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PUBLISHED WEDNESDAYS AND SATURDAYS BY JOHN FENNO,

No. 69,  HIGH-STREET, BETWEEN SECOND AND THIRD STREETS, PHILADELPHIA.

[No. 58, of Vol. II.]

WEDNEsDAY, NovEMBER 16, 179 L.

[Whole No. 266.]

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.

IN SENATE, NovEMBER 7, 1791.
The report of the truflees of the finking fund, was read as follows :

HE Vice-Prefident of the United States and Prefident of the Senate,
T the Chicf Fuftice;the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Trea-

Jfury, and the Attorney-General, refpeitfully report to the Congrefs of the

United States of America--- ;

That purfuant to the &2, intitled, * An Ad making provifion for the
redultion of the public debt,” andin conformity to two refolutions agreed
npon by them, onc on the 15th day of Fanuary, and anotheron the 15th
;[Auguﬂ laft, and feverally approved by the Prefident of the United
States, they have caufed purchafes of the faid debt to be made through
dhe agency 1 efpectively of Samuel Meredith, Treafurer of the United States,
Willjam Seton, cafhuer of the Bank of New-York, Benjamin Lincoin,
eolleclor of the diftrict of Boflon and Charlefion, and William Heth,
collector of the diftrict of Bermuda Hundred, to the amount of 852,675
dollars 4,6/ cents, for which there have been paid 540,924 dollars and 14
cents, in fpecie, as will more particularly appear by the ﬁueml documents
No. 1 t0 8, herewith fubmitted as part of this report, and which fpecify
¢he places where, the times when, the prices at which, and the perfons
of whom the faid purchafes have been made. .

That tho the flatements of Willium Seton and. Ben tjamin Lincoln have not
yet paffed through the forms of fettlement, it appears by the document No.
8, being a certified tra;t_/&ri/z{ from the books of the Treafury, that the
amount of the flock by them refpectively reported to have been purchafed,
has been duly traniferred to”the faid books.

That the purchafes now and heretofore reported, amount “in the
whole t0 1,131,364 dollars and 76 cents, for which there have been
faid 699,163 dollars and 38 cents, in fpecie. "

Signed in behalf of the Board,

FOHN ADAMS.
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The following was laid before the Houfe of Re-
‘prefentatives on the 7th inft. by the Secretary
of the Treafury,

: TREASURY ﬁ:r:u'rmzn'r, Nov. 4th, 1791.
"SIR

1 HAVE the honor to tranfmit herewith a Reportto the Houfe
#f Reprefentatives, accompanying certain eftimates of fums ne-
."'5',')' to be appropriated for various objeéts therein fpecified, in-
sluding the fervice ofithe year 1792.

I have the honor to be, with great refpe&, SIR,
Your moft obedient, and humble fervant,
ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

: ?hc Honorable JonaTuan TrumsuLL, Efquire,
Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives

Thé SECRETARY of the TREASURY
Re(pedlfully Reports to the
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES
The ESTIMATES
- Herewith rranfmitied, No.1, 2, 3, 4

.

The firlt relating to the civil lift, or the expenditure
for the fupport of government during the year

1792 (including incidental and contingent ex- ~ Dols. Cts,
peaces of the feveral departments and offices a-
mounting to - . - - 328,653. 56

Tho fecond relating to certain liguidated claims
upon the Treafury ; to certain deficiencies in fora
mer eltimates for the current feyvice, and to pro=
vilion in aid of the fund here“tlore appropriated
for the payment of certain officers of the courts,
jurors, witnefles, &c. -4 - -

The third relating tothe departmc i of war, thewing
the ftated exp:nditure of that &4 partmeat for the
year 17ge, - - E - 357,731. 61

The amount of a years penfions to jnvalids, 87,463. 60%

Pay and fubfiftence to fundry offcers for which no ;

10,490. 86

197,119. 49

appropriation has yet been made, - -
Arrearages due upon Indian affairs for the year1791,
and the fum fuppofed to be neceffary for the,
year 1792, - - - -
Expences incurred for the defeafive proteétion of
the frontiers for the year 17go, and 1791, and
tor which no appropriation iias yet been made, 37,330. 48

Dullars

39424 71

Amounting together to 14058202, 8:%

As appears by No. 4, which contains a fummary of the thr=e pre-
ceding ones : exhibiting in aue view the total fum as above
ftated, for which an appropriction 1s requifite.

The funds out of which the faid appropriation may be made,
are, firft, the fum of fix hundred thoufand dellars referved an-
nually out of the duties on imports and tonnage, by the aé mak-
ing provifion for the debt of the United States, for the fupport of
the government thereof : And fecondly, fuch furplus as fhall
have accrued to the end of the prefent year, upon the revenues
heretofore eftablifhed, over and ibove the foms neccflary for the
payment of intereft on the publicdebt during the fame year, and
forthe fatistying of other prior appropriations,

Judging from the returns heretofore received at the treafury,
there is good ground to conclude that, that furplus, together with
the abovementioned fum of fix hupdred thoufand dollars, will be
adequate to the objeét. &

All which is humbly [ubmitted. |
ALEXANDER HAMILTON,
| Secretary of the Treafury.
General Eflimate for the Setvices of the enfuing Year.
. SCIVIEgLIST. :
. o i Dols. Cts.” Dols. Cts.
For compen(ation to the prefident,vice-pre-

fident,chief juftice and affociate judges, 51,500
Ditto to the diftrict judges, - - 21,300
Members of the fenate, houfe of reppfcn-

tatives and their officers, 3 120,730
Treafury department, = - 60,3%0
Department of ftate, - " 6,000
Department of war, = = - 9,600
Board of commiffioners, - 15,100
Government of the weftern territory, 11,000
Grant to baron Steuben, - 2,500
Penfions granted by the late government, 2,767. 73
Incidental and contingent expences of the

civil lift eltablifhments, -

20.555. 83

EXTRAORDINARIES.

