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NEWBERN, (M. Carolina) Dec g.

We hear from the territory of the United
States that his Excellency Governor BLOUNT
arrived there about the middle of O¢étober laft,
and has fince vifited the counties of Wathing-
ton, Sullivan and Greene. The people there
are very much pleafed with the change of go-
vernment, and have received their Chief Ma-
giftrate with every mark of refpect and confidence.
We have been favored with the addrefs prefent-
to him in Greene county. : :
Tohis Excellency WILLIAM BLOUNT, Efgnire;

Governor over the Territory of the United

States, South ofthe River Ohio. .,

The addrefs of the officers, and other inbabitants of
‘the Gounty of Greene, in the faid Territory.
MaY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY.

VVE havelong fince been convinced of the

utility of a feparation from the State of
North-Carolina on conftitutional principles :
through the liberal policy of that State, the peri-
od isnow arrived, We have now obrained the
completion of our withes. . A government is near-
ly organized under the aufpices of Congrefs that

- bids fair to fecure our happinefs and tranquility.

Permit us with the utmoft fincerity to aflure you,
fir, thatamong the various fteps that conduced to
bring us to our prefent ficuation, none gave us
more fenfible pleafure than hearing of your ap-
pointment to be our Chief Magiftrate. Your pa-
triotic, and amiable charadter made us readily
conclude that your prefent important office conlid
not confer on you any additional dignity, but
might eafily borrow dignity from you. Antici-
}Janng our future happy profpects we congratu-
ated each other on an appointment fo pleafing
to us all. Your prefence has realized our expec-
tations and from your former fteady atrachment
to the intereft of the weftern country we are ful-
ly convinced that we have every thing to hope
and nothing to fear. But amidft our pleafing
contemplation of the happy effecis of youradmi-
niftration under the patronage of Congrefs, we
cannot forget that the beft and wifeft plans that
can be framed to promote the felicity of any coun-
try will not accomplifh that end without the confi-
dence and concurrence ofthe people. Webeg
leave to affure your Excellency, that in our feve-
ral ftations, we will chearfully concur in fup-
porting the di%nity and the energy of govern-
ment, fully fenfible that none but an efficient go-
vernment can fecure our true intereft, honor and

profperity.
Signed by order-and on behalf of the committee.

JOHN SEVIER.

‘We learn from Fayetteville, that the general
aflcmbly goonin a manner unufually flow—they
have pafled an act altering the time fof holding
their future feffions, from the firft Monday in
November to the firft Monday in Decemder—and
an act to prevent any member of Congrefs, and
all other perfons holding any appointment un-
der the United States from exercifing any office
or appointment of emolument or truft in this
State ; the appointment or office of a juftice of
the peace excepted. They have rejecied the
bill ‘for carrying into effect the ordinance of the
Convention at Hillfborough, refpecting the feat
of government, by the vote of the chair in the
Senate—they have before them a bill makingal-*
terations in the judicial {yftem, which, it is fup-

ofed, will pafs—abill for placing in the office
of the Commiffioner of loans, the certificates, &c.
of the ftate, at prefent in the hands of the Trea-
{urer and Comptroller, and for purchafing others
to be difpofed of in the like manner—and a bill
for dividing the ftate into five diftri¢ts for the
election of Reprefentatives in Congrefs, which is
as yee a fkeleton. The Aflembly, it is fuppofed,
will fit until Chriftmas—great difcord among the
members, excited principally by the balloting for
the place where the next Aflembly fhall be held,
which is not yet determined on—Newbern has
hitherto ftood fair and failed; Tarborough it
feems is next to be tried. No lefs than ten mem-
bers of the eaftern diftricts are abfent.
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Stketch of the Debates on the MILITIA BILL.
WEDNESDAY, Dec. 22.

