Ogzefte ofihes s

e e

(==249—)

B RONa TRy = g ¢ s A SRR o

PUBLISHED WEDNESDAYS AND-SATURDAYS BY_JOHN FENNO, No. s, HICH.STREET, BETWEEN SECOND AND 781D STREETS, PHILADELPHIA.

[No. 63, of Vol. III.]

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1791.

X2,

[Whole No. 271.]

L EA=T & RS
BY THE

EARL OF DUNDONALD,
ON MAKING BREAD FROM POTATOES.

LETTER 2.

VARIETY of other bufinefs has put it out

of my power to have made all the experi-
ments I could have wifhed, foas toleave nothing
to others bat to follow the dire&ions and hints
fuggeited to them. Imprefled, however, with
the importance of a fubject, which'has for its ob-
ject the more plentiful and cheaper fupplying
mankind, particularly the lower clafles, with
food, I venture here to throw out fome ideas on
the fitnefs of the potatoe, and its farina, to cer-
tain ufes not yet mentioned :—To which will be
added a ftatement of the value of an acre of po-
tatoes, manufactured as recommended, and com-
pared with the value of an acre of wheat.—
Whence it will not be difficulr 1o forefee the ef-
fect, that the more general cultivation of pota-
toes, efpecially by cottagers, and manufacturers
refiding in the country, will have, in keeping
down the price of provifions, adding to the ge-
neral comtort of individuals, and in tending to
the increafe of population, which every where
thrives beft where food is to be had in abun-
dance ; making true the old Roman faying, Sizne
Baccho et Gerere friget Venus.

Experimen:s have been made, with the finer
part of the potatoe-powder, by myfelfand others,
to fubftitute it as a light, nutritive food, for fick,
tender, or convalefcent perfons, inflead of fago
or falup ; which it very much refembles, in the
fine clear jelly, or vegetable mucilage, it forms,
when mixed in a proper manner with boiling wa-
ter. It may be taken with wine, milk, or broth.
—If found, on further trials, to be equally na-
tritive and reftorative, as I believe it to be, it
will prove a molt valuable addition to the fup-
plies, which government have been fo careful,
of late years, in fending to fea, for the ufe of
our feamen.

There is reafon to believe, that it will not be
fubject, like wheat-flour, to fpoil, or to be de
firoyed by infedts ; and that it may be preferved
Jound, for a length of time, in the warmeft cli-
mate.

The reafons which lead me to form the above
opinion, are, that it is homogeneous, and does
not confilt of two diftinét, and oppofite fubftan-
ces, as wheat-flour does : In which, when it be-
gins to fpoil, there may be fuppofed a chemical
action of the one part on the other. Heat will
thereby be let loofe, the original arrangement
of the parts will be altered, and the flour will
no longer be fit to be ufed for food, exclufive of
the finall infects, always found in bread, or in
flour, when in a decayed, or decaying ftate. It
is probable, that potatoe-powder will not be lia-
Lle to thofe inconveniences, from the reafons al-
ready given.

Potaroe-powder does not occupy near the fpace
of an equal weight of wheat-flour. It is capable
of being made fully dry, by expofure to air. It
does not " imbibe or abforb moifture, as other meal
or flour does in damp weather. It'is extremely
co/d to 1he touch ; or, in other words) a power-
ful abftractor of heat from bodies to which it is
applied. Thefe its properties feem to enfure,
a priori, its keeping in warm climates :—W here,
indeed, a fimilar flour, or powder, may be made
from the yam, and fweet potatoe :—perhaps to
greater advantage than from the potaroe produc-
ed in this country.—A circumftance of no incon-
fiderable moment to the inhabitants of the Weft
India iflands, who are totally fupplied with floar
and grain from North America, and from Eu-
Tope,