For difcharging certain liquidated claims

on the United States, - - 117,626. 70
To make good deficiencies in the civil lift

eftablifhment, - - 49,043.79
Clerks of courts, jurors, witneffes, &c. 5,000
Maintenance of light-houfes and 1epairs, 16,000
Keeping prifoners, - - 4,000
Arranging the public fecurities, 2,450
Purchafe of hydrometers, - = 1,000
Building and equipping ten cutters, 2,000
~——107,119. 49

328,653 56

WAR DEPARTMENT.
Stated annual expences, - 357,731. 61
Annual allowance to invalids, 87,463. 60%
For formér deficient appropriations, 47,829. 84
Indian departmeut, - - 39:424. 71

Dollars,

532:449. 763
1,058,222.81%
Treafury Department,
Regifier’s Office, Nov. 4, 1791. :
o " JOSEPH NOURSE, Regifter.

CANAL OF LANGUEDOC,

THE canal of Languedoc is the moft ftupendu-
ous work of art in Europe.—The project origi
nated among the Romans who abandoned it as
impracticable. Monf. Riquet began the enter-
prize in 1666, and completed it in 168¢c, far-
mounting every ebftacle in a broken uiteven
country, carrying his works over and through
mountains, and even removing rivers which lay
in his way, by aqueducis. _Where the canal is
carried through mountains it is'curiouﬂy arched
over with free ftone, Defcending towards the
acean there are 15 locks, and towards the Medig-
erranean 45,as well as 427aquéducts anfl 8 bridges.
Near Beziers there are 10 logks which have a
pretty effect down a defcent of 936 teet, and 66
feet from the levelabove., This amazing work
coft upwards of 2 millions of crowns, ha'lf of
which was paid by the king. It communicates
the Mediterranean with the Bay ofB.ifcay, pafling
by Bourdeaux and Montpelier, being upwards
of 150 miles in length, and of the nrmoft utility
elpecially in time of war, as flats carrying 60
tons burthen keep up a fafe and an eafy inland

water commuuication,

CONGRESS.
PHILADELPHTIA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
THURSDAY, NovEMBER 10.

IN COMMITTEE OF -THE WHOLE.

Decbate on the Ratio of Reprefemtation.

until the next enumeration, the number
of Reprefencatives thould be one for every thirty
thoufand perfons.

Mr. Dayton had moved to ftrike out thirty be-
fore thoufand—this amendment was under con-
fideration, ;

Mr. Gerry obferved, that in all the decifions
of the legiflature, we ought to follow as far as
poilible the opinion of the great body of the peo-
ple.—If ‘this opinion fhould be found to be a-
gainft the ratio of thirty thoufand, the amend-
ment ought to be adopted ; but if we refer to
the amendwents propofed by the conventions to.
the conftitution, we fhall find that five ftates were
in favor of one reprefentative to every thirty
thoufand perfons, till the number fhould amount
to two hundred. None of the propofitions now
moyed as amendments to the motion of the gen-
tleman from New-York, amount ro that number
—Several others of the conventions were of opi-
nion that the reprefentation was too fmall to fe-
cure chre Jiberiies of chis country.. This govern-
ment, faid he, is agovernment of reprefentation ;
the people may controul their reprefentatives,
but their influence is fmall in refpect to the fe-
nate and the executive, and ftill lefs over the of-
ficers of government—On what then do the peo-
ple depend for checking encroachments, or pre-
venting abufes ! On their reprefentatives—If
thefe thovld be too few, or if they fliould fail
them, they never can redrefs their grievances
without having recourfe to violence.—If ‘the
number is finall, a majority may be the more ea-
fily corrupted—on the other hand, too large a
number will be attended with difficulties ; a me-
dium then ismoft eligible.—An adequate number
is abfolutely neceflary,—and to fhew that one to
thirty thoufand would r.t produce more than au
adequate number, he referred to the ratio of re-
prefentation in England and France, in which
there was a greater proportion of reprefentatives
than in the legiflature of the United States.

If has been objected to an increafe of repre-
fentatives, that it would lead to encroachments
on the part of the general government, over
thofe of the individual governments—He tho’t
that the reverfe of the objection was true, and
inftanced the opinion and plan of Gov, Hutchin-
fon of Maflachufetts, who propofed and advifed
a reduciion of the reprefentation of Maflfachu-
fets, as a neceflary ftep in order to effeét the de-
figns ofGreaL-Brizain-—dccrcaﬁng the number,
therefore, will be leflening in proportion the fe-
curity of the liberties of the people.

He then adverted to the objection arifing from
the additional expence—but, he obferved, afier
Congrefs fhall have paffed a few more of the moft
important acts, it is not probable that the nublic
bufinefs will in future require that the ieifions.
thould be for more than four months annually—
this would reduce the expencegreatly,in the firft
inftance ; and agreeable to a calculation, an ad-
dition of 47membersto the prefent number,would
make the aggregate expence but about one eigh-
teenth part more than at prefent, fuppofing the
feflions to be four months long—But he confider-
ed the objection on account of the expence as
merely fpeculative.

Although Congrefs is not pofitively bound by
the conftitution to give one member for every
thirty thoufand inhabitants, yet he weuld afk,
whether the citizens of the United Stares did nos
expect that this ratio would be adopted 7 and
whether they would not confider it as an abufe
of power, if Congre(s, inftead of ore to thirty
thoufand fhould fettle the reprefentation at one
to forty thoufand 2 Eight States have already
adopted the firft article of the .propofed amend-

mentsto theconflitution : and if the houfe thould

R. LAWRANCE had previouily moved that ‘



