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AN
AD D R -E585-"8
TO THE CITIZENS OF
WESTMORELAND, WASHINGTON, FAYETTE AND
ALLEGHANY COUNTIES,
ON THE

R.E Ml N AUZE LA W.

By JOHN NEVILLE, InspecTor OF THE REVENUE,
Survey No. 4, DisTrRICT:PENNSYLVANIA.

(conTiNUED.)

HE fale of the weltern lands is alfo mentioned by the com-
mittee, as a refource for the purpofe. This is fomething
more {ubftautial ; and accordingly Congrefs have by law made
provifion forapprovriating the proceeds of the fales of thofe lands,
s a fund for finking the pegr and freeing our country of its
burden. This refource is wifely deftined for the difcharge of
the principal. It Congrefs could honeltly have refrained from
making another provifiou for the interelt, it would have been
very bad management to have done fo, and to have exhaufted fo
gond a fund for extinguithing the pnincipal, in the mere pay-
meot ot intereft.  Bat Congrefs had not this option ;- thé honor
and credit of the couatry, its fafety in time of future necd, obliged
them to make provifion fer paying theiatereft annually in money,
-according to their contract. The goverment, and the country
would have been the deriiion of the woild, if they had failed to
difcharge this duty. And fufficient dependence could not have
been placed upon the produce of the fales of the weftern lands, to
enfwer that end, if it had cven been deemed expedient to eat
them out with intereft of the debr,

It may be thought, that Congrefs ought before this to have
pafled an aé for the eftablithment of a land-office.  This bufinels
has not been negle€ted ; fome examination of the fubjeét has been
made, but thofe who are aware, how many difficulties attend

the regulation of this matter, and how much difficalt bufinefs.

Congrefs have had on hand befides, will be 1eady to make allow-
ances for the delay ; it is probable 100 that the difturbed fate of
the troutiers has contributed 10 the fufpenfion ot the land-office.
It may have been thought beft not o fell the land till the contro-
verfy with the Indians was finally feitied. But be this as it may,

the obfervations which have been made are, I wruft, fufficient to
fatisfy you, that this fund could not have rendered an additional

tax unnecetfary.

The committee afk, why not open an office for unpurchafed
Jands, and give theholders warrants for their debts ? The an-
fwer to this is plain : becaufe it would be a violent breach of
faith and contradt ; becaufe Congrels, having promifed o pay
the creditors in money; to oblige them, without their confent,
to take wild land, would be little better than not to pay them at
all; becaule nations, like individuals are bound by interelt, as
weil as duty, to be honeft, and 1o perform their engagements ;
becaufe not to do it as far as circumftances permit, is weak and
foolifh, as well as wicked ; becaule the United Statés may again
be engaged ina war, and in fach cale would again have occalion
(o borrow money, and if they were to'treat theix prefent credi-
tors 1n the manner propafed, they would never be trufted again
becaufe, in fine, the public bonds, or the evidences of the debt,
are as wuch the property of the holder, as his hat or his coat, and
10 violate that property would be an aét of tyranay and oppreffion
1a the government, g

The teuth is, fellow-citizens, that fome additional revenue was
indifpenfable ; and that Congrefs had no optign, except between
4 duty on diftilled fpirits, and a tax on houfes, lauds, horfes, and
catle, and, if the tax now complained of wereto be repealed,
1t would only be to make way tor the other.

Are you ferioufly of opinion, that it would be better to havea
tax on all your houfes, lands and ftock than on the whitkey you
diftili or confume ? The committee exprels an opinion that it
would be.  Burt have they fufliciently weighed the inatter ; have
they not rather confulted their diflike to the prefent tax than ex-
prelled yourreal fentiments in relation to the fubftitute ?

Remember, that a duty on {pirus divides itfelt amoog all thole
who conflume the {pirits, whether they are the makers ot 1t, or
the purchafers from thofe who make it ; but that a tax on land
falls wholly on the proprietors of thofe lands ; are the propric-
tors of lands among you prepared to take upon themfeives the
whole weight of the burden, rather than to thare 1t with other
clalles of the community ?

