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to the injured party :—the general government
too had fhewn an equal difpofition to_do juftice
to the Indian tribes ; witnefs rhe affair of the
Cherokees : for as foon as Congrefs had heard
their complaintsiof an encroachment mafic on
thiem by fome of the people from the frontier of
the Carolina, immediate ordeys were ifiued for
obliging rthe intruders to evacuate the Indian
territory. - :

But notwithftanding the difpofition thar pre-
vails as well in the legiflatures of thofe States
whofe frontiers are moft expofed, as in the ge-
neral government, to cultivate peace and amity
with the neighbering Indians, that defirable ob-
jectis become utterly anatrainablein the prefent
pofture of affairs :— The frontier Indians have
killed a number of whites ; the whites, in 1he.u-
turn have made retaliation : both parties are.1n
.the higheft degree exafperated agaiy.:ﬁ each o-
ther, and likely to continue fo, in fpite of eve-
ry endeavor that can be made to effect a recon-
ciliation : with minds thus irritated, it is vain
to hope for peace, as lopg as they continue in
each other’s neighborhoeod ; it is therefore ne-
ceflary to forn a ftrong barrier, to keep them
afunder, unlefs indeed the advocates for a cefla-
tion of hoftilities wauld oblige the frontier fet-
tlers to abandon their lands :—but by what
new-invented rule of right, fhould the inhabii-

- ants of Kentucky, and the other frontier fet-

tlers be laid under a greater obligation, than a-
ny other citizens of the Uni:ed States, to relin-
- quith a property legally acquired by fair pur-
chafe ! —were it even propofed to pacify the fa-
vages, by purchafing the landsanew, fuchamea-
fure would anfwer no other purpofe, than thar
of procuring a temporary peace, which would
foon again be interrupted by a war, that would
reproduce the neceflity of again having recourfe
to the fame ‘expedient : we fhould have to pur-
chafe the Jands again and again withour end ;
by thus fquandering the public money year af-
ter year, we fhould only {well the national debt
to an amount, that we cannot poffibly forefee :
—better at once to make avigorous effort, to act
in a manner becoming the national digniry, and
to maintain our ground by war, fince we can-
not obtain a durableor an honorable peace.
Attempts have ar various times been made to
effeét 1reaties of peace with the Indian tribes,
with whom we are now at war :—and al:hough
thefe efforts have conftantly proved ineffectual,
they yet fhew that neither the United States, nor
the ftate of Virginia, were backward, on their
part to adopt conciliatory meafures, and to do
away that animofity which had commenced on
the part of the favages ar an early period of the
Jate war with Britain, and had continued to break
out at intervals ever fince. In theyears1783, 84,
85, 87, 88, and go, offers of pcace were made to
them : on the laft mentioned occafion, when a
treaty was propofed at the Miami village, the In-
dians at firft refufed totreat: they nexrrequired
thirty days to deliberate—and in the interim,
the inhabitants of Kentucky were exprefly pro-
hibired by the Prefident of the United Srates, to
carry on any offenfive_operations againit them ;
yet notwithflanding this forbearance on the part
of the whites, no lefs than 120 perfons were kil-
led or captured by the favages, and feveral pri-
foners roafted alive, during that fhort period, at
the expiration of which, the Indians refufed 10
give any anfwer at all.

On another occafion, the Indians, not content
with rejecting our offers of peace, proceeded even
fo far as ro infultus, by telling us, we have lands
within the Britifh pofts, and afking us, why we
did not go and take pofleflion of them ! —Will it

~ be faid, that we are wnable to doit ?—Is this lan-
guage to be ufed within the United States ? No !
we arz able, abundantly able to do it, whenever
we pleafe: and if we would bur vewrench our
expenfes in fome inftances, which might well ad-
mit of a reduction, our ability would fill en-
creafe : our finances are not quite fo infufficient
as fome gentlemen feem to imagine, nor fu eaiily
deranged—we are ftill able to prove that the
boafted efficieney of the general government is
fomething more than an empty name—we can
yet raife both menand money fufficient to defend
the nation from either injury or infult.

It is now too late to enquire, whether fhe war
was originally undertaken on the principles of
joltice, or not:—we are actaally involved in ir,
and cannot recede, withont expofing nambers of
innocent perfons to be butchered by the enemy :
for, though we fhamld determine t¢ difcontinue
the war, can it be faid that the favages will alfo
agree to a -ceflation of hoftilities ’—it is well
known that they are averfe to peace; and even
the warmeft advocate of pacific meafures muft
therefore allow thatthe war isa war of neceffiry
and muft be fapported : we cannot, without im.
peachment both to our juftice and our humaniry
abandon our fellow citizens on the frontier to
the rage of their favape enemies : and although
the excife may be fomewhat unpopular, althoué,h
money may {till be wanted, what isthe excife ?
what is money when pat in comperition with the
lives of our friends and brethren ?

