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FOR THE GAZETIE OF THE UNITED STATES.

MR. FENNO,
Agreeable tathe bintin No. 74 of your Gazette, I fend
you the follvwing, which may enable your readers to
Sform fome sdeas on

THE PRESENT STATE OF THE AMERICAN
NATION.

OPULATION of the United States,

Whites, 3,300,000 Blacks, 700,000
*Reprefentatives to the general government, 65
Number of fouls to each reprefentative, 61,538
Number of males between 16 and 60,

Whites, 825,000 Blacks, 175,000
Number of perfons exempied from militia

fervice, about —_— = = 100,000
Number of fighting men from 18 to 45,
about — = s 600,00

Crofs amount of dutics, impoft and taxes, colletied
: in the year 1790.
For fupportofthe general government,
payment of foreign intereft, and to

create a finking fund, 2,500,000
For fupport of the State governments, 1,500,000
4,000,000

Each foul pays 1 dollar.—Each male between
16 and 60, pays 4 dollars.

The amount to be collected in the prefent year
will be greater, becaufe provifion muft be made
for paying the intereft on the national debt.—
The whole grofs amount that will be neceﬂary,‘
may be computed ac 6,000,000 dollarst—out of
which the United States may have a finking
fund, which, in addition to the Weftern lands,
may reduce the debt, in a period of time not very
long, to atrifle. Each foul will then pay 13 dol-
lar. Each man, between 16 and 60, would pay
6 dollars; but when it is confidered that the re-
venue of the United States is chiefly collected by
duties on confumption, and thac the rich confume
‘more than the poor, it is probable that the poorer
clafs of citizens will not pay half a dollara year.

The debt of the United States divides itfelf
into foreign and domeftic.
The foreign debt,the intereft of which

is payable in Europe, including the

Jaft 2,000,000 loan, may be compat-

ed at — — — 12,000,000

This part of the debt is liable to augmentation,
ag there is power ‘to borrow 12,000,000 to dif-
charge arrearaﬁes of intereft, and to effect fome
changes in the debt, beneficial to the Union.

" The domeftic debt may be as follows—on the
jdea of the whole being fubferibed—
6 per cents, bearing intereft from 1ft

January. 1791, about 19,000,000

é per ceats, bearing intereft from 1ft
=January, 1792, 10,000,000
29,000,000

6 per cents, bearing intereft from 1fk

January, 1801, — - I 3,000,000

3 per cents, bearing intereft from 11t

January, 1791, — — 1 4,000,000

3 per cents, bearing intereft from it
January, 1792, —_ — 7,000,000
21,000,000

Intereft to be provided in 1791.

On foreign debt,with neceflary charges, 600,000

* This number, in all probability, at the next general eleétion,
will be increafed to onc hundred. '

+ Formed as _follows, viz.
For the general government,

Annual expences of goverament, ~about 800,000
To pay foreign and domeftic intereft, about 3,000,000
For a finking fund, about 200,000
4,000,000
For the ftate governments.

Annual expence of civil Lift in each ftate; intereft

on debt not aflumed ; improvements in inland navi-

gation and roads; poor rates ; city taxes ; congri-
butions to clergy, and public buildings, 2,000,000
6,000,000

Which may be raifed in the following manner, viz.
For the general government.
Fmpoft, including the additional duties and tonnage, 3,200,000
Excife, or duty on rum and other fpirits imported,
or diftilled within the United States, 800,000
4,000,000
For the flate governments. 3
Tax on carriages, ;
Tax on Slaves,
Tax on hoifes, cattle, fheep, and other animals,
Tax on monies at iaterclt,
Tax on profeflions and ftock in trade,
Tax on houfes and town lots,
Tax on land,
Tax on law proceedings,
Tax on collateral legacies,

And the States may devife many others, if fome one or other of
thefe do not fuit their'purpofe. One advantage may arife 'from
this divided mode of taxation, viz. an equalizing of the burthens
of all the people of the State; for if the fyRem of taxation adopt-
ed by the general government fhould fall partially on any defcrip-
tion of perfons, the ftate legiflature may colle€ the neceffary re-
venue for ftate purpoles, from thofe on whom the general revenue
does not fall,

Domeftic debt,

14,000,000 6 pr.cents. - 1,140,000
14,000,000 3 pr. cents. — 420,000

2,160,000

_ For 1792, ¢

Foreign dgbt, . — — 00,000
29,000,000 6 pr. cents. — 1,740,000
21,000,000 = 3 Pr. cents. . 950,800
Total annual intereft until 1801, 2,0 70,000

Some part of the domeftic debt has been dif-
charged in the courfe of thelall year, perhaps as
much as 300,000 dollars, the annual intereft of
which, and the intereft on all other fums which
may be hereafter difcharged, becomes an aug.
mentation to the finking fund.

