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different purpofes: to men in trade it was a con-
fiderable advantage, amounting probably, in fome
inftances, toa hundred dollars a year :—it wounid
be better to take away the privilege entirely, and
reduce the general rates of poltage one half, or
to allow the members, at the clofe of each feffion,
to make a charge for all letters on public bufi-
nefs, trom their conftituents, or to make them
an allowance in grofs to defray the expenfe of

oftage :—better even, if necetlary, to make an
addition to the compenfation which the mem-
bers receive for their fervices, if the prefent one
be found incompetent to their honorable fupport.

On the other hand it was obferved, that the
privilege of franking was not aflumed by the
members, for their own private accominodation,
but for the benefit of their conftituents, to tranf-
mit to them every neceflary informarion, ref-
pecting the operations of the general govern-
ment, and to receive from them fuch iuforma.
tion as they might have to communicate :—pe-
titions are frequently enclofed to members ; and
if thefe were to be fubjeét to the payment of
poftage, the privilege of petitioning the houfe,
would be in a great meafure defiroyed : the di-
minution of revenue, which the poft-ottice might
in fome inftances fuffer from the privilege of
franking, ought not to be deemed a futlicient
reafon for abolifhing that privilege ; fince it was
allowed, that the object, contemplated in the
eftablithment, was the general convenience, and
an eafy and fpeedy mode of difleminating public
and private inrelligence :—revenue was burt a fe-
condary confideration ;—although the citizens,
who live at the feat of government, and have
daily opportunities of learning from the newi-
papers what public meafures are going forward,
may not be materially affected by the abrogation
of the privilege, yet the cafe would be widely
different, with thofe who live at a diftance, ef-
pecially when fifcal operations were on foot :—
thofe who are informed, will make a prey of
thofe who are ignorant ; and deftructive {pecu-
lation will enrich the few, at the expenfe of
the many :—in a government of opinioun (which
is the government of America) much greater re-
liance is to be placed on the confidence of the
people, than upon any other circomfiance :—
thar confidence can only be the refult of the ful-
Jeft information :— but if the privilege of frank-
ing were taken away, the avenues of informa.
tion would be, in a great meafure, clofed ; for
the members could not undertake, at their own
private expenfe, to tranfimit intelligence to eve-
ry part of the Union: yet the citizens have a
right to expect informartion not only of the adts
of government, but alfo the principles, upon
which they were grounded :—The abufes of the

privilege, that have prevailed in England, do.

not prevail here ; and its abolition would give
general diflatisfaction, particularly in the more
diftant parts of the union, where information
would be fubject to avery high tax, if circulated
through the poft-office, at the ordinary rates of
poftage : of thole bundlesof letters received and
difpatched by members of Congrefs, many (tho’
far from being unncceflary, as had been faid)
would perhaps never be written, if they were
not to pafs free of poftage ; and thus that free
communication of fentiment between reprefen-
tative and conftitnent, which is fo eflential ina
government like this, would be in a great mea-
fure cut off ; and the poft-office would gain little
or nothing by it, as thofe packetsof newfpapers,
bills, reports, &c. would either be fent by pri-
vate hand, or not f{ent at all : even here an in-
equality would prevail, as the people who live
near the feat of government, and all along the
main road, could, from the greater frequency of
epportunities, receive fuch packets with more
eafe and regularity, whilft thofe in more remote
ficuations, could feldom or never receive them,
unlefs by the mail : the expenfe arifing from the
percentage to the poflmafter on the free letrers,
is but trifling, as in fuch cafes he receives no more
for a packet of two ounces, than for a fingle let-
ter : and as to the idea of allowing the members
to make a charge for their letters, this would be
no better than receiving with one hand, and pay-
ing away with the other: if however it were
found abfolutely neceffary to take precautions
againft the abufes that were apprehended, this
might be done, by limiting the number or weight
of letters that fhould go free by any one poit,
without entirely preventing the interchange of
fentiments between the reprefentative and his
conftituents.

MONDAY, Decemser 26.

The bill for carrying into effect a contract be-
tween the United States and the ftate of Pennfyl-
vania (relative to the purchafe of a tract of Jand
bordering on Lake Erie) was read a third time
and pafled.

Mr. Clark prefented the perition of Patrick
Ferrall, chief clerk in the office for fertling the
accounts between the United States and indivi-
dual States, praying to be placed on the fame foot-
g in refpect to falary as the chief clerks in the
Treafury departnent, whieh was read and laid
on the table,
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Several other petitions were read, and referred
to timz heads of departments.