)
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A fufficient force muft be raifed for their de-
fence : and the only queftion now to be confi-

dered is, what that force fhall be : experience

has proved, that rhe force employedin the Jafl
campaign, was inadequate : 1t 1 true the elta-
blifhrwent was not complete : but who will ven-
ture to aflert, thar, if it had been complete, it
would have been fufficient for the intended pur-
pofe! Are gentlemen, who aflert this, fo well
acquainted with the circumitances of .the enemy,
as to be able to give an accurate flatement of"the
amount of their forces on the frontier? There
are higher opinions in favor of an augmentation
of the army, than can be adduced againft it—
opinions, given by men of judgment and experi-
ence, who bave themfelves been on the fpor, ax)d
are well acquainted with the firnation of affairs
in that quarter :—thefe gentlemen, who muft be
allowed to be competent judges, are decidedly of
opinion, that the prefent eﬁab.li(hment, xl!ough
completed to the laft man, will not _furmfh an
adequate force to carry on the war with effect ;
and that it will be a hopelefs attempt to open
afiother campaign, with lefs than about five thou-
fand regular troops, the nunber contemplated
in the bill.

Nor ought that number to be deemed extrava-
gant, under an idea, that we have anly a con-
temptible handful of banditti to contend with :
their numbers were, laft year, fiom authentic
documents, ftated at about 1200 warriors, from
23 different tribes -—fuch was the oppofition then
contemplated ,—but it is impoffible to afcertain
what acceffions of ftrength they have fince re-
ceived, or even what force they had engaged in
the late unfortunate action ; as the very men,

who were in the engagement, do not pretend to

form any juft oraccurate eftimate of thenumber
of their aflailants : but there is good reafon to
fuppofe, that they had previoufly enrered into
an aflociation with various tribes, that have not
as yet come within our knowledge : the bewsand
arrows, ufed againft our troops, onthatoccafion,
afford a convincing proof, that they had foes to
encounter from diftant nations,as yet unacquaint-
ed with the ufe of fire arms—nor does the ac-
count of the bows and arrows depend, for itsau-
thenticity, on newfpaper ‘evidence alone; gen-
tlemen of unqueltionable veracity, who were per-
fonally engaged in the action, have declared,that
they had themfelves noticed the arrows flying.

When we confider the warlike dilpofition of
the Indians in general, and the alacrity, with
which the victors are ever fure to be joined by
nuinerous allies, we have every reafon to expect
a much more formidable oppofition in rhe next
campaign :—it is well known, rhat the favages
place all their glory in deeds of war ; and thar,
among them, a young man cannor make his ap-
pearance in company, till he has fignalized his
valor by fome martial archievement :—when, to
this powerful incentive, a new ftimalus is added
by the trophies obtained in the late action, it is
prefumable that numbers will crowd 1o theiy
ftandard ; and it ftrongly behoves us to prepare
in time fora much more vigorous effort, than
any we have as yet made againft them.

The objections.drawn from the encreafed ex-
penfe, muft entirely vanith from before the eyes
of any man, who looks forward to the confe.
quences of one more unfuccefsful campaign : —
fuch a diltafter would evenrually involvethe na
tion in much greater expenfe, than that which
is now made the ground of oppofition :—better
therefore at once to make a vigorous and effec-
tuad exertion to bring the matter 1o a final iliue,
than to continue gradually draining the treafu-

Ty, by‘dragging on the war, and renewing hofti-
lities from year to year

If we wifh to bring the war to a fpeedy and a
happy conclufion, and te fecure a permanent
peace to the inhabitants on the frontier, we
muft employ fuch troops, and adopt fuch mea-
fures, as appear beft calculated to enfure fuccefs :
—if we delay our determination, untjl the force
of the enemy be afcertained, we can make no
provifion at all : forthe nature and circumftanc
es of the cafe preclude us from the very pofiibi-
lity of obtaining a knowledge of their ftrength
and numbers :—but are we, mean while, to re-
main inactive and irrefolure, and make no efforts
to repel theirintended artacks ? No ! Whatever
their nnmbers may be, prudence calls aloud for
provifion of fome kind : and if experience is ro
have any weight with us, the example of the
French and of the Britith points out the true
mode of fecuring our frontier, and rendering it
invulnerable to an Indian foe : let us occupy
pofts in the vicinity of the enemy ; let them be
properly garrifoned, and well, provided ; and
the bufinefs is done. §

