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TUESDAY NOVEMBER I5, 179I.

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, 5
Debate on the Ratio of Reprefentation.
(conTiNUED.)
R. HILLHOUSE faid he had ever been a
friend toa republican form of government,
and God forbid, added he, that I fhould ever
give my vote for any meafure that thould endan-
ger the liberties of my country. He faid he was
in favor of an energetic government, as that a-
lone can fecure the bleflings ofliberty—As to the
dread of corruption in this Houfe, which fome

‘gentlemen appeared to entertain, he thought

there was no foundation for fuch an appreheni-
on ; at leaft, faid he, as the idea refers to one
or two hundred reprefentatives—two hundred
he contended were as eafily corrupted as one—
But the corruption contemplated was a meer mat-
ter of opinion ; no facts, he prefumed, exifted
in this country to juftify a pofitive aflertion, and
as to foreign countries, it feems to be conceded
that a larger number than any that has been
mentioned is fufceptible of nndue influence.—
He then adverted to the reftrictions on the Pre-
fident of the United States, and the Senate, in
refpect to the means of corrupting the legifla
ture—The Conftitution has alfo made provifion
to fecure the independence of the members, &c.
He then urged fome difficulties which would be
occafioned by a fmall ratio.—He obferved that
the population of fome of the ftates was nearly
fationary—it a finall ratio is now eftablithed, the
confequence will be when it is angmented, thz}t
the reprefentation of thofe ftates muft be dimi-
nithed—this he conceived, would be a meafure
that would be greatly difliked. With refpect to
the propofed amendment, he thought it was en-
tirely out of the queftion, till it was ratified by
three fourths of the ftates. A very numerous
reprefentation, he further obferved, would tend
to weaken if not deftroy the ftate governments,
and that in the iffue would deftroy the general
governmeént—For, faid he, they mutually depend
on each other for fupport.

~ Mr. Sedgwick rofe for enquiry, whetherif the
word thirty thould be ftruck our, it can be reftor-
ed ! For though he withed for an encreafe of
the ratio, yet he thought it ought to ftop fhor:
of 40,000. He was in favor of making the pro-

. pofed amendment to the Conftitution, the rule

to guide the Houfe. He faid he had no ideathat
the liberties of this country depended on the dif-
ference in the reprefentation between roo and
113 members. Wirh more than 1800 watrchmen,

~in the ftate legiflatures, he conceived that the li-

berties of this country were perfectly fafe—and
he never could believe that the people of the
United States would ever be flaves ; he was fure
they never would fo long as they were juft to
themfelves and deferve to be free.

Mr. Heifter was in favor of retaining the ratio
of one to 30,000—He ftated fundry particulars
refpectiug the very dittant local fitnations of the
reprefentatives of the United States, which ren-
dered it almoft impofiible for the prefent number
to do compleat juftice o their efpective diftricts.

Mr. Kitchell was in favor of a numerous re-
prefentation—He thought the amendment pro-
pofed to the Conftitatrion ought to be the guide
to the Houfe on this occafion. He did not draw
his ideas of what fhonld conftitute a proper re-
pr_efentatibn, from the examples cited from fo-
reign countiies—nor was he actnated by an ap-
prehenfion of corruption, as more applicable to
a finall number than to a large one; but when
he confidered the various objedts, views, denomi-

nations, profeffions, callings and interefts of the '
. citizens of the United States, he was fully con-

vinced that a large reprefentation was neceflary
to embrace the withes and anfwer the expectari-
ons of the people.— He fhould therefore vote a-
gainft the motion for ftriking out 30,000.

Mr. Findley rofe to explain certain expreflions
which he faid had been mifunderftood._. he de-

~fended the opinion he had before advanced, re-

fpecting a large reprefentation.
Clarke, he obferved,
which he alluded whe
ber would enable the

In reply to Mr.
that the information to
n he faid that alarger num-
reprefentatives to adapt
t{xe laws and proceedings of government, to the
circumftances of the country, was that {pecies of
Knowledge which arifes from a more perfect re-
prefentation of the wants, withes, and interefts of
the people. :