The whole debt of:he’ United

States is about — — — 75,000,000
W hat the debts due by the feveral
States will be, after the aflumption,
is difficult to fay, but at moft cannot
exceed —_— e P Er 10,000,000
85,000,000

The whole territory of the United States, is
1,000,000 fquare miles.

That part which is granted to individuals, or
which the United Stateés, or particular States,
have a right to grant, may be computed at five
hundred thoufand fquare miles, or 320,000,000
acres—which is 8o acres to each foul.

On the idea that the land is bound to pay
thewhole debt, every fquare acre is mortgaged
for about 14 cents ; but if only that part which
is already in pofleffion of the United States, and
feveral States, be taken into view, then every
fquare acre will be mortgaged for about 28 cents,
and admitting that every acre of land, on an
average, is worth five dollars, it will then be
pledged for only one eighteenth part of its value.

1f we look among the European governments
for fuch as are nearcit in extent to our own, we
fhall find France and Germany, together with
Spain, nearly equal to our prefent territory iu
pofleffion ; but when we contemplate the whole
extent of our territory, we fhall find it nearly
equal to France, the Netherlands, Germany, Po-
land, Switzerland, Spain, Great Britain and Ire-
land, Italy, Portugal, and Tarkyin Europe.

It is faid that the debt of Great-Britainisnearly
equal to one half the value of the whole property
of the people—whether in land, cafh; fhips, ftock
on lands, produce, manufactures, plare, jewels,
furniture, or the royal navy and implements of
war. h

If we compute the valde of the feveral heads
as they refpect the United States, perhaps the

following may be nearly the truth, viz. Dol/s.
300,000,000 acres land, at 5 dollars

on an average (incladingall the

cities) B — — 1,500,000,000
Cafh of the United States, 10,000,000
Merchant fhipsof the United States,

including coafters, —_ — 20,000,000
Stock on the lands, and neceflary

implements of hufbandry, boats,

waggoens and geers, —_ 5,000,000
Value of produce and manufac-

tures exported and for home con- ;

fumption, - — 65,000,000
Plate, jewels and furniture, 5,000,000
700,000 flaves may be valned 4t 75,000,000

1,680,000,000

Befide which is the right of pre-emption to the
land in pofleflion of the Indians, and the veflels
and warlike ftores belonging to the United States
and the feveral States.

Say the debt of the Unite? States and the fe-
veral States, foreign and domelftic, is 85,000,000,
then the proportion between the value of the
whole property and the debt will be about twenty
to one, and the ability of the people of the United
States to pay their debt, isten times greater than
that of the people of Great-Britain.

CONGRESS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. °
FRIDAY, Jan. 14.

N committee of the whole on the bill to de-

“termine the time when the electors of Prefi-
dent and Vice-Prefident thall be chofen, and when
they thall meet and give in their votes.

_ Mr. Boudinot in the chair,

A motion by Mr. Smith, (S.C.) to ftrike out a
claufe in the firft fection, which referred to va-
cancies happening “from {pecial contingencies
after a fhort difcuffion was difagreed to. ;

Mr. Benfon, who was of the committee which
reported the bill, then ftated the reafons which

| influenced the committee in the arrangement of

tive 1imed of chufing the eleCiors, and thejs iy
r o

ingin their votes.

Mr. Sedgwick faid he fuppofed, thatthe deg n
of the provifion oh this. fubject in the cunﬂizgu-
tion, was to prevent, as far as poflible, the p, ac.
tices of cortuption and intrigue in the butinefs
of election: To effect this falutary object, i
thought 1t neceflary that the time of chufing z'!cc-
tors thould be fixed, and ihat as thort a pe?xud as
poilible fhould be fuffered to elapfe, between the
time of chufing, and the time when the cleforg
fhould give in their vores ; the bill, faid he, pro-
pofes eight weeks—he thought that toe loyg 4
period. ‘ - =

Mr. Benfon obferved that the term of ejgh
weeks was thought not more than 1'uﬂicicntcro
accommodate the circumfiances of fome of (lie
Statres—a (horter period might have fuited others
—but the idea of uniformity, rendered it neceft
fary to fix on a particular period.