HE houfe took into confideration the report of the committee

of the whole on the Militia Bill. The amendments were

read by the clerk. An amendment to the amendment propofed

by Mr. Heifter was moved by Mr. Boudinot—that the perfons of

the miiitia thoald be exempt from civil procefs on the days of
rendezvous. : ;

Mr. Livermore oppofed the motion—he conceived it wasan
unconflitutiouat interference with the internal police of the indi-
vidual ftates.  The ftates have an exclufive right, faid he, to regu-’
late the times of training the militia; and Congrels has no right
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to fay that the citizers Ml or fhall not be Jiable to logal 2
on fuc cafions, : ; .
I\{;:.hl;sudinm admittd that. there was fome ‘”C‘Edh‘ ;," Mh';
Livermore’s objeétions ;. jut at_the fame ume oblerved, thatt
inci tmiticd ,re's has a power to difciphoe
principle once admitted hat Cougre's PI’ s e elfcld
the militia, 'évéry cideqal power to ‘carry LAdt 1dc Ghe Toine
mufk follow-h thould rowever referve himfelf to “oficr
further remarks on the {ubjeét. v P ekl

Th;c queftion being td{]cn, it pafled »md tch:r?grmanvg. The

mendm hus amended, was put aud ca - S
: 1:'1rd Blet;lc;:‘l::c:t:spropofed un amrudmcm to the 2d fg&lo{;l, by
which all perfons' exempted by the laws of the refpt':éihvcc1 dl::,
fhould alfo be exemptediby this law, This was objected to by
feveral members, ; ] ge b

Mr. Livermore faid it was fo general, that it opened the door to
an almoft univerfal exemption—it likewife involved an umc{rtum-
ty with refpeét to the prefent andfuture Jaws of the feveral flates,
which.ought not, in his opinion; to be admitted,

Mr. Bloodworth faid he moved the amendment, becaufe he was
fully perfuaded that the United States had nothing to do with the
exemptions heretofore ufually made by the particular ftates.  Itis
proper for Congrefs only to exempt l.htlf own particular officers;
but he confidered the bill of a very important nature, one that
will undergo the ftriéteft feratiny, and may cither be made very
agreeable to the flates, or very much the rcverfe.  He adverted m
the conftitution, and faid that the powers of Congrefs only ex-
tend to the mere arrangement of the militia; but, in its prefent
form, it is a government bill, and goes to the minuta of the regu-~
lations in the militia. a oo

Mr. Giles objc&ed to the motion: he coofidered the fettion,
as it ftood without the amendment, ufelefs, and therefore thic
amendment is unneceffary; for if the Rates poflefs thepower of
making the exemptions in themfelves, they cannot be deprived of
it. He was confequently agaiufk the prefent motion, and [hould
move to obliterate the whole, fo far asit interferes with the power
of the particular ftates. ; .

Mr. Sherman was oppofed to the particalar interference of the
general government, any further than they are exprefsly warranted
by the Conflitution. The powers of Congrefs hie contended were
very much limited in vefpeét to the militia. Fe moved a more
general medification of the feftion ; by which the officers of the
general government, fuch as the Members of Congrefs, the Execu-

rrel

| tive Ofhcers, Poft-Officers, and Mail Carriers, {hould be defigna-

ted, and all other perlons that are, or fhall be exempted by the
laws of the feveral States. e

Mr. Bloodworth acceded to this modification.

Mr. Gilesobjeéted to the propofition as amended, as blending
and confufing the powers of the general government with thofe ot
the particular States. He ob}c&cd to it as it went to extend the
privileges of the Members of Congrefs, whofe privileges are de-
fined in the Conftitution. He objeéted to it alfo as it violates the
principle which had before been laid down, that the law-makers
ought to fympathife with thofe on whom the laws are defigned to
operate, and purfuing theidea faid, Congrels may go on to exempt
themfelves from every publicduty. : 4

Mr. Williamfon adverting to the Conftitution faid, that it was
plain Congrefs are to provide for arming 2nd difciplining the mi-
litia ; but who are the militia ? Such men he prefumed, asare de-
clared tobe {o by the lJaws of the particular States, and on this
principle he was led to fuppofe thatthe militia ought to confift of
the whole body of citizens without exception. If this conftruc-
tion be juft, the propricty of the motion is apparent. ~He did not
anticipate an abufe of the power of exemption on the part of the
States : He thought the period far diftant when the Uhited States
would truft their defence to mercenaries. He objeéted to the nu-
merous exemptions propofed to be made by the general govern-
ment, and obferved that he feared great impofitions and evafions
would be praiifed in confequence of them—the power will be
exercifed by the States, and ought not to be by Congrefs.