Remember alfo that a tax which might be laid by Congrefs on
lands, would be according to fome ge=neral rule, which would
operate alike inall parts of the State. ~ It would not be poflible
to fhift the burden from one county to another.  Can it be the

1nterelt ot the new fettled counties to fee a tax laid and collefed |

upon fuch principles ? think well of thefe matters, and judge
whether it be prudent to feck a change of the prefent duty for a
tax on your houfes and lands, -

Suffer me to appeal, upon the prefent occafion to your candor.
You certainly remember that oue of the objettions molt ftrenu-
oufly urged againft the prefent conltitution of the United States,
was, thatitgave Cougrefsa power to levy dirc€t taxes: it was
then {aid by the oppolirs ot the government, that the difference
of circumftances of differsat parcs of the umon rendered it im-
poflible for them to « xercife the power wichout oppreflion. A-
mongit thofe who mott ftrongly objeted 1o dirc€t taxes were the
veprefentatives of thefe weltern counties, in the State convention ;
and it was admitted by the friends of the conftitution, that there
might be real difficulty in the exercife of that power, and that it
vught 1o be forborne as long and as much as poffible.

This objeétion extended throughout the United States, Amend-
ments have been propofed to take the power from Congrels, tho
1t has not been propofed to leffen or abolifh their power to lay
an excife. Would it have been wife in Congrefls, when they
hed a choice, 1o exercife thus early the very power the pofl:flion
of which was moftobjeéted to ? Is it probable that an exercife of
it would Bave been better relifhed than of the oue whicn has beeu
exercifed ? ,

Congrefs, indeed, when the duty complained ot was laid,

could not have Jaid a dircét tax, if they had defired it. Dircét
taxes by the conftitution are to be apportioned according to num=
bers.  The cenfus to afcertain thefe numbers was not taken at the
ume of layiag the duty on fpirits,
. Fellow citizeus—The commitcee indulge themfelves 10 an in-
diferimivate reprobation of excifes, but they donot fay what thicy
mean by the term. It is neceffary to annex a meaning to i, and
to attend to the realonablencis and confequences of that reprova-
tion.

The ufual fignification of an excife, is an internal duty on con-
fumable cowmodutes, s éverv fuch duty 10 165 ndture odious

and ryrannical ? It ithe, then is the fitnation of the farmer much
lefs eligible than T had ever fuppofed it'w be. T will explain my
meaning.  Dutics on articles of confumption naturally and gene-
rally fall upon the.coufumers. The idle man who lveson his in-
come, the land-holder, the merchaunt, the lawyer, the mechanic,
in {hort every man who.confumes, pays his part of it; thiey are of
courfe divided among the whole community. This is the more
important, brcaufe excifes are aétually the greatelt revenacs of all
countries we know of, and prevail molt in the frecft governments :
but if uo internal duties on confumable articies are to be laid, of
fo important a branch of ‘reveufie is to be taken out of the hands
of government, how can the chafm be filled but at the expence of
the landed property ? 'What other tund can furnifh an excefs ca-
pable of fupplying the place of fo confiderable a refource ? And
Zoyr will the farmer be able o ftruggle with this increale of bur-
en? ’

This point ought to be viewed with reference to future as well
as palt umes; if excifes may beproper taxes hereafter, they can
hardly be tyrannical now.

Bat in truth no good reafon can be afligned, why an internal
duty‘on a coniumable commodity is more improper than an cx-
rernal duty on a fimilar commodity. YAll muft depend upon the
regulations ander "which'either is’ collefted ; either may be op-
preflive or not, according to the nature of  thefe regulations ; and
whatever objections can at any time be jultly made on the fubjeét,
eught to be applied to the mode of colieétion, not to the duty
itfelf,

And if any internal dutyon articles of confumption is proper,
that on ardent (pirits mult be admitted to be the moft proper. I¢
1s not the lefs a luxury from being the luxury of all claffes.  What
article can be 1magined that ought to'be preferred ?

I thall now, fellow-citizens, ftate the {everal objeétions which
the committee have urged againlt the law, and 1 fhall fubmit to
your imypartial decifion a brief adfwer to each.

