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STALTE PARER.

UNntTED STATES, Fanuary the 16th, "175°.
St x;

A'S the circumftantes which have engaged the United States
in the prefeat Tndian War may fome of them be aut of the public
recolle&tion, and others perhaps be unknown, it may appear ad
vifab}c that you prepare and punblifh, from acthentic documents, .
a ftatement of thofe.circumtances,as wellas of the meafures which
have been taken, from rime to time, for the re-eftablifhment of
peace and friendhip. g

When the Cormmunity are called upon for confiderable exerti- !
ons to relieve a part which is faffering under 'the hand'of an ene-

3

my, it is defirable to manifeft that due pains have been taken by
& ot R 5
thofe entrufted with the adminiftration of :h'eir' affairs to avoid
* 7
the evil.

G. WASHINGTO N.
The Secretary for the DS
Department of War.

The Cavses of the exifting Hostavityes between the UNITED
STATES, and certain Tribes of INDIANS North-Weft of the 0 HI0,
Sated and explained from yﬁqz'al and authentic Documents, and pub-
/sijllcd in obedience ta the orders of the PriesipenT of the UNrTED
TATES. >

RECURRENCE to the - Journals of the United States in

X in Congrefs affembled, of the early {tages of the late war,
will evince the public folicitude to preferve peace withthe In-

dian tribes, and to prevent their engaging ina conteft in which
“they were no wife interefted. ¥

RBatalthough partral treaties or conventions were formed with
fome ot the northern and weitern tribes, 1n the years 1775 and
1776 ; yet thole treaties were too feeble to refift the powerful 1m-
pulfes of a contrary nature; arifing from a combination of ciicum-
itances at that time ; and accordingly all the various Indian nati-
ons (the Oneidas, Tufcaroras, and a few individuals of the Dela-
wares excepted) lying on our frantiers, from Georgia io Canada,
armed againft us.

It is yet too recent to have been forgotten, that great numbers
of inoffenf(ive men, women and children, fell a facrifice to the bar-
barous warfare praétifed by the Indians, and that many others
were dragged intoa deplorable captivity.

Notwithtanding that thefe aggreffions were cntirely unprovok-
ed, yet as {ooa as the war cealed with Great-Britain, the United
States, inftead of indulging any refentments againit the Indian
rations, fought only how to eftablith a liberal peace with all the
tribes throughout their limits,

Early meafures were accordingly taken for this purpofe. A
treaty was held, and a peace concluded, in the veer 1784, with
the hofble part of the northern Indians, or Six Nations, ar Fort-
Stanwix. B

In January 1784, another treaty was formed with part of the
‘wtﬂern tribes, at Fort M*1ntofh, on the Ohio ; to wit, with the
Whyandots, Delawares, Ouawas, and Chippewas.

During the fame year, tfeaties were formed at Hopewell, on
the Keowce, with all the sowerful tribes of the fouth, excepting
lfhc Creeks ; 1o wit, the Cherokees, the Chottaws, and Chicka~

aws.

In January 1786, atreaty was formed with the Shawancfe, at
Ahe confluence of the Great Miami with the Obio.

It'was not long before certan turbulent and malignant charac-
ters, reliding among fome of the rorihern and weftern tribes,
which had formed the treaties of Fore Stanwix and Fort MtIn-
tolh, excited uneafinefs and complaints againtt thole treaties, In
conlequence of reprefentations upon this {ubje@, on the sth of
O&ober, 1787, Congrels direfted,  Thata general treaty thould
be held with the tribes of Indians within the limits of the United
States, inhabi(ing the country north-welt of the Ohio and abour
Lake Eric, as foon after the firft ot April next as conventently
might be,and at fuch place and at fuch particular time as the
Goveraor of the Weftern Territory fhould appoint, for the pur-
pofes of knowing the caufes ofuneafinefs among the faid tiibes,
and _hcating their complaiats; of regulating trade, and amicably
Tetding all affaires concevaing landsaad boundaries between them
aad the United States,”

Qa the fecond day of Juls, 1788, Congrels appraoriated * the
“ fum of twenty thoufand dollars, in sddition 1o fonrteen thou-
* fand dollars before appropriated, for detraying the expences of
thetreaties which have becnordered, or which might be or-
dered to be held in the then prefent year with the fe.eral Indi-

«
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the Indian claims ; the wholeaf the (aid twenty thoutiad dol-
lars, together with-fix thoufand dollars of the fwid fourteen
thoufand dollars, to be applied (olely 1o che purpofe of extin-
guithing Tndisn claims to the lands they have already ceded
to the United States, by obtaining regular conveyances for the
fame, and for extending a purchafe beyond the limits hereti-
tore fixed by treaty ; but that no part of the faid fums (houid
be ap;hcd for any other purpofe other than thofe above men-
tioned.”

