appeared to him a much fitter officer to fill that
ftation—He was originally chofen by the people
into the fenate.

When amendments to the Conflitution came to
be thonght of, perhaps it would be proper, he faid,
to provide for this cafe by a fpecial clanfe in it,
impowering the electors, who had chofen the
Prefident and Vice-Prefident, in cafe of vacancy,
to meet again, and make another choice, anly,
however, for the remainder 'of the four years ;
becaufe at the end of that time the power of chu-
fingtheelectors thould return to, and be exercifed
by the feveral ftates. ;

If the motion before the committee was nega-
tived, he gave notice, that he would bring in lis,
viz. to fill up theblank with the perfon lait ante-
cedently chofen Prefident of the Senate.

Mr. Baldwin faid that _he fhould vote for the
prefent motion, becaufe he conceived thar the
confticution is exprefs, that an officer of the go-
vernment, defignated either by the law or the
Conftitution, thould be appointed to fill this va-
cancy.

He ftated fome objections againft the Chief
Juftice : He is an officer who ought to'be entire-
iy detached from all political agitations whatev-
er : His mind oughtto be kept calm, and as un-
embarrafled as poffible : He quored the precedent
eftablifhed in the law, inftituting the governor
of the Weftern Territory—there the fecretary
is to fucceed the governor. .The fecretary of
{tate is an executive ‘officer, an afliftant to the
Prefident, and muft be fuppofed, from his fitua-
tion, to be the moft proper perfon to fupply the
vacancy.

Mr. Sherman was of opinion, that putring the
chief magiftracy into the hands of a fubordinate
officer was by no means proper. As to the ob-
fervations made by the gentleman laft up on the
arrangements in the government of the Weftern
Territory, he did not think they could be ap-
plied to the prefent cafe: That government was
a fubordinate one, and a kind of legiflative pow-
er was vefted in the governor, of felecting from
the laws, and regulations of the different States
fuch as he thought requifite for the goverfiment
of thofe he had under-his care.

He was in favor of giving the fupreme execu-
tive in cafe of accident, to the Prefident of the
Senate : The government would certainly fuffer
fewer inconveniences by that arrangement than

.if the head of a department was put in. The
Vice-Prefident, by the conftitution fucceeds to
the Prefident ; the Prefident of the Senate to the
office of the firft, itis therefone very matural
that he fhould alfo exercife the duties of the fe-
cond in cafe of vacancy.

To defignate any officer;” as poflible fucceflor
to the Prefident, he faid, would be giving him
too much dignity, and raifing him in a manner
even above the legiflature.

Mr. Carroll obferved that the vacancy might
happen in the recefs of the legiflature, or in the
abfence of the Prefident of the Senate: the Se-
cretary of State would always be at the feat of
covernment. Befides the conftitution declared
the vacancy fhould be filled by an officer of the go-
vernment ; the Prefident of the Senate was on
ly an officer pro tem. 1f the framers of the con-
ftiturion had intended the vacancy fhould be filled
by an officer named in it, they could have de-
fignated him ; but this they had not done ; he
therefore fuppofed they had in view fome officer
then notin exiftence.

Mr. Gerry regretted that the ,fubject fhould
have been taken up at this moment, when fo much
important bufinefsis before Congrefs. He advert-
ed to the motion, and faid, that the characier
which now fills the office of Secretary of State,
undoubredly poflefled the confidence of the legi-
flature in the fulleft manner—and very juftly—
but when the exigency fhall arrive for which we
now are about to provide, a charatter may fill
that office, who would be a feceurge to the Union.
Befides faid he, if the office of Vice-Prefident was
now to be filled, the Secretary of State would be
ineligible, coming from the fame State wth the
Prefident. He ftated other objections from the
Conftitation : He thought the nemination fhould
not be confined to offlicersof the U.S. He fuppofed
the views of government may be extended even to
officers of the {feveral States—He however wifhed

the whole buofinefs poftponed ; but if this ideais
over raled, he fuggefted the propriety of filling
the blank with the conflitutional claufe refpect-
ingthe higheft candidates who are primarily vo-
ted for as Prefident and Vice-Prefident.
(To be continued.)

