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Difcourfes on Davila.

No. XXI1II.—CONTINUED.

Utrumque regem, fua multitudo conlalutaverat.

HIS affembly was holden at Paris, in the be-
ginning of the year 1562. The Queen, ac-
cording to her ordinary maxims, employed her-
felf in holding the balance between the two par-
ties, and to hinder one from prevailing over the
other, for fear fhe fhould be the vxftnn.ofthe
firongeft. The greateft part of the magiltrates
concurred in her views ; fome perfuadcd t?lat it
was impoffible to reftrain fo great a -m.ulmude,
animated by a furious zeal for religion, and
others feeing with regret fo much blood thed to
no good purpofe. They prepared that famous
Edict of Janvary, which granted to the Hugo-
nots, the liberty of confcience, and the liberty qf
holding their aflemblies and preaching their fer-
mons, upon condition that they fhould meet with-
out arms, without the cities, in the fields; and in
prefence of the judges of the places. The paitli-
aments and other tribunals oppofed, at firft, the
execution of this Edi¢t ; but it was ﬁnally regil-
tered, npon repeated letrers of juflion, (fealed
commands to do a thing which they had refufed
to do) of thé Kingand council. This was athun-
derbelt to the chiefs of the Catholic party. To
bring on a erifis, to force all the Catholics to join
them, and to hinder the execution of the Edic,
the Duke of Guifz, the Couftable, all the Cardi-
nals, except de Fournon, who was latcly.dead, the
Marihals de Briffac and Saint Andre qm'gted the
court, to oppofe themfelves with all their forces
tothe Calviniftical party. * So near was liberty
of confcience at that time, toa compleatand final
‘eftablithment in France, that nothing but chis
violent meafure could have preventedit; even this
retreat of all the Catholics would not - have fuc_:-
ceeded, without another artifice. They .fﬂfﬁ(:l.-
ently forefaw, that as long as the good intelli-
gence fubfifted between the Queen-mother and
the King of Navarre, they fhould have no power
to intermeddle in the government of the king-
dom, and that all their efforts wm}ld bein vain :
they propofed therefore to break it. Convinced
that the Queen-mother would never change her
plan or her conduct, at leaft until the majority
of her fon ; they thought it would be more eafy
to gain upon the underftanding of the king of
Navarre. Their recefs enabled them to conduct
with more fecrecy thisnegociation, which requir-
ed time and addrefs. D‘E[l, legate of the Pope,
and Manriquez ambaflador of Spain, let into the
fecret and entrufted with the conduct of it, eafi-
ly commenced the conferences, by the interpofi-
tion of the confidents of the King of Navarre.
This weak Prince, had, or pretended to have, no
Jonger the fame inclination for the Hugonots,
fince the colloquy at Poifly,where he had1 emarked
their varjations upon the contefted points of faith,
and not having tound in Theodore Be¢za, nor in
Peter Martyr, the fame confidence as he thought,
as they affected when they dogmatized without
contradictors, he had confulted Doctor Baudorin,
equally verfed in feriptures and in controverfy.

This theologian had decided the King of Navarre,

to re unite himfelf to the faith of the church,
and to adopt neither the profeflion of faith of
the Swif§ Proteftants, nor the confeflion of Augf-
bourg. His acquiefcence in the Edict of January
was lefs from any inclination to the Hugonots,
than from an opinion the confciences ought not
to be reftrained, and that toleration was an iufal-
lible means of extinguifhing the troubles of the
kingdom. As foon as his confidents, already dif-
pofed to ferve the Catholic party, had informed
the legate and ambaflador, that he was in this
temper, thefe laft failed not to take advantage
of it, to openthe negotiation. In order to unite
to motives of confcicnce, perfonal advantages and
temporal interefts, they propefed to him to di-
vorce his Queen Jane, with a difpenfation from
the Pope, becaufe fhe was an Heretic, and to mar-
ry Mary, Queen of Scots, theniece of the Guifes,
and widow of FrancisIId, a Princefs who united
to the charms of youth and beauty, the aciual
polleflion of a great kingdom. The Kin§ of Na-
varre, attached to his children, rejected firmly
this propofition; They then brou‘ght upon the
carpet, once more, the exchange of Sardinia, fo
often propofed in vain. This was the delicate
point, which touched him the moft fenfibly. His
hopes indeed, were not very ftrong; but this
negotiation not having been wholly broken off,
Manriquez, the Spanifh ambaflador, by his ordi-
nary artifice, renewed it with fo much apparent
ferioufnefs, as to re-animate the defires and the
confidence of the King of Navarre. Not conteat
with giving him the ftrongeft aflurances of the
good difpolitions of the Catholic King, he pro-
ceeded fofar astotreatof the ineans ot exchange,
and of the quality of therentsand fervices,which
the King of Navarre fhould render the crown of
Spain, as acknowled¥ments ‘of its fovereignty.
They debated thefe claufes and conditions as fe-
rioufly, as if they were upon the point of figning
the treaty. The character of the King of Na-
varre, and his inclination to embrace always the
moft honorable and plaufible meafures, favored
thedefigns of the Catholics. (70 bz continued.)