Mr. Burke faid no man was in favor of an efficient and compe-
tent militia more than he was ; but the various exemptions con-
tended for are {o many, that he conceived the confequences would
be fubverfive of the whole plan : Obfervations had been thrown
out which he was forry to hear; that except thefe exemptions
took place, the bill. would be loft. He then mentioned the {everal
claffes propofed to be exempted, by which he fa.d the whole
country would ineffet be divided into two'tribes—and the rich,
the governors, and rulers of the land, w ould be relieved fiom the
burden, while the mechanics, the farmers, the laborers, the hard-
working part of the commuaity, would be made to ,fuftsin the
whole weight of the fervice in defending the country : He was
oppofed to.exempting Members of Congrefs ; in the recefs they
may attend militia duty; it was agreeable to the praétice of
8. Carolinz ; he had himfclf performed militia duty during the
recels.. ‘He thought that all fhould equally be made to turn out in
the ranks, high and low, rich and poor, old and young, and thus
make the-militia honorable. - I know faid he it isthe policy of the
day to make the militia odious ; but I hope fuch. policy will not
be adopted by this houfe. He was not however oppofed to all
exemptions ; he would exempt the people called Quakers, and all
perfonsreligioufly fcrupulous of bearing arms, Stage-Drivers, and
Inftruétors of youth ; but their pupils, the ftudents in colleges
and {emindries of learning, fhould not be exempted : Youth is the
proper time to acquire military knowledge. He hoped that the

oufe would not make too diftin& tribes or clafles of people.—
here ought te be no fuch diftin&tions in a free country.

Mr. Jackfon faid he was forry that his hon. friend was (o deter-
minged to have two tribes of people ; but he fat out with that refo-
lation and now concludes with the fame idea. He then advert-
ed to the exemptionof Quakers, provided for in the bill. He
faid thatthe operation of this privilege would beto make the whole
commubity turn Quakers, and in this way it would eftablifh the
rellgion of that denomination, more effe€tually than any pofitive
law could any perfuafion whatever. He enlarged on the obli-
gatlons which every man owes to fociety, torafford bis perfonal
fervices to affift and defend the community ; prote&tion and fer-
vice are reciprocal. * Thofe who are exempted ought to pay a full
equivalent on every principle of juftice and equity.——#e then
adverted to exemptions generally,and advocated thofe 6l the Mem-
bers of Congrefs; butwith refpect to all others, he was abfolute-
ly oppefed to them; and faid they were fo numerous as to deftroy
the militia bill altogether. The confequence would be, we muft
refort to a ftanding force for the general defence.

Mr. Vining was oppofed to giving the gencral power of making
fuch exemptions asthey pleafe to the feveral States : The legifla-
ture. of the Union is competent to moking fuch as are neceflary.
He enlarged on the mifchievous confequences of delegating this
power : It will, faid he, deltroy every appearance of uniformity ;
Nor is there any danger that the members of the houfe will abufe
this power by unducexemptions. With refpeét to the Quakers,
he replied to fome obfervations of Mr. Jackfon, who had afked,
what will becomeof our beafted indcpcndcnce'in cafe of the ex-
emption of the Quakers ? He afked, were there no Quakers in the
late war ? He adverted o ‘the condu& of the firlt fettlers of
Penufylvania, who were Quakers § their peacefyl principles were
produtive of the happieit confequences ; and in this view their
conduét has been an erample, which, in proporticn as. mankind
fhall recede from the force of turbulent paflions, will- be more and
more imitated.  He however fuppofed that'an equivalent might
be aflefled on thefe people, without difficulty, and which from
their'numbers, fappofed to be one twentieth part of the people,
would amount to a fum fufficient to fuppoita militia ; at leaft to
furnifh them with arms, drums, colors, &c.

