its foil, and the variety of produéis it is capable
of affording, is of all others the moftto be d.rc‘ad-
ed, for the conftant thunder, rain and ftifling
heat which prevails at leaft four months in the
year, produces fuch a corrupted air, that, ina
few hours all animal food is reduced to a ftate
of putrefadiion, and fuch of the wretched inba-
bitants who furvive owe their prefervation to
confining themfelves within doors, to avoid the
dreadful peftilential infection of the atmofphere.
Thetornadoes in that part of Guinea are fright-
ful and aftonithing, for the moft horrible dark-
nefs comes on at noon-day, and nature, in a mo-
ment, puts on a dreadful, awful appearance,
which fills the minds with horror, and makes e-
ven the brute creation to tremble.

About the year 1787, an attempt was made to
form a fettlement at this very place, by fending
a number of Negroes from and about London.
The fuccefs of that enterprize and the melan-
choly fate of the unfortunate advenurers, can-
not be more correctly ftated than from the fol-
lowing extract from the proceedings of the ve-
nerable fociety for propagating the Gofpel in fo-
reign parts, and with which I fhall for the pre..
fent conclude. ~ PHILANTHROPOS.

[The Extraits will appear in our next.)

RESOLUTIONS rassep 1~ THE LATE GENERAL ASSEM-
BLY or THe COMMONWEALTH or VIRGINIA,

IN THE HQUSE OF DELEGATES,
! Wepnespay, Of. 26, 1791.
THE General Affembly of Virginia, confidering it as one among
the important privileges of the people, that the doors of the
Senate of the United States fhould be open when they are exercil-
ing their jndicial or legiflative funions.

Refolved therefore, That the Senators of .this Commonwealth
in the Senate of the United States, ufe their utmoft endeavors to
procure the admiffion of the citizens of the United States to hear
the debates of their houfe, whenever they are fitting in their legif-/
lative capacity.

Refolved alfo, That the Senators of this commonwealth in the
Senate of the United States, ufe their utmoft endeavors to'procure
the admiffion of the citizens of the United States, whenever the
Senate (hall be fitting in its judicial capacity.

November 1,1791. ~ Agreed to by the Senate.

s Tuzespay, November 8.

Refolved, That the violation of the feventh article of the treaty
of peace onthe part of his Britannic Majefty, has been highly io-
jurtous to the citizens of this commonwealth, and that meafares
ought to be taken by the federal government to enforce the due
execution of the faid article of the treaty.

Refolved, That the memorial from the counties of Princefs
Anne, Norfolk, Nanfemond, and Ifle of Wight, with the above
refolution, be tranfmitted by the executive of this commonwealth
to the Prefident of the United States. :

November 14, 1791.  Agreed to by the Senate.

TuurspAY, December 15.

Whereas confiderable expences have been incurred by this
commonwealth, fince the adoption of the federal conftitution, in
the necefary defence of the frontiers from the invafions and de-
predations of the favages: and whereas one ot the effential objeéts
of the faid conftitution is to provide tor the common defence, in
order to promote which, this commonwealth has relinquifhed
many valuable fources of revenue :

Refolved, That the applicationsof the executive to the general
government for a reimburfement of the {aid expences, is not only
Juft and proper, but difcovers a laudable zeal for the intereft of
the commonwealth, well deferving the approbation ot the General
Affembly, and they are requefted therefore to perfevere in their
demands ; and to infift on a compliance with them.

December :6,1791.. Agreed to by the Senate,
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CONGRESS.

PHILADELPHIA.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
THURSDAY, Fesruary 2, 1792.

The amendments of the Senate to the Pofl-Office Bill
were taken into confideration by the Houfe.

ONE of the amendments was to ftrike out £x-
eter from the general route of the poit.

Mr. Gilman rofe in oppofition to this amend-
ment. ;

I'hope, faid he, the alteration will not be a-
greed to—when this bill went up to the Senate,
I'am informed it was committed to a committee
confifting of a member from each ftate—that the
alterations were made in that commirtee, and af-
terwards agreed to in Senate without much de-
bate. In that comniittee this fubjet was very
unfairly reprefented, and gentlemen who were
thenin favor of the amendment, are now on fur-
ther enquiry, decidedly againfl it. This I think.
a good reafon why the Houfe ought not to con-
cur. Buy, fir, I beg leave to offer fome reafons
why an office fhould be eftablithed in Exeter—
It is a compact town of confiderable trade, and
fome navigation—it has a direct trade with Bof:
ton, and vends confiderable quantities of dr
§oods—this trade would be greatiy facilitated

y having the ftage pafs through the town—But
what is of more importance and more extenfive
in irs operation, arifes from the neceflary com-
munication which is kept up between that town
and other parts of the ftate—this will be perfect-
ly underftood, when gentlemen are informed
that the records of the ftate, the fecretaries and
treafury offices are kept there—that the records
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and treafury of a large county, comprehending
both Portfmounth and Exeter, and extending fifty
or fixty miles into the country are alfo kept there
—and that the judicial courts of the county, the