[—656—]
From WEBSTER's DISSERTATIONS on {)lt ENGLISHLAN-
GUAGE.

Of MODERN CORRUPTIONS inthe ENGLISH
PRONUNCIATION.

(CONCLUDED.)

UT whatever may be the praétice in England or.!r.chn&, there

aie few in America who haye embraced it, as it 18 explained
in Sheridan’s Ditionary.  Inthe middle and fouthern States, there
are arc a few, and thofe well bred people, who have gone far in
attempting to imitate the fafhion of the day.* - Yer the body O'f
the people, even in thefe States, remain as untafhionable as ever ;
and the eaftern States generally adhere to their ancient cuftom o
{peaking, howewer vulgar it may be thought by their neighbors.+
Suppofe cuftom therefore to be the jus et norma, the rule of cor-
reét {peaking, and in this country, 1t 1s direttly oppofed to the
plen now undef confideration. ; ;

As a nation, we have a very great intereft in OPP‘?ﬁ“g the in-
troduétion of any plan of uniformity with the Brutith language,
even were the plan ‘propofed perfeétly quXCCP“"MbXC' This
point will be afterwards difcuiled more particularly ; but I would
obferve here, that the author who has the moft admirers and 1mi-
tators in this country, has been cenfured in London, where his
charafter 1s highly efteemed, and that too by men who are con-
fefledly partial to his general plan. In the cnt.xcal review of
Sheridan’s Ditionary, 1781, there are the following exceptions
to his ftandard. ke

¢« Neverthelefs our author muft not be furprized if, in 2 matter,
in its nature fo delicate and difficult, as that concerning which
he treats, a doubt fhould here and there arife, in the m.mds of r.h.c
moft candid critics, with regard to the propriety of his determi-
nations. For inftancg, we would wifh him to reconfider, ‘f'!l&
ther in the words which begin with Juper, fuch as fuﬁe/r{lztmn,

Juperfede, he is right in direéting them to be pronounced /hooper.
Whatever might be the cafe in Queen Ann’stime, it doth not oc-
cur to us, thatany one at prefent, above the lower ranks, {peaks
thele words with the found of /& ; or that a good reafon can be
given, for their being thus founded. Nay their being thus fpo-
ken is contrary to Mr. Sheridan’s own rule ; for he fays that the
letter falways preferves its own proper found at the beginning of
words.”

Here we are informed by this gentleman’s admirers, that, in
fome inftances, he has impoled upon the world, as the ftandard
of purity, a pronunciation which is not heard, exceptamong the
lower ranks gf people, and dire&ly oppofed to his own rule. The
reviewers might have extended their remarks to many other in-
ftances, in which he has deviated from general pra&tice and from
every rule of the language. Yet at the voice of this gentleman,
many of the Americans are quitting their former pradice, and
running into errors with an eagernefs bordering on infatuation.

Cuftons of the court and ftage, it is confeflcd, rule without
refiltance in monarchics. But what have we to do with the cul-
toms of a forcign aation ? Detached as we are from all the world,
s it not poffible to circumfcribe the powerof cxflom, and layit, in
fome degree, under the influence of propriety ? We are {enfible
that in foreign courts, 2 man’s reputation may depend on a gen-
teel bow, and his fortune may be loft by wearing an unfafhiona-
ble coat.  But have we advanced to that flage of corruption, that
our higheft ambition is to be s particular in fafhions as other na-
tions ? In matters mercly indifferent, like modes of drefs, fome
degree of conformity to local cuftom is neceffary 5} but when this
conformity requires a facrifice of any principle of propricty or
moral re@itude, fingularity becomes an honorable teftimony of an
independent mind. A man of a great foul would foonér imitate
the virtues of acottage, than the vices of a court; and would
deem it more honorable to gain one ufeful idea from the humble
laborer, than to copy the vicious pronunciation of a folendid
court, or become an adept in the licentious principles of a Rochef-
ter and a Littleton. et .

