided that the taxes be
uniform ; —that although ir may not at prefent
be an object of great confequence to America to
become a maritime power, yet it is of fome im-
portance to have conftantly at hand a nurfery of
feamen, to furnith our merchants withthe means
of tranfporting their commoditiesacrofs the fea;
that whatever allowance or bounty is granted
upon any particular commodity, muft ever be
paid by the whole, for the advantage of a part,
whether it be upon cotton to the fouthward, up-
on fifh to the eaftward, or upon other commodi-
ties in the middle States ;—rthat, if the people
cannot have fo much coufidence in their repre-
fentatives, as to truft them with the power of
granting bounties, the government mut be a
very paltry one indeed. The object of the bill,
he faid, was only to allow to the filhermen, in
the manner that would be moft beneficial to them,
the fame fam, that would otherwife be allowed :
—if however, from time and experience, it
fhould appear that this bounty proved au impo-
fition on government, he would not hefitate to
revoke it.

Mr. Gerry. The State of Maflachufetts afks
nothing more, than equal joftice. We do not
come forward, to requeft favors from the United
States: we only wifh, that the fame {yftem, which
is applied to other parts of the union, may be
applied to us. But in examining this queftion,
we with that gendemen would not make diftine-
tions, which will notadmit of a difference.

The propofed allowance has been called a
bounty on occupation, and is faid to be very dif-
ferf:nt from that encouragement, which is the
incidental refult of a general commercial fyftem :
—but in reality itis no bounty :—a bounty is a
grant, made withoutany confideration whatever,
as an equivalent ; and I have no idea of a boun-
ty, which admits of receiving from the perfon,
on whom it is conferred, the amount of what is
granted. We have impofed a duty on falt, and
thereby draw a certain fum of money from the
filhermen :—the draw back is, in all inftances,
the amount of the money received :—this is all
we afk ; and we afk it for a fer of men, who are
as well entitled to the regard of government, as
any other clafs of citizens.

It has been fuppofed, that theallowance, made
to the fithermen, will amount to a greater f{um,

than the drawback on the e
fith : but I think it has been ¢
this will not be the cafe :—op
prefumable, that the drawbac
on the whole exceed the fum,
to be allowed to the fifherme
mi'%ll;t be‘more, fometimes lefs.
"c calculation is made on gener inci
and it is impoffibie to calcular% to :lﬁl:\n;lcc?m;
the quantity of falr, to be expended 0:% ‘hecggth:
cannot be minutely afcerrained : but this was not
heretofore confidered as a (ufficient reafon 5 n}:)[
Congrefs fhould refufe to allow the drawlh )
they allowed i i i A
ey ir, though in a different fha
It is now propofed to make a further Comn'::r.
tion : gentlemen call this a bounty on peey .
tion :—bur js there any propofition made ?:'

B T
paying to the filhermen, or other perfons con
cerned in the fifhery, any foms, which we b“.
not previoufly received tromthem ? i
the cafe, it would indeed be a bo
we beforehand receive from them,
allowance amouuts to,
ed at all.

Ifhowever'it really wasa bounty on i
it would after all be only an ind):nlge‘:xccceuil‘iﬁli?::
to what has been granted to the landed and aeri.
culrural intereft :—we have laid on empa dut
of 54 cents per hundred weight ; * on b“,y
ale, and porter, five cents per gallon :—n"['
afk gentlemen, whether the pro%e’ffed defign of
thofe duties was to raife a revenue, ortoprevent
the importation of thofe articles ? they were laid
for no other purpofe, than to prevent foreigners
from importing them, and thereby to encourage
our own manufactures ; and was nor that encou-
rugement a bounty to the perfons concerned in
producing fuch articles in this country ? If the
duties had not been laid, the importer conld fell
much cheaper, than he now can ; and the land-
ed intereft would be under a neceffity of felling
cheaper in proportien. If thefe prohibitory du-
ties operate as a bounty-in favor of raifing hemp,
and of brewing beer, ale and porter, I afk, whe-
ther, if a bounty were propofed on every quin-
tal of fith, it might not, wirh the fame propriety,
be granted ! If we have not a right to granta
bounty in the one cafe, we have as little right
to grant it in the other.

A calculation has been offered, to fhew that
the propofed allowance will exceed the amount
of the prefent drawbacks, by 10,000 dollars a
year : but that calculation has been proved :o be
erroneous : fuppoife however that this was the
fac¢t, what comparifon is there .between fucha
tax on the citizens of the United States, and the
tax borne by the citizens of Maffachufetss, for
the defence of the weftern frontier ? A commer-
cial war is waged againft the American fitheries,
by foreign nations, who lay heavy duties on the
American fith, and apply the produce of thofe
duties in bounties to their own fifiermen : and
their fitheries being lefs extenfive than ours, the
duty, thus impofed on our fith, and beftowed in
bounties to their veflels, operate in a two-fold
proportion to the difcouragement o_f our filher-
men, and the encouragement of theirs.

I wifh to know on what principle gentlemen
can expect, that the citizens of Maflachufetts
fhould contribure 200,000 Dollars, or perhapsd
greater fum, for the protection of the weftern
frontier againft the Indians, when no contribe-
tion is made to fupport the commerce of Malta-
chufetts, which, without this fupport, will be as
effectually ruined, as if their veffels were captur-
ed by an enemy. The principle 1s carried far-
ther with refpect to the protection of the fron-
tier : we have voted large fums as prefents 1
the favages, to keep them friends to fhefrontlcl'
fettlers : there is however no claufein the “:3'
ftiturion, that will authorife a meafure of l:
kind : it is true, indeed, we have a power ts;n
gulate trade and commerce with the In :lcr
tribes ; but does :hat give us a power (0 rfnn
the United States tributary to the favages® &
if we make them f{uch grants every yC}ar, 0
not in fact become tributary to them :

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr‘.Gllc‘:E fays,
that although this plan of enc.ou'ragmgblc‘n A
ries, may be wife policy in Britain, a8 lU%lil
all fides furrounded by the fea, yet the nper-
States will not equally find their aC_COU_“fim,. x
fuing the fame plan. The ftare of V"dgi&'erent'
in point of expofure from the fea, ver{’["chufdf”
ly circumitanced from the ftate of Mallactlrr™
we have a vaft extent of country, 4510 :;-to'“s
fea coaft, expofed : the citizens of al t.n'ne
along the coaft are obliged to purfoe mdoe! &
cupations ; and I hope the gentlemen oreda?
wifh thar the country fhould be depopt “’m
the inhabirants driven off to fewle the
terrirory. 3 "

The Kate of Virginiais very _”"PP‘"r . fhoold
tanced with refpeét to a marine W: {-cuyf"
fuch an event rake place, that ftate :\-epconﬁdr
cure from depredations :
how much the inhabirams.of
expofed in a cafe of that kind, hady g
fml'ward, and make fome provi 100
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