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among other objects which may engage the atten-
tion of the legiflative body, we ‘fincerely hope
that a worthy and refpectable member will not
forgert his plan for checking the progrefs of Fe-
male Proftitution—an evil which, in this coun-
try, and particularly in the mecropolis, has .in-
creafed, is increafing, and eught to be diminifh-
ed. Though this evil cannot be abolifhed, it
may, however, be leflened. The eftablifhment
of a proper police, vigilant magiftrates, altive
officers, and fuitable punifhment inflicted upon
thofe who offend, will undoubtedly contribute to
promote fo defirable an object, and be of the ut-
moft benefit to fociety.

The arms of Great-Britain continue profperous
in India. But it would be rafh, after the public
difpatch of Lord Cornwallis, to predict fudden
or unobftructed fuccefs. We therefore wait the
event wich the folicitude and anxiety of good ci-
tizens. ,

The marriage of the Duke of York with the
Princefs Frederica of Pruffia, has taken place
fooner than we expecied. This alliance is high-
ly creditable to the Duke, and honorable to the
nation.. The union of the young Prince of O-
range with another branch of the fame family,
renders the connection ill moredefirable. The
Duchefs of York, if fame fpeaks trath, poflefles
every amiable qualily that can adorn her fex.—
At Berlin her character is held in high eftimation.
Her Royal Highnefs, it is to be hoped, will be-
come the model of female imitation; and her
example may banifh from the highercircles thofe
modifh follies which at prefent prevail, & which,
if not criminal, are certainly ridicnlous, and en-
gage too much of their leifure and attention.

A printed paper has been diftributed ar Stock-
holm, one of which the King found under his
feat, and of which the following is a copy :

¢¢ The Swedifh nation will »oz go to war a-
gainft the French nation :—The law only per-
mits our aflembly to make an offenfive war ; thy
oath obliges thee only to lead its troops for the
fervice of the nation ; and it is only in this fer-
vice that we will fight againft who ever offers to
offend or tranfgrefs the laws, and are inany wife
deficient in difcharging their duty.”

By the Nancy, Captain Anderfon, arrived yef-
terday in the river, from Rouen, in Normandy,
we are acquainted, that the utmoft rejoicings
were obferved in that city, fo long celebrated
for its exertions in the caufe of freedom, on the
day which che intelligence arrived ofthe French
King’s acceptance of the Conftitution. Captain
Anderfon adds, thar the people of that country
feem fo attached to the late changes, thar if he
may judge of all France by the people ef Rouen,
all the powers of Europe united, will not be able
to make them change their political creed.

_The price of bread in Paris ftill continues to
rife, and it is feared may interrupt the public
tranquillity. It isactributed to the failure of the
crops through the fouthern provinces of France.
In the north the harveft was good.

The plague flill rages at Conftantinople, and
ftill more in the Morea and in Egypt.

The different prefenrs made in Berlin, which
the Duke of York diftributed on account of his
marriage, coft the fum of 35,000 rix dollars.

The American funds are now much fought af-
ter, and have rifen within the two laft months
from 92 to 120 per cent. The Dutch have fold
out very large fums from our funds, to purchafe
thofe of America.

Accounts from Canftantinople mention, that
every thing was reduced to order in that empire,
:]he ;ebe]s in Afia and Africa were entirely fub.

ued.

The Dutch have continued felling out of our
funds for fome time, efpecially Bank Stock, fo
that at the opening of the books laft Thurfday,
more transfers were made than ever were known
in oneday before. The high rate at which they
have fold will give a vaft profit to the foreigners';
but it is a comfort to fee now iittle the price has
been affected ; not above two or three per cent.
by the prodigious fums fold out. Nothing proves
more the internal riches of oy country, than
this circumftance, that when the foreignc:rs chufe
to fell out of our funds, the narive ftockholders
can take on themfelves all that comes to marker
and as the intereft of it will in future be paid to
and fpent among ourfelves, and not remitted a-
broad, it will operate to keep up the courfe of
exchangein favor of this country.

The French king has begun ro appoint the of-
ficers of his new houfehold. M. de Briffac is
commander in chief of the military department
M. de Harvelly is commander of the infamry,
and M de Point I'Abbe of the cavalry, ;

The Emprefs of Ruffia hasdifbanded the great-
er part of her Afiatic troops, and diftribured a-
mong them implements of agriculture.

