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BY HIS EXCELLENCY
WILLIAM PATERSON, EsQuiIRE,

Governor, Captain-General, and Commander 1n Chief in and over: the
State ,ngw-}erjcy, and lff?.'?f(JVitS' l/zfrc'z{nto belonging,
Chanceller, and Ordinary in the fame.

PR O C At M AT 1N,

HEREAS itis, at all times, our duty to approach the

throne of Almighty God with gratitude and praife, but
more efpeciaily in feafons of national peace, plenty, and .prt;fpc-
rity 5 1 have, therefore, thought fit, by and with the advice and
confent of the Honourable the Privy Council, to affign Thui{day
the eighth.day of December next, to be fet apart and obferved as
a day of PUBLIC THANKSGIVING and PRAYER for the
great and manifold mercies conferred upon this land and people ;
and particularly for the abundant produce of the earth, during
the prefent year, for the fpirit of induftry, fobriety, and economy
whfich prevails ; for the ftability and extenfion of our national
credit and commerce, for the progrefs of literature, arts ‘and fci-
ence, and for the good order, peace and plenty, and the civil and
religious liberty with which we are bleffed. And alfo, that we
may unite in our fupplications, and humbly implore the Almighty

Ruler of the Univerfe, that he would be pleafed to continue his*

prote€tion and goodnefs to this land and people, to fmile upon
all fchools and feminaries of learning, to promote agriculture, ma-
wufaéures and commerce, to illuminate and guide our public
councils, to blefs our national and ftate governments, to enable us
all to difchargeour official, focial and relative duties with dili-
gence and fidelity, to eradicate prejudice,bigotry and fuperitition ;
to advance the interefls of religion, and the knowleage and prac-
tice of virtue ; and for this purpofe to pour out his holy fpirit on
all minifters of the gofpel, and to fpread the faving light thereof
to the moft diftant parts ot the earth.

Given under my hand and {eal at arms, at Trenton, the
twenty-firft day of November, in the year of our Lord
one thoufand leven hundred and ninery-one.

' WILLIAM PATERSON.
By his Excellency’s command,
Bowes Rezp, Sec’ry.

Copy of a letter from the KING of FRANCE fo the
National Affembly, accepting the Conflitution

GENTLEMEN,

HAVE examined with attention the Conftitution which yeu
prefented me for acceptance. I acceptir, and fhall fee it exe-
cuted. This declaration would have been fumcicnt at another
time ; butat prefent I owe the interefts of the nation and myfelf
an explanation of the motives that have induced thisacceptance.—
From the beginning of my reign I have been defirous of refarm-
ing abufes, and in every alt of government, have wifhed to be
guided by public opinion. Various caufes, among which the
fituation of the finances when I came to the throne thould be men-
toned, as alfo the immenfe expences unavoidably incurred for
the fupport of an honourable war, carried on for a length of time,
without an increafe of taxes, had eftablifhed a great difproportion
between the revenues and the expences of the ftate. :
Fully {enfible of the enormity of the evil, I not only looked for
aremedy, but felt the neceflity of preventing its return. I con-
ceived the defign of eftablifhing public felicity upon a firm foun-
dation ; and tofubjet to invariable rules even the autherity which
1 exercifed. Icalled around me the nation to execute this defign.
In the courfe of events brought on by the revolution—my intenti-
ons have never varied. When, after having reformed the ancient

. anftitutions, you began to fubititute for them your firft works, 1

did not waitto give them my affent that the whole Conititution
fthould be known to me. I favored the eftablifhment of parts be-
fore 1 could judge of the whole ; and though difturbances which
have aitended almoft every ftep of the revolution too often were

 the caufes of great grief to me, I always hoped that the law would

refume its vigor in the hands of its new depofitaries, and that as
you drew towards a conclufion of your labours, every day would
reftore 1t that refpe€t, without which the people can neither be
fice nor happy. I long perfifted in this hope ; my determination
¢hanged, when that hope left me. »

Letevery one call to recolleétion the time when I left Paris.
The Conftitation was nearly completed, and the authority of the
laws was diminithing. Poblic opinions, far from being fixed,
appeared to be more divided than ever, The leaflt moderate opi-
mons appearcd alone to have weight. The licentioufnefs of the
prefs was at its height, and no authority was refpeéted. I could
not obtain an acquaintance with the general will, when by looking
around I ceuld fee uothing but the laws without weight and not
enforced : Then, I mufl fay it, had you prefented the Conftituti-
on at that time to me, I fhould not have thought it the intereft of
the people, the conftant and only rule of my conduét, that I fhould
have accepted it.

L entertained but one fentiment : T had in view but one defign :
I wifhed to retire out of the reach of every party, and examine
what was really the wilh of the nation. The motives that influ-
enced my condu, no longer exift ; fince the inconveniences and
evils which I then complained of have firuck you as they did me.