Mr. Gerry clofed the debate this day—He took
2 general {arvey of the arguments againft the
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propofed ratio of one to 30,000.—In noticing the
objection from the inftability of the ftate legif-
latures, he faid it was not ewing to their num-
bers, but to the mode in which they are elected
—were the Senates and executives of the feveral
ftates chofen as thofe of the general government,
there would have been as mach {fability and con-
fitency in their tranfactions, as in thofe of the
government ofthe Union. A gentleman had faid
that the propofed amendments to the Conftitun-
on, had been adopted with reluctance by fome
of the ftates which had accepted them—He call-
ed on the gentleman to produce his authorities
for thisaflertion.—A relative proportion between
the members of the Houfe and the Senate had
been fuggefted ; this idea, he faid, hqd no foun-
dation in the Conftitution—and he further ob-
ferved, that the Conftitution has fo compleatly
guarded and fecured the rights and indepen-
dence of the Senate, that he could not conceive
of the apprehenfions of gentlemen, who appear
to think that an encreafe of the members of this
Houfe will overwhelm that branch of the legif-
lature—In all events the privileges of that body
will remain the fame. The States it is faid have
reduced their reprefentative aflemblies— This, he
faid, fo far from being an argument againfl the
propofed ratio, was directly in favor of it—The
diminution of the ftate legiflatures has been oc-
cafioned by the idea which the people entertain
of the encreafing importance of the general go-
vernment—The objects of legiflation to both go-
vernments are nearly fimilar ; they relate to
thofe important concerns which intereft the feel.
ings of every citizen of the United States—all
the difference lies in the magnitude of their re-
fpective fpheres of action—hence itmuft evident-
ly be the wilh and expectation of the people, that
their interefts in every point of view, fhould be
fully and adequately reprefented in this Houfe.

The gentleman from North-Carolina, has faid,
that extending the fphere of Reprefentation will
lead to a choice of more competent characters ;
but he obferved, that the larger the fphere, the
lefs knowledge of the merits of candidates—and
the electors will be obliged to vote on truft.

The mode of election in Great-Britain, and
not the number of the members of the Houfe of
Commons is the fource of that corruption which
has been fo frequently alluded to ; the mode of
election in that country admits of an executive
influence in the eledtion of a majority of the
members ; this is the rotten part of their con-
ftitution which requires amputation.

He did not apprehend any danger from undue
attempts to influence or corrupt the members of
the houfe—but though he admitred thar the go-
vernment may be untainted at the prefent time
—yet he conceived it the beft policy to prevent
the evil, rather than to wait for a corrupt admi-
niftration and then to feek for a remedy.

The idea which had been fuggefted, that en-
creafing the federal reprefentation, would tend
to diminifh the importance of the State govern-
ments in the eftimation of the people, he con-
ceived had no foundation ; it fappofed a want
of wifdom in the community at large, which
fappofition had nothing to fupport it.  The peo-
ple know that their happinefs depends on pre-
ferving the balance between the State govern-
ments and that of the Union.

The government of the union has been jultly
compared to a pyramid ; he wifhed that the
bafe which was conftituted by the reprefentative
body might be broad in order to give it ftability
—and therefore hoped that the original motion
of one reprefentative to every thirty thoufand
perfons would be adopred.

FRIDAY, NovEmBer 2.0

Refolutions of the Houfe refpetting the contefled elec-

tion of Anthony Wayne, member from Georgia.

RESOLVED, That the firft Monday of Febru-
ary next be affigned for the trial of the articles
alledged in the perition againfl the faid return.

Refolved, Thar the evidence which may be of-
fered on the part of the petitioner, fhall be con.
fined to the proof of the arricles of charge exhi-
bited in the faid perition, againft the validity of
the return of the faid eleion,

Refolved, That on the trial, the depofition of
a wirnefs fhall be received, which fhall have been
taken more than 25 days prior to the day aflign-
ed for the trial, before any jufticeor judge of the
courts of the United States, or before any chan-
cellor, juftice or judge of a fupreme or fuperior
court, mayor or chief magiftrate of a city, or
judge of acounty court of common pleas of any of
the United Stares, not being of counfel or attor-
ney to either the faid Anthony Wayne orthe pe-
titioner : provided, that a notification from the
magiftrate before whom _the depofition is to be
taken, torhe adverfe party to be prefent at the rak-
ing of the fame, and to put interrogatories, if he
think fit, fhall have been firft made out and ferv-
ed on the adverfe party, or his attorney fpeci-
ally adthorized for the purpofe, as either may be
nearefl, if either is within one hundred miles of
the place of fuch caption, allowing time for their
attendance, after notified, not lefs than at the
rate of one day, Sundays exclufive, for every
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twenty miles travel. And every perfor
fhall be carefully examined and cauti
fworn or affirmed to teftify the whole truh and
fhall fubfcribe the teftimony by him of he
given, after the fame fhall be reduced to wri:inqr
which fhall be done only by the magiftrate takip o
the depofition, or by the deponeantig his prefence
And the depofitions fo taken,roge:her with a cer.
tificate of the notice, if any, given to the adverfe
party, or his attorney, fhall be fealed up by the
faid magiftrate and directed to the Speaker,
Provided neverthelefs, That no ev parte depoﬁ_
tion fhall be ufed on the tria] of the faid petition
which fhall have been taken at any time before
the 26th day of December next. Provided alf,
That evidence, taken in any other manner tha,;
is herein before directed, and not objected to by
the parties, may, with the approbation of tje
houfe, be produced on the trial,