An committee of the whole, on the Poft-Office
Bx!l‘—Mr. W. Smith in the chair,

T'he 23d fection relates tothe carriage of new
papers—it was moved to ftrike out the fection,
and fubftitute the following :

'I.‘hut all newfpapers carried in the mail, and
which fhall be under cover open at one end, fhall
be charged with the payment of one cent for any
dlﬂfnce not exceeding 1oo miles, and one and a
half cent for any greater diftance—and that the
newfpapers be carried in feparate bags from the
letters—and it fhall be the dary of the Poftmatter-
General and his Deputies 1o keep a feparate ac-
count of all newfpapers; and, the Deputy Poft-
malters thall receive 50 per cent. upon the poft-
age of them—which was agreed to. The com-
mittee then rofe, and reported the bill, wich fun-
dx-:}"amendxllenls, which were laid on the table.

I'he Speaker laid before the Houfe a letter
from the Secretary of the Treafury, covering a
report on the petition of Catharine Greene, wi-
dow of the late General Greene, purfuant to a
reference of the late Houfe of the 4th of March,
1790, which was read, and on motion ordered,
that it be referred to a committee of the whole
Houfe on Thurfday next, and that 100 copies of
faid reporr, and the documents accompanying
the fame, be printed. Adjourned.

TUESDAY, D:tcEMBER 27.

The report of the commitee of the whole
Houfe on the Poft-Office Bill was taken into con-
fideration.

The feveral amendmenis agreed to by the com-
mittee, were read—the principal part of which
being ftill further amended, were adopted by
the. Houfe. The amendment to the 20th fection,
which refpecis the privilege of Franking, being
read, Mr. Wadfworth renewed the motion for
expunging the claufe——this occafioned fome de-
bate. Mr. White propofed a fubftitute which
contained various reftrictions on the privilege—
bqt an adjournment being called for, took place,
without a decifion—and the further confideration
of the amendments was poftponed ill to-morrow.

LEGISLATURE of PENNSYLVANIA,

| To the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the

State of Pennfylvania.
GENTLEMEN,

IT gives me great fatisfaction to communicate
to you a copy of ‘a letter from the Prefident of
the Uniced States, from which you will obterve,
that exertions are making under the authority of
the Federal Government to protect ef# ‘tually the
expofed part of the frontiers.

THOMAS MIFFLIN.

Philadelphia, 24th December, 1791.

United States, 23d December, 1791.
SIR,

I HAVE received your Excellency’s letter of
yefterday, enclofing a copy of a reprefentation
to you from the inhabitantsof Pittdburg, relative-
ly to theirapprehenfions, in confequence of a late
defeat of the troops under Major-Gen.” St. Clair.

I can, with great propriety, aflure your Excel-
lency, that it is my earneit defire thatall the ex-
pofed parts of the froutiers fhould be as effectu-
ally protected, at the general expence, as the cafe
may require.

I fhall direct the Secretary of War to confer |

with your Excellency upon this fubject, and to

inform you of fuch meafures as have been direét- |

ed, and are in a train of execution.
I am, with due confideration,
Your Excellency’s moft obedient fervant,
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

His Excellency the Governor of Peanfylvania.

Philadelphia, December 28,

=

Wednefday laft Richard Henry Lee, Efq. took
his feat in the Senate of the United States.

Two important billsare now beforethe Senate |

of the United States—one for the encouragement
of the Bank and other Cod-Fifheries—the other
for the eftablithment of a Mint.

The projeét of uniting the Delaware and
Schuylkill by a canal, is an undertaking worthy
the enterprizing fpirit of the times, and will
doubtlefs be carried into execurion.

The number of paflengers which have arrived |

in the port of Philadelphia in one year, with a
view to become fettlers in this country; amounts
to two thoufand feven hundred and forty perfons.

By an addrefs from Gov. Telfair to the Affemn-
bly of Georgia, it appears that the Treaty with
the Creek Nation, made by the United Stares, is
to be the fubject of animadverfion in the Legif-
Jature of that State.— It is rather curious tharthe
fame Treaty does not meet the approbation of
W. A. Bowles, whois fomenting mifchief among
the fouthern Indians.

It is moft probable that the Treaty, from this
ftate of things, is juft and right.

In the acconnt of the deftruction of the town
of Port-au-Prince, in Hifpaniola, which fad event
took place the 22d ult. it is faid thac the Mulat-
toes fet fire to different parts at the fame time—
that 32 fquares, with all that they contained of
produce, ftores and provifions, &c. were confum-
ed.—The cannonading lafied one hour after-
ward, and the mufquetry continued the remain-
der of the day, and during the nighe. Many per-
fons mug coufequently have perithed. %

Extratt of a letter from a gentleman in the country,
to his friend tu this city.

