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HOUSE ‘OF REPRESENTATIVES.
: . SATURBAY: Dec. t1.
(Debate concluded fromany'afl.)

_ Mr. Seney faid he could not conceive what
ground of apprehenfion there was in the addrefs,

to lead gentlemen to fuppofe thatthe opinion of

the houfe would be commirted by its adeption—
He thought it couched in the moft general and
unexceprionable terms : The amendment pro-
pofed,he didnot think vary’d eflentially fromthe
paragraph under confideration—bunrt as the ori-
F’was well ‘exprefled, he faw no reafon for ex-
punging the claufe—it eontained an aflertion,the
truth of which he fuppofed would not be contro-
verted. As to the objection againft going intea
detail of particulars, it was fully juitiied by pre-
cedentin the laft addrefsi—the gentleman from
South Carolina, if his memory ferved hin, was
on the committee who framed it—that addrefs
more pointedly committed the houfe than -the
PRy ok b Ly :
Mr. Madifon thought proper to take fome no-
tice of the objection§,rhat had been made to the
report. - There were two modes of proceeding,
he faid, that might be adopted in drawing upthe
anfwer. The ﬁrﬁ method was generally to de
clare, that the Houfe would take into their feri-
ous confideration the bufinefs recommended to
their attention by the Prefident : And this, he
obferved, would be faying nathing, for as by the
conftitution it was the Prefident’s duty to eom-
municate what matters he judged of importance;
{o it was undoubtedly that of the houfe to pay at-
tention tothe objects' recommended. The fecond
method was, toenterinto a detail of the different
points mentioned in the Prefident’s addrefs, and
in {uch cafes where there was no doubt as to the
propriety of meafures’ being raken, aflure him in
the anfwer, that meafures would be adopted ;
and if any thing doubtful occurred, merely pro-
mife that the fubject fhould be attended to. This
rule the committee had followed in drawing up
their report, and as in the buofinefs mentioned in
the paragraph now beforethe houfe,they did not
hefitate ‘tobelieve fome meafures neceflary, they
could fee no impropriery in affaring him that the
beft would be adopted. He added, that asitis
clear thar a warin Europe wounld by depriving us
of foreign bottoms ro export our produce, injure
this country ; and as wars were doubtful, it was
of the utmoft importancethat the American navy
be put on forefpectable a footingas not toneed for-
eign aid forthe exportdtion of her produce. He
further obferved,that thean{wer returned laft fef-
fion, was more full, and went even'to give the
Prefident aflurances that the houfe would concur
in certain points propofed for their confideration.
in his addrefs. He concluded by remarking, that
the amendment propofed was binding oun the
Houfe quite as much as the paragraph in the
report. :
Mr. Smith faid it was true thofe who reported the addrefs the
laft feflion, adverted to particulars, but were cautious in their
mode of expreffion, and adopted ambiguous language to avold
giving an opinion: This would appear by recurring to, that ad-
drefs 3 The chargeof inconfiftency on his pari, was thercfore not
well founded.  Mr. Smith read {ome paragraphs of that addrefs,
and oblerved, that the houfe was not pledged by the expreffions
then read ; but inthe prefent addrefs, there is an opinion given :
It fays that we ought not to depend on foreign bottoms, becaufe
in cafe of war we may be deprived of that refource. Thefe de-
clarations originate the obje€ions, and gave rife to the propofed
amendment, He propofcd therefore, as gentlemen appearto have
0o objeftion to either mode of expreflion, that they would accom-
sodate for the fake of harmony and unanimity.

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 15, 1790.

IT fhould have beenmentioned in our laft that
Mr. Ranfellaer took his feat on Tuefday.

A petition from A. E. Lutterloh was prefented
by Mr Bloodworth, which was read and laid en
the table.

Mr. Lawrance prefented the petition of Timo-
thy Mix—refered to the Secretary at War.

Mr, Fitzfimons prefented the petition of Tho-
anas Randall—read and refered to the Secretary
of the Treafury.—Alfothe petition of John Linn,
—referred to the Secretary at War.

The motion laid on the table by Mr. Smith,
refpecting the Eulogium on Dr. Franklin, was
called for by that gentleman and pafled.

Mr. Ames prefented the petition of Jofiah
Simpfon, in behalf of fundry perfons who had
performed fervices as blackfniths, for which they
have not reccived due compenfation—read and
refered to the Secretary at War.

Mr. Gerry prefented the petitions of Reuben
Gold and Amos Davis.—refered to the Secretary
at War.

Mr. Burke prefented the memorial of

which' was read and refered o the Se-
cretary of the Treafury.
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Mr. }iék{nn moved that leave be given tobring
in a bill to continte an act, declaring the aflent
of Congrefs to certain acts of the State of Rhofle
ifland, Maryland asd Georgia, which willexpire
the 10th dayof Jamaary next. ok

‘A Committee w accordingly ap osmtcd con-
fifting of Meflis. Jackfon, Ames and Stuiges.