You have fhewn a defire to reflore good order ; you have at-
tended to the undifciplined ftate of the army ; you have feen the
neceflity of putting a (top to the licentioufnefs of the prefs. In
therevifion of your work, you have placed among the laws feveral
articles which ‘have been prefented me as conftitutional decrecs.

" You have eftablifhed a lepal mode of revifing the Conftitution.

Atlength the public with is known to me ; I have (en it evi-
denced in the attachment of the people to your work, and toa
monarchical form ot goveinment.

Itherefore accept the Conftitution, I promife to fupport it in
the kingdom, ro defend it againft foreign violence, and to procure
s execution by all the means which it places within my power.
I declare, that convinced of the attachment of the great majority
of the peogple to the Couftitution, 1 gave up the right of concur-
reuce, which I had called for in this work, and that being refpon-
fible to the nation alone, no one has a right to complain of this de-
Parture from my original requifition.

T thould however deviatetrom truth, if I faid that T have per-
ceived in the adminiftrative and executive authority all the energy
niecelfary to put in motion, and preferve harmony in all the parts
ofthis wide extended empire: But fince opinions areat this time
divided on this fubjeét, T confeat that experience alone {hould be
‘h’,l“dﬂc. When1 fhall have put into aétion ail the powersplac-
}‘_d in my hands, I can {uffer no reproach, and the nation, whofe
1aicreft thould bea conftant rule, will explain itfelfin the manncr

laid down in the Conftitution. But to ftrengthen liberty and the
Couflitution, to promote the individual happinefs of every French-
man, certain interefts pofitively cail for the re-union of all our ef-
forts.  Thefe interelts are, refpeét for the laws, the re-eftablifh-
ment of good order, and the re-union of citizens.

At this ume the Conititution being finally eftablifhed, French-
men hiving under the {ame laws thould know no other enemies
than thofe who difregard them—Dilcord and anarchy—they are
our common enemies : I will oppofe them with all my might.
[t is important that you and your fucceflors fhould fecond my ef-
forts with energy. Without attempting to controul thought, the
law proteéls equally all thofe whofe aftions are in conformity to
it. Let thofe whom fear of perfecutions and difturbances have
driven from their country, find, when they return, fecurity and
tranquility : And to putan end to feuds, to foften the diftrefles
which a great revolution always occafions, and, that the law may
from this time command with full energy and be well executed,
let us confent to forget the palt. Let accufations and profecuti-
ons, which took their rife in events which accompanied the revo-
lution, die away, and let an univerfal reconciliation take place.
I make no mention of thofe who have been guided nnly by their

| attachment for me : Is it poflible that you fheuld deem them

guilty >—With regard to thofe who, having been guilty of excefles
that 1nvelved perfonal injuries, have drawn upon their heads the
vengeance of the laws, I prove to them, that Iam King of all
Frenchmen.

P. S. I have thought, gentlemen, that T ought to pronounce my
folemn acce ptance of the Conftitution in the midft of the Repre-
fentatives of the Nation, and on the {pot where the Conftitution
was framed ; I (hall therelore come to the National Affembly to-
mMOorrow at noon.

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, SerT. 13.

After the King had fubfcribed the oath, the Prefident made the following
ANSWER.

INVETERATE abufes, which had long triumphed over the
good intentions of our beft Kings, and which would ftill have con-
lim;;d to defy the authority of the throne, kept France under op-
preflion. \

The National Affembly, eatrufied with the wifhes, the rights
and power of the people, has, by the deftru&tion of all abufcs, ré-
eftablithed the folid foundation of public profperity.

Sire, what the Nationai Affembly hasdecreed, is ratified by the
confent of the people : the moft complete execution in all the parts
of the empire attefts the general affent. It defeats the weak
{chemes of thofe whom difcontent has too long rendered blind to
their own interefts. It promifes to your Majefty, that you will no
longer wifh in vain for the happinefs of the Frencb. :

The National Affembly has nothing more to wifh for on this
ever-memorable day, wherein you confummate, in the midft of
them, the moft folemn engagement—the acceptation of l!\e conﬁ}-
tutional royalty. It is the attachment of the French—it is their
confidence which confer upon you this pure and refpe@ful title to
the faireft crown in the univerfe : and that which fcc.ures itto you,
is, Sirg, the inexhauftible authority of a Conftitution frcely de-
creed : it is the invincible firength of a people, who has felt itfelf
worthy of liberty : it is the want of hereditary monarchy, which
will always be indifpenfible to fuch a great mation. '

When your Majefty, expefting from experience the light which
it will throw upon the praéical refulis of the Conftitution, pro-
mifes to maintain it within and to defend it againft enemies from with-
out, the nation, relying on the juftice of their rights, and on the
confcioufnefs of their frength aud courage, as well as on the car-
neftnefs of your co-operation, cannot {ee any ground of alarm from
without, and will coucur by its quiet confidence in the quick fuc-
cels of its internal government. ~

How great to our eyes, dear to our hearts, and how fublime
will appear in our hiftory the @ra of this regeneration, which gives
citizens to France—a country to the French ; to you as a king, a
title to greatnefs and glory, and to you, as a man, a new fource of
enjoyment and new fanétions of happinefs!

