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PHILADELPHIA.

L S A G e

OF.THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
TO BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS.

FErLrow CITIZENS OF THE SENATE, AND

House oF REPRESENTATIVES,

IN meeting you again I feel much fatisfaétion in being able
to repeat my congratulations on the favorable profpeéts which
continue to diftinguith our public affairs.—The abundant fruits of
another year have bleffed our country with plenty, and with the
means of a flourifhing commerce—The progrefs of public credit
is witnefled by a coufiderable rife of American Stock abroad as
well as at home—And the revenues allotted for this and other na-
tional purpofes, haye been produétive beyond the calculations by
which they were regulated—This latter circumftance s the more
pleafing, asit is not only a proof of the fertility of our refources,
but as it aflures us of a further increafe of the national refpeftabi-
lity and credit ; and let me add, as it bears an honorable tefti-
mony to the patriotifm and integrity of the mercantile and marine
part of the citizens—The punétuality of the former in difcha}rging
their engagements has been exemplary.

In conforming to the powers vefted in me by the afts of the
laft feffion, a loan of three millions of florins, towards which fome
provifional meafures had picvioufly taken place, has been com-
pleted in Holland, as well the celerity with which it has been
-filled, as the nature of the terms (confidering the more than ordi-
nary demand for borrowing created by the fituation of Europe)
give a reafonable hope, that the further execution of thofe powers
may proceed with advantage and fuccefs. The Secretary of the
Treafury, has iny diretion to communicate fuch further parti-
culars as may be requifite for more precife information.

Since your laft feffions, I have reccived communications, by
which it appears, that the diftri& of Kentucky, at prefent a part
of Virginia, has concurred in certain propofitions contained in a
Jaw of th at State ; in confequence of which the diftriét is to be-
come a diftin@ member of the union, in cafe the requifite fanétion
of Congrefs be added—For this Tanétion application is niow made
—1I fhall caufe the papers on this very important tranfa&tion to be
Lid before you.—The Jiberality and harmony with which it has
been conduéted, will be found to do great honor to, both the par-
ties ; and the fentiments of warm attachment to the union and its
prefent government, exprefled by our fellow-citizens of Kentucky,
cannot fail to add an affectionate concgrn for their patticular wel-
fare, to the great national impreflions under which you will de-
cide on the cafe fubmitted to you.

It has been heretofore known to Congrefs, that frequent incur-
* fions have been made on our frontier fettlements by certain ban-

ditti of Indians, from the northweft fide of the Ohio: Thefe,
with fome of the tribes dwelling on and near the Wabafh, have of
late been particularly aftive in their depredations ; and being
emboldened by the impunity of their crimes, and aided by fuch
parts of the neighboring tribes as could be feduced to join in
their hoftilities, or afford them a retreat for their prifoners and
plunder, they have, inftead of liftening to the humane invitations
and overtures made on the part of the United Statcs, renewed their
violences with frefh alacrity and greater effeét. The lives of a
number of valuable citizens have thus been facrificed; and fome
. of them under circamftances peculiarly fhocking, whilit others
have been carried into a deplorable captivity.
Thefe aggravated provocations rendered it effential to the fafety
of the Weftern Settlements, that the aggreffors fhould bé made
fenfible, that the government of the uuion is not lefs caPable of
Puniming their crimes, than itis difpofed to refpeét their rights,
and reward their agtachments. As this objeét could not be effeét-
ed by defenfive meafures, it became neceffary to put in force the
-a&, which empowers the Prefident to call out the militia for the
;irot'c&ion of the Fronticrs. And I have acc,ordingly authorifcd
an expedition, in which the regular troops in that quarter are
eombmed with fuch drauéhts of militiaas were deemed fufficient,
The event of the meafure is yet unknown to me. The Secretary
of War is direted to lay beforeyou a ftatement of the informa-
tion on which it isfounded, as well as an eftimate of the expence
with which it will be attended. >
The difturbed fituation of Europe, and pasticularly the ciitical
pofture of the great maritime powers, whilftit ought to make s
‘more thankful for the general peace and fecurity enjoyed by the
United States, remindsus, at the fame time of the circam{pec-
tion with which it becomes us to preferve thefe bleflings. It re-
guires alfo that we fhould not overlook the tendency of a war,
and even of preparuibns for war among the natious moft con-
ecrned in altive commerce with this country, to abridgs the
means, and thereby at leaft enhance the price of tranfporting ifs
valuable prndu&ions to their proper markets. I recommend it
to your ferious refle@ious bow far,and in w'ha mode, it may be

expedient to guard againft embarraffments from thefe contingen.
cics, by fuch encouragements to our own navigation as will ren-
der our commerce and agriculture lefs dependent on forcign bot-
loms,‘which may fail us in the very moment moft interefting to
both of thefe great objefts. Our fitheries, and the tranfportation
of our own produce, offer us abundant means for guarding our-
fclves againft this evil.

