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Difcourfes on Davila.
No. XXIJI.—CONTINEED.

Utrumque regem, fua multitudo conlaiutaverat.

THE Queen informed of this union, thought
herfelf deprived of herfirmeft fupport, and
dreaded, that the Pringes of Lorrain, {upported
by the credit of the Conftable, and difcontented
with her, might attempt to take from her the re-
gency. She thought it neceflary therefore, to
connect herfelf more ftri¢tly with the King of
Navarre, to counter balance this new party. She
directed all her cares to maintain that equilibri-
um, which affured her power and that of her {fon.
She entered into allthe views of the King of Na-
varre, in favor of the Haogonots. Underthe pre-
text of maintaining peace auring the minority
ofthe King, and of conciliating the hearts of the
people, by a reputarion of clemency, fhe publifh-
ed new declarations, which enjoined upon all
the parliaments and all the other magiftrates of
each province, to moleft no man on account of
religion ; toreftore the goods, houfes and pofief-
fions to all thofe, who, in times pafled, had been
deprived of them, on fufpicion of Herefy. The
parliament of Paris, and fome other magiftrates

refufed to comply : but the Hugonots, thinking
themfelves authorized by the will and orders of
the King, ofthe regent, and the difpofitions of
the council, aflumed to themfelves, as they had a
berter right to do from God and nature, aliberty
of confcience, and their numbers and forces aug-

mented from day to day. This was to fulfil the
views of the Queen, if thefe religionifts had
known how to reftrain themfelves, within the
bounds of moderation and reafon. But as it
commonly happens to people, who fuffer them-

felves to be tranfported by their paffions, and
will not conform to the reftraints of authority :

as foon as they feltthemfelves tolerated, proteci-

ed, and delivered from the fear of punifhment,
their refentments of former ill ufage arofe, they
loft the refpect due to the magiftrates, and fome-
times by public aflemblies, and fometimes by in-

jurious difcourfes, or other violent proceedings,
they drew upon themfelvesthe hatred and indig-
nation of the Catholicks. Hence arofe obftinate

difputes, which throwing the two parties into
quarrels, fpread tumult and infurrections thro
all the provinces of the kingdom. Thus, con-
trary to the intentions of government, and the
expectations of the public, the remedy employed
tofave the ftate and maintain peace, became, at
leaft as our Hiftorian rcprefents, contagious and
prejudicial : and occalioned precifely thofe trou-
bles and dangers, which they fought fo carefully
to prevent.

The Guifes, we may be fure were not at all
mortified at this turn of affairs. It was precifely
what they wifhed. Encouraged.and fortified by
their union with the Conftable, they feized this
occafion to oppofe the Queen and the King of
Navarre. The Cardinal of Lorrain, finding the
moment favorable to explain himfelf in council,
without regard tothe Queen or the Kinﬁ of Na-
varre, who were prefent : began to fpeak onthe
ftate of religion, and to reprefent, with all the
vehemence of his character, thatit was to betray
religion, and to dithonor themfelves in the eyes
of the whole earth, to grant, in a moft chriftian
kingdom, liberty of confcience, to innovators al-
ready condemned by councils and the voice of
the church. . That not fatisfied with difleminat
ing monftrous opinions, with corrupting the rif-
ing generation, and impofing on the fimplicity
of the weak, they blewup the fire of rebellion in
all the provinces of the kingdom. That already
the infolence and outrages of thefe Heretics, hin-
dered the minifters of the church from celebrat-
ing mafs, and from appearing in their pulpits,
and left to the magiftrates fcarce afhadow ot aun-
thority ; thateverything wasaprey to the fword
and flames, by the imprudence and obftinacy of
thofe who arrogated to themfelves the licence of
believing and teaching at their pleafure ; that
the firft kingdom of Chriftendom was upon the
point of making a fchifin, of fhakingoffthe yoke
of obedience dne to the holy fee, and of aban-
doning the Catholic faith, to fatisfy the caprice
of an handful of feditious men. The Cardinal,
enforced thefe arguments with fo much energy,
with that confidence and natural eloquence which
gave himn fuch an afcendancy, even in the moft
problematical opinions, that the protectors of
the Hugonots oppofed nothing to him but filence.
The Kingof Navarre and the Queen replied not
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‘aword, and eventhe Chancellor appeared amaz-
ed and confounded. The counfellors of ftate,
irritated againft the Hugonots, were of opinion
to aflemble immediately all the Princes and of-