Potatoe-powder is very inflammable. When
burning, it emits a fmell fimilar to 6urniﬂgﬁzgar-,
with an acid which fenfibly effects the eyes, as is
the cafe likewife with fugar. From thefe, and
other circumftances, I am led a priori, to fay,that
althoug fugar may not be made from potatoes,
at leaft, in the prefent ftate of our chemical
knowledge, yet, it-is my opinion, that potatoe-
powder may be ufed to very great advantage in
making ardent fpirits, by mixing it wich the pro-
portion of malted grain, commonly ufed with un-
malted grain at the diftilleries. I think, alﬁ.)‘,
that the fpirit will be much purer than what is
got from a mixture of malted and unmalted grain.
The defect of which articles confift in their con.
taining too large a proportion of vegeto-animal
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marter, more than is neceflary, in the procefles
of germination or malting ; and affimilation for
forming a faccharine fubftance or juice. The
fuperabandant proportion of vegeto-animal mat-
ter is the reafon why malc fpirits acquire an e,
pyreumatic flavor from the tendency which it has
to be atied on, by the great heat applied to the bot-
tom of the ftill. :

I have every reafon to believe, that the procefs
of affimilation will fucceed equally well with po-
tatoe-flour, mixed with malted grain, as when
ground barley or ether unmalted grain is made
ufe of ; and that the fpirit will be much purer.
If this, on trial, fhall prove to be the cafe, much
lefs wheat and barley will be confumed in the
manufacture of (pirits : ofconfequence the price
of grain will fall, one of the obje¢ts which I have
in view, by communicating to the public what Is
ftated in this and in the preceding letter.

"I now come to ftate fome of the purpofes to
which the liquor got from potatoes is applicable.
itft, It may be ufed as a nourithing food, or li-
quor for cows, fo as to make them in the winter-
time give a much larger quantity of milk, the
milk richer, yielding more and better cream,
than the milk of cows fed on cabbages or rtur-
nips ; and free from the rank difagreeable tafte,
and fwell which milk from thence acquires.

The other ufe to which it is recommended to
apply the liquor got from potatoes, is in the pre-
paration of vegetable fixed alkali, vulgarly called
pearl or pot afhes : from which it may be obtain-
ed in large quantities. According to the expe-
riments 1 have made, in a proportion from the
produce of a Scots acre of potatoes, rated at 40
bolls, of notlefs than 2cwt. of fixed alkaline falr.
The applying the fuperabundan'ce of the pota-
toe-liquor, or more than is requifite to give to
cows and cattle, to this laft mentioned purpofe,
will diminith our importations from abroad of
an article fo indifpenfably neceflary to different
branches of manufacture.

Gulrofs Abbey, Feb. 1791.

[LETTER 3, INOUR NEXT.]

FOR THE GAZETTE OF THE UNITED STATES.

MR. FENNO, :
If you will give this a place in your Gazette, you will
ohlige a conflant reader.

WHEN a wicked perfon is determined to
take offanother by poifon, it is always ne-
ceffary to the fuccefs of the defign, that the poi-
fon fhould be concealed by being mixed, with
fomething that is good ; I obferve that fome of
your correfpondents practice the fame art, in
adminiftering their political poifons to the peo-
ple ; for if you will examine their compofitions
with care, you will findin many of them, amongft
a number of good fentiments fome dangerous
ones concealed, tending to corrupt the political
fentiments of the people, and poifon the very
fources of freedom. :

One of your correfpondents in your “Gazette
of the 2d ult. affords a mofl ftriking proof of the
juftice of the above affertions ; for while he is
warmly advocating the grear utility, and necef"
fity of diffufing knowledge amongft the people,
and of the public opinion’s being enlightened
and unprejudiced, by mifinformation, or mifre-
prefentation—how ftrenuoufly does he endeavor,
to miflead and deceive the people, and that on a
point the moft eflential to their freedom and
happinefs, that is, refpecting the Conftitution
and form of government they live under ; fqr
it muft be evident to any one who will read his
obfervations, that he is endeavoring to eftablifh
the opinion, thit we muft form our Judgmen.t of
the nature of the confticution by the operations
of the government, an opinion than which no-
thing can bemore delufive or dangerous to liberry.
The happinefs and profperity of a people under
a government, may be a proof of good adminif
tration—but is no proof of a good conflitution ;
for it is allowed by all that an abfelute monar-
chy, if there be a wife and good monarch at the
head of it, may make a people very happy and
profperous ; but would our men of worth and
talent; endeavor to perfuade us from this to adopt
that fyftem of government. Thefe zealous in-
formers of mankind, while t.hey propagate this
fentiment, mean rather todeceive,thanto inftruct;
to blind, than to cnlightgn, to mifinform, r'ather
than to inform the public mind. They wifh us
blindly to transfer that confidence which we
have in our rulers, to the conftitution itfelf—but
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if thay hope for this, they muft izdeed think we
want enlightening—for the worft form of govern-
ment on earth may chance to have good men at
the head of it, and while that is the cafe it may
operate well. The Baftile in France would have
been an harmlefs building, had it mever been
made ufe of for bad purpofes ; the pernicious
effects of poifon are not experienced while ir re-
mains corked up in the apothecaries vial, nor
can we feel theevilsof a bad government, while
the dangerous powers of it are not put into ope-
ration ?

