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SECOND CONGRESS or tae UNITED STATES.

AT THE FIRST SESSION, -
Begun and held at thecity of Philadclphia, in the State of Penn-
fylvania, Monday the twenty-fourth of O&tober, one
fand feven hundred and ninety-one.

AN ACT concerning certain FISHERIES of
the United States, and for the Regulation
and Government of the Fifhermen employed

therein. S

E it enafted by the Senate aud Houle of Reprefentatives o
B the United States of America, in Cougrefs affembled, That
the allowance now made upon the exportation of dried fith of the
fitheries of the United States, in lieu of a drawback of the dutics
paid on the falt ufed in preferving the fame, fhall ceafe on ali dried
fith exported after the tenth day of June next; and 2s a commu-
tation and equivalent therefor, there fhall be afterwards paid on
the laft day of December annually, to the owner of every vellel, or
his agent, by the colleftor of the diftrict where fuch veffel may
belong, that fhall be qualified agreeably to law, for carrying on
the bank and other cod fitheries, and that fhall altually have been
employed therein at fea for the term of four mounths at the leaft,
of the fithing feafon next preceding, which feafon is accounted to
be from the laft day of February to the laft day of November in
every year, for cach and every ton of fuch veflel’s burthen, accord-
ing to her admeafurement as licenfed or enrolled—if of twenty
tons and noc exceeding thirty tons, one and an half dollar, and
if above thirty tons, two and an half dollars; of which allowance
aforefaid,three eighth parts fhall accrue and belong to the owner of
fuch fifhing veflgl, and the other five eighths thercof thall be.divid-
ed by him, hisagent or lawful reprefentative, to and among the
“deveral filhermen who fhall have beem employed in fuch veflel
during the fcafon aforefaid, or a part thereof, as the cafe may be,
1n fuch proportionsas the fifh they fhall refpectively have taken
may bear to the whole quantity of fith taken on board fuch veffel
during fuch fcafon: Provided, That the allowance aforefaid on
any one veflel for one feafon, fhall not excecd one hdndred and

{eventy dollars.

And be it further ena€led, That on the lalt ‘day of December
annually, as aforefaid, therc fhall alfo be paid 10 ‘the owner of
every fithing boat or veflcl of more than five tons, and lefs than
lwenty tous, or to hisagent or lawful reprefentative, by the col-
leétor of the diftriét where fuch boat or veilel may belong, the fum
of one dollar upou every ton admesfurement of fuch boat or veflel 3
which allowance fhall be accounted for as part of the nroceeds of
the fares of {aid boat or veflel, and fhall accordingly be fo divided
amony all perfons interefted therein: Provided however, That
this allowance thall be made only to fuch boats or veffels as (hall
have atually beea employed at fea i the cod filhery, for the
term of four mounths at the leaft, of the preceding feafon: And
provided allo, That fuch boat or veffel thall have landed in the
courfe of faid precediug feafon, a quantity of fith not lefs than
twelve quintals for every ton of her admcafurement; the faid
quantity of fifh to be afcertained when dried arnd cured fit for
exportation, and according to the weight thereof, as the {ame fhall
weigh at the time of delivery when attually fold ; which account

-of the weight, with the original adjuftment aad fettlement of the
fare or fares among the owners and filhermen, together with a
‘written account of the length, breadth and depth of faid boat or
veflel, and the time fhe has attually been employed in the filhery
i the preceding feafon, fthall in all cafes be produced and fworn
oraffirmed to, before the faid colle@or of the diftri&, in order to
entitle the owner, his agent or lawful reprefentative, to receive the
allowance aforefaid. And if at any time within one year after
payment of {uch allowance, it thall appear that any fraud or de-
ceit has been praétifed in obtaining the fame, the boat or vellel
upon which fuch allowance thall have been paid, if found within
the diftri& aforefaid, fhall be forfeited : otherwile the owner or
owners having prattifed fuch fraud or deceit, thall forfeit and pay
onc hundred dollars ; to be fued for, recovered and appropriated
1n like manner as forfeitures and penalties are to be fued for, re-
covered and appropriated for any breach of an aft, entitled, ¢ An
at to provide morc effeétually for the colletion of the duties im-
pofed by law on goods, wares and merchandize imported into the
United States, and on the tonnage of thips or veflcls.”

