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The TasrLeET..__No. 1553

(GENERAL SUBJECT CONTINUED AND CONCLUDED)

¢ The people of this country are employed in fuch
a way as forms a characler meft compatible with the
enjoyment of civil liberty.” ;

THAT a perfon houldthink favorably of him-

felf and his fituation, conduces very . much
to his acting with propriety and fpirit. - The
fame remark may be applied to his political, no
Jefs than to his perforal tranfactions. It is of
imporrance that a man, in order to be a fteady
patriot, and a valnable citizen, fhould view the
government under which he lives, with as much
confidence and refpect as it deferves. If his
fentiments be ftrongly tinged with prejudices
and fufpicions, for which there is no real foun-
dation, all his efforts to preferve the government
will be cold or petnlant ; and he can never de-
rive pleafure by anticipating the profperity of
his country, fo longas he does not believe itis in
a fair way to profper. To “have opinions well ef-
tablifhed, and feelings well difpofed with regard
to public affairs, one fhould not liten too much
to the infinuations of men who are prone to pre-
dict evil, and impofe cenfure, whenever they
make public meafures the theme of their con-
verfation. There is a happine(s as well as a util-
ity in having our opinions and feelings fo juftly
accommodated ro the ftate of things, that we may
cherifh no filly or ncedlefs anxieties about future
contingencies. With this idea in view, I have
employed the fix preceding eflays ina feries of
remarks upon the caufes that operate te fecure
the freedom, and promote the profperity of our
happy country. 1t has been my intention to il-
luftrate, that thefe defirable objects refted on
fach a bafis, as could not be deftroyed or fhaken
by cafnalties fimilar to thofe, which had over-
thrown the ancienc republics. ‘As the remarks
and reafonings have not been reduced to any re-
gular fyftem, but have been communicated in a
defultory manner, there is a propriery in my
bringing them into a fummary view, before 1
clofe the fubject.

Firft of all, however, itis incambent on me to
remark, that when I am fpeaking of the govern-
ment of this country, I have nofpecific reterence
either to the national or State authorities I
view them altogether as forming one complete
government. Lhe duty as well as the beft in-
terefls of the citizens are concerned, in having
cach legiflature confining its atrention to the
objed, for which they are now feverally inftiru-
red.

But to proceed.—It has been a leading idea in
the difcuifion of the prefent fabjec¢t ; that, as
the characier and circumftances of the people of
the United States do not refemble thofe ‘of any
othe* nation, either antient or modern, we can-
not fiirly make their cafe a precedent for our
own. The occcupaticnt of men have fucha pow-
erful influence upon their moral charadter, that
we have only to know how the people of any
country wre employed, to afcertain the probabi-
lity, whether they will be moftinclined to a fo-
ber and virtuous, or to a vicious and diforderly
condudt.  We muft always look to the character
of individuals, as an eflential point to be regard-
ed in eftimating the chances that may affect the
welfare of the community. It cannot, indeed,
too often be repeated, that the ftate of fociety,
more than the form of government, fhould be
contemplated, in all our hopes and fears, with
refpe& to that propitious combination: of law
and liberty which qualifies the excefles of both.
And, as theinhabirants ofthe United States have
thofe employments and confequently thofe cha-
radteriftics which form a. good ftatg of fociery,
may we not fafely infer, that wemay efcape thofe
difafters, to which the angient republics. were
expofed; only becanfe they had thofe employ-
ments and confequently thofe characeriitics
shich form a bad ftate of fociety ?

Other remarks alfo have been made, to ex-
plain away the fears fome people may entertain,
Jeft our! encreafing wealth and luxury fhould

srove deftructive to our morals and freedom.
The diflolute manners of antient times, though
prefented to our imagination under their worfl
afvect, thould not infpire us wirh terror, or check
our purfuitsfof avarice and induftry. e gain
our property, as a people, by flow and imper-
ceprible degrees, and form fuch habits in the
courfe of the acquifition, as will guard us againft
a defire for thofe abfurd and barbarous recrea-

