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FOR THE GAZETIE OF THE UNITED STATES.

MR. FENNO,

ALTHOUGH I conceive it improper for indi-
viduals to obtrude their fenriments on the
public, too frequently, with refpect to fubjects
that engage the attention, and require the deli-
beration of the legiflature of the Union ; yet if
it appear from proceedings already had, that any
thing will be pretermitted, which merics legifla-
tive provifion, itought to be communicated. The
multiplicity and variety of bufinefs that is pre-
fented to the minds of the members of the ho-
norable body, unavoidably prevent an accurate
and precife view of every part : Hence 1 infer
the reafon that induced Congrefs to adopr the
practice of refering certain fubjects to thofe of-
ficers, thatfill the different executive departments
to report on : A practice proper enough, if con-
fined within due bounds: The danger which may
refult is, that fo implicit a reliance may be placed
on thofe reports, as to preclude a due inveftiga-
tion of the fubjects reported oi—Few men pof-
fefling induftry enough to inveltigate a fubject
already confidered to their hand. 'This I pre-
{fume, hath been the cafe, from certain proceed-
ings of the houfe of reprefentatives, in confe-
quence of a late report, made by the Attorney-
General, relative to the Judiciary Syftem, the re-
vifion of which, as there recommmended, hath
been poftponed to a fubfequent period. The
Attorney-General among other things, recom-
mends it to the legiflature as proper, ¢ That the
Clerks and Marfhals fhould have emoluments
equal to a livelihood,” confidering with juftice
that the precarious profits of their relpective of-
fices cannot be adequate to cheir fupport : Upon
the ground of this recommendarion, I fuppofe
the houfe of reprefentarives have appointed a
commitree ‘‘ to prepareand bring in a bill mak-
ing provifion for the Clerks and Marfhals.”

An indifferent obferver would be led to fup-
pofe, from this circumitance, that thofe were the
only officers known in the courts of the Union,
and that by fome novel regulation, they haa dif-
penfed with a third officer, who hath been here-
tofore deemed important and eflential in the
conftitution of judicial tribunals—I mean che
Profecutor of the pleas of the State, whom it would
be conjectured from his ftile was a character that
filled an appointment of confiderable truft and
confidence. Our obferver would be nota little
furprifed to be told, thataltho fuch an officer ex-
ifted, yet he was thoughtof fuch trifling account,
that he was left without any kind of provifion,
except the uncertain allowance of fo much as the
court might deem fufficient for cafual fervices—
and that he was not even permicted to make his
own charge for fuch fervice.

I cannotavoid exprefling my aftonithment, that
it thould never have occurred to the Atrorney-
General, or to the Members of Congrefs, that it
was the duty of the Diftrict Attornies, as well as
of the Clerks and Marthals, to attend the refpec-
tive feflions of the Courts of the Union—diftant

perhaps from their refidence, without much prof-'

pect of profeflional employment, and with ne
other objedt in viewbur a difcharge of the duties
of their office, and generally no doubt to the
very great injury of their bufinefs at home.

It is unneceflary to mention the duties incum-
bent on that officer—they will occur upon reflec-
tion to the underftandings of gentlemen—who,
in revolving this fubject in their minds, muft be
ftrongly imprefled with an idea that talents and
profeflional knowledge are requifite for the due
difcharge of the office—contrary to the z/ual,
I may fay, almiolt univerfal practice of the honorable
‘body, they have expected that fervices will be ren-
dered by the Attornies without proper compen-
fation. I have lately beeén informed, thar it
hath fome time ago been required of them, by
cerrain officers in fome of the executive depari-
ments, to perform certain fervicesthat called for
confiderable artention and trouble, and that they
were told their alfual expenditures fhould be re
imburfed. 1 am certainly no friend to falaries,
bur I think government ought to preferve fome
degree of confiftency.