ficers of the crown, to the parliament of Paris,

there to treat on this fubje®, in the prefence of
the King, and determine the means of curing
thefe diforders. This afflembly was accordingly
held on the 13th of July, 1561, in parliament.
The King of Navarre dared not alone to make
oppofition openly ; this would have been to de-
clare himfelf a Calvinift. The Queenindeed, de-
fired that the Catholic party fhould not prevail ;
bat fhe was not the lefs apprehenfive that they
would impute to her the eftablitfhment and pro-
grefs of Herefy. The contefts in parliament

| were however, animated : the partizans of the

Hugonots, forgot mothing to procure them liber-
ty of confcience, as the only means proper to ap-
peafe all troubles, and heal all divifions. - Their
efforts were ufelefs. There was fome reafon for
faying, that liberty of confcience was evidently
oppofed to the fpirit and authority of the Catho-
lic church ; but none at all for pretending that
it was contrary to the fundamental laws of the
kingdom.

It was decided that the Calviniftical preachers
and minifters thould be chafed out of the king-
dom : and that they fhould conferm in the pub-
lic worthip, only to the cuftoms and ceremonies
anthorized by the Roman church. Allaflemblies,
of every kind and in every place, with arms or
without, except in the Catholic churches, there
to hear divine fervice, according to their ufages,
were forbidden. Togrant, however, fome miti-
gation to the Hugonots, they added in the fame
Edict, that the cognizance of the crime of Here-
fy, fhould be referved to Rifhops and their grand
Vicars: and if they had recourfe to the fecular
arm, they could not condemn the guilty, but to
banifament : finally, they gave a general amnef-
ty for all diforders committed in times pafled, on
account of religion. A declaration was drawn,
figned by the King, the Queen, and all the Princ-
es and lords of parties. (To be continued.)

From WEBSTER's DISSERTATIONS on the ENGLISH LAN-
GUAGE. ?

Of MODERN CORRUPTIONS inthe ENGLISH
PRONUNCIATION.

(CONTINUED.)
UT it will be replied, Cuftom is the legiflator of language, and
cuftom authorizes the pratice I-am reprobatiag. A man
can hardly offer a reafon, drawn from the principles of analogy
and harmony in a language, but he is inftantly filenced with the
decifive, jus et norma loguendi.*

What then is Cuftom ? Some writer has alrcady anfwered this
queftion ; ¢ Cuftom 1s the plague of wife men and the 1dol of
fools.” This was probably faid of thofe cuitoms and fathions
which are capricious and varying ; for there are many cuftoms,
founded on propriety, which are permancnt and conftiture laws.

But what kind of cuftom did Horace defign to lay down as the
ftandard of fpeaking ? Was it a lcal cuftom ? Then the keow of
New-England ; the oncet and twicet of Pennfylvania and Mary-
land ; and the ketnd and fEey of the London theatres, form rules
of fpeaking. 1Is itthe prattice of a court, or a few eminent{chol-
ars and orators, that he defigned to conftitute a ftandard ? But
who fhall determine what body of men forms this uncontrolable
legiflature ? Or who fhall reconcile the differences at court ? For
thefe eminent orators often difagree. There ar¢ numbers of words
in which the moft eminent men Qiffer: Canall be right ? Or
what, in this cale, is thecuffom which is to be our guide ?

Befides thefe difficulties, what right have a few men, how;vcr
elevated their flation, to change a national pratice ? They may
fay, that they confult their own ears, and endeavor to pleafe them- [
felves. This is their only apology, unlefs they can prove that
the changes they make are real improvements. But what im-
provement is there in changing the founds of three or four letters |
into others, and thus multiplying anomalies, and encreafing the |
difficulty of learning a language ? Will not the great body ef the

people claim the privilege of adhering to their ancient ufages, and |

believing their praétice to be moft correét ? They moft undoubt-
edly will. :