tions, and that capricious extravagance, into
which thofe nations unavoidably plunged, who
amafled wealth with rapidity and rapine. The
aucient, warlike 1epublics gained extenfive con-
quells, and poflelied immenfe ftores of riches,
before they had learned to eftimate their value,
or control their application. It could not but
be expectec therefore, that degeneracy and ruo-
in would be their fate. That kind of luxury
which attends the gradual profperity of an in-
duftrious people operates as a forcible fpring to
induftry, and creates that elafticity in fociety,
which gives motion to the moft ufeful, and vir-
tuous operations. Refinementdoes not necellari-
ly imply vice, nor defiroy liberty. Upon the
whole, as we do not acquire property in fuch
modes as the antients did ; and as their wealth
became pernicious only by the modes in which
it was acquired, our apprehenfions may be at reft
on this point.

But I have further fuggefted, that probably
few individuoals "in this country, can ever ac-
cumulate enormous riches. The reafon aflign-
ed for this conjeture is, that the bufinefs of this
country is diftributed among fo many hands,
that immenfe gains will not fall to the fhare of
any great portion of adventurers.

The tafk of legiflation muft lofe much of its
irkfomene(s when it is employed fupon citizeps
who are fo occupied, that they may be fafely left
to their own difcretion in the management of
their own affairs. Thereis nothing to be feared
on the part of the government, fiom the prof:
perity of individuals, thus fituated. The peo-
ple of this country can difcern too well what
promotes the public intereft, and are too willing
to embrace wife meafures, to.reft long fatisfied
with frivolous, defective inftitutions, orto thew
a temper of refiftancé to thofe thatare judicious,
liberal and efficient. The flight fketches that
have been offered in this'and fome preceding efl-
fays, upon the character and fituation of this
country, may lead the fpeculative mind into a
train of refle@ions, and draw from him new and
important light upon a fubject which cannot be
too much contemplated.

FOR THE GAZETTE OF THE UNITED STATES.

Extracl of a letter to a Member of Congrefs, dated
Fanuary 14, 1791.

ol NE of the effects of our prefent gevern-

ment is the forming connections and im-
proving focial intercourfe among thofe who were
before ftrangers to each other. Had it not been
for our political umion, I might never have had
any other relation to you, than what came by
the way of Adam ; but now I have the honor to
call Mr. my reprefentative, and truly fo,
becanfe the man of my choice. Viewing me in
this relation, you will not deem it impertinent if
1drop a few words on a fubjeét which has much
exercifed my thoughts ; though perhaps what I
may fay cannot fuggeft to you one new idea.

¢ Iperceive that the Quakers are again coming
forward with theiri petitions and memorials.
They profefs to be a peaceful, gentle, inoffenfive
kind of people, enemies to all {trifeand conten-
tion ; but whoever is acquainted with their frue
hiftory, or has been intimately converfant among
them for 20 years, of which 7 were years of war
and revolution in government, muft know that
they have no better claims to the charadter which
they aflume, than any other equal number of
mankind, taken at large ; their pecuoliarities
often render them troublefome to government,
and they have more complaints to make about
their fufferings than any other denomination of
people, The reafon of this cannot perhaps be
given in better words than thofe of an honeft
Chief Joftice of the Delaware counties, and a
gentleman of their own religious perfuafion :
«¢ To admit the ufefulnefs of civil government
to mankind, and yet to advance the pofition that
all manner of force and felfdefence is unlawful,
isa fyftem full of inconfiftency and big with ab-
furdity and ‘nonfenfe.””*

“ A fpecimen of thiginconfiltency 1 think we
have in a memorial to Congrefs juft now pub-
lifhed, by the yearly meeting at Philadelphia.
In one parc they tell you, that they are “ more
folicitous to promote the dominion of the prince

* Sce the addrelsofSamuer Cuew, Chief Juftice of Delaware.
to a grand jury, in the year 1741, reprinted in ArTken’s Peon-
fylvania Magazine, for Augull, 1775, page 346, wherein the ar-
gumenis of RoserT Barcray againlt war, are examiacd and

refuted.

of peace than to efcape fufferings, becaufe ftrife
and contentien are forbidden.”” Inanother, that
they are ‘¢ confcientioufly bound to refufe pay-
ment of every fum required in lieu of peifonal
fervice however laudable the purpofe to which
the money is applied.” Now if they are bound
ro refufe paymeht, is not this the fame as to fay

ferings, and to live in continual ftrife and con-
tention with government ?