It will not be difputed that Skeridan and Scott have very faith-
fully publifhed the prefent pronunciation of the Englifh coust and
theatre.  But if we may gonfult the rules of our language and
confider them as of any «uthority ; if we may rely on the opinions
ot Kenrick and the reviewers ; if we may credit the beff inform-
ed people who have travelled in Great-Britain, this praétice is
modern and local, and confidered, by the judicious and impar-
tial, even of the Englifh nation, as a grols corruption of the pure
pronunciation, -

Such errors and innovations fhould not be imitated, becaufe
they are found in authors of reputation. The works of fuch au-
thors{hould rather be confidered as lightsto prevent out falling up-
ontherocksot error. Thére is no more propricty in our imitating
the pra&ice of the Englith theatre, becaufe it is defcribed by the
celebrated Sheridan, thap there is in introducing the manuoers of
Rochefter or the principles of Bolingbroke, becaufe thefe were emi-
nent charalers ; or than there is in copying the vices of a Shylock,
a Lovelace, or a Richard 11, becaufe they are well delcribed by
the mafterly pens of Shake/pear and Richardfon. So far as the cor-
reftuefs and propriety of {peech are confidered as important, it
is of as much confequence to oppefe the introduétion of that prac-
tice inthis country, as it is to refift the corruption of morals,
which ever attends the wealthy and luxurious ftage of national re-
finements, 3

Had Sheridan adhered to his own rules and 'to the principle of
analogy ; had he given the world a confiftent {cheme of pronun-
ciation, which would not have had, for its unflable bafis, the
fickle praétice of a changeable court, he would have done .infinite
fervice to the language: Men of {cience, who. wifh to preferve the
regular conftru@ion of the language, would haye rejoiced to find
fuch a refpe€table anthority on thefide of propriety ; and the illit-
crate copiers of fathion muft have rejefted faults in fpeaking,
which they could not defend.§

The corruption however has taken fuch deep root in England,
that there is little prohability it will ever be eradicated. The
praftice muft there prevail, and gradually change the whole ftruc-
tare of the Latin derivatives. Such is the force of cuftom, in a
nation where all fafhionable people are drawn to a point, that the
current of opinion is irrefiftible; individuals muft tall into the
ftream and be borne away by its vialence ; except perhaps a few
p:hllofophcrs, whofe fortitude may'enable them to hold their fta-
tion, anid whofe fenfe of propriety may remain, when their pow-
er of eppofition has ceafed.

But our detached finuation, local and political, gives us the
power, while pride, policy, and a regard for propriety and uni-
tormity amongourlclves, thould infpire us with "a difpofition, to
oppofe innovations, which have nat utility for their object.

We fhall find it difficult to convince Englifhmen that a corrupt
tafte prevails in the Britifh nation, Foreigners view the Ameri-
cans with a degree of contempt ; ‘they langh at our'manners, pi-
ty our ignorance, and as far as example and derifion can go, ob-
trude upon us the cultoms of their native countries.  Bat 1a bor-
rowing from other nations, we fhould be exceedingly cautious to
feparate their virtues from their vices; their ufeful improvements
from their falfe refinements. ~ Stile and tafte, in all nations, un-
dergo the fame revolutions, the fame progsgfs from purity to cor-
ruption, as manners and'government ; and in England the pro-
nunciation of the language has fhared the fame fate. The Augul-
tan era is paft, and whethet the nation perceive and acknowledge
the truth or not, the world, as impartial Tpc&ators, obferve zu?d
lament the declenfion of tafte and f{cience.

The nation can do little more than read the worksand admire
the beauties of the original authors, who have adorned the pre-
ceding ages. A few, ambitious of fame, or driven by neceflity
croud their names into the catalogue of writers, by imitating fome
celebrated model, or by compiling trom the  produtions of
genius.. Nothing marks raore ftrongly the declenfion of genius in
England, than the multitude of plays, farces, novels and other
catchpenny pieces, which {well the hit of medern publications

b
}

/ .

ana that hoft of compilers, who, in the rage for fele€ng beau.
ties and abridging the labor of reading, disfigure the works of the
pureft writers in thenation. Cicero did wot wafle his talents in
barely reading and fele€ting the beautics of Demofthenes ; and in
the days of 4ddifon, the beauties of Milton, Locke and Shakefpear
were to be found only in their works. Buttafte is corrupted by
luxury ; utility is forgotten in pleafure ; genius is bqrxed m diffi-
pation, or proftituted to exalt and -to damn cootending faétions,
and toamule the idle debauchees that furround a licentious ftage. ||

Thefe are the reafons why we fhould not adopt premifcuoufly
their tafte, their opinions, their manners. Cuftoms, habits, and
language, as well as government fhould be national, America
{hould have her own diftinét from all the world. = Such is the po-
licy of other nations, and fuch mult be our policy, before the
States can be either independent or refpectable.  To copy foreign
manners implicitly, is to reverfe the order of things, and begin
our political exiftence with the corruptions and vices which have
marked the declining glories ot other republics.

* There are many peoples and perhaps the mg dq[l}zem in the capital

towns, that have learnt a_few common place words, fuch as forchin,
nachur, virchue and half a dozen others, which they repeat on all oc-
cafions ; but being ignorant of the extent of the prallice, they are, in
pronouncing moft words, as vulgar as ever.