Firft objetion. ** Excife laws are dangerous to libertyy and in-
compatible with the temper of a free people.”

Aufwer. The manner in which they are dangerous to liberty
ought to have been fhewn. In Enzland, where there is a heredi-
tary monarch, and the powers an{prerogativcs of the crown are
immenfe, the number of officers otcafioned by the great multipli- |
cation of excifedaws, might be regarded as dangerous to liberty, |
inafmuch as it might tend ‘to’ incidafe the influence of the crown, |
already too great.
ment, at the head of which'is an elettive and refponfible magif-
trate of four years duration, with powers incomparably more
limitted, and coupled with a branek of the legiflature i the ex- |
ercife of fome of the moft important of them ; and which go-
vernment has the power of appointing officers in only a limitted |
number of cafes, « The difficulty of repealing a daugerous claufe
in an excife 1s greater too ii Engi’a&d by reafon of an entire houle
of hereditary nobles. :

One great objetion to the excif¢ law ia England, on the fcore
of danger to liberty is, the suMmMa®y JuRIsDiCTION granted to
the excife officer invading the conrf of the common law and the
TRIAL BY JURY; Liw No SUCH JURISDICTION is givea by
the aét in queftion.

Excife laws exift and are tolerated by the people in the freeft
countries of Furope ; and they have long exifted and been fub-
mitted to in {everal of thefe States : and thofe among the fore-
moft for their attachment to liberty, and their exertions in our
revolution ' In eonnefticut they have been extended to foreign
articles «<f confumption generally, g

The above pofitions {o contrary to all experience and fae, and
fo inconfiftent with the neceffities of fociety cannot fail to be er,
roneous.

Second obje@ion. ¢ Excifes are odious on account of the
‘ powers of in{pefling and fearching Houses which are necef-
‘¢ farily given to officers to fecure the collettion of the duty; be-
% ing an invafion of demeftic peace and private property.”

Anfwer. The great body of confiderate citizens generally
view excife laws as necellary to anfwer the public exigencies,
without opprefling any particular clafs of the community, and
acquicfce in them sccordingly. Some of the powers attending
fome of the excife laws of Great-Britain have been complained of
even by fober men. Such is the powerof the officer to vifit and
fearch at HI1S DISCREEION ANY HOUSE OR BUILDING WHAT-
eviR of the perfons who deal in the excifed article. But no fuch
POWER EX1sTs inthe Law which is the fubjeét of this addref:,

fro BE CONTINUED,)

BERLTIN, O¢ober 1.
CEREMONY OF THE DUKE OF YORK'S MARRIAGE,
THE day before yefterday in the evening the

wedding of'thé Princefs Frederita with the
Duke of York was coufummated.

About fix o’clock all peifons ofa princely blond
afiembled in gala in the apartments of the Dow-
ager Qneen, where the diamond crown was put
on the head of Princels Frederica. The gene-
rals, minifters, ambafladors, and the high nobili-
ty, allembled in the Whirte-hall, .

" Lmmediately after it flruck féven o’clock the
the Duke of York led the Princefs, his fpoufe,
whofe train was carried by four Dames de la
Cour, preceded by the gentlemen of the cham-
ber, and the court officers of fate, through all
the parade apartments, into the White-hall.
After them went the King, with the Queen Dow-
ager ; Prince Lewis of Prullia, and the reigning
Queen, (the crown Prince was abfent by indifpo-
ficion) ; the hereditary Prince of Orauge, with
Princels Wilhelmina ; Prince Henry, third fon
to the King, with the bereditary Stadiholdrefs,
his aunar; Prince Welhelm of Pruflia, with Prin-
cels Augufta ; the Duke of Weimar, with rhe
Pipoufe of Prince Henry of Pruthia ; the reigning
' Doke of Mécklenbarg Strelitz, with the heredi-
-tary Princefls of Brunfwick,

In the White-hall, a canopy of crimfon velver
was evected, and alfo a crimifon velver fofa for
the marriage ceremony.