ftate and the United States, fet there at appoint-
|

ed periods—It is there the governor convenes
his council ro confult on public affairs—and it is
from that place a communication fhould be kept
up between the ftate and the general govern-
ment—from thefe circumftances it appears that
it would be very convenient not only for Exeter,
but for a confiderable part of the ftate to havean
office eftablifhed there ; and as the neceflary
communication between that and other towns
would afford frequent opportunities to fend and
receive letters by private conveyance,a doubt
can hardly exift that fuch an arrangement would
be produdtive to the revenue—this I believe to
be the opinion of the poft-mafter general. Sir,
the diftance from Bofton to Portfmouth does not
exceed feventy miles, and that perhaps the beft

| road within the United States of equal extentr—

the objection tHerefore thatthe ftage cannot pafs
through in a day, can have no weight, it is too
abfurd to deferve a ferious refutation—the differ-
ence in the diftance between the prefent roure
of the mail, and the one propofed throngh Exe-
ter is, pafling through Kenfington, about three
miles, or by Hampton-Falls, about five miles—
the road through Kenfington is a good carriage
road, the ftage ran that way abour five years ago,
before the proprietors contracted for the tranf-
portation of the mail—it was then a pretty good
road, fince which it is much improved—it was
therefore a falfe aflertion to fay that the road
through Kenfington or Hampton-Falls is bad—
and I am perfuaded that the mail paffing that
way could not be injurious to Portfmouth. But,
fir, the oppofition to this meafure arifes from a
rivalfhip between the twatowns—Beforethe war,
the courts and offices juft now mentioned, were
held exclufively at Portfmouth—on the com-
mencement of hoftilities it was found conveni-
ent to remove them to Exeter, where it has been
thought expedient to continue them—but this
has excited a degree of jealoufy.in the minds of
fome perfons, in the intereft of Portfmouth, who
are perpetually on the watch to oppofe any pub-
lic meafure calculated to promote the intereft or
convenience of Exeter—If this alteration takes
place, letters going to Exeter will be liable to a
poftage of 20 or 25 per cent more than by the
prefent arrangement, and as the crofs-poft will
fet off but once a week, letters may lie fix or fe-
ven days in the office at Portfmonth—this will
preclude the people of Exeter from the benefit
of a poft, and they will be obliged to fend their
letters by private conveyance as they now do.—
By the original conftruction of the bill, the ex-
pence of tranfporting the mail would be lefs than
by the propofed alteration, as by extending the
route of the principal mail about three miles fur-
ther, the travel of the crofs-poft is fhortened I4.
I therefore hope the people in that part of the
ftate will not be deprived of rights naturally arif-
ing from their fituation, by the prejudice and
mifreprefentation of thofe who wifh to injure
them, and thatthe amendment will not beagreed
to.

Mr. Livermore—I {hall agree to the amend-
ment made by the Senate in this bill, to ftrike
out Exeter, and to carry the mail by the accuf-
tomed route, through Hampton, which is the
neareft way, as gentlemen have hererofore flat-
ed, by about five miles ; and it is alfo the beft
road, more efpecially in winter, when the fhow
is deep, being a road more ufed, and confequent-
ly the paths better kept open. And as the bili
provides that a mail fhall be carried from Portf:
mouth by Exerer, to the interior parts of the
ftace, 1 think the rown of Exeter will be well ac-
commodated, without the deviation of five miles
before mentioned. As the ftage carriages that
carry the mail threetimes a week, between Portf-
mouth and Bofton, in the fummer feafon, carry
many paflengers from Portfmouth and from Bof-
ton, and other places, a deviation of five miles,
and in a worfe road, would be a very great in-
convenience to fuch paflengers. The diftance
from Boften to Portfmouth, by the ufual route,
is about 65 miles. Thisis a pretty long journey
to be performed with a ftage waggon in one day,
which is the cafe in the fummer feafon ; but five
miles added, may induce the neceflity of travel-
ing fometimes after night, which would be at-
tended with inconveniency to the pallengers,
befides hindering the mail from arriving at the
appointed hour.  The inconvenience would alfo
perhaps be greater in winter, in proportion to
the number of paflengers, and in refpect to re-
tarding the mail, as fome part of the new pro-
pofed route is confiderably more liable to be
blocked up with fhow, for want of travelling to
keep it open, than the old roure.