SATURDAY, January 22.

Mr. Lawrance, from the committee to whom
was referred the petition of Seth Harding, made
a report,which was read,and ordered to liconthe
table.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the houfe
proceeded in the further confideration of the new
revenue biil. :

An additional fection was propofed, pointing
out the purpofesto which the revenue, raifed by
the act thould be applied. This was fuperceded
by a motion to re-commit the bill, which was loft.

L

r -
[~719—]
Several amendments were offered to that fection,
which underwent fome difcuffion, but were poft-
poned for further confiderarion.
Adjourned.

MONDA % Jans 27

Mr. Livermore prefented the petition of Peter
Johnfon, praying to be placed on the penfionlift.
Referred to the Secretary of War.

Mr. Muhlenberg prefented the petition of
William Lane, praying compenfation for lofles
fultained by him duringche late war. Referred
tothe Secretary of the ‘I'reafury.

Mr. Madifon prefented the petition of George
Gibfon—which was read, and referred to afeleét
commirtee, confifting of Mefirs. Giles, Vining,
Muhlenberg, Mathews, and Wadfworth.

Mr. Benfon prefented the petition of John
Cockran, which was read, and referred to the
Secretary of War.

M. Heifter prefented a memorial and remon-
ftrance, from a uumber of the citizens of Phila-
delphia, againfl Excife Laws, and particularly
againft the bill now pending inthe Houfe, laying
duties on diftilled fpirits.—Read and laid on the
table. ; : ,

The following Meflages were received from the
Prefident of the United States :

UniTED STATES, JANUARY 24, 1791
Gentlemen of the Senate, ’
and Houfe of chrzéntativn, =
I LAY before you'a ftatement, relative to the frontiers of the

United States, which has been fubmitted to me, by the Secretary
for the Department of War.,

I rely upon your wifdom, to make fuch arrangements, as may
be effential for the prefervation of good order, and the effeétual

proteétion of the frontiers. G. WASHINGTON.

* UN1TED STATES, JANUARY 24, 1791.

Gentlemen of the Senate,

and Houle of Reprefentatives,

IN execution of the “powers with which Congrefs were
pleafed to inveft me, by their aét, entitled, * An aét for cftablifh-
1ing the temporary and permanent {eat of the government of the
United States,” and on mature confideration of the advantages and
difadvantages of the feveral pofitions, within the limits prefcribed
by the faid aét, I have; by a Proclamation, bearing date this day,
a copyof which is herewith tran{mitted, dire€ted Commiffioners,
appoiuted in purfuance of the aét, to furvey and limita part of the
territory of ten miles fquare, on both fides the river Potowmac,
fo as to comprehend Georgetown in Maryland, and to extend to
the Eaftern Branch,

I have not, by this firft a&t, given to the faid territory the whole
extent, of which it is {ufceptible, in the direétion of the river ; be-
caufe I'thought it important, that Congrefs thould have an oppor-
tunity of confidering,whether, by an emendatory law, they would
authorife the location of the refidue at the lower end of the prefent,
fo asto comprehend the caltern branch itfelf, and fome of the
country on-its lower fide in the ftate of Maryland, and the town
of Alexandria in Virginia. If however they are of opinion, that
the federal territory fhould be'bounded by the water-edge of the
Eaflern Branch, the location of the refidue will be to be inade at
the upper end of what 1snow directed.

I Have thought beft toawait a furvey of the territory, before it
is decided, on what particular fpot, on the north-caitern fide of
the river, the public buildings (hall be erefted.

G, WASHINGTON.

The houfe then refumed the confideration of
amendments propofed to the new revenue bill.

Three additional fedtions refpecting the ap-
propriation of the revenue to be derived from
the bill, which were offered on Saturday, after
fome alteration, were agreed to.

