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FROM THE NEW-YORK JOURNAL, &c.

To the Gentlemen of the Grand Fury of the County of ABBEVILLE in
the STaTE of SouTH-CAROLINA.

A PRESENTMENT from your body te one ofthe judical courts
of your State, has been publifhed in feveral Gazettes in the

United States. As it applies folely to a national law, itisa pro- |

per objeét of decent’ com ment for any of your fellow citize_ns ;
and it cannot be doubted that you will be ready to hearany thing,
which can prove you are honeftly miftaken in'a matter which is
deemed of fo much importance to liberty, and which is alfo of
confequence to the credit of our common’ country abroad, and at
home.

You fay the excife a& is a grievance of the higheft nature. This
is ftrong language, brethren, and ftronger, it is believed, than you
will find the fadts to (upport. If this law had been pafled with-
out competent powers in Congrefs, and to carry on an ambitious war,
it would furely have been a grievance of a higher nature, This is
no play on words, for graad juries are fober and important bodies
of men, have the moft ferious duties to perform—fhould ¢ enquire
diligently, and make truc prefentment.” They fhould not mif-
name man-flaughter and call it murder, nor fhould they call by
either of thofe criminal names, the lawful a@ions of an indlvidu_al,
much lefs of a government, though thofe aétions fhould unhappily
end in death. It is never well in difcharge of public duties to ict
expreflions go forth, which, by irritating, may produce lament-
able evils. The more freedom is ufed with you, brc:hre_n, on
this point, becaufe it is fuppofed the language of JSreedom will not
be offenfive to you, and becaufe you have thewn all neceffary mo-
deration and reafon in the conclufion of your prefentment, by re-
commending a conftitutional and lawfulapplication, through your
fenators and reprefentatives, for an alteration of the law,

You fay alfo, that all excifes are incompatible with liberty,
which hiftory, you obferve, will fully (hew. This is certainly a
miftake, for the hiftory of every nation that ever contraéted debts,
and formed a {yftem to difcharge thofe dcbts fhews that they have
uniformly had recourfe to them. The American provinces had
excifes laid by their own legiflatures, the popular branches of
which were freely chofen by the people—yet nobody ever thought,
or faid, the provincial legiflatures enflaved their conftituents.  On
the contrary, it is well known they were conftantly engaged in
flruggles, againft the crown, in favor of the people. ~ The State of

Pennfylvania, which had only one popular houle, for many years,
and no ncgative in the exccutive, had an excife through half this
century— The amount of it being eight pence, their money, per
gallon, was as near as poffible to nine cents, which is the rate of
country fpirits, per gallon, under the aé of Congrefs, unlefs the
diftiller, living :n the country, chufes to pay fixty Cents per an-
num, for each gallon his ftill holds, for the right of ftilling 2s
much as he can through a year ~Then the duty will be lower, if
thereisany induftry in working the ftill. Maffachufetts, a free
State, with a well conftituted government, had an excife— Cone
neéticut, with a legiflature chofen half yearly, had an excife; and
fo of other American States. * Britain and Holland, two of the
freeft countries in Europe, had an excife ; and France, now freer
than cither of them, or any other country in Europe, has anexcife,
All taxes (including excife) are equally compatible with liberty, 1f
the legiflature is freely and frequently chofen. ' How can the excife of
Congrefs be incompatible with liberty, if the people velted them
with power to lay it, and can turn out every Congrefs man that
voted for it, if they really think it beft, and chufe others inftead
of them. Freedom can never be endangered by a law, the repeal
of which, a bare majority can any moment effeét.

You fuppofe the dwelling houfes of the people liable to be entered
at all times, night orday, by the omcers. In this, brethren, you
are miftaken ; and it is a very great miftake, for the officers are
not authorifed to go inte the dwelling houfes, in the night or day
either. They can go into liguor flores, liguor cellars, and liguor
vaults, aud diftilleries marked as fuch, bur that only in the day
time.  So tender is the law, thac though it fhall be made to appear,
on oath to a judge or juftice of the peace, that fpirits are fraudu-
lently hid in a dwelling houfe, to deprive the country of the duty,
the officer cannot go into even that houfe without a warrant under
the hand and feal of a judge or jultice, nor without a conftable or
peace officer with him, nor can he g0 at any time, but only by
day.

ilt is faid, again, by you, brethren, that the dnty will not bear
the expence of collefting in fome places. This, alfo, muft be a
miftake, for a land tax, or poll tax, in a thin fettled country, muft
be more expenfive and troublefome. Affeffments, lovies, dif-
traints, advcertifementss, and fales of property for thofe taxes, are
much more inconvenient.