_The Royal Academy of Berlin held their’ an-
niverfary meeting on the sth ult. the king’s
birth-day, when M. de Hertfberg notified, that
amongft feveral others, the King of Poland had
been eleted a member of that Academy,

The.difturbances which exifted in the Canton
of Berne, are entirely fettled without bloodfhed,
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This merning John Hopkins, Efg. Lord May-
or elect, was preiented to the Lord Chancellor,
ot his houfe in Ormound-ftreet, and received the
fignification of his Majeity’s approbation,

I'he King of Spain bas lately made confidera-
ble promotions among the officers of hi’l army,
and has intimated am intention of raifing the
pay of his troops. Thefe are very obviobs, but
only temporary expedients for fecuring the obe-
dience of troops, between whom and their com-
manders there is no common interelt.

Spain feems to take one leflon from France.
In order to effect the Revolution themore furely,
France encreafed the pay of the foldiers. Spain,
to fecure theirallegiance to Monarchy, has done
(he fame. Thus has the foldier fared well, whe-
ther freedom or defpotifim prevails : but it may
be a bad military leflon, to adopt that caule
which pays beit.

The Refolution of the Emperor are the moft
fatal ftrokes that could poffioly have been given
to the hopes of the refugee princes ; for indepen-
dent of depriving them of all expéliations from
him, they will throw a damp upon the fuccefs
of their negociations elfewhere. .

M EN T Z, Odober 17.

The ¥French emigrants who were here a few
days ago, received a meflage from the Prince of
Conde, requefting them to repair to him at
Worms ; but on their arrival in that city he was
not to be found, having fet off for Afchaflen-
bourg. By the defpair and fadnels vifible a-
mongft thefe foreigners, it is imagined that the
object, for which M. de Conde defired their at-
tendance, was to communicate to them the bad
news of the acceptation of the new conftitrution
by his Moft Chriftian Majefty, which deffroyed
every hope of fuccour from foreign powers to
reftore the ancient form of government, and en-
able them to return to their own country.

CONGRESS.
PHILADELPHIA.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
'  TUESDAY, DeceMBER 27, 1791.
The Report of the Committee of the whole Houfe on
the Poft-Office Bill, was taken into confideration.
HE feveral amendments agreed to by the
committee were read. The firff fection, as
amended, after fome further amendments, was
agreed to—rthis fection detailsthe roads. Second
amendment was to authorize the Poftmafter-Ge-
neral to form contradis for carrying the mail on
crofs-roads—agreed. In the eighth fetion the
rates of poftage are eftablithed by an amend-
went, the lowelt at fix cents for a fingle letter,
and-ihe higheft twenty-five cents for the greateft
diftance—agreed.
_ The fubftitation of ¢ imprifonment for life,”
in lieu of the words ‘¢ fhall faffer death,”” for
robbing the mail, was objected to by Mr. Hart-
ley, who obferved, that for the protection of pro-
perty, moft countries have enacted penal laws,—
Thofe which have been the moft fanguinary,
have, I think, not been the moft fuccefsful.—
Thofe of a moderate complexion, have had a
better effect, without fporting with the lives of
men. -

While the Englith government had its influ-
ence in America, the pablic mind in moft of the
Provinces was in favor of the former kind. Penn-
fylvania was among the firft exceptions. The
Quakers, who firft fettled Pennfylvania, were
moderate in their manners and principles : —
their penal code remained till the late revolu-
tion. The independence of America has led to
great inquiry—and we have ventured to change
our laws, and made them lefs fanguinary—this
has happened in a greater or lefler degree in moft
of the Stares.

Life is not {ported with, and the idea of con-
finement and repentance ftrongly prevails, As 1
have faid the other day—we have altered our
laws with great fuccefs iu Pennfylvania,

What prote@ion are we to have to
perty !—What danger is it fubject to ?

The Poftmafter-General will doubtlefs take
fecurity from the depurties he appoints, and of
thofe to whom the mail is entrufted. -

. This is our fecurity—and there is fcarcely an
inftance where a man’is punithed with death for
a mere breach of truft.

Fn_r;l;es 1and imprifonment will be fufficient to
punith the party, and de i
Hhgthe lik‘:: 4 ter others from commit-

Iris not likea robbery upon the perfon, taking
money. There is, in the latter, a complication
of offences—Perfonal fecurity as well as property
are involved, and thecrime enhanced. l’erhap}s
robbery fhould be punithed wich death ; buc |

this pro-
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think fine and imprifonment fufficient for the

crime now ander confideration. The public
mind would more approve of it than the panifh-
ment of death. = :

Mr. Boudinot ag@_ed in fentiment with Mr,
e He faid that extreme Ppunifhments of-
ten prevented a jury from convicting a criminal.