Accordingly ncw treaties were held at Fort Harmar the latter
partof the year 1788, and concluded on the ninth day of January,
1789, with a reprefentation of all the Six or Northern Nations, the
Mobawks excepted—and with a reprefentation of the following
tribes, to .wit,thc Wyandots, the Delawares, O:tawas, Chippa-
was, Pattiwatamas, and Sacs.---By thefe treaties, ncarly the fame
boundaries were recognized and eltablithed by @ principle of pur-
chafe, as had been Mtipulated by the former treaties of Fort Stan-
wix and Fort M*lutofh, :

Thus careful and attentive was the Government of the United
States to 1:::1? a boundary with the Indians on the bafis of fair
redty, to obviate the diffirisfaftions which had been excuted, and
o eftablith its claims to the lands relinquithed on the principle ot
equitable purchafe,

It does not appear that the tight of the Northern and Weltern
Indians, who formed the feveral before mentioned treaties to the
lands'thereby relioquifhed to the United States, has been quefti-
oned by any other tribes; nor does it appear that the prefent wdr

has been occafioned b any difpute relatwvel i
e \ to the boundarie
eftablithed by the faid);rcaues.P e vy

But on the contrary itapoears,
of the Miami and Waha & Ind
. parts ot the trongicrs,

-

-
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that the unprovoked aggreflians
1ans upon Keatucky and other
together with their alluciates, a bandius,

.

v

antribes in the Noithern Devartment, and for extinguilhing |

formed of Shawanefe, and outcaft Cherokees, amounting in 2}l to
about one thoufand two hundred men, are folely the caufles of the
war.  Hence 1t is proper that their condutt fhould be more parti-
cularly adverted to

In the year 1784, when mefTages were fent to the Wyandots
and Delawares, inviting them to meet the Cnmx.mﬂv_mers, firft at
Cayahoga, and afterwards at Fort M*Intofh, their neighbours the
Miami Indians were alfo included in the fame invitation ; but they
did not attend. T

In the year 1785 thefe invitations were repeated ; but the mefTen-

“gers upon theirarrival at the Miami viliage, had their hmﬂjs itol-
'gn. were otherwife treated with infolence, and  prevented fuﬁlling
their miffion . r :

In the years 1787 and 1788, new endeavours were ufed to bring,
thofe Tndians to treat : they were urged to:be prefear at a treaty
appointed to be held at Fort Harmar ; but thefe endeavors proved
as truitlefs as all the former, oo

“ At a council of the rribes, convened in 1788, at the Miami
viver, the M1 a1 and Wasasu Indians were preff=d to repairto
the treaty with great earncftuefsby the chiefs.of the Wyaodotsand
Delawares : the Wyandot chicfs in particular prefented them with
a large belt of wampum, holding one end of it themfelves, and
ol'fer(i’hg the other tothe hottile Tndians, which wasrefufed,  The
Wyandots then laid it on the fhoulders of a principal chief,recom-
meﬁ‘]i"g ro him to be at peace with the Americans ; but without
making any 2n{wer, he lecaned himfelf and lcl_u. fall to the grﬂl_md i
this {o difpleafed the Wyandots, that they immediately left the!
conncil houfe.” . |

In the mean time the frontier fettlements were difquieted by
frequent depredations and murders, and the complaints of their!
inthabitants, (as might be expected) of the pacific forbearaace of |
the government, were loud, repeated, and diftrelling---their f?aHs'
for proteétion incellant=-till at length they appc_ar;dl determined |
by ‘their own efforts to endeavor to retaliate the injuries they wére |
comtinually recewing, and which had become 1ntolerable, ‘

In this flate of things it was indifpenfible for the Government |
to mak e fome decifiveexertion for the peace and fecurity of thel
frontiers. :

But notwithftanding the ill fucce’s of former experiments, and
the invincible fpint of animofity which had appeared in cerrain
tribes, and which was of a nature to jultify a perfuafion that no
impreflion could be made upon them by pacific expedients, it
was ftill deemed advileable ro'make one more effay.

Accordingly in April 1790, Anthony Gamelin, an inhabitant
of Poft Vincennes, and a man of good charalter, was difpatched
to all the tribesand villages of the Wabalh river, and to the In-
dians of the Miami village, with a meflage purporting, that the
United States were delirous of eftablithing a gencral peace with |
all the neighboring tribes of Tudians, and of treating them inall
refpedts with perfeft humanity and-kindnefs, 20d at the fame time
warning them te abflain from further depredations.