Theve is one confideration, in my view, that
is conclufive as to the propriety of vendering the
diftrict Attornies an adequate compenfation : It is
well known that moft, if not all the States, have
taken effectual fteps, either by legiflative a(ts,
or the inculcation of a jealous diftruft, to exclude
all federal officers from ftate appointments—in or-

\I

der, as they fay, to preferve the ftare govern-
ments free from the influence of the federal go-
vernment— { he confequence of which is, that
every perfon who accepis an appointment under
the federal government, ¢¢ ipfo facto’” expatriates
himfelf, and lofech all chance, while in office, of
any appointment in the particular State, how-
ever important. Is it to be fuppofed then that
perfons, whofe talents afford them profpects of
advancement at home, will accept of the office of
diftrict Attorney, eftimated ac {o low a'rate as it is
at prefent by Congrefs. On the contrary, will it
not be fpurned at by men of abilities, infomuch
that none but inferior characters can be obrained
to difcharge its duties : Would this, I afk, be an
eligible plight for plzas, that regard the intereft
and welfare of the Union, to be placed in. Ttis
obvioufly the intereft of the Union, that a due
atrention be paidto the profecution of fmugglers,
the bane of 1ts ‘productive refources—and it is
equally certain, that a fpirited and determined
profecution of fuch offenders, will tend much to
the dilcouragement of their mal-practices—T his
refts very much upon the diftrict Attornies, who
are the principal agents ir the commencement
and condu& of fuits : Men muft be rewarded for
doing their daty—theimperfections of humanity
require the fpur of intereft:—¢ If you expect
work well done, you muft pay well.”
Coll- R T1.U..S.

N - WX ©R oK, TFeb. 11,

Extract of a letter from London, November 30.

¢ It iswith pleafure Iinform you that the cre-
dit and character ofthe American ftates is rapid-
ly appreciating in this councry ; one confidera-
ble proof of which is, the fpeedy appointment
of an ambaflador, to refide in Philadelphia,whofe
arrival, itis faid, will be fuceeded by a commer-
cial treaty with Great Britain ; and which if con-
ftiruted upon the liberal bafis of reciprpoal ad-
vantage, cannot be otherwife than highly bene-
ficial to both countries. Many of your works of
lirerature are in growing eflimation on this fide
of the Atlantic ; and, as refinement advances we
bhave no finall apprehenfions of rivals in the fine
arts rifing in the weftern woods.. An American
production, entitled, ¢ A law cafe between So-
loman Dafth and Frederick Flute,*”” has been

lately delivered with great eclat in the Bricith

theatre, owing to that fund of fatyrical humour
with which it abounds, and yet is of fuch a na-
ture asto pleafe without offending.”

< N O T E,
* Seeavolume of Mifcellaneous pieces, by P. Frencau---page 216.

PROVIDENCE, February 3.

While we remark with pleafure, on the ad-
vantages refulting to the public from the new
regulation, by the Poft Maiter General, for con-
veying the mails from the feat of the general
government, we cannot help regretting, that
the portmanteaus ufed in that bufinefs are fo
finall, that New/papers direlted to Priuters, are
frequently excluded, and thereby the editors of
the puablic papers at adiftance from the capital
prevented the pleafure of prefentingtheir read.
ers with the lateft proceedings of Congrefs.—
The more than ufual number of public difpatch-
es which weekly go with the mail, point out the
neceflity of enlarging the portmanteaus, in or-
der to leave as much room as formerly for news-
papers.—It is of the greateft importance to the
general government, that the people in all parts
of the union fhould have ear/y and authentic ac-
counts of the proceedings of Congrefs—and in
no cther manner can they receive fuch accounts
but by a free and general circulation of news-
papers.—By newfpapers thus being ftopped, op-
portunities are given to thofe fo difpofed to mif-
reprefent fuch proceedings—and forry are we
to fay there are fach difpofitions in every part
of the United States. Other fubftantial reafons
could be given, were itdeemed neceflary, tofhew
that the legiflature of the union ought immedi-
ately, to give fpecial directions to the officers by
them appointed in the Poft-Office department to
attend punctually and faithfully ro the forwarding
and delivery of newfpapers—efpecially thofe pub-
lithed at the feat of government.