And be it further enafled, ‘That the owner or owners of every

filhing veflel of twenty tons and upwards, his or their agent or
lawful reprefentative, ~fhall previous to receiving the allowance
which is provided for 1n this aét, produce to the colle@or who is
authorized to pay the fame, the original agreement or agrcements
which may have been made with the fithermen employed on
board fuch veffel, ag is herein before required, and alfo a certificate
to be by him or them fubfcribed, therein mentioning the particu-
lar days on which fuch veflel failed and returned oun the feveral
;Gyagﬂ :r farts;I (hfc m:y}:\ave made in the preceding fithing fea-
on, to the truth of which they tha
MY st iy y thall fwear or affirm before the

And be it further ena&ed, That no fhin or veflel of twent

* tons or upwards, employed as aforefaid, fhall be entitled to th
allowanse granted by this a&t, unlefs ¢
fhall, .bthN_t he proceeds on any fithing voyage, make an agree-
ment in writing or in print, with every fitherman employed
therein, excepting only an appréntice or fervant .of himfelf o¢
owner ; and 10 addition to fuch terms of thipment as may be a-
greed on, thall in fuch agreement exprefs whether the fame is to
continue for one voyage ot for the fithing feafon, and Mall alfo
exprels that the filh or the _Proceeds ot fuch filhing voyage or

- Voyages which may apperizin to the filhermen, fhall be divided
2moug them in Propertion to the quantities or number of faid

fith they may refpe@tively have Caught ; which agreement fhall
be endorfed or counterfigned by the owner of fuch fithing veffe),

or bis agent: ‘And if auy Atherman having engaged himfelf for a

voyage or for the filliing feafon, in any fithing vellel, and figned

‘an agreement theretor as sforefaid, (hall thereafter and while fuch

agreement remains in force and to be performed, defert or abfen:
without leave of the mafter or fkipper

“Snueol, orof the owner or his agent, fuch deferter thall be lable

b/
1 é
be {kipper or mafter thercot

to the fame penaltics as deferting fcamen or mariners are {fubjeét
to in the merchant’s fervice, and may 1o the like manger, and up-
ou the like complaint and proof, be apprehended and detained
and all cofts of procefs and commitment, if p2id by the maiter or
owner, fhall be deduéted out of the fhare of the fith, or proceeds
of any fithsng voyage to which fuch'deferier had or {hall become
entitled. . And any fitherman, having engaged humfelf as afore-
faid, who thallduring fuch fithing voyage, refufe or negleét his
proper duty on board the fithing veffel, being thereto ordered or
required by the mafter or fkipper thereof, or fhall otherwife re-
fift his juft commands, to the ‘hindrance or detriment of fuch
voyage, befides being anfwerable for fuch damages asifing thers.
by, fhall terleit te theufe of the owner of fuch vellel, his fhare of
the allowauce, which (hali be paid upon fuch voyage as is herein
granted,

And be it further enafted, That where an agreement or contra&
fhall be fo madeand figned, tora filhing voyage or for the fithing
leafon,and any fifh which may have beencaught on board fuch ve{-
fel during the fame, fhall be dclivered to the swner or to his agent,
for cure, and fhall be fold by faid owner or agent, fuch vefiel
{hall for the term of fix mouths after fuch fale, be liable and an-
{werabie for the fkipper’s and - every other fitherman’s fhare of
{uch fith, and may be proceeded agaiift in the fame form, and to
the fame effet, as any other veflel is by law liable, and may be
proceeded againft for the wages of feamen or mariners in the mer-
chant’s fervice.  And upon fuch procefs for the value of a fhare or
{hares of the proceeds of fith delivered and fold as aforefaid, it
(hall be incumbeat on the owner or his agent, to_produce a Juit
account of the fales and divifion of fuch fifh 2ccording to fuch a-
greement or contraét, otherwife the {aid veffel fhall be anfwera-
ble upon fuch procefs for what may be the higheft value of the
fhare or {hares demnanded. But in all cales, the owner of fuch vef.
fel or his agent appearing to anfwer tofuch proccfs.' may offer
thereupoun his account of general fuppligs’ made for fuch fithing
voyage, and of other fupplies therefor made, to either of the de-
mandants, and (hall be allowed to produce evidence thereof in
anfwer to the demands refpetively, and judgment fhall be ren-
dered upon fuch procefs, tor the refpedive balances, which upon
fuch an enquiry thall zppear : Provided always, That when pro-
cefs fhall be iffucd againft any veflel fable as atorefaid, if the
owner thereof or his dgent will give iond to each fitherman in
whafe favor fuch procefs fhall be infkitated, with fufficient fecu.
rity, to the (atisfaétion of two juftices ¢f'the peace, one of whom
fhali be named by fuch owner or ageat, and the other by the fith-
erman or filhermen purfuing fuch prqctst; or if either party fhall
refufe, then the juflice fiift appoiated fhall name his aflociate,
with condition to anfwer and pay whitever fum fhall berecover-
ed by himx or them on fuch procefs, there thall be an immediate
difcharge ot fuch veflel : Provided, that nothing herein contained
fhall prevent-any fitherman from hu\an“his attion at common
law, for his fhare or (hares of filh, or the proceeds thereof as
aforefaid.
' And be it further enafted, That the drawback heretofore al-
lowed on theexportation of foreign dried and pickled fith, and
other foreign falted provifions, be and the fame is hereby re-

