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CONGRESS.
/ PHILADELPHIA.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
FRIDAY, December 23.
IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.
On the Poft-Office Bill. ;
The 8th feion, which had been poftponed, and which
regulates the rates of poftage, was taken into confi-
deration.

R. FITZSIMONS offered a fketch of rates

of poftage, by way of amendment, differ-

ent from that reported in the bill, and the rates

now paid—his plan was a general reduction of
the rates. 3

Mr. Goodhue faid, he did not believe that the
revenue from the poft-office, any more than t_hat
from the impoft, would be increafed by eftablifh-
ing an high rate of poltage.

He was pleafed with the fketch offered—and
wifhed it might be agreed to as anamendment—
he had no doubt of its encreafing the revenue of
the department.

Mr. Livermore was in favor of the original
rates reported in the bill—he conceived that the
reduced rates wounld be fo low, as marterially to
injure the income of the department. He faid,
that he did not conceive why the rare of poftage
for 100 miles; in one part of the United States,
thould be greater than for 100 miles in anothe:
part—he referred to the diminithed rates for
great.diftances. - . !

Mr. Williamfon was in favor of redacing the
rates —He obferved, that thongh our experience
in this bufinefs was not great, yet it was fufficient
to fhew that a reduction of the rates of poftage
tended to increafe the income of the department.
And the experience of European countries was
incontrovertibly in favor of the idea of a reduc-
tion.

Mr. Baldwin replied to Mr. Livermore, and
obferved that the amendment recognized the
fame principle in refpect to great diftances,which
is contained in the bill as reported.

On motion of Mr. Williamfon, theamendment
was altered, fo that the rate of poftage for a fin-
gle letter to the greateft diftance, thould not ex-
ceed 25 cents.

Mer. Fitzfimons’ amendment was then adopted.

The fe&tion which makes it death for perfons
employed in the poft-office department to rob the
mail, occafioned confiderable debate—the words,
¢ fhall fuffer death,”” were ftruck out, and it was
then moved to infert imprifonment for life, or
for a term which the court may think proper—
This motion occafioned further debate, on itz be-
ing moved to amend it, by ftriking outy imprifen-
ment for life—

Mr. Murray entered into a general confidera-
tion of the fubject—He was clearly of opinion
that if the punifhment was not lofs of life, it
ought to be the next in point of feverity—He en-
larged on the enormity of the crime, and infered
thar a perfon who was fo depraved as to be guil-
ty of it, oughr to be forever deprived of the pow-
er of injuring (ociety again—He adverted to the
principles advanced by Montefquieu, Beccaria,
and others, who had wrote fo ably on crimes and

. punifhments ; but with all their refinements, he’

faid, they were obliged to acknowledge that as
there were grades in guilt, {o there fhould be de-
grees of punifhment. He adverted to the regu-
lations of Pennfylvania, he faid their gaol was
more properly a fchool of morality, than a place
of punifhment—It may reform, but it will never
deter the abandoned from the perpetration of
crimes—It might anfwer, he obferved, the pre-
fent flate of fociety in the commonwealth, but he
doubted whether it would not invite to the com-
miflion of crimes, and accelerate the period when
they muft have;recourfe to a more fevere fyftem
of jurifprudence. He concluded by faying, that
as imprifonment for life was the next fevereft
punifhment to lofs of life, he fhould vare againft
the laft amendment.

Mr. Hartley defended the fyftem of punith-
ment and reformation adopted by Pennfylvania
—He faid, expericnce was in its favor—The gen-
tleman has carried our ideas to European coun-

tries, but he thought thar examples from ourown

country were more in point—He objected gene-
rally to fanguinary punithments; and the punifh-
ment now propofed he thought would be oo fe-
vere, if generally incurred for the crime under
confideration. -
MONDAY, December 26.
Debate on the Poft-Office Bill continued.
. On the fubjec of newfpapers, Mr. Williamfon
fuggeﬂ:cd the propriety of their being fo packed
that they may be eafily infpected by the Poft-
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mafters—that there fhould be feparate acconnts,
and a feparate mail or portmanteau for them—
and that the rate of poftage fhould be in propor-
tion to the diftance they are carried— thofe fent
100 and not exceeding 200 miles, # cent—thole
abgve 200 and not exceeding 300 miles, 1 cent—
thofe above 350 miles, 14 cent. He moved to

firike out the 23d fection, and to infertthe above

as a fubftitute.