Portfmouth being a place of confiderable com-
merce and navigation, it is important that the
mail fhould arrive at its proper times, and as ear-
ly as poffible. - The letters for Exeter are few,
compared with the number for Portfimourh. The
poft-mafter has ftafed the amount of the poftage

of letters for Exeter, pafling throngh his office at

Portfinouth, to be about fifteen dollars and aq
bhalf,'in eleven months from the firft of
1791 ; a fum very inconﬁderableindeedjcompa,.,
ed to the amount of poflage received for letiers
delivered in Portfinouthduring the fame period

Mr. Thatcher : I feel myfelt, fir, as lirtle in-
terefted in the prefent queftion as ir js pofiible
for the gentleman juft now up, from New.Ham
fhire (Mr. Livermore) Indeed I have no other
intereft in this matter than what arifes from a
defire to accommodate the greateft number of
people—and fo far I confefs | feel interefted ;
for any general meafure that does not effe®
this gives a certain degree of pain. Ifthe fadis
that have been ftated be true, and the argu-
ments drawn from them in fupport of the a.
mendment, be conclufive, I certainly thould be'
interefted in favor of it ; becaufe it muft imme-
diately affet my conftituents.—Rut, fir, the
facts are not true, nor the reaf’oning juft. Sir,
the real matter in. difpute between Portfmourh
and Exeter, has not yet been underftood—and I
cdnceive it to be fimply this : fhall the mail from
Bofton arrive at Excter abour two hovrs earlier,
on the fame day, than at Portfmouth ; or thal]
it arrive at Portfinouth firft, and to Exeter the
next day, or within fix or feven days after?
This, fir, is the real queftion—for whether it
pafles through Exeter, or through Hampton as
it now does, it will reach Portfmonth on the
fame day it leaves Bofton, and about the fame
hour. If the hour of arvival at Portfmonth be
fixed at eight o’clock in the fammer time, the
poft may accomplifh the route through Exeter
with eafe—and bhe will do no mere if he pafles
throngh Hampron : this brings us té an exami.
nation of the reafons offered in favor of the
amendment, which go altogether to fhew thar if
the route be eftablithed through Exeter,the mail
will not arrive at Portfmouth on the fame day
it leaves Bofton—and confequently the mer-
chants at that place will be injured—and not on-
ly fo, but ’tis faid, the Portland mail will be de-
layed another day. Did I believe, fir, there was
the leaft fhadow of reafon for this apprehenfion,
I fhould be the firft for agreeing to the amend.
ment ; but, fir, ’tis all a pretence, a whim in-
vented for no other reafon, rhan to prevent the
mail’s arriving at Exeter before it does at Portf-
mouth.

The gem]cm‘an (Mr. Livermore) has faid the
route from Bofton to Portfmouth through Exeter,
is about five miles farther, than through Hamp-
ton—he does not pretend to fay it is more; [
verily believe the difference is not more than
three miles—if it is fo much as that ; but for
the fake of the argument I will admit there is
the difference contended for by the gentleman;
we will examine the queftion on that fuppofi-
tion, and fee if there arifes a probability that
the increafed diftance will prevent the arrival
of the mail at Portfmouth on the day it leaves
Bofton. It feems to be agreed that the old route
from Bofton to Portfinouth is about fixty fouf or
five miles ; now ’tis a fact, fir, that prior to the
building the bridges acrofs Myftic and Beverly
rivers the ftage pafled this route in a day—al-
though at Beverly Ferry it was detained from
thirty to forty minutes where it now paffes in
two, and it was obliged to go round by the
town of Myftic—which is two miles farther than
where it now crofles on the bridge ; by thefe
bridges then we may confider five miles taken
off the whole diftance—fo that admitting theob- -
jection of the addition of five miles, as the gen-
tleman wifhes to have it, the mail may now pafs,
in a day, from Bofton to Portfmouth through
Exeter, with the fame eafe and cerrainty thatit
did before the erection of thefe bridges, through
Hampton Falls—the route contemplated by the
amendmer't ; and [ muft beg leave further to
obferve, that a bridge is about to be thrown
acrofs Merrimack River, which will confiderably
add to the facility of paffing ; and may well be
counted upon as a further deduétion of the dif-
tance.

It has been faid by the gentleman from New-
Hampthire (Mr. Livermore) that the road from
Portfmouth to Newbury-Port is a good road ;.|
agree with him in this point; I am as perfedly
acquainted with the road fiom Portfmouth to
Newbury-Port as he can be—I know every patch
of fand, or rock in the way, that can 1mpt‘t‘|¢.a
carriage ; but as good as it is, I prefume he will
acknowledge there is more fandy heavy rpad for
wheel carriages, in this part of the line thaﬂ-all
the reft of the way to Bofton ; fo that fomething
oughtto be carried to the credit of the Exeter
route becaufe it avoids this fand. ’Tis faid 'hs
road through Kenfington to Fxeter, is blocke
up with fnow in the winter time——gral_]tf—‘d as;o
fome particular feafons ; but the fame isalfo t' e
cafe as to Hampton road ; I have ofien kno‘:
the Hampton road fo blocked up that the ﬁaﬁ
could not run for feveral weeks, this was e
cafe laft March, and I was then infov"med that
the road through Kenfington and Exeter '“':’A
paflable tor the ftage earlier than the Hﬂm?{:‘ﬂ’
and ic onght here to be noted there1s 2 c?ll L
nearhalfa mile in length _in. Hampton, ©

anuary,

- - . oy : 3 in-
which the paffing is not only difficult 1n the