Your attention feems to be not lefs due to that particular branch
of our trade which belongs to the Mediterranean. So many cir-
cumftances unite in rendering the prefent ftate of it diftrefsful to
us, that you will not think any deliberations mifemployed which
may lead to its relief and proteétion.

The laws you have already paffed for the eftablifhment of a Ju-
diciary {yftem, have opened the doors of juftice to all defcrip-
tiops of perfons.  You will confider in your wifdom, whether
improvemcrlns in that {yftem may yet be made ; and particularly
whether an uniform procefs of execution o fentences ifluing from
the Federal Courts, be not defirable through all the States.

The patronage of our commerce, of our merchants and {feamen,
has called for the appointment of Confuls in foreign countries. It
feems expedient to regulate by law the exercife of that jurifdic-
tion, and thofe fun&ions which are permitted them, either by
exprefs convention, or by a friendly indulgence in the places of
their refidence. The Confular Convention too, with his Moft
Chriftian Majefty, has ftipulated in certain cafes, the aid of the
national authority to his Confuls eftablifhed - here.—Some legifla-
tive provifion is requifite, to carry thefe ftipalations into full effeét.

The eftablifhment of the militia—of a mint—of ftandards of
weights and meafures—of{ the poft-office asd poft-roads, are fub-
Je@ts, which (1 prefume) you will refume of courfe, and which
are abundantly urged by their own importance.

GExnTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES,

THE fufficiency of the revenues you have eftablifhed for the
objets to which they are appropriated, leaves no doubt that the
refiduary provifions will be commenfurate to the other objeéts fo_
which the public faith ftands now pledged. Allow me more-
over to hope that it will be a favorite policy with you not mere-
ly to fecure a payment of the intereft of the debt funded, but as
far, and as faft as the growing refources of the country will per-
mit, to exonerate it of the principal itfelf. The appropriation
youhave made of the Weftern Lands, explains your difpofitions
on this fubje&, and I am perfuaded the fooner that valuable fund
can be made, tocontribute along with other means, to the a&ual
redu@lion of the public debt, the more falutary will the meafure
be to every Public Intereft, as well as the more fatisfatory to our
conftituents. .

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, AND
House oF REPRESENTATIVES,

IN purfuing the various and weighty bufinefs of the prefent
feffion, I indulge the fulleft perfuafion that your confultations will
be equally marked with wildom, and animated by the love of
your country. In whatever belengs to my duty, you fhall have
all the co-operation which an undiminifhed zeal for its welfare
can infpire. It will be happy for us both, and our beft reward,
if by a fuccefsful adminiftration of our refpcétive trufts, we can
make the eftablifhed government more and more inftrumental in
promoting the good. of our fellow citizens, and more and more

the objeét of their attachment and confidence,

G. WASHINGTON.

United States, December 8th, 1790.

"FR.ANC E.

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.
SEPTEMBER 9. :

TUMULT AT St. ETIENNE, IN FOREZ,

A number of people had aflembled on the 4th
inftant, of which M. Birtheas was the oftenfible
caufe.

The commandant fent a detachment of the
National Guard to conduét M. Birtheas to -the
Guardhoufe.—This detachment was followed by

‘avery great croud of people of both fexes—it was

feared the guard would be infaflicient—it was
accordingly doubled, - and being even then not
of fufficient ftrength, M. Birtheas, by way of
fafety was imprifoned. :

He was accufed of having monopolifed corn.
—To appeale the people, his houfe was exam-
ined, in which there was found only a fmall
quantity of corn. After this, the gunards about
the prifon were almoit difperfed, and the pco-
ple were proceeding to break open the gates.
Neither prayers nor entreaties conld hinder chem
—they broke them open—feized M. Birthzas,
and murdered him ! '

Next day (the gth) the infurgents proceeded
of their own accord, to the eleétion of new Mu-
nicipal Officers, and to make reg}llations ref-
pecting the prices of corn. On this 2 number

of c_itizens armed themfelves, and proceeding
againft the infurgents, madc a Numbar of chaomn,
prifoners, who were condudted to Lyone.