Mr. Clark propofed to amend the clanfe by a
provifo—that the papers fhall be dried.

Mr. Fitzfimons doubted whether it wounld be
proper to agree to the amendment—he was of
opinion that the confequence would be, very_few
papers would be fent by the mail. He enqmr?d
who is to pay the poftage ?—The Printers will
not pay it—they are fufliciently out of pocket by
diftant fubfcribers. Isitto be defrayed by the
fubfcribers weekly ! —there is no coin of.che de-
fcription mentioned. "He obferved thar diffical-
ties would refult from the mode which is necef-
farily adopred for great pare of the year of fend-
ing the mail on horfeback. Should the papers
encreafe, as is {uppofed, it would be impoflible to
fend them. There weredifficulties in the butinefs;
the Printers had been called on to declare what
would be convenient and agreeable to them—
bur there was {o little concert amonyg them that
they bad not given any intimation to the depart-
ment of what would pleafe them.

Mr. Williamfon replied to Mr. Fitzfimons, and
obviated fome of the difficulties he fuggefted. —
He obferved that a certain weight ought to be
{pecified, which the Poftmafter cught not to ex-
ceed when the mail is fent on horfeback.

Mr. Clark faid he thought the moft eligible
method would be to make the Printers account-
able for the poftage—this, he faid, had been pro-
pofed by a Printer, who, he faid, printed a lar-
ger number of papers than any other Printer in
the United States. This, hethought, would fim-
plify the bufinefs, and prevent trouble in the
different poft-offices.

Mr. Bourne objected to different rates of poft-
age for newfpapers. He believed it was not cuf-
tomary with the poft-riders. He obferved that
newf{papers contained general information, and
ought to come to the fubfcribers in all parts of
the Union on the fame terms—the § cent would
indemnify for the charge. He moved that fuch
parts of the motion as propofes a different race,
thould be ftruck eut.

Mr. Boudinot faid that he believed the gentle-
man was miftaken in refpect to expence of car-
riage to a great diftance.—He further obferved,
that the rates being the fame to'all parts of the
Union, would operate asabounty to the Printers
at the fear of government; forit waswellknown
that the Printers at che fouthward could not af-
ford to fell their papers at the fame rate with
thofe at the northward.

Mr. Williamfon enlarged on thefe ideas.

- Mr. Steele faid that the amendment of his col.
league, inftead of giving facility to the circula-
tion of newfpapers, tended only to give a don-
ceur te the Printers of particular ftares. e
could have withed that the privilege of franking
had been ftruck our, and the fuppofed amount
thereof applied to defray the expence of tranf
porting the new{papers—it would conduce to
opening a larger channel of information, and
would in an ealy way bring intelligence to the
door of every citizen in the United Srates. He
preferred the bill without the amendment, as
more competent to the great object.

Mr. Parker obferved that every law ought to
be founded on a principle of equality—and on
this idea, {fuppofed the poftage ought to be aug
mented in fume proportion according to the dif-
tance.

Myr. Hillhoufe advocared an increafe of the
poftage. He faid the rates propofed were mnot
competent to difcharging the expence.

Mr. Williamfon faid that the half cent for a
great diftance would not defray the expence—
he had authority for the aflertion—and if the
rate is reduced, it will operate to difcourage the
private ftages, and aJl communication on thofe
roads fupported by private fubferiptions, will be
cut off. < '

Mr. Hartley was in favor of one rate—He ob-
ferved that the rates demanded by private pofts
was {o high, as to amount to an interdiction of
the papers almoft entirely.

Mr. Barnwell was in favor of Mr.Williamfon's
motion ; an half cenr, he faid, would not be fuf.
ficient to defray the expences.—He enlarged on
the bad policy of giving a monopoly to the prin-
ters at the feat of government—country papers
are important on many accounts, and ought to
be encouraged. He faid it was the opinion of
the poft-mafter general, that a half cent was not
afufficient poftage.

Mr. Bourne’s motion for ftriking out was ne-
gatived.

On motion of Mr. Hillhoufe, the poftage for
100 miles was raifed from an half to a whole
cent, and one cent and an half for any greater
diftance. o

Mr. Clark moved to add¥this claufe, ¢ to be
paid by the printers fending the fame, at the ex-

piration of every three months”—this was 14,
carried The fection was further amended by
faying that the newfpapers fhal! be under cover
opened at one end'—thq poft-mafters to receive
50 per ¢ent of the poftage. i

The refidue of - Mr. Williamfon’s amendment
was agreed to. i ;

Mr. Livermore moved that the provifo, which
empowers the contractors to carry new{papers,
thould be firuck our.