Ongmotli\gﬁ of'%lr. Smith, (S.C.) the Houfe
refolved itfelf ince a commitiee of the whole,

Mr. Livermore ia the chair) and took into con-
| tideration the fpeech ofthe Prefident of the Unit-
{ed States, to both Houfes of Congrefs. The

Smith (S. C.) recapitulated .the feveral fubjects
fpecially fuggefled to the Confideration of the
Houfe, by the fgeech‘; he dlﬁll‘lg.uﬂhed. fuch
parts of the fpeech as were already in train, by
being refered the laft feffion to heads of depart-
ments, and others which have been refered to
committees ; and then moved a refolation with
a blank to be filled up with fuch articles as are
not already particularly provided for, iby being
refered or committed. ; { :

Mr. Boudinot was in faver of chufing a com-
mittee to confer with the Senate on the mode of
taking up the feveral parts of the fpeech. x

Mr. Vining was in favor of Mr. Smith’s moti-

on. 3 :
Mr. Lawrance faid that it appeared to. him
that the ufhal mode of confidering the fpeech,
would be the beft; he therefore thought it pro-
per that it {hould be taken up in parugraphs—
and where it appeared that particular parts were
already difpofed of, to let them be pafled over;
and with refpeéito others, committees might be
appointed, as the committee of the whole may
determine. ‘ i

Mr. Clymer {uppofed, that agreeableto the de-
| termination. of the Houfe laft feffion, the whole
bufinefs {fhould beiaken np de zovo. :

TheChairman cbferved that as the whole fpeech
was now before the Committee, it remained to
proceed to the difcuflion of the feveral parts—
purfuant ‘to which he fhould read it paragraph by
paragraph, and the committee would determine
refpecting them, asthey faw proper—this appear-
ed to him to be thenatural way of doingthe bu-
finefs. ; i

Mr. Vining faid the difficulty appeared to ori-
ginate in the mode—for his part, he thonght the
Jeaft circumlocutory the beft, and for that rea-
fon had feconded the motion by the gentleman
from South Carolina. '

The motion of Mr. Smithlay on the table—and
the Chairman proceeded to read the fpeech in
paragraphs.—On reading the paragraph refpect-
ing the Indian expedition, Mr. Smith moved that
the article fhould be inferted in the blank in his
motion. :

Mr. Lawrance fappofed it befk to pafs over this
article. :

. Mr. Vining concurred in the fentiment with
Mr. Lawrance. .

Mr.-Hartley was oppofed to paffing this matter
over—the profpect that further hoftilities would
take place between the inhabitants of the fron-

that fomething thould be done immediarely.

Mr. Seney faid he had no idea rhatany gentle-
man in the commitgée had it in view to pafs over
this bufinefs entirely—1till he thou ghtitimpoffible
to determine atonce whauis proper to be done on
every fubjeéti—Themode propofed by the gentle-
man from South Carolina,appeared to him calcula-
ted to commit the judgment of the Houfe.

Mr. Lee obferved,that as the committee as fuch,
had no right to appoint a committee ofany kind,
he thought that any thing further than expref-
fing the fenfe of ‘the committee on the feveral
parts of the fpeech, would be improper ; with this
view hie fubmitted a refolution to the following
effect, on the parvagraph refpecting Indian affairs,
viz. Refolved, that it is the opinion of the com-
mittee that the prefent pofture of Indian affairs,
requires the ferious attention of the legiflature.
This was feconded by Mr. Seney.

Mr. Smith objecdied ro.this motion as it did not
bring the cbjeit fully before the c%_nmiuee : 1
the‘gemleman would confent that'it fhould go
fo far as to propofe the appointment of a felect
commiitee, he fhould have no objedtion to it.

Mr. Lee fupported his motion.

Mr. Lawrance obferved that itappeared to him
that nothing more was neceflary to be donein this
bufinefs, than providing the means of defraying
the expence—he had fuppofed it would firike
the committee in this point of light—The expe
dienty ov inexpediency of'the expedition he pre-
fumed wasnot now to be difcufled—The Prefident
does not appeal to the houfe to determine the
propriety of his conduét—The expedition has
been approved of by the houfe in their anfwerto
the Prefident’s fpeech—He therefore moved the
following, Re¢folved, as the fenfe of this commit.
tee that immediate provifion ought to be made to
defray the expences ofthe cxpefition againft the
Indians, N. W. of the Ohio.

Mr. Lee withdrew his motion—and that of Mr.
Lawrance beitig put was agreed to.