Mr. Tucker propofed a claufe to limit the du-
ration of the bill : This occafioned a debate,
which continued till near the time of adjourn-
ment. The motion was finally negatived. The
Ayesand Noes being called for by Mr. Jackfon,
are as follow :

AYES.

Meffrs Afbe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burke,
Giles, Hartley, Heifier, Fackfon, Matthews, Moore,
P. Mublenberg, Parker, Scott, Seney, Sevier, Steele,
Tucker, Williamfon. 19.

NQES. ¢

Me[lrs Ames, Benfon, Boudinot, Bourne, GCadwal-
lader, Clymer, Fitzfimons, Floyd, Fofter, Gale, Gerry,
Gilman, Goodbue,Criffin, Grout, Hathorne, Huuting-
ton, Lawrance, Lee, Livermore, Leonard, Madifon,
Partridge, Ranfellacr, Schureman, Sedgwick, Sher-
man, Sylvefter, Sinnickfon, Smith ( M.) Smith (S.C.)
Stone, Sturges, Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wad/-
worthy, White, Wynkoop.. 39.

A motion by Mr. Jackfon to expunge a claufe
refpecting the Certificates’ accompanying the du-
tied article, was negatived. Adjourned.

T U E-SDIA Y, Janaas.

Mr. Heifter prefented the petition of a number of the inhabitants
of Penniylvania, praying for compenfation for loffcs fuftained du-
ring the late war; referred to the Secretéry of the Treafury.

Mr. Carrol prefented the petition of two orphan children,
whofe father was killed in the late war, prayingthat the half pay
which would have been reccived by their father, may be extend-
ed to them ; referred to the Secretary of war.

A petition from the inhabitants of the county of Lancafter,
Penufylvania, againft certain paits of the bill laying additional du-
ties on diftilled fpirits,

Mr. Jackfon of the committee on the petition of the merchants
and inhabitants of Fayetteville refpeing the judiciary law, re-
ported thata committee ought to be appointed to bring ina bill
purfuant to the faid petition,

Mr. Ames prefented the petition of Abicl Smith, praying com-
penfation for a quantity of flour fupplied the late continental ar-
my ; referred to the Secretary of the Treafury.

Mr. Williamfon prefented the memorial of William Poultney.
praying compenfation for loffes {fuftained during the late war ; re-
ferred to the Secretary of the Treafury.

Mr. Lawrance of the committee appointed for the purpofe re-
ported a bill, direéting the mode in which the evidences of the
debt of the United States which have been, or may be dcftroyed,
fhall be renewed ; read the firft time. :

_"The houfe refumed the confideration of the new revenue biil
fundry amendments propofed by Mr. Jackfon, by firkin ‘07
certain claufes in the bill—were negatived ; other amcndgxen‘:s
were agreed to—alter confiderable debate, at halt after three
the qucttion for engroffing the bill was carried in the afﬁrmalive'
—the ayes and noes beiog as follow :

s AYES.
Meffrs Ames, Benfon, Boudinot, Bourne,

Futzfimons, Floyd, Fofler, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, Grout, Hun-
tington, Lawrance, Lee, Leonayd, Liermore, Madifon, Partridse
.5:/mreman,<st:at, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sylvefter, Sinniekfon, Stur, Oc_r‘
Thatcher, Trumbull, Vining, Wadfworth, Wiute, Wynkoop. - gs. it
NOES.
Me[frs Afhe, Baldwin, Bloodworth, Brown, Burk-e, Griffin,. Gil
Hathorne,” Hartley, Heifler, Fackfon, Mathews, Mulz/znbng,’}’an’c‘t?
Renflalaer, Seney, Sevier, Steele, Stone, Tucher. so. ;

Mr. Tucker, of the joint committee appointed to confider and
report thetime for the commencement ot thenextCongrefs,brought
in a report, which is in fubftance, that the bufinefs now before
Congrefs may be finifhed by the 4th March, and that it will not be
neceflary f.or the new Congrefs to commence immcdiately after ;
but the joint committee could not agree as to the precife time,

when their firft feffion fhould begin.

Philadelphia, Jan. 26. - .