Mr. Lawrance obferved that it appeared to him that the ohje&t
of the motion is to revive {ubject which has already been deci-
ded in the.committee; he had ot however “altered his opinion,
he fhll thought that it would be impolitic if not dangcrous‘ 1o de-
legate a power which they can exercife themlelves,

He adverted to the obfervations of Mr. Giles, that Congrefs
cannot extend their privileges—and obferved that the claufe in the
conftitution refers to the privileges of being exempt from arreft,
that they may not be precluded from attendingtheir duty in Con-
grefs ; with're(peét 1o 1ts being an extenfion of their privileges 1o
provide for their exemption—there cannot be any force in this,
as it is conceded that Congre(s may defignate the age of the mia
litia—now if their agesare reftricted trom 1810 45, it effeétually ex-
empts ali the members of Congrefs—but this exemption from ar-
relt is not the ouly privilege that members of Congrefs pollefs—
and he had no doubt of their right in the piefent cafe to exempt
themfclves ; the exp:diency of the meafure, is abundantly fang-
tioned by the pralice of every State in the union, = -

Mr, Boudinot afked what is the objeét of the bill? Itis to pro-

vide a uniform militia, competent to the defence of the country——

it is not to take money'out of the pockets of the people. He then
adverted to the idea that was maintained by feveral geademen,
that the militia ought to confift of every perfon in the United
States, and faid that this, {ofar from conducing to the formation
of a national defence, would provethereverfe ; for it would ne-
ceffarily include perfons religioufly fcrupulous of bearing arms,
meo in years not able to bear them, and a great variety of cha-
raéters not {uitable to bear them.

With refpet to exemptions he contended, that the right of
Congrefs to make them is z2lready conceded ; for it is already
agreed that the milit:ia fhall confilt of perfons of particular ages,
conlequently all under 18 and above 45 are exprefsly exemptred ;
the reverfe of this principle will give the ftates the abfoluie con-
troul of the general government. He then obferved that the amend-
ment ought not to be adopted ; becaufe it would be throwinga
burthen on others, which Congrefs ought to bear themfejves ; be-
cauafe it will deftroy every idea of uniformity ; becaufe it invefts
a power in the ftates to impofe fines and penalties which may ope-
rate grievoufly on many defcriptions of perfons ; becaufe itinveils
a power in the States to impofe fines and penalties which may
operate oppreflively on many deferiptionsof perfons, becaufe it in-
vefts the States with a power to make partial exemptions, create
invidious diftin€tions, and excite unwarrantable competitions a-
mong differentclaflfesand profeflions.———He then adverted to the
Quakers,and afked, what would become of our independence, if
one thoufand troops were to attack us, and we had an army of
20000 Quakers to oppofethem : What dependence can be had on
men, who are forced into the field ? He had trufted that the rights
of men were fo well defined at this enlightened period, that the
principles which had been 'advanced, would ot have been ap-
plicd on this occeafion. He entered into a defence of the exemp-
tions generally provided for, and juftified them on principles of
Juftice and policy. - He was forry that the diftinétions mentioned
by the gentleman from §. Carolina, had been brought forward:
He had no idea of different tribes or claffes : The' mémbers of
this houfe at the end of every two years, revert to the mals of the
scoplc, and then become liable to bear their proportion of militia

uty as well as their fellow-citizens. p

Mr. Madifon moved to infert, among the exemptions, peifons
confcitmiouﬂy fcrupulous of bearing arms. It is the glory of our
country, faid he, that a more facred regard to the rights ot map=
kind is preferved, than has herctofore been known. The Quas
kgrs merit fome attention on this delicate point, liberty of con-
fcv;n_cc: When they had it in their own power to eftablifh their
religion by law, thty did not : He was difpofed to'inake the ex~
cmption giatuitous, but fuppofed it impra&icable. He replica
to Mr. Jackfon’s obfervation, that exempting fuch perfons :gou‘ld
induce the people generally to turn Quakers. He did not believe

that the citzens of the United States would hypocritically re~

nonnce their principles, their confcience, and their God, for the
fake of enjoying the exemption. : £