MONDAY, NovEMBER 28,
*The bill for the relief of David Cook was read
a fecond tinre, and referred to a commircee of the
whole houfe to-morrow.

‘Mr. Sedgwick prefented the petition of Samue]
Negus, which was read and referred to the Se-
cretary at War.

Sundry petitions, praying for the fettlement
of accounts, and the renewal of Joft orde&royed
certificates—were read and referred to the Se.
cretary of the Treafury.

Mr. Thatcher prefented the petition of Samuel
Proctor, which was read and referred to the Se.
cretary at War.,

The memorial of James Simpfon, a furveyor
under the late geographer general of the United
States, was prefented —read and referred to the
Secretary of the Treafury.

Mr. Mohlenberg prefented the petition of Nj.
cholas Schultz, which was read and referred to
the Secretary at War. :

Mr. Clarke prefented the petition of Joel
Phelps, praying the benefit of a penfion in con-
fequence of difability incurred while in the fer-
vice of the United States. The report of the Se-
cretary at War on the petition of faid Phelps, re-
ferreg to him at the laft fefion, was called for,
which being read, the following refolution was
jnoved, and agreed to by the houfe—That the
reports of the Secretary at War on the petitions
of Joel Phelps and others, whofe claims appear
to be precluded by the refolve of Congrefsof 11th
of March, 1773, and have not yet been acted
upon, be referred to a committee of the whole
houfe on the ftate of the Union, and that the re.
ference be the order of the day for Monday next.

Mr. Ames prefented the petition of Samuel
Breck, and others, proprietors of the Sail-Cloth
Manufactory in Bofton, praying that they may
have the exclufive privilege of affixing certain
marks to their Sail-Cloth, and thar meafures be
adopted for preventing the faid marks from be-
ing ufed by others—read and referred to the Se-
cretary of State.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the houfe
refolved itfelf into acommittee of the whole, Mr.
Muhlenberg in the chair, to take into confidera-
tion the bill making compenfation to widows,
orphane and invalids, in cerrain cafes.

The committee reported progrefs, and areto
fit again to-morrow. Adjourned.

1 depoﬁng
oned, and

TUESDAY, NovEMBER 29.

Sandry petitions praying compenfations, pen-
fions, &c. were read, and referred to the Secre-
tary of war, .

Mr. Livermore reported a biil to eftablifh the
poft-office, and poft-roads in the United States—
read the firft and fecond times, and referred to
the committee of the whole Houfe on Monday
next—Ovrdered that the bill be printed in thein-
terim.

Mr. Dayton prefented the petition of fundry
perfons, refugees from Canada during the late
war—read, and referred to afelect committee,
confifting of Meflis. Dayton, Bourne, (R.1.) and
Murray.

A meflage was received from the Senate, by
Mr. Secretary Otis, informing the Houfe that
they have paffed a bill refpecting Confuls and
Vice-Confuls.

The Honfe went into acommittee ofthe whole
on the bill making compenfation to widows, or-
phans, and invalids in certain cafes—the difcuffi-
on of the bill was finithed—the committee agreed
to fundry amendments—they then rofe and re-
ported.—And the Houfe adjourned.

PORTLAND, (Mafl.) Nov. 1o.

Tuefday laft arrived here the fnow Eliza, Capt.
Jackfon, belonging to Portfmouth (NH) in 30
days from Cape-Francois, in Hifpamola.——Ca.pfi
Jackfon has bronght back the cargo he carriec
out from Portfmouth, which was lumber. e

By Capt. Jackfon we learn, that the white in-
habirants areina moft deplorable fituation. The
whites do not confift of more than 3000 ftrong,
exclufive of Americans and others derained there
by the embargo. The negroes confift of more
than 30,000, and it was daily expected that they
would attack the town.