The following Addrefs from the General Afzmbly of
St. Domingo, was read in the Houfe of Reprefen-
tatives of the United States, on Monday laft.

TO THE HONORABLE THE CONGRESS OF THE

UNITED STATES.
GENTLEMEN,

N our Jerter of the 24th of laft Auguft, you

received information of the misfortunes, which
had befallen the northern partof this flonrithing
colony. Our whole force, though very limited,
has been levelled againft the ravagers, who are
laying it wafte ; and we have fo far accomplifh-
ed our ends, as, if not to effect their total reduoc-
tion, at leaft to check the evil in its progrefs.

That unhappy cataflrophe forced the General

Aflembly of the French part of Saint Domingo to

embrace every means of fafety, indifpenfable in

fimilar cafes, and rendered neceflary by the ur-
gency of circumftances; in confequence of which,
the fhipping in general, and, among the reft,
the vellels belonging to your nation, have ex-
perienced fome lictle delay in their departure.

But, defirous of maintaining the union aund har-

mony, that fubfilt between France (of which we

conititute a part) and your Smtegi—deﬁrmm alfo
of teftifying, as far as in their power, their

rateful acknowledgment of the generous fervi-
ces, offered and rendered to the colony, by the
brave fubjects of the Ux}iwd Smt.es—,the General

Aflembly, in concert with the King’s reprefenta-

tive, have in the firfl place, fet af:lde the DI‘.OI[

d’Aubaine, in favor of fuch as might fall vic-

tims to their own zeal and courage. The Aflem-
bly would have wifhed to abelifh it forever, and
to extend the exemptions tothe Americansin ge-
neral, but this object being a conftitutional

—

point, they intend to apply for it to the mother
country ; and we have not a doubt, that fhe will
cagerly gratify our wifhes. 2

In the next place, having taken into confider-
ation the obftacles, experienced by Mr. Sylvanus
Bourne your conful in this colony, to the regif-
try of his credentials—obftacles, which were ve-
cafioned by certain formal defects—the General
Aflembly haftened to remove them, and to give
orders that the faid credentials fhould be regif-
tered.

Finally, under the conftant influence of thafe .
principles of juftice and equity, which cement
the union between the two allied nations, and

_defirous of correfponding with the views of
| France, who will ever hold dear that memora-

ble epoch, when fhe faw permanentfecurity given
to the unlimited freedom of a nation, thac has
furnithed hLer with the glorious example, for the
recovery of her own rights fo long mifunderftood
— the General Aflembly have,in favor of the Ame-
ricans, haflened to take off the embargo, which
the unfortunate fitnarion of affairs had obliged
them to lay on all veflels without diftinction.
But in vain would the colony have recovered
her former tranquility, if the means of applying
a fpeedy remedy to the evil were not to be em-
ployed. The General Aflembly have therefore
dererminedto fend to your body two new com-
miffioners, Meflrs. De Beauvois and Payan, who
are provided with letters from the Aflembly and

| the King’s reprefentative.

The General Affenibly donot entertain a doubt,
that you will together with a favorable recep-
tion to them, give your aflent to the requificions
which they are empowered to make of you, the
fuccefs of which will undoubtedly extend itsinflu-
ence to the commerce, which the fubjects of the
United States carry o with this colony.

With this pleafing hope, we contemplate their
departuve, and direct them to the reprefenta-
tives of a generous nation, the friend and ally of
France fince the year1782, the period when ihe
fully recovered her liberty.

1 have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,
. J. PONCIGNON, Prefident.
Cape-Francois, Oftober 13, 1791.

CONGRESS. .
PHILADELPHIA.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
TUESDAY NoOVEMBER I5, 179I. e
IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.
Debate on the Ratio of Reprefentation.
(coNTINUED.)

R. STEELE faid he fhould not have trou-

bled the committee again if his obferva-
tions bad not been diftorted by the remarks
which had been made on them ; he hoped that
what he fhould offer on fome of the opinions
which had fallen from gentlemen in oppofition
to him would be received with that candor with
which he fhould deliver them. He profefled to
be as warm a friend to the liberties of the peo-
ple as any man, but he differed in his ideas ref-
pecting the meafures which would moft effeciu-
ally fecure them ; the prefent queftion he thought
was not particularly interefting to the liberties
of the people, as the point of difference would
not make a very great variation in that number
of the reprefentative body which appeared to be
the moft eligible tothe majority of the committee;
but the priuciple contended for, he conceived
had a very important afpect on the ftability of
the government ; the fubjeét therefore fhould
be confidered principally with refpect to legifla-
tion ; the great and eflential principles of which
he obferved were involved in the difcuffion—and
here he thought rhat our own experience wasthe
beft inftrucior, for the examples quoted from
Great-Britain did not in his opinion apply to this
country in all refpecis ; the circumftances of the
people of the refpedtive countries are effentially
different.