It fecms probable, that you were mifinformed about many
parts of the law, efpecially the. manner in which the duty is laid
on country ftills. Some have trought the duty to be fixty cents
for every gallon that the ftill fhould make ; but thisisa great crror.
No more 15 laid than fixty cents for a whole year upon the quantity
that would fill the ftill once, and if enough fpirits hould not be made
to amount to that at nine cents per gallon, the owner may have
it deduéted, by taking care to keep an account of what he makes,
in the manner the law direfts. More than nine cents on what 1s
made will, therefore, never be paid by thofe who take proper
care of their own bufinefs ; but lefs will be paid by all thofe who
are fo induftiious as to make more fpirits than fixty cents, on the
meafure or eapacity of the ftill, will cometo. This will have au
effeét very favorable to the planters and farmers, becaufe induftri-
ous men, who will makea trade of diftilling, will fet up works,
and making confiderable profits by this, and by diftilling largely,
will be able to buy larger parcels of grain at better prices, to
manufaéturcinto fpirits.

You complain, that the northern diftillers will have the ad-
vantage, but you will think otherwife when you have examined
this point.  Spirits from molafles pays two cents per gallon more
than that from gratmor fruit, which is above twenty-two per cent,
Or twenty-two pounds in the hundred. This is too clear and
Plain to dwell upon. It would be to queftion your candor or
underﬂanding todo more than mention the taét.

Youappear to labor under the fame want of iaformation, when
You complain about the excife being too high in proportion to the
1mpoft en furcxg' fpirits. The loweft proof of foreign rum,
brandy, &c. is at twenty cents ; the loweft proof of country grain
or fruit pirits is at nine cents. The difference is prodigioufiy in
favor of the home diftiller, and it is plaiuly better for him to have
the fmall duty on country made fpirits, feeing it is accompanied
with one fo much greater on rival foreign [pirits.

It is but right to remember how much the States are made free
of the occafion to lay taxes by the aflumption, which part of the
public debt, and the defence of the weftern country, this duty is
appropriated to. If South-Carolina is averfe to the excife, the

ought not to avail herfelf of the opportunity of getting four mil-
lions of her debt on the United States. The wmeafure comes re-
markably eafy to your State, becaufe little foreign rum is ufed on
the fea coalt countie:, on account of the {mall number of whites,
and great number of blacks: and in the weftern country the
h#me made {pirits are to pay only nine cents, which is lefs than
half the duty.
I am, gentlemen,

Your friend and humble fervant,
A New-Yorx GranDp Jury Man,

FROM THE NORWICH PACKET.

Mr. TruMBULL,

In a late paper of your’s, there appeared a para-
graph refpecting a meering of the Clergy at
New-Haven, on the enfuing Commencement.
Some have fuppofed that faid publication mif-
took and wifreprefented the object of the pro-
pofed meeting ; you may explain the true ori-
gin and defign of the fame, by publifhing the

followmg

Extralls from the Minutes of the General Afembly of

the Prefbyterian Ghurch in the United States.

7 GREEABLY to the appointment of the

General Aflembly, laft year, directing
Dr. Rodgers, and Dr. M‘Whorter, to correfpond
with the congregartionalchurches in Connecticat,
in order to renew and ftrengthen the bonds of
union between thofe churches and the prefbyte-
rian church in America, Dr. M‘Whorter reports
that fome progrefs has been made in opening a
planof correfpondcnce with faid churches. That
three modes of oorrefpondence are propofed for
confideration, viz.—1ft. By letter from a com-
mittee of this body, with a committee of the ge-
neral aflociation of Connecticur. 2d. By reviv-
ing a convention fimilar to one which fubfifted
between thofe bodies before the late war. 3d.
By fending delegates reciprocally from each bo-

| dy, who fhall fic in their refpective meetings, to

anfwer the important purpofe defigned by this
correfpondence.

On motion, refolved, That in order to carry
into effet the propofed plan for a correfpond-
ence with the congregational churches in New-
England, a committee confifting of Dr. Wither-
fpoon, Dr. Rodgers, Dr., M‘Whorter, Mr. Chap-
man, Dr. Samuel S. Smith, Mr. Tenant and Mr.
Auflin, or any three of them, be, and they are
hereby appointed to meet at New- Haven on the
fecond Wednefday in September next, to confulr
with fuch minifters from the New-England
churches as may be there prefent, on the fubject
in contemplation, and to determine on fuch plan
of correfpondence and intercourfe as fhall appear
eligible. Andthat the profpect of accomplithing
the. defire of the General Aflembly in this ap-
pointment may be the more favorable, Doctor
M‘Whorter is hereby directed to write immedj-
ately to Dr. Timothy Dwight, of Connecticut,
and inform him of this meafure, requefting him,
at the fame time, to lay it before the General
Affociation of Connecticur, that they may be pre-
pared to meet at the time above-mentioned, and
do what they may think expedient in this con-
cern.”

FROM THE COLUMBIAN CENTINEL.