The paragraph refpe&ing our navigation being
read, Mr. Goodhue ob!'erved, that the reafon af

Jipeech was read by the Clerk—after which Mr..

tiers and theindians rendered it highly neceflary

figned by the gentleman from 'S. Carolina, for
pafling over thac part of the Prefident’s fpeech,

“that this fubjedt was connected with the fitheries

on which a report from the Secretary of the Trea-
fory, was expected, did not appear fuilicient to
himto juftify cheir paifing it over—He therefore

‘moved thefollowing, R:/b/wd, as the fenfe of this

committee, that a committee oughtto be appoins-
ed to bring in a bill for the further encourage-
ment of the navigation of the United States. =
~ Mr. Smith, obferved that he thought the fub-
ject was refered to the Secretary of State—le
read a’paragraph from the fpeech to fhew it was
connected with the fitheries. He wiﬂxedroraﬁ:\l'*
penfion of the bufinefs, as the exact ftare of affairs
in Europe was at prefent unknown. e
Mr. Fitzfimons faid that the reafons offered
were fuflicient to prevent afudden decifion—but

‘did not in his opinion render it improper to take

up the fubject immediately—He fhould be op-
pofed to an ultimate decifion till the fulleft in-
formation is obtained.

Mr. Vining entered into a general confidera-
tion of the fubjedt ; he thought the prefent the
eritical moment in whichthisinterefting bufinefs
thould be difcufled on its own proper principles;
he thought the propofed refolution did not enter
fully ensugh into the merits of the fubject, agree-

_able to the ideas fuggefted by the Prefident ; he

therefore propofed a refolution which went to
exprefs the fentiments of the houfe refpecting
making provifion for the tranfportation of Ame-
rican produce, i American bottoms. -

Mr. Goodhue objected to- the motien of Mr.
Viuing at the prefent moment, though he fully
accorded with him in principle, }h{e‘th’&ghr the
motien he had fubmitted would more generally
meet the prefent ideas of the commiitee,

Mr. Jackfon oppofed Mr. Vining’s motion ; he
faid though he was againft taking any meafures
at prefent, he preferred the refolution of the
gentleman from Salem. ; : .

Mr. Vining withdrew his motion.

Mr. Goodhue’s motion being put, pafled in the.
aflirmative. v ¥

The paragraph refpedting the Mediteranean
trade being read—Mr. Smith moved the follow-
ing. Refolved, that fuch part of the Prefident’s’
fpeech asrelatesto the trade to the Mediteranean,
be referred to the Secretary of State ; agreed to.

On the fubjects of weights and meafures, Mr.
Vining moved the following. Refolved, as the
ferfe of this committee, that a committee ought
to be appointed to bring.in a bill or bills pro-
viding for theeftablifhment of @ uniferm fland-
ard of weights and meafures throoghout the Uni-
ted States.

Mr. Boudinot fuggefted the propriety of pafl-
ing over this bufinefs at prefent ; he mentioned
a reafon offered by the Secretary of State, that
there was to be a convention in Europe on this
particular bufinefs ; the refult of the meeting is.
not yet knowii. ; :

Mr. Lawrance pro ofed that as the report of
the Secretary of the E;'reafury had not been act-
ed upon, that it thould now bé refered to « com-
mittee of the whole houfe.

Mr. Vining obferved that if that report was
to be difcufled by the houfe, they muft diveft
themfelves of the character of politirians and af-
fume that of philefophers ; the difcuflion he con-
ceived would employ the committee &ill next
March, 12 months. He thought the mode he pro-
pofed would be found more fimple, and the com-
mitte appointed would naturally avail themfelves
of the Secretary’s report. ,

Mr. (S. C.) was in favor of taking up the Se-
cretary’s report in committee of the whole.

Several members fpake againit Mr. Viniag's
motion, which being put, was loft.

The difcuffion being gone through, the com-
mitte rofe and reported the refolutions rhey had
agreed to which being read, are as follows :
Kefoloed, as the opinion of this committee, that
immediate provifion be made to defray the ex-
pences of the expedition againft the Indians,
North Weft of the Ohio ; this refolution was
agreed to, and referred to the Secretary of ‘the
Treafury.

Refolved, as the fenfe of this committee, thae
a committe ought to be appointed to bring in a
bill or bills making further provifion for the en-
couragement of the navigation of the United
Stares ; agreed to by the houfe, and referred to
a committee of twelve.

Refolved, that fuch parts of the Prefident’s
fpeech as reférs te the Mediterranean trade, be
referred to the Secretary of Siate.

On motion of Mr. Boudinot it was refolved,
that the report of the Secretary of the Treafury
on the fubjectjof the unappropriated lands—and
the inftituting a land office, be referred to a com-
mittee of the whole houfe on Friday next.

Ordered, That one hundred copies be printed,
for the ufe of the honfe, ;

On motion of Mr, Smith, (S. C.) the report of
the Secretary of State on the fubject of Weights
and Meafures, wasreferred to the committee of
the whole houfe on Wedrefday next.

Adjourned. '