b5

But this does in no fhape apply to a govern- {

a

When the young couple had placed themfelves
under the canopy, before the fofa, and the roy-
al family ftood round them, the upper Counfel-
lor of the confiftory, Mr. Sack, wade a fpeech in
German. This being over rings"were exchang-
ed: and che iliuftrious couple, kneeling on the
fo_t‘a, were married according to the rights of' the
reformed church. The whole ended with a pray-
er’; and, twelve guns placed in the garden fir-
Ang three rounds, the benedidion was given.
After which the new married couple received
the congratulations of the royal family, and they
returned in the fame order to the apartments,
where the royal family and all perfons prefent
fat doewn to card tables ; after which the whole
court, the high nobility and the ambafladors, fat
down to fupper.

The faopper was ferved ar fix tables. The firft
was placed under a canopy of crimfon velver,and
the victuals ferved in gold difhes and plates,
Lieut. General Bornftedt and Count Brohl had
the honor to carve, without being feated,

The other five tables, at which fat the gene-
rals, minifters, ambafladors, all the officers of the
courts, and the high nobility, were ferved in o-
ther apartments. : :

Thofe who did the honneurs at the tables
were, at the firft, Prince Sacker, Minifter of Stare
—at the fecond, General Mollendorf—ar the
third, Count Finckenftein, Minifter of State—ac
the fourth, Count Schulemberg, Lieut. General
and Minifter of State—ar the fifih, Major Gene-
ral Bithoffswerder. A

During fupper, mufic continued playing in the
galleries of the firft hall, which immedijately be-
gan when the company entered the hall,

At the deflerr, the royal table was ferved with
a beautiful fet of china, made in the Berlin Ma-
nuofactory. .

Supper being over, the whole affembly repair-
ed to the Whire-hall, where trumpet, timbrel,
and other mufic was playing. The Flapbeau
Dance was begunjar which the Minifters of Srate
carvied the torches, Wichthis ended rhe Féttivity. =

The new couple were attended to their apart-
ments by the reigning Queen and the Queen
Dowager. 3

The Duke of York wore, on this day, the En-
glith uniform, and the Princefs Frederica was
dreffed in a fuic of drap d’argent, ornamented
with diamonds.

The palace of the Margrave of Anfpach was ils
luminated. -

L ONDO N, O&ober 1o,

The Duchefs of York.

At this junctuve a few traits deferiptive of her
Royal Highnefs’s perfon and charaéter may not
be unacceprable to our resders. -

In (tature; her Royal Highnefs is fhort, her
fymmetry, however, is exact, and the general ef-
fect it produces upon the fpectator, if it does not
ftrike by Majeity, conciliates by amiable gentle=
nefs, and wins its way eafily to the heart.

her avgult parent’s; the eye, like his, full and
mild ; the mouth finall, and not prejecting, the
chin fweetly turned, and, as a phyfiognomift
would remark, indicatery of fenfibiliry and fine
temper.—Her complexion is fair, clear and heal-
thy ; the hair approaching ro flaxen. A

Lord Dorchef Sand family, recently arriv&
from Canada, return no more to America,
Lordfhip being fucceeded in his government.

A caufe was brought on at York aflizes fome
time ago, by a phyﬁcian for the recovery. of his
fees. He had a verdiét in his favor; but at the
laft affizes, the verdi¢t was (et afide, and Lord
Kenyon gave it as his opinion, that a phyfician’s
‘fees are not demandable of right.

The much talked of Abbe de®Barmond has
written to the Prefidenr of the New Affembly,to
difclaim all participation in the general Amnef*
ty. Proclaimed in confequence of the King’s ac-
ceptance of the Conflitution, which being forced,
he confiders null, he difdains ro avail him{elf of
its effects, and demands a decree of exception in
hiz favour.

. Mr. George Forfter, fo famous for travellimg

Nagpour, where lie had been refident about 8
months. It may prove f{onie conlolation to the
literary world, that e had previoufly arranged
and completed a relation of his journey from
Kafbwire ro England, through Afghaniftan and

Perfia, and inte Caiiia by the Cafpian fea.

Her countenance refembles, in ftile of feature, .

r%y land from Calcutra to London, died in Feh. ac.