ealed. :

g And be it further enafted, That the monies which fhall remain
in confequence of the abolition of the allowance on the exporta-
tion of the dried fifh of the United States, and of the drawback on
toreign dried and pickied fith, and other toreign falted provifions,
be and the fame are hereby appropriated to the paymeut of the
allowances granted by this att, and in cafe the monies fo appro-
priated ihall be inadequate, the deficiency fhall be fupplied out
of any monies which from timzto time fhall be in the treafury of
the United Siates, and not otherwifle appropriated.

And be it further enafted, That any pcrion who fhall declare
falfely in any oath or affirmation required by this ad, being duly
convicted thereof in any court of the United States, having jurif-
dition of fuch offence, fhall fuffer the fame peualties as are pro-
vided for falle fwearing or affirming, bythe aét betore mentionzd,
and to be in like manner {ued for, recovered and appropriated.

And be it further enadted, That this a& fhall continue and be
in force for the term of feven years, and from thence 1o the end
of the next fuflion of Congrefs, and no longer.

JONATHAN TRUMBULL, ?ﬁcakcr

of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.
JOHN ADAMS, Vice-Prefident of the United States,
and Prefident of the Senate.
APPROVED, FEBRUARY SIXTEENTH, 179:.
GEORGE WASHINGTON,
Prefident of the United States.

'n No. f this Gazette, were publifhed fome fketches of the Debate

[lon tze ;}liti‘:jh)’:lo‘[MrzL Cat/zarin’e) Gr'eﬂtluz—[lll ljlfc clofe (fft/mjé_/htchn
it was obferved, that Gen. Sumfpter made fundry remarks on extraéls
of letters wrote by Gen. Greene during the la‘tz war, m/;_zrh extralls
are inferted in Gordon’s Hiflory of the American Revolution.— It hav-
ing been obferved that the Jhort flatement then given, does not contain
the particular ideas which were meant to be impreffed in bringing for=
ward thofe extratts—the following which is a more full account of
what was delivered, is inferted. ]

EN. SUMPTER obferved, that in bringing
G forward thofe letters he had no defire to
criminate or calumniate the character of any per-
fon, neither was he difpofed on the prefent occa-
fion even to recriminaze, altho highly juftifiable ;
his chief objecét being that of explaining and de-
claring the real ftate of facts, and lhe.lcucrs I.)e~
ing intimately connected with the fubject, oblig-
ed him to lay them before the commitiee, who
would judge of their weight and importance.

The letters from which hie read extradisare of
the dates of 28th ‘April, 1731—1ft and 4th of May
of the fame year, addrefled from General Greene
to Le Chevalier de la Luzérne. Le Marquis de la
Fayette, and Governor Reed of Pennfylvania.

On the 28th of April, General Greene writes
thus to the Chevalier de la Luzerne—

¢ This diftrefled country, [ am fure, cannot
ftraggle muchlonger, wilhon.t more cf.fec‘}ual fup-
port : they may ftruggle a little while longer,
but they muft fall ; and I fear their fall'may lay

a train to fap the independence of the reit of

“prehenfible, unlefs thé misfortune of his defeat

S— =
—— !