““ Melancholy news from the Weftward
Are not fuch repeated ftrokes indications that our
caufe in that country is not good ? 1 think fo—I
fear we are too rath in our operations that way.
No doubt the Indians, difturbed on their native
foil, feel all the boilibgs of injured innocence—
and were a few of their Chiefs in audience be-
fore Congrefs, perhaps they might plead their
caufe to the confufion of many who think lictle
of them—rtheir rights—or of what ought to be
faid in their favor,

‘1 hope fuch meafures will be taken, or refo-
lutions gone inro in confequence of this defeat,
as fhall be confiftent with the great principles of
juftice, as well as national policy.—Have there
been any meafures raken by government to make
peace with thefe unhappy people ?—If fo,it would
tend 1o farisfy the minds of our fellow-citizens
by making them public—if not, what has not our
government to anfwer for ! —Doubts on this head
give real diftrels to every ferious friend to their
country.,’

Public meafures are doubtlefs open to publie
animadverfion—but our remarks thould always
be feafonable, our cenfures direcied by judgment,
and in all misfortunes tempered with this confi-"
deration,

¢¢ That profp’rous actionsalways pafs for wife.”

The bufinefs of fending newfpapers by the
mail, may with the greareft fecurity be puton a
liberal fooring. The intereft of Printersis very
little concerned in the matter—but that of the
public is, and ought to be confidered as deeply
involved. If by an ealy feafible plau the tranf-
portation of newfpapers is facilitated, the ftreams
of information will be wide and copious, efpeci-
ally for a feafon—but as in all other cafes where
individuals diffufe their property, and encreafe
their debtors for fmall fumws, and at a diftance,
inevitable lofs enfues, fo it is in thisof Printing ;
andnothing but the greateft facility and certainty
in tranfporting the papers, will give the bufinefs
of anextenfive circulation any degree of ftability.

There is not a government on earth which is fo completely in
the hands of the people as that of the United States. By prelerv-
ing and firengthening it, the people fecure their own power. For
they have no other means of alting as a people, and it is not ealy
to conceive of any half as effe€tual. © The ftate governments reach
to almoft every obje€, The national government feems to be in
the air over men’s heads, and barely touches their individual con=
cerns. The power of tne latter 1s {o limited, that it is little, and
fo divided with the ffate governments, that it is lefs than the letter
of the conftitution feems to give : It has fewer officers than any
fovercign government in the world. Look round, and fee how
few there are who have more thana common intereft to fupport it.
It isa truft, and a precious one in the people’s own handsto keep
it inviolate. It is their own; therefore it deferves their confiv
dente, and will reward their care.

IMPROMPTU.

Jor MrLLER’s Jefts, as all the world may fee,
Furnith our modern ftrokes of repartee;

Thence the ¢ {weet fa&t’’—which all belief furpaffes,
Of the plump buxom maid— drench’d in Molaffes !

PRICE CURRENT.—PUBLIC SECURITIES:
FUNDED DEBT.

6 pr. Cents 22f9 pr. £. u% pr. cent.
3 pr. Cents 13/4 665 do.
Defered 6 pr. Cents 13f6 673 do.
UNFUNDED DEBT.
Final Settl. and other Certificates 20/6 102} do.
Indents igfg. " 633
Bank Subfcriptions, 148 Dollars.
e

At No. 263, South Front-Street,
This Night Joun Macraerson will Le@ure on MECHANICS;
and begin precifely at Eight o’Clock.

Tickets are fold by Mr. Poulfon, at the Library ; Mr. Pelofi, at
thé Merchant’s Coffeehoufe ; and by faid Macpherfon, at onc half
a dollar each, -

(" Next Wednefday and Friday, he Letures on the fame
Branch. Dec. 28.

. LO-BE-SOLD,

THAT beautiful and elegant fituation on the banks of the Po-

tomack, adjoining the town of Alexandria, whereon the fub-
fcriber now refides ; about 25 or go acres will be fold with the
improvements, which are a neat and commodious two ftory houfe,
compleatly finifhed from the cellar to the garret, a kitchen, laun-
dry, meat-houfe, dairy, two ftory barn, and ice houfe, all finifhed
in the beft manner, together with feveral other neceffary outhoufes,
the yard and garden neatly paled, and a {killful gardner now em-
ployed in putting it in fine order ; the land well enclofed with a

. poft and rail fence ; a well, and fprings of excellent water—the
| profpeét is equalled by few, and excelled by none in America—

its contiguity to Alexandria, the Federal Town, and George~
Town, having a fine and full view of each place, muft render it in’
a few years of great value, being direétl} in a line of conimunica-
tion from Alexandria to the other two towns. Should a purchafer
offer before the 151th of February next, a cheap bargain may be
had. An‘indifputable title, clear of adl incumbrances, will be made
by the fubferiber. T will alfo fell with this'place, 220 Acres of
Wood Land, about g miles diftant, which will fuit well to fups
port the above in wood and timber,

Decegmber 14, 1791, (ef) BALDWIN DADE.
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