Tho’ the above was not defigned for my Oppo.
nent, yet he may take fome part of ir, for [ think
it will fuit his performance very well : but I can-
not take leave of him without congratulating
him very fincerely upon the fuccefs of my little
eflay ; for it has clearly converted oue foul from
idolatry, to the acknowledgment of a divine
Providence. A RESPONDENT.

EO ND O N, September 2r.

The Spanifb edicts refpecting foreigners have
undergone repeated modifications, and are now
reduced to a fimple oath of fubmiflion to the
King and the laws during the refidence of the
perfon taking it in Spain.

Their Majefties the Emperor and Emprefs of
Germany made their public entry into Prague
on the 3d inftanr. :

The Count d’Artois alfo arrived at the fame
time ; but not with a view to affift at the ceremo-
ny of the coronaiion, for, accompanied by the
Prince of Naflau, be fet off the fame day to Ha-
nau, on his journey from Pilnitzto Coblentz,

It was remarked, that during the ftay of the
Emperor and his Pruflian Majelty at Pilnitz, the
Minifler of France to the Elector of Saxuny ap-
peared neither ac that place nor even at Drefden,
when the augult company came there to allily at
the meeting.

On the 27th of Auguft the Count d’Artois had,
in the apartment of the King of Praffia, a con-
verfation of twe hours and a half with the Em-
peror and his Pruffian Majefty. After this con-
verfation, the Count d’Artois having retired, the
two Monarchs continued in converfation for a
whole hour.

After the conferences at Pilnitz, on the even-
ing of the fame day, when the company had
reached Drefden, there affembled, after fupper,
inthe apartment of the Emperor, the King of
Pruffia, the Count d’Artois, Field Marfhall Count
de Lafcy, Baron de Speilmaon, M. de Calonne,
and Major General de Biflchofswerder. The
conference lafted till half paft one o'clock in the
morning, when the Emperor continued his route
for Bohemia.

By the Regifters of Cadiz and Lifbon, the im-
portation of gold and filver from South America,
upon an average, is five millions annoally. ©Of
this above a million is brought every year inta
England, in return for the manufaciures feut to
Spain and Portugal, independent of raw mate-
rials, wine, fruit, falt, &c. obrained from thefe
countries. Thus it happens from the fuperior
induftry of the Britith manufadturers, and the
fpirit of enterprife among the merchants, that
the mines of Mexico, Peru, and Brazil, produce
more folid advantages to this country, than they
do to the Spaniards and Portuguefe.

Hoftilities between the Moors and Spaniards
have already begun by an attack made by the
former on Ceuta, which has turned out fuccefs-
fully for the Spanifh arms.’

“T'he Moors cannonaded the place, and damaged
fome of the works : but the befieged made a fortic
and fpiked up the cannon of the enemy.

Frince Jobn, the Wfrican Prince, is arrived
here fiom Sierra Leona. His bufinefs to this
country appears chiefly to be refpecting the
Slave Trade. He has met with a very cordial
reception in this city, and particularly among
the gentlemen who with for the abolition of the
Slave Trade.

Yefterday accompanied by Mr. Clarkfon and
other gentlemen, he dined with Samunel Frederick
Milford, Efg. To day he dines with T. Hill, Efq.

His vifit here engrofles agreat part of our pre-
fent converfation—He has difpiayed great difguft
againft his former traffic in human fleh. Yef
terday a gentleman in converfation, obferved
him pull out his watch, begged to know how
much he gave for it in Guinea ? * Oh ! | give—
I give—what I never give more.”” What might
that be Prizse John 2 “ Oh! 1 give a fine boy.”

ol
ol

i

P

PO T D e

Sk,

LA

PRPTLFS

ORI

i T e et S S Gt it AR Lo 8