It is to be remarked that the oppofers of the
revenue bill now before Congrefs, have never
come forward with a competent fubftitute—
Something has been faid about a tax on law pro-
ceedings, by which it is fuppofed a ftamp duty
was intended, and a direct tax has been faintly
whifpered—but both thefe are found to fhrink
from the touchftone of popularity.

The f{ymptoms of ariftocracy in the Eaftern
States, are—agrarian laws—fimplicity of manners
—equality of circumftances—a univerfal diffufion
of the means of knowledge—publicfchools being
eftablifhed by law, and fupported by a general
tax throughout the country—elections by ballot,
and confequently free, being held on one, and
the fame day in fmall diftricts, throughout the
refpective governments—the foil cultivated by
its independent owners—reverence for the laws
—and refpect to their magiftrates—the federal
government venerated—and the ftatutes of Con-

Cadwallader, Carrol, Clymer,

are informed and free—and becaufe they poflefs
the means of preferving their freedom, by mak-
ing every man, from fixteen to forty, a foldier-ci-
tizen :—But the moft alarming of all their fymp-
toms of Ariftocracy is, the filence of their repre-
fentatives in Congrefsy in refpeét to the jealous,
uneafy, turbulent fpirit of their conftituents, as
_to any law that the general government may, in
their wifdom, enact. ;

It is a trite obfervation, that anticipation of
evil, is often the forerunner of mifchief: We
have, however, been happily difappointed in
times pait—No thanks to the difmal cacklers of
the capitol.  As the goodfenfe of the people has
hitherto preventedthem from imbibing a reftlefs
fpirit of complaint, from the oft repeated, tho
groundlefs jealoufies and apprehenfions of more
than eagle-eyed politicians, fo it is to be hoped
they will not in future be feduced to change the
folid bleflings of the government, forthe pofitive
miferies of difcord and fedition, becaunfe fome

perfons /fay, they are averfe to meafures that have
never been tried. :

Extratt of a /etterfromBoﬂbn, Fan. 135.

Such a December has not been experienced
here for many years—Wood rofe to twenty fhil-
lings a cord ! But fince this year came in, the
weather has moderated—provifions have been
very plenty, and very cheap—the fleying excel-
lent—Pot and Pearl-afbes, Hemp, Flax, &e. &,
have been brought in from the back country
which have generally commanded good prices,
and fent much money to enliven the interior
parts of this ftate, Vermont and New-Hampthire.
The attachment of the people of this Common-
wealth to the general government daily encrea-
fes ; and in the rife of the public credit—the de-
mand for produce &c. they feel its fuperiority
over that of the late wntied [jflem.

PRICE CURRENT, PUBLIC SECURITIES.

FUNDED DEBT.

6 pr.Cents 16/6. 16fg. pr. £ 833 pr. cent.
3 pr. Cents 8/ af. 47 do.
Defered 6 pr. Cents 9f ER do.

UNFUNDED DEBT.
Final Settl.and other Certificates 15/6 15/9 78% do.
Indents do.

8/9 Q L 5
N. and S. Carolina, debts, 11/. 11/6. 275 deo.

INFORMATION WANTED.

8 THE Subferiber requefls, if any gentleman
can give himinformation of a purchafe of Lands made
by a Myr. Daniel Richardet, in the year 1781 and
1782, iu fome part of the United States, he will be fo
kind asto inform his Brother, by direéfing a line te
him, at the Printer’s office. S. RICHARDET.

Fanuary, 1791,

X TREASURY DEPARTMENT,)

Janvary 25, 1791.

HE Public Creditors are reminded that, in order to the pro~

per difpofitions for paying the Intereft in the feveral States,

it 1s neceflary that the amount to be paid in each fhould be pre~

vioufly knowa at the Treafury. And as the expiration of the firlt

quarter is not far diftant, it is wifhed that thofe who have not yet

done it, may be expeditious in mazking and ﬁ;nifying their elec-

tion, purfuant to the «& making provifion for the debt of the
United States,

grefs obeyed—happy and tranquil becaufe they
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