The Indians in fome of the villages on the lower part of the
Wabath, appeared to )iften tohim, others manifefted a different
difpofition, othais confeiled their inability to reftrain their young
warriors, and all referred the meflenger tothe Indians at rhe
Miami village. At that village fome appearcd well aifpofed, but
the chiefs ot the Shawanefe rcturnea the meffages and belis, in-
forming the meffenger however, that they would, after. confulta-
tion, within thirty nights, fend an anf{wer to Polt-Vincennes— |
The promifed anfwer was never received. While the meffeager |
was at the Miami village, two negroes were braughr in from eur i
fetlements, prifoncrs. ; and upon his return to L'Anguille, a |
chief informed him that a party of feventy warriors, from the
more diftant Indians, had arrived, and were gone againt the fet-
tlements,

Inthree days aflter his departure from the Miami village, a pri-
foner was there burnt to death.  Similar crueliies were exercifed
at the Ouittanon towns, about the fame time; and in the courle
of the three months immediately after the laflt meutioned invita-
tion, upwards ot onc hundred perfons were killed, wounded,
and taken prifoners upon the Ohio, and in the diftri& ot Ken-
tucky,

Itis to be remarked, that previous to the laft invitation, the
people of Kentucky who, in confequence of therr injuries, were
meditating a blow againft the hoftile Indians (as before intimated)
were reftrained by the Prefident of the United States, from crof-
fing the Ohio, until the effeét of the friendly overture intended
to be made fhould be known, :

It is alfo to be obferved, that the Wyandots and Delawares,
after having frequeatly and fruitlefsly endeavered to influence cthe
Miamt and Wapasu Indians to peace ; upon matare convic-
tion finally declared that force only could effeét the objeét.

As an evidence that the conduét of the hoftile Indians has been
occsfioned by other motives than a claim relatively to bounda-
ries—it is to be obferved, that their depredations have been prin-
cipally upou the difiné& of Kentucky, and the counties ot Virgi-
wia, lying along the (ouih fide of the Ohio, a country to which-
they have no claim,

It appears by refpetable evidence, that from the year 1783.
until the month of Oétober, 1790, the time the United Siaics
commenced offenfive operaiions againft the faid Induwns, that on
the Ohio, and the frontiers on the fourh fid * thereof, they killed,
wounded and took prifoners, about one thoufand five hundred
men, women and children; befides carrying off upv-ards of two
thoufand horfes, and ochet property to the amount of fifty thou
{and dollars, J

The particulars of the barbarities exercifzd upon many of their
prifoners, of differentages and fexes, althuugi {upported by in-
difputable evidence, are of too fhocking a nature to be prefented
to the public. It 1sfufficient upon this head to obferve, that the
tomahawk and {calping-knife have been the mniidelt initraments
of death. That in fome cafes torture by fire, and other execra-
ble means have been ufed. .

Bat the outrages which were committed upon the frontier in-

aitacks upon detachments of the iraops of the United States were,
at different times, made. - The following from its peculiar enor-
mity deferves recital. —Tn April, 1790, Major Doughty was or-
dered tothe friendiy Chickafaws on public bulinels. He per-
formed this duty in a boat, having with him Eniign Sedam, and
a party of fifieen men.  While alcending the Teneflee river, he
was met by a party of forty Indiwns 1n four canors, confilting
principally of the aforefaid banduti of Shawane(:, and outcaft
Cherokees. Theyanproached under a white flag, the well knowa
emblem of peace. They came on board the Mujor’s boat, re-
cetved his prefents, continued with him nearly one hour, and
then departed in the moft friendly manner. . But, they had fcarce-
ly cleared his oars, before they poured in a fire upon his crew,

habitants were not the only injurics that were fuftained : répeated |

which was returned asfoon as circumitances would permit, and

2 moft unequal combat was fuftained for feveral hours, when
they abandoned their defisn, but not uniil they had killed and
wounded eleven out of filteen of the hoat’s crew.  This perfidi-
ous conduét, in any age, would have demanded exemplary pun.
thment.

_ All overtures of peace failing, and the depredations ftill con-
tinuing, an atiempt at coercion becaine indifpenfible. Accord-
ingly the expedition under Brigadier General Harmar, in the
month of Oétober, 1790, was dircéted. The event is khown.

. After this expedition the Governor of the Weltern Territory,
iu order that nothing might be omitted, to effcft a peace without
further confli®t, did, on his arrival at Fort Harmar, in December,
1799, {end " through the Wyandots ‘and Delawares ' conciliatoty
meflages to the Miami’s, but ftiil without effe&. .