.Mr_. Sherman feconded this motion. He f{aid that perfons con.
fcugnlxouﬂy {crupulous of bearing arms, could not be compelied to
doit; for fuch perfons will rather fuffer death than commit moral
evil ; they may be panifhed it is trie, by fines and penalties ; but
whether this woald be eligible or mot remains to be determined.
We however have the fenfe of thefe people on the fubje&t. He
fuggelted whether fome expedient cannot be devifed to operate as
an indemnity, by excufing part of the mil tia from a poll tax, fe
as toequalize the exem ption, if made gratuitons.

Mr. Livermore faid he difliked the whole amendment.  He al-
fo difliked the bill, on feveral accounts, more particularly as i¢
interferred too much with the regulations- of the feveral States.——
Thc prefent propofition he thought would comein more properly
in the fecond feétion.’ .

Mr. Jackfon faid he was glad that the motion of the gentleman
from Virginia had been brought forward ; it would ferve to afcer~
tamn the fertiment of the houfe, on this important fubje&. He
obferved, that in his opinion the gentleman had not argued with
his ufual ingenuity and knowledge of the human heart, in refpeét
to the exemptions propofed iu favor of the Quakers. It istoo
cvident that mankind ftand in greater dreaa of prefent evil,
than of futu{c punifhment : The influence of confcience isa weak
defence againft the powerful temptations of pecuniary advan-
tages ; and as he had been informed fince he came to this city that
one Quaker will convert ten men to quakerifm, where ten of 4
d'ECl'Cpt perfuafion will not convert one Quaker ; withthe aflift-
ance of this law, the converts faid he, will be ten times as numer-
Ous—he conceived that the natural operation of it would be to de-
itroy the whole militia bill.  He infifted on their being liable to
a penalty in lieu of perfonal fervice, and enlarged on the reafona=
blenefls of paying their proportion to the general defence. He
replied to Mr. Boudinot’s query refpe&ing 10,000 Quakers ; they
would all run away faid he, ang 1000 men in that cale would fub-
Jugate thc‘ country.

Mr. Gilesobferved that he was ‘oppofed to the exemption of
the Q“akc_”. and gave his reafons ; protettion and perfonal fervi-
ces refult from fociety : they are due from cvery individual, and
1t 1s a violation of moral duty to withhold ‘this perfonal fervice,
He was in favor of exempting every man from doing that, which
his gencral condu@ evinced was contrary to his confcience: but
it cannot be faid that it is .againft the confcience of a Quakerto
hold and _poflefs property ; thercfore every man whoezcives
the prote&ion of the laws, ought to contribute his proportion to the
f“‘PP"Tt})f thelaws.  He then entered miore fully into a confider-
ation of the fubjeét, and objeéted to the exemption as creatingan
unwarrantable diftinétion between the citizens ; throwing a bur-
then on the majority, to relieve the minority ; giving the minority
privileges for fhrinking from their duty : What criterion is there
faid he to determine whethier a man isuader the impreflion of con~
feience ? and concluded by faying a fine can only determine the
exiftence of thie principle. - :

Mr. Vining was in favor of the exemption,.
but did not think it would be fatisfactory to the
people withour qualifying it by an equivalent.
Quakers faid he are eafily diftinguithed—every
man knows them,

Mr. Smith (S. C.) This debate feems to be de~
tailed when gentlemen appear to think very
much alike upon the fubject. The queftion is
how the fine or penalty fhall be jaffefled ; tho
fome appear difpofed to exempt thofe people not
only from perfonal fervice, but from all commu-
tation. It then feems neceflary that the quefti-
on fhouold be firft determined whether an equiva-
lent fhall be paid or not. According to the fen-
timents of fome gentlemen : It is propofed to go
further than even this ftate has, in which the

greatelt number of thefe perfons exift—for when