+ It fhould be remarked that the late Prefident of Penyvlvnm'a, the
Governar of New- Jerfey, and the Prefident of New-York college, whe
are diftinguifked for erudition and accuracy, have not adopted the En-
glifk pronunciation.

1 Not between different nations, but in the fame nation, The man-
ners and fafhions of each nation fhould arife out of their circumfluuces,
their age, their improvements in commerce and agriculture.

§ Sheridan, as an_improver of the langnage, [lands among the firf?
writers of the Britifk nation, and d;fcrued[y. His leftures on elocution
and on reading, his treatifes on education, and for the moft part his
rhetorical grammar, are excellent and almoft unexceptionable perform-
ances. In thefe, he encountered praflice and prejudices, when they
were found repugnant to obvious rules y ropriety. But in this Dic-
tionary he feems to have left his only g/t:/‘n/ible ground, propricty, iz
purfuit 0/[/141! phantom, fathion. He acferted his own principles, as
the reviewers obferve 5 and where he has done this, cvery rational man
Jhould defert his ftandard.

|| From this defeription muft be excepted fome arts which have for
their objedl, the flca_/{ru of [enfe and imagination ; as mufic and paint-
ing; ‘and [ciences which depend on fixed principles, and not opinion, as
mathematics and philofophy. ~ The former flourifk in the laft fazes of
national refinement, and the latler are ,always proceeding towar ds per-
fection by difcoveries and experiment.  Criticifm alfo flourifhes in Great-
Britain": Men read and judge accurately, when original writers ceafe
Yo adorn the feiences. Correét writers precede juft critifm.

MASSACHUSETTS STATE LOTTERY.

HE Managers af the STATE LOTTERY, prefent the Public
with the Firft Clafs of the Muffachufetts [emi-annual State Lot-
tery, which will commence drawingin the Reprefentatives’ Chamber,
in Bofton, on the Seventeenth of Marchk next, or fooner, if the
Tickets (hall be difpofed of. i
SCHEME.
NOT TWO BLANKS TO A PRIZE.

25,000 Tickets, at Five Dollars each, are
125,000 Dollars, to be paid in the following Prizes, fubjet 02
dedu&ion of twelve and an half per cent. for the ufe of the Com-
monwealth.

Prizes. Dollars. Dollars,
1 of 10000 is 10000

2 : 3000 are 6000

3 2000 6000

6 z 1000 6000
Ve e 500 5000
39 200 6000
8o 100 8ooe
90 50 4500
190 40 4000
120 ~ 7280 3600
161 29 3220
200 10 2000
7585 8 60680
8388 Prizes. 125000

16612 Blanks.

25000,
5= TICKETS may be had of the feveral Managers, who will
pay the Prizes on demand—of the TREASURER of the Common-
wealth—of JAMES WHITE, at his Book-Store, Franklin's-Head,
Court-Street, and at other places as ufual.
BENJAMIN AUSTIN, jon.
DAVID €0OBB,
SAMUEL COOPER, x
GEORGE R. MINOT, f
OHN KNEELAND, J
Boflon, Fuly 28, 8;790.

PURSUANT toa Refolve or aét of Congrefs of the ioth day
L of May, 1780, relative to the deftruétion of Loan-Office Cer-
tificates by accident ; notice is hereby given to all whom it may
concern, that on the 2d day of January 1780, the houfe occupied
by the fubfcriber in Market-Street, Philadelphia, took fire and
was confumed, in which was lodged a number of Loan-Office
certificates as pr. lift below, all which were deftroyed by the faid
fire : Therefore if any perfon, hath any objeftion why the faid
Certificates {hould mot be renewed, agreeable to the refolves of .
Congrefs, they muft make them before the expiration of three
months, from the date hereof.

Invoice of Loan-Office Certificates deftroyed in the houfe of Fohn Holker
on the 2d day of Fanuary 1780. %

Managers.

1778. No. Dols.
March 13.. 1636 1 Samucl Cooke, jun. New-York, 606
10735 1 ditfo. de. 6oe

Dollars, 1200.

In teRimony whereof I have figned the prefent for pub-

lication. HOLKER.
New-York, Fuly 26th, 1790.

Joux Frawcrs,

Late of New-York, refpefully informs the public; that he:
has opened a

Commodious Boarding Houfe,
No. 53, FOURTH-STREET, one door from Race-Street,
WHERE Gentlemen may be accommodated with

GERTEEL BOARDING AND LODGING,
By lhc. Week, Month, or Year, and on the moft moderate terms.
Phila. Nov. 20, 1790, [2aw.gm.]

37 SUBSCRIBERS in the City and State of
IV.ew-Taré—aﬂd to the Eaftward as fzzr as Bofton,
willpleafe to pay their arrearagesto Mr.P. Wetmore.
at the Poft-Office, New-York—who will alfo receive
ﬁz&fcr:pt:omjor the Gazctte. ’
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