Mr. Page obflerved, that in difpoﬁng of this
bufinefs, the utmoft cuurion ought to be ufed,
lelt fome infringement of the liberty ofche prefs
fhonld be the confequence.—We have firbjected
the printers of papers to a certain tax for fend-
ing their papers by the mail ; and now it is pro- -
pofed to cut them off from all opportuniiy of
making their own contracts—He thought the by-
finefs ought to be fimplified as wmuch as poflible
—and rhe printers left to themfelves to difpofe
of their publications as rhey think proper, inde-
pendent of the mail.

Mr. Barnwell fupported the motion, he faid
that by retaining the claufe, the poit-office would
be fubjected to innumerable impofitions.

The provifo was truck our—and another pro-
pofed by Mr. Boudinot, to the fame purpofe,with
an addition, fabjecting papers fent by contract,
to the infpection of the polt-mafters. 3

This motion was objected to, as it would ope-
rate againft the revenue of the poft-office.

Mr. Boudinot obferved, that in forming the
contracts, the contractors always agreed for a
lefs confideration, on account of the advantage
derived from carrying newf{papers.

This motion was alfo difagreed rto.

The committee then rofe and reported the bill
with amendments to the Houfe.

MONDAY, January r6.

The meflage from the Prefident of the United
States, relative to the fitnation of the Weftern
Frontirs, being the Order of the Day, after read-
ing petitions, the Houfe went into a committee
of the whole, and the galleries were cleared.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17. :

A bill to reimburfe ceitain exira expences in-
curred by the late commiffioners for treating of
peace with the Creek Indians, was read the firft
time. :

A reprefentation and memorial of Chriftopher
Junior, and Charles Marthal, ftating that they
have eftablithed a chemical laboratory ir: the ci-
ty of Philadelphia, for the manufacture of §al-
Armoniac, Glauber Salts, &c. and praying the
ptronage of Corigrefs, by laying extra duties on
thofe articles imported from abroad—was read
and laid on the table.

Several petitions for penfions and com penfati-
ons were read,and refered tothe Secretary of war.

A petition of Henry Lee was read, praying the
renewal of a certificate of pablic debt, which
had been deftroyed—referred to the Sec retary
of the Treafury. :

Mr. Murray moved that the petition of John
F. Amelung fhould be taken up in order fo its
being referred to the Secretary of the Treafury.

Mr. White objected to going into the difcuffi-
on of any bufinefs of a privare nature, while put-
Jic concerns of the firft importance demand the
immediate attention of the Houfe. :

_ The queflion being put for raking up the pe-
tition, ic was negatived.

Mr. Dayton laid the following refolution, in
fubftance, on the table, that the Prefident of the
United States be requefted to caufe to be laid be-
fore the Houfe copies of the official communica-
tions which have taken place between the Su-
preme Executive of. the State of Pennfylvania,
and the Secretary of War, relative to a plan of
military operations—alfo fuch documents as may
have been received refpecting an invafion of the
frontiers of this State.

The order of the day on the Prefident’s mef-
fage refpecting the weitern frontiers, being cal-
led for, the galleries were fhut.

BOSTON, January 2.

Capt. Clap, in the brig Lion, arrived ar Port-
land on Saturday, the 24th ult. from Port-av-
Prince, and informs, that on the 22d of Novem-
ber, that place was fet on fire by the Mulattoes,
and almofl entirely deftroyed. :

Immediately after the town was deftroyed,che
Whites (on the idea that the Blacks were accef-
fory to its deftruction) formed the horrid defign
of putting to death all the Negro and Mulacto
women and children, who remained in the town.
And this defign, to the eternal infamy of the pet-
petrators, was put immediarely into exccuiion.
An indiferiminate flaughter took place ; and no’
one who could be found during that, day—whe=
ther innocent or guilty, but was inftan raneoufly
burchered, either by a buller through she head,
or.a bayonet into their bowels.

Capt. Clap lefc Port-au-Prince the 25th of No-
vember ; at which time the town was ®illy fur-
rounded-by the Mulatioes and Neoroes. The
Whites were greatly difcouraged, and were dif*
pafed to make peace on any terins,