JUST COMPLAINTS OUGHT TO BE HEARD AND
REMEDY AFFORDED.

WHAT compenfation are the right worthy
citizens likely to receive, who not finding
it in their hearts to put any confidence in our
State or Centinental Governments, never pur-
chafed any of their fecurities—and now, contra-
ry to their belief, Publick Securities have rifen
fo amazingly as to make fortunes for fome com-
mon folks—folks, we may fay, who never dream-
ed of fuch a thing ! —We defpife fpeculation ;—
if it had been right, we thould have fzen threugh
it, and gotten rwice as much by it, as any of thefe
moon-thine fortunes—It’s all delufion now, they
will go to ruin falter, ten times, than ever they
rofe, and our /o/id eftates will, ten chances to
one, be taxed yer, to fupport thefe pretenders to
money—It is impoflible there thould be fuch a
golden thower and we not catch it—-They huga
phautom, therefore, good people all don’t wor-
ry your gizzards about rhem—don’t make wry
faces, nor Jook melancholy—Stocks fall already
—1keir faces are half as long as our’s now—Ilet
‘em alone, we’ll meaflure with them by and by.

SKINFLINT & Co.

W ARS AW, May ;.

’FHE different fupreme tribunals have fent de-
puties to the King and the States, acknow-
ledging their fidelity and fubmiffion to the new
conftitution.

June 15.  The following articles have been
added to the New Conftitution, and have receiv-
ed the unanimous fanction ofthe Diet of Poland.

Of the King, the Executive Power.

“ No Government, though it were the moft
perfect that can be imagined, can fubfit unlefs
the executive power be enabled to act with the
fulleft energy. :

[Would to Heaven thar this principle, which
is incontrovertibly juft and true, were every
where admitted ! Owing to the non-obfervance
of this indifpenfible axiom, the revival of liber-
ty has become odious to all thofe who have {till
a regard for focial order.]

‘¢ Juft and equirable laws are the foundation
of national happinefs.

“ All the good effe@s to be expecied from
them, moft depend on their having been vigor-
oufly executed,

‘“ Experience has taught us, that to a want of
this executive energy, Poland owes all its mis-
fortunes.

“ For thefe reafons, after having infured li-
berty to the Polith nation, and having made it
independent ; after having fecured to it the
right of making laws, and of watching over the
executive authority, and alfo of choofing all pub-
lic magiftrates ; we entruft the King and his
Council (which fhall hereafter be ftiled the Su-
perintending Council) with the Supreme execu-
tion of the laws,

‘“ The executive power fhall be under a frict
obligation to fuperintend the executiou of the
laws, and exemplarily to conform to them. k
fhall aét in all cafes permitted by the law ; inall
fuch cafes which require a fuperintendance, exe-
cation, and even a coercive force. All Magif-
trates are bound ro obey it implicitly ; and by it
they are liable to be punithed for neglect of dury
or difobedience.

‘“ The executive power fhall neither make
laws, nor explain them. It thall not impofe tax-
es, or levy contributions. It fhall not contract
public debts, nor make the lealt alteration in
the collection of the revenue. And finally, ic
fhall neither declare war nor make peace ; nor
make any treaties with other powers. It fhall
only be enabled to have a tempaorary correfpon-
dence with foreign courts, fo far as the fafery
and tranquily of the flate may require ; and for
this it fhall be acconntable to the following Le-
giflature.”

ROME, Junes.

The chagrin experienced by his Holinefs, oc-
cafioned by the revolt of Avignon and the de-
crees of the National Affembly of France relative
to the Clergy, is a little alleviated by learning
the progrefs of the Roman Catholic religion in
fome of the provinces of North-America, and
chiefly in Acadia, Maryland, and part of Penn-
fylvania. Charles Walmefly, Bifhop of Rama,
has confecrated Mr. John Carroll, fuperior of the
foreign miffions, in quality of Bithop of Balii-
more, the Congrefs of Philadelphia having per-
mitted the free exercife of the Roman Catholic
religion in the aforefaid provinces,

LEYDEN, June 9.

The accounts from the emnpire are confirmed.,
The Count d’Artois has been at Ulm, but is re-
turned to Augfbourg. M. de Calonne does not
mean to go there, for which reafon the Prince
de Lambefc, and other emigrants of the old
French nobility, have quitted Manheim and Deux
Ponts, where they had aflembled 1o wait the re-
fult of the attempt on Huninguen, which it feems
has not anfwered their expectation.

HAMBURGH, June ro.

The King of Sweden, who landed at Roftock
the 2d inft. went the fame evening to Ludwig(-
burg to wait for his carriages. They arrived
the sth, and his Majefty remaining izcognito, un-
der the title of Count Haga, continued his jour-
ney to Aix-la-Chapelle. The 6th in the evening
he arrived at Brunfwick, where the Court was
very brilliant on the occafion.