The Cornplanter, a war chief ot _the Senckas and other Indiang
of the fame tribe, being in Philadelphia in the month of Febry-
™Y, 1791, were engaged to undertake to imprefs the hoftile In-

“dians with the conféquences of their perfifting in hoftilities, and
allo of thejuftice and moderation of the Bnited States,

In purfuance of this defign Col., Protier, on the fourteenth of
March, was fent to the Cornplanter to haften hisdeparture, and
toaccompany him to the Miami village —ynd meflages were fent
to the:Indians declaratory of the pacific fentiments of the United
States towards them.  But bioth Col. Praferand the Cornplanter,
although zealoufly defirous of executing their miffion, encouu-
tered dimculties of a particular nature, which were infurmounta-~
ble, and prevented the execution of their arders. :

Major General St. Clair, in the month ot April, fent meflages
from Fort Harmar (o the Delawares, expreflive of the pacific de-
figns of the United States, to all the Indian tribes,

A treaty was held at the- Painted<Poft by Col. Pickering, in
June, 1591, with a part of the Six Nations, at which the ‘humane
stentions of the General Government towards themt 'p’artiéuhrlf,

“and the Indian tribes generally, were fully explaihed.

Captain Hendricks, a refpectible Indian refiding with the

Oneidas, appearing zealoufly difpofed to attempt convincing the

hoftile Indians of their mitsken conduét, was accordingly fent '

for that purpofe, but ‘was fruftiated by voforefecn obft cles, in
hislandable attem pts. ; :

The differenc meafures which have been  recited mualt evince,
that notwithftanding the highly culpible condué of the Indiaus
Jin queftion, the government of the United States, uninfluenced By
refentment, or any falfe principles which might arife from a con-
{cioufuéfs of fuperiovity, adopred every proper expedien: to ter-
minate the Indian hofhlities; without having recourfe to the laft
extremity ; and, afier being compelled to refart to it, has fill
kept fteadily in view the re-cftablithment of peace as its primary
and fole objeét. 4 : :

Were it necefary toadd ‘proofs of the pacific and humane dif-
pofitions of ihie General Governinent towards the Indian tribes,
the treaties with the Crecks, and with the Cherokees, might be
cited as demonftrative of its moderation aad liberality. ;

The prefent partial Indian war 1s a remnant of the late eneral
war, continued by a number of {éparate bandicri, who, y the

inceflant praéhice of fitteen years; fcem to have formed inveterate

and 1acurabie habits of enmity agaiuft the frontier inbabitants of
the United States. - :

To obtain proteftion againft Tawlefs violence, wasa main oh-
Jeét for which the prefent government was inflitated, It is, i~
dedd, a main objeét of all governments. A fronticr citizen pof-
fefles as ftrong claimgto prote€tion as any other citizen, The
frorticrsare the valocrable parts of every counntry ; and the obli-
gation of the government of the Uniced States, to afford 'the re-
quifite prote&ion, cannot be lefs facred in reference to the in-
habitants of their Weltern, than to thofe of theit Adlantic "Frou-
tier. ! - v

It will appear from a candid review o;.&hisfubje&, that the
General Government could 1o louger abftain from attempting to
punifh the hoftile Indians,

The:ill fuccefs of the attempts for this purpofe, is cutirely un-
connetted with the julice or policy of the meafure. A penfe-
verance in exertions (o make the refraétory Indians at laftfeafible,
that they cannot continue their enormous outrages with impunity,
-appears to beasindi{penfable, in the exifting pofture of !hi;\gs,?
it will be advifeable, whenever they (hall manifeft fymptoms ofa
more amicable difpofition, to convince them, by decifive proofs,
that nothing is fo much defired by the United States as to be ac
liberty to treat them with kindnefs and beneficence. »
H. KN OX,

Secretary of War..
War Department, Jan. 26, 1792. '

FROM THE QUEBEC HERALD,
QUEBEC, November 28.

Extral from the Chief Fuflice’s charge 1o the Grand
Jury, 25th Nov. 1791.  Sefions of Oyer and Ter-

miner at Quebec.

I REMARK it with pleafure, that for two
years paft, there has been a great reduction of
the lift of criminal profecutions in all parts of
the province. If Grand Juries have not been in
fault, we may prefame that the virtue of our fel-
low citizens 1s on the increafe. It adds to the
confolation, that it does no: feem to be imputa-
ble merely to terror, the government of the coun-
try for the laft five years, havingmingled mercy
and judgment very frequently ; but with fo fa-
gacious a difcernment, that the great clemency
difpenfed, may perhaps be reckoned among the
caufes of thefe reftraints upon vice.

Happier ftill, if the reformation of our coun-
try, fﬁ{ll keep pace with the bleflings recently
poured out upon ir, by the benignity -of our So-
vereign, and the liberality of his Parliament.

W hat their number and extent, the moft fer-
tile and befl inforwmed mind, can neither enume-
rate nor afcertain, fuffice it to remark, thac the
political frame erected for your profperity, be-
ing on the model, as nearly as our condition will

| permir, of that confticution which has made En-

gland the admiration of the world, it muft be
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