Thefe will afford an opportunity of trading
with the friendly tribes, and will prevent all in-
tercourfe between the.whites and the Indijans
except under.prnper regulations : fhould hofti
lities be meditated by any tribes who are not in
amity with us, early intelligence of their move-
ments, can be obrained : their
ties may be either beaten off on
or intercepted on their rerurn

marauding par-
their approach,
i—opportunities

may be taken of [eparately attacking the hioflije
tribes : their old men, their fquaws, their chjj.
dren, will be expofed a great part of the year

whilft the others are out hunting :—in fhorr, if
fear, hope, intereft, can be fuppofed to have ;ny
iufluence on the Indians, this mode of defence
mufl be allowed to be preterable to any other

as giving the falleft {cope to the operation of all
thofe motives. ==

A different mode has been long parfued in Vir.
ginia, and adopted by the inhabirants of Ken.
tuckey ; but its fuccefs has not been fuch, as ro
offer any inducement to the general government
to follow the fame plan :—Rangers have there
been employed for 2 number of years, to feour
the frontiers ; and thofe rangers, too, were ex-
pert woodfmen, perfectly inured to.che Indiay
mode of wartare : yet notwithftanding their ur-
moft vigilance, the favages {till found means to
commit all the murdersand depredarions already
enumerated :—’tistrue, however, thata frontier
militia man, trained up in the woods, may be, in
many refpects, prefgrable to a regular foldier,
who has not the fame knowledge ofthe country,
and of the mode of fighting :—but with equal
experience (and proper men, poflefled of tha
experience, may be enlifted on the eftablithment)
regular troops will be found infinitely fuperior
to any militia upon earth. ‘

Every man who has ever feen militia in the
field, cannot but know, that a very trifling difaf-
ter, or a flight caule of difcontent, is fuflicientto
make them difband, and forget all fubordinati-
on, fo far as even to neglect the means of felf
defence ;—whereas regular troops,under proper -
difcipline, and acting with greater fleadiuefsand
concert, are much more to be depended on, ef
pecially when the object of attack is diftaut, and
great fatigue is to be undergone. The militia,
in whatever mode they may be called out, will
hardly furnifil men of the proper defeription :—
if large pay be offered, the tempration will e~
qually prevail upon thofe who are unfic for the
fervice as it will upon good effective men :—be-
fides, fome of the {tates have no militia laws;
and even in thofe ftates which have fach laws,
they are gone into difufe : no dependance can
therefore be placed on Militia, under dny laws
now exifting : —there is, indeed, a general mili-
tia law now before the houfe : but if ‘it ever
pafles, it certainly cannot be pafled in due feafon
to an{wer the purpofe of providing for the im.
mediate defence of the frontier—regular troops
muft be raifed, or nothing effectual can be done:
—and if to avoid the expenfe we refufe the only
aid that may prove of any real fervice, we render
ourfelves refponfible for the confequences efthis
parfimonious policy, which may be attended with
the ruin and deftroGion of our fellow citizens
in the weltern country.

The Coruplanter’s fpeech was again mention-
ed, and called for : but, as it had been confiden-
tially communicated by the Prefident, an objec-
tion was made to having it read, without clear-
ing the galleries ;—whereupon,

An honorable member arofe, and mentioned
his having read it in one of the public: newfpa-
pers in the ftare of New- Jerfey.

To this it was anfwered, thatifany gentleman
had the newfpaper to produce, the fpeech might
be publicly read from that :—otherwife, altho
it might be very prover that the fpeech itfelf
thould be read, yer, asit had been confiden-
tially received from :he executive, there would
be a manifelt trefpafs on propriety and decorum,
in having it'read with open galleries :—it was
therefore withed, that the galleries might be
cleared.

The parliamentary etiquette requiring that
this fhould be done by the houfe, and not bya
committee, the committee rofe for the purpofe;
and,

The Speaker having refumed the chair, the
motion for clearing the galleries, was renewed.

An objecétion was here itarted, by an honora-
ble gentleman iu favor ofthe augmentation,who
faid, that, as fome gentlemen had fpoken on l.hC
popular fide of the queftion, whilit the galleries
had been open, it was unfairto preclude thofeof
oppofite fentiments from an opportunity of an-
fwering their arguments in the fame public man-
ner, and proving to the people the juftice, and
neceffity of the war. s

The motion, however, was perfilted in, and
the galleries were cleared.

[ The fpeakersin this day’s debate,were Meffrs
Wayne, Goedhue, Boudinot, Livermore, Steele,
Parker, Bourne (Rhode-lﬂand) W hite and Moare
Mr. White and Mr. Moore oppofed the
motion ; they were in favor of the augmc,ntau-
on propofed in the bill—The other gephcmeﬂ
were in favor of firiking out the claufe.

WEDNESDAY, Fesruary 8.

The Speaker laid before the Houfe a .lenel‘
from the Secretary of War, enclofing copies ©
the official communications which have taken
place between him and the governor of the ftate
of Virginia, refpecting the temporary defence

of the frontier of that commonwealth.