“ Thatthey thould be indulged in their notion
which they fay they confcientioufly hold, of the
unlawfulnefs of war, and confequently exempred
from perfonal fervice, is a dictate both of mo-
rality and of policy ; but that they fhould be ex-
cufed from a cempenfation for perfonal fervice
is not warrauted by either; not by morality be-
caufe it takes away from them the power of giv-
ing the only fubftantial proof of the fincerity of
their religious fcruples ; nor by policy, becaufe
it gives them an advantage over all other reli-
gious denominations, none of which are known
in the conftitution.  Should they obtain the cx-
emption which they ave feeking,the natural con-
fequence will be an ‘increafe of their party, for
every cowardly or difaffe@ed citizen, every one

[ who from any principle whatever has an aver-

fion to ferving in the militia, and contributing to
the fupport of government, may plead, “.1 am
a Quaker,” andif you admit of a certificate from
their monthly meetings as an _€vidence of the
validity of his plea, you will put it into their
power to diminifh your forces and your refources
at theit pleafure. Befides, will not this amount
to a legal eftablifhment guo ad hoc of the Quaker
form of religion, when no other form is even ac-
knowledged by law to exift in the United States "

PROVIDENCE, _]anuéry 20028
Extratt of a letter from Philadelphia.s
The militia {yftem is” before the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives—they have been'employed upon it
fometime. A New-England legiflature would
have probably finithed it in lefs time than has al-
ready been taken up—but let it be confidered ;
the people of New England have been accuftom-
ed ro militia regulations from the earlieft fettle-
ment of the country—this has not been the cafe
in fo extenfive a degree in the Southern ftates.
No object of legiflation is of greater importance,
or attended with greater difficulties.——The
ideas of the people in the Northern andSouthern
parts of the union differ on many martiers.—but
they are every day more and more aflimilating in
their manners, in their difpofitions, and are con-
tinually ftrengthening in their attachment to the
common good of our country.—OuriNorthern
friends muft not therefore be roo impatient, or
think that we are fpending our time and their
money fruitle{sly.—Let thenr confider what great
things have been done—whata profperous fitua -
tion our country is in—how our credit is rifing
at home and abroad, and let them hope for itiil
better things when the new governmesnt has its
full operation in the execution of thofe great na-
tional Arrangements which cannot at ence be e-
ftablithed, but which-Congrefs are induftrioufly
employed in promoting.-——~The Senate are now
employed in framing abill for the eftablifiment
of a ‘National Bank.—It is probable that it will
in general be conformed to the plan recommend-
ed by the Secretary of the Treafury, who has
been very afliduons in this bufinefs, and who moft
defervedly has the confidence and efteem of the
nation.—His indefarigablenefsin building up the
national government is unparalleled in our coun-
try. ‘From the time that he figned the conftitu-
tion in 1787 tathis dayhe has not ceafed on all oc-
cafions to labourinceflantly in its fupport. The
two volumes of the federalit written by him,
and the plan of Finance and npational arrange-
ments which he has propofed, fhew him to pof-
fefs a great and comprehenfive mind, capable of
forefeeing confequences.
¢« The eftablifument of a national mint, and
coinage feems to be wifhed for by the legiflature
and the nation at large, and I cannot but hope
that we fhall, before many months are elapfed,
have an American coinage, of gold, filver and
copper. A plan is now preparing for that pur-
pofe, and is in confiderable forwardnefs.”
MASSACHUSETTS SEMI-ANNUAL LOTTERY.
{=F The Managers of the STATE LOTTERY affure the.
public, that the firlt Clals of the Semi-anuual Lottery will pofitive-

lv commeunce drawing on the day appointed, viz. the 17:h of
March next. Asthe Managers have in their feveral Monthly Lot-

teries commenced drawing at the hour afligned, fo they are detor~
mined to be equally as punétual in this

that they are bound in confcience to efcape fuf- -
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