Mr. Barnwell was of opinion that a crime of
fo pernicious a nature as robbing the mail, ought
to be punifhed with death. :

‘Mr. Livermore was alfo in favor of the origi-
nal claufe. He obferved that a felon was never
fo fecure as when he was hanged out of the way.
In reply to Mr. Hartley’s remarks refpecting the
falutary effects of the new fyftem adopted in
Penrfylvania, he faid he did not think they were
fo apparent as had been reprefefited—crimes
were ftill commitied, he faid, in this city; for
that fince the meeting of Congrefs, feveral at-
tempts had been made to fet iz on fire. He faid
that punifhments, and capital ones, would always
be found neceflary.

Mr. Smith (N.H.) obferved, that punifhments
ought to be proportioned to the offences com-,
micted ; thisis not done in the bill—He there-
fore was under the neceflity of voting againft the
clanfe, in order to having fome modification of
it made. g

Mr. Hillhoufe was in favor of the amendment
as reported by the committee.

Mr. Hartley moved an amendment to the
amendment, by ftriking out the words ¢ for life”
—this was feconded by Mr. Findley, and fop-
ported by Mr. Kittera—whe obferved, that it was
a principle in jurifprudence not to leave too much
in the diferetion of the judges. Thisamendment
was carried.—On the queltion to agree to the fec-
tion as thus amended,

Mr. Baldwin ftated fundry particulars to thew
that the crimes and punifhments referred to in
this bill, were on a totally different principle
from thofe mentioned in laws already pafled by
the Legiflature of the United States. ~ He fhould
therefore vote againft the amendment.

The queftion being divided, the firft wason
ftriking out the claufe, ¢ fhall fuffer death,”—
ic paffed in the negative—{o that the original
claufe remains.

The twentieth fection, refpecting franking, Mi.
Wadfworth moved fhould be ftruck out. |

Mr. White obferved, that he did not like the
claufe as it ftands; but he wasnot for abolifhing
the privilegealtogether. Heread aclaufe which
very much reftricted the bufinels, and which he,
fhould prefer to the fection in the bill. 3

Mr. Hillhoufe faid he had thought favorably
of the motion; but on more mature confidera-
tion, and after hearing the arguments on the
fubject trom gentlemen in favor of it, he was of
opinion it would be beft to retain the privilege.

Mr. Wadfworth obferved, that finding a great
alteration had taken place in the fentiments of
gentlemen on the fubject, he had been induced
to renew the motion.—He obferved thac the evils
refulting from the practice, he had found on en-
quiry, were much greater than he had fuppofed ;
but if the practice 1s retained, he fhould greatly
prefer the propofition of the gentleman from
Virginia. He doubted not thatarevenue might
be raifed from the poft-office, and in a way which
would be perfectly agreeable to the people, pro-
vided abufes were kept out of the department, by
franks and other means.

Mr. Sturges replied to Mr, Wadfworth.—He
oblerved that it was not to be confiderd as a pri-
vilege conferred on the members, 'but intended
folely for the benefit of the people; it had not
been com plained of—was productive of the moft
falutary confequences—and he did net think the
difadvantages counterbalanced the numerous be-
nefits refulting from it. As to ‘the abufes men-
tioned, he had greater confidence in the honor
and integrity both of the prefent members, and
thofe of any future national legiflature, than to
fuppofe they weuld abufe the privilege. Hewas
in favor of every neceflary reftriction, but ftill
for retaining the fubflance of the claufe.

Mr. Gerry replied ro Mr. Wadfworth.—He ob-
ferved, in the courfe of his remarks, that the ar-
guments offered for abolithing the privilege,
were the moft forciblein favor of reraining it.

Mr. Kittera obferved, that though the revenue
of the poft office might at firft be affecred, ye:he
was of opinion that the correfpondencies which
would arife from thofe begunby franking, would
eventually contribute to an encreafe of the re-
venue.

[The further confideration of the amendments
was poltponed.]

WEDNESDAY, JanvaRry 18.

A bill to reimburfe certain extra expences of
the late commiflioners for v eating of peace with
the Creek Indians, haviiig been read a fecond
time, and referred to a committee of the wholc
lioufe on Wednefday nexr, it was-(on motion 0
Mr. Giles) refolved, that the Comptroller of the
treafary be directed to lay before the houfe 2
copy of the account of the faid extra expenfes.

A meflage, from the Prefident of the United
States, was delivered by Mr. Secretary Lear, to-
gether with the copy of an act of the Legiflature
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