Mr. Goodhue objected 10 afligning one payi.
cular day for 4ll the States, as, he obferved, rhe
modes of eleétion in the {everal States ure differ
ent: In fonie the electors are chofen immediage-
ly by the people at large ; in others they are
chofen by the ftate legiflatures ; this will 1ender
it extremely difficult to comply with the law, if
they are to be chofen on one and the fame day
thronghout the Union.

Mr. Carroll faid, that jt appeared to bim ne-
ceflary in the firft place, to determine who fhall
chufe the electors : For his part he was ful‘,y
convinced, that this power is exclufively velted
in the people by the Couflitution.

Mr. Jackfon obferved, thatthe: difficultfes
mentioned by the gentleman from Maffuchufens,
would accrue from fizing on a particular day in
the State of Georgia; there the electors are cho-
fen by the legiflature, which meets at a particu-
lar feafon of the year : This claufe will render
too feflions neceffary, which would be exceedingly
inconvenient : He moved therefore that the claufe
which appoints a particular day when the elec
tors fhall be chefen, thould -be flruck our, and
that the time when they fhall meet and give in
their votes thould only be defignated : This mo-
tion was feconded. '

Mr. Giles faid that he conceived bot one mode
of chufing electors was contemplated by the con-
ftitution ; the ftate legiflatures be thought ought
not to chufe them—they ought to be chofen by
the people. He adverted to the Conftitntion—
the wordsare, ‘¢ Thateach State fball chufe, &c.”
This plainly implies thar the legiflatures are nov
authorifed to exercife that power themfelves:
Congrefs has a power to fay whes they fhall be
chofen—this impofes a neceflity for one mode,
and that the mode fhould be uniform, and be by
the people ; for the legiflatures, from the differ-
ent circumftances of the States muft meert at dif-
ferent periods : He wifhed this point te be fertled
—He thought the people ough’t to chufe the elec-
tors.

Mr. Jackfon contended that the power was left
difcretionary with the frate legiflatures.

Mr. Goodhue faid, this was plainly the cafe,
by the exprefs words of the conftitution.

Mr. Ames moved that the claufe fhould be -
mended, fo asto includethe words of the confi-
tation “ in fuch manner as the legiflature thete
of may direct.” .

This was feconded by Mr. Stone. ’

Mr. Livermore was alfo in favor of the mot/on.

Mr. Madifon faid, a queftion arofe here,which
was, whether the power of Congrefs exteids to
determining the manner of chufing, by vitue 0
poflefling the power of determining the time of
their beig chofen :—he was however difpofedto
think that the beft idea was that foggeft:d by the
gentleman from Maflachufetts.

Mr. Sedgwick faid, he was in favor of the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Georgia—and in this
view of the fubject—he was oppofed to the opini-
on of the gentleman from Virginia T Mr. Giles}
as interfering with the legiflative rights of the
feveral ftates. :

Mr. Tucker was oppofed to the idea of a par-
ticular interference of the general Government,
in refpect to the time, and mode of chufing the
electors—He wifhed therefore that the moton
for ftriking out the words, fhould obrain ; if that
was done he fhould movea claufeto this purport,
that the electors fhall be conftirutionally chofen.

Mr. Lawrance was in favor of leavingthetimeé
of chufing to the feveral ftate legiflatures—2
general regunlation could not be agreed upo,
which would not involve the difficulty that gen-
tleman appeared folicitous to gnard agai-nﬁ, s
that was the opportunity which would neceflari-
ly be given for caballing—in confequence of the
great extent of fome ftates, and the confined
mits of others—it appears therefore faid he, ab-
folurely neceflary to leave the time of chu/75 10
the ftate legiflatures, and this will put it in thei’
power to reduce the interval berween chufingan
voting, in fuch manner as circamftances may ice
tate, to prevent the inconvenfences conien-
plared. X

Mr. Giles faid, he believed he had been mifus-
derftood, he did not mean ro invade the right®
of the ftare legiflatures—fo far from that, he was
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