B O S T O N, February 2.

VFOREIGN ARTICLES.
Mr. Burke, for his P ilippick on the French National Affem-

bly, is denominated at Paris, Guy Faux, and the fifth of Novem- -

ber, was burnt in effigy, al' Angloife.

L PR e - : 3
. Theexiled Nobility of France, in various quarters, are fill pro-
je€ting counter-revolutions,

M. de Calonne, the Ex-Minifter of France, has lately left Eng
land for Turin.

The city of London has addrefied the Britifh King on the pa-
cification with Spain. It approves highly of the Convention—
ind the Recorder [Mr. Rofe] who read, and the Sheriff who pre-
fented the Addrefs, were Knighted.

The Britiih Parliament will again take up the Abolition of the
Slave Trade.

Mr. Pitt has a majority in the new Britifh Parliament of two
‘0 one.

John Boydell, Efq. the celebrated printfeller, is elefted Lord
Mayor of London.

O} Affignats [or funded Paper Money] Nov. g, laft, there was
fold at Paris, 125,000,000 livres, at 5% per cent. above par.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES:
AT THE THIRD SESSION,
Begun and held at the City of Philadelphia, on Monday. the fixth
of December, one thoufand feven hunidred and ninety.

An ACT declaring the confent of Congrefs to a
certain act of the State of Maryland.

BE it enalled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Uni-
tedStates of America in Congrefs affembled, That the confent of
Cougrefs be, and is hereby granted and declared to the operation
of an a&t of the General Aflembly of Maryland, made and pafled
at a feflion begun and held at the city of Annapolis, on the firit
Monday in November laft, intituled, ¢ An aét to empower the
wardens of the port of Baltimore to levy and colleét the duty there~
inmentioned, ¢ until the tenth day of January ‘next, and from
;hcncc until the end of the then next feflion of Congrefs, and no
onger. ‘
FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG,
Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.
JOHN ADAMS, l’ii—i’nﬁa’efnt{ t/zf Ufnilcd States,
and Prefident of the Senate.
APPROVED, FEBRUARY NINTH, 1701. ;
crarck WASHINGTON, Prefident of the United States.
(True Cory)
THOMAS JEFFERSON, Sccretary of Stdte.

MONDAY, Jan.3r.

In committee of the whole, on the bill for the eﬂabl{/b-
ment of Poft-Offices and Poft-Roads.

Mr. Boudinot in the Chair.

I\/IR. STEELE moved to expunge the fecond

fection, for the purpofe of introducing an-
other as an amendment; in fubftance, that the
moft direct route from Wiicaflet in the diftrict of
Maine, to Savannah in the ftate of Georgia be
eftablifhed as the poft road ; and that the Prefi-
dent of the United States be empowered to efta-
blifh crofs poft roads, where they fhall appear to
him neceflary.

He obferved that upon the prefent eftablifhment
of the principal poft road, a confiderable and po-
pulous part of North-Carolina derived noadvan-
tage from the eftablifhment, and the fea coaft ex-
clufively enjoyed the benefit of a regular and
{peedy conveyance for their correfpondencies,
and thus the agricultural intereft was facrificed
to the commercial.

In the laft feflion, it was true, he had been of
opinion that a difcretionary power, which by his
amendment was propofed to be left, with the Pre-
fident, fhould not be given to him ; not that he
thought it unconftitutional, but becaufe he then
conceived the reprefentatives, from their collect-
ed local information, better ableto determine in
what parts of the country pofts would be requir-
ed : But the Senate did not concur with the houfe
in exercifing that power, and a change of circum-
ftances required a change of meafures ;—the Pre-
fident, by arour to the fouthward, he faid, could
colleét the neceflary information whereon to
found proper regulations in that quarter.

Mr. Williamfon oppofed the amendment offer-
ed by his colleague. The object of an eftablifh-
ed poft was not to afford the moft fpeedy convey-
ance, by the ftraighteft line between two diftant
places : but to accommeodate on the route as ma-

ny perfons defirous of writing as poffible. If the
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