The aflembly, remitted the procefs and punifli-
ment of this fhameful bufinefs to the Tribunal of
Lyons, who are charged to purfue all inftigators
and agents in this horrid affair with the moit
pointed feverity of the laws.

M. de Sillery communicated to the affembly, in-
telligence, that in the plains of Jales, at the foot
of the Cevennes, an army of 20,000 Gardes Nati-
onalesareaflembled,headedbya troublefomeprieft
named La Baflide, fword in hand, with a crofs
in his hat, who had made them take a fort of
oath to fet on foot a folemn Crufade for the re-
formation of abufes at Nifmes.

SaTURDAY, O&. 2.

The ‘Affembly proceeded to the order of the
day, the difcuflion of the affair of the 6th of O¢t.

Mr. Chabraud undertook the defence of Mr.
d’Orleans, with great warmth and zeal, read-
ing and commenting on feveral parts of the re-

gifter of the police, which were favorable to Mr.

d'Orleans. He alfo read fome letters, complain-
ing that the teftimony of feveral perfons of cre-
dit was not received.

Mr. d’Eftournal demanded that thefe papers
fhould be fent to the Chatelet.

Which was oppofed by Mr. Mirabean, who de-
clared that he ftood forward as the accufer of the
Chateler, which he would profecute to his grave.

The propofition of Mr. d’Eftournal was reject-
ed. . .

Mr. Abbe Maury faid, that in an affair of this
fort, the Aflembly fhould follow the ftricteft rules
of juftice—he therefore propofed to hear the ac-
cufed firft, if they wifhed to fpeak, then the wit-
nefles, and afterwards fuch members of the Af-
fembly as fhould defire to give their opinion on
the meafures the Aflembly ought to take.

Mr. Goupil wifhed that fuch members as were
witneffes thould withdraw, and that thofe only
who were difinterefted fhould take part in the
debate.

Mr. Mirabeau defired thar an exception fhould
be made in favor of thofe deputies, who having
been fummoned to give theirteftimony, declared
they had nothing to depofe.

The Abbe Maury then delivered a {peech, ‘in
which he argued that the Aflembly ought not to
‘proncunce the abfolution of Mr. d’Orleans. He
faid he fhould not oppofe the decree that thereis
no_ground of accufation againft Mr. Mirabeau—
there did not exift charges againft him fuflicient-
ly ftrong to fupport the decifion of the Chatelet,
but that the fituation of Mr. d’Orleans was dif-
ferent.

A Prince of the blood accufed of being feen on
the morning of the 6th of October, encouraging.
the affaflins who maflacred the gardesdu corps,and
attempted even the Queen, ought as a defcend-
ant worthy of Hepry 4th, to proftrate himfelf in
the fanctuary of juitice ; and to provoke its fe-
vereft fcrutiny ; he declared that it was by fuch
meansalfo, he could clear up his innocence, and
that his friends,and the friends ofhis reputarion,
ought to advife him to demand the vengeance of
the tribunals.

Mr. Mirabeau then appeared in the tribunal,
and declaimed with great warmth againft the
proceedings of the Chatelet, which he declared
to be a monumentthat would atteft to future ages
the iniquity and anticipation of the judges of this
tribunal. © He then examined the different accu-

fations which were made againft him, and an- °

fwered themall in a fatisfa¢tory manner.

Mr. Barnhave undertook the defence of Meflis.
d’Orleans andMirabeau,bothof whom he declared
to be irreproachable ; and ic was the judgment
of the Chatelet alone which merited the indigna-
tion of every good citizen. ;

The Aflembly divided on the queftion, and de-
clared the two deputies free from all inculpation.

g Sunpay, 0&4. 3. :

A letter was read from Mr. Silles, a young of-
ficer, who diftinguifhed himfelf at Nanci, mo-
deftly thanking the Afflembly for the eulogium
they had beftowed upon him, and defiring that
this might be confidered lefs as the exercife of a
virtue thanas the performance of a duty.

A report was made to the Allembly of commo-
tions in Languedoc, with information that the’
people of Carcaflonne fhewed a difpofition to re-
volt.

The Aflembly decreed,that the Executive pow-
er thould be called upon to interpofe, and with

e ;__:A,._i-,;__.;__:_: S e ks