America. I have, agreeably to your Excellency’s
advice, imprefled the ftates all in my power with
a fenfe of their danger, bat they have not the
means to make the neceffary exertions. We
fight, get beaten, rife and fight again : and the
whole country is one continued {cene of blood
and flaughter.,”

On the 1it of May he wrote to the Marquis de
la Fayetre—
‘“ You may depend upon it, that nothing can :
equal the fufferings of our little army, but their
merit.  Let not the love of fame get the better
of your prudence, and plunge you into a misfor-
tane 1n too eager a purfuit afier glory. This is
the voice of a friend, and not the caution ofa
General.” ;
On the 4th of the fame month he wrote to Go-
vernor Reed of Pennfylvania—
“ Thofe whofe true intereft it was to havein-
formed Congrefs and the people to the north-
ward with the real ftate of things, have Jjoined v
iu the deception, and magnified the ftrength and ik
refources of this country infinitely above their
ability.—Many of thofe who adhere to our par-
ty, are fo fond of pleafurethatthey cannet think =~
of making the neceffary facrifices to fupport the
revolution. There are many good and virtuous
people to the fouthward ; but they cannot ani-
wate the inhabitants in general, as you can to
the northward. Whenruinappearsto approach
any ftate, they are alarmed and begin to think
of exerting themfelves ; but its approach no
foouer receives a check, than they fink back into
a carelefs inaction. Virginia hasexerted herfelf |
in giving a temporary fupport to the army ; but
her pleafure and her policy prevent her giving
us fuch permanent aid as her firength and ye-
fources are capable of affording.—Maryland has
done nothing, nor can 1 hear of any exertions
there equal to the emergencies of the war. De-

Jaware has nar anfwered my letrers. Thefe
ftates bave fev:\mén here, ﬂjti!l’é"iﬁi’f .ﬁ’ﬁ%'"” ;
are daily difcharged. North-Carolina has got
next ro no regulars in the field, and few militia,
and thefe the worft in the world ; for they have
neither pride nor principle to bind them to any

arty, or to a difcharge of theirduty. Generals
Marion and Sumpter have a few people who ad-
here to them, perhaps more from a defire and
opportunity of plundering, than from any incli-
nation to promote rhe independence cf the Unit-
ed States. ] have been playing the moft hazard-
ous game to keep up appearances in this quar-
ter, until more effectual fupport coald be afford-
ed. But our number is reduced to a mere fha-
dow. F'hle war to the northward isnothing : it
is a plain bufinefs.  Here the war rages like a
fire ; and the enterprize and acivity of the ene-
my almoft exceed belief. 1 have run every rifk
and hazard, and find the difficulties thicken up-
on me daily ; and you know I am not of a de-
fponding (pirit or temper. If our good friends
the French cannot lend a helping hand to fave
thefe finking ftares, they muft and will fall,
Here we are contending with more than five
times our number, and among a people much,
more in the enemy’s intereft than our’s.”

After having finithed reading, General Sump-
ter proceeded.

Mr. Chairman, what could have induced Ge-
neral Greene to have made fuch communications
as thefe at the time, is' to me altogether incom-

-

at Cambden, previous thereto, had alarmed him
and affected his opinions in too great a degree.
However this may be, I conceive it was altoge-
ther unjuftifiable and foreign from the real {tare
of things, to advance the fentiments ex}» efled in
thofe Jetters, becaufe they muft have tended to
miflead the public mind and give an improper
direction to the meafuresof government. Here,
Mr. Chairman, ! would obferve, that the profpect
of our country was at thar moment brighe, info-
much as to warrant a well founded hope of a
fpeedy pofleflion of it ; this is a circomflance
within the knowledge of feveral oflicers of dit-
tinétion. ‘ ; !

In one of the letters of the 4th of May, to Go-
vernor Reed, there is a complaint, ¢ that thofe
whefe tiue intereft it was to have informed Con-
grefs and the people to the northward of the re-
al ftate of things, bave joined in the deception,
and magnified the firength and refources of the
country infinitely above rheir ability.” As a
proof that this aflertion was unfounded I will

obferve, that pirevious to his return te South-Ca-