If Horace’s maxim is ever juft, it is only when coftom is na-
tional ; when the pralice of “a mation is uniform or general. In
this cafle it becomes the common law of the land, and no one will
difpute its propriety. But has any man a right to deviate from
this pratice, and attempt to eftablifh a fingular mode of hisown 2
Have two or three eminent {tage plavers authority to make chang-
es at pleafure, and palm their noveltics upon a nation under the
idea of cuflom 2 The reader will pardon me for tranfcribing here |
the opinion of the celebrated Michaelis, one of the molt learned
philologers of the prefent century. * ¢ It is not,”” fays~ he, * for
{cholar to give laws nor profcribe eftablifhed expreflions : If he !
takes fo much on himfelf he is ridiculed, and defervedly; it isno |
more than a jult mertification to his ambition, and the penalty of |
his ufurping on the rights of the people. Languaze is a demo-
cratical ftate, where all the learning in the world does not war-
rant a citizen to fuperfede a received cuftom, till he bas convinced
the whole nation that this cuftom is a miftake. Scholars are not
foinfallible that every thing is to be referred to them. Were
they alfowed a decifory power, the errors of language, I am fure,
inftead of diminifhing, would be continually increafing. Learned
heads teem with them nolcfs than the vulgar; and the former
are much more imperious, that we fhould be compellgd to defer
to their innovations and implicitly to receive every falfe opinion

of theirs,”+’

Yeu this right is often aflumed by individuals, who di&tate to a
nation therules of ipeaking, with the fame imperioufnefs as a ty-
rant gives laws to his vaffals: And, frange as it may appear, cven
well bred people and fcholars,  often furrender their right of pri-
vate judgment to thefe literary governors. The ipfe dixit of a
Johnfon,a Garrick, or a Sheridan, has the force of law ; and to
contradit it, is rebellion. Afk the moft of our learned men, how
they would pronounce a word or compofe a fentence, and thew
will immediately appeal to fome favorite author whofe decifion
isfinal. Thus diftinguifhed eminence 10 a writer often becomes
a paflport for innumerable errors.

The whole evil originates in a fallacy. It is often fuppofed
that certain great men are infallible, or that their praétice confti-
tutes cuftom and the rule of propriety. But on the contrary, any
man, however learned, is liable to miftake ; the moft learned
as Michaelis obferves,often teem with errors, and not unfr:q\xcmlv.
become attached to particular fyftems, and imperious in forcini:
them upon the world.$ It is not the particular whim of fuch
men, that conftitutes cuffom ; but the common praétice of a nation,
which is conformed to their general ideas of propricty. The pro-
nunciation of keow, keind, drap, juty, natfhur, &c. are neither
right nor wrong, becaufe they are approved or cenfured by par-
ticular men ; nor becaufe one is local in New-England, another
in the middle States, and the others are fupported by the court
and ftage in London. They are wrong, becaufe they are oppofed
to national praétice ; they are wrong, becaule they are arbitrary
or carclefs changes of the true founds of our letters ; they are
wrong, becaufe they break inupon the regular conftruétion of
the language ; they are wroag, becaule they render the pronunci-
ation difficult both for natives and foreigners ; they are wrong,
becaufe they make an invidious diftinétion between the polite and
common pronunciation, or elfe oblige a nation to change their ge-
neral cuftoms, without prefenting to their view one national ad-
vantage. Thele arc important, they are permanent confiderations ;
they are fuperior to the caprices of courtsand theatres ; they are
teafons that are interwoven in the very ftruéture of the language,
or founded on the common law of the nation ; and they are a liv~
ing fatire upon the licent'oufnefs of modern {peakers, who dare te
{light their authority. i

But let us examine whether the praétice I am cenfuring is ge-
neral or not ; forif pot, it cannot come within Horace’s rule. I
we may believe well informed gentlemen, it is not general even
in Great-Britain. I have been perfonally informed, and by gen-
tlemen of education and abilities, one of whom was particular
in bis obfervation, that it is not general, even among the moft
eminent literary charaéters in London. It is lefs frequent in the
interior counties, ‘where the inhabitants {till fpeak as the common
people do 1n thiscountry. And Kenzick fpeaks of it as an affeét.
ation in the metropolis which ought to be difcountenanced.

(To be continued.)

* ¢ Quem penes arbitrium efl, et jus et norma loguendi.” Horace.
——*¢ Nothing,” fays Kenrick, ** has cortributed more to the adul-

eration of living languages, than the two extenfive acceptation of Hor-
ace’s rule in favor of cuffom. Cuftom is undoubtedly therule of prefent
praflice ; but there would be no end in following the variations daily
introduced by caprice.  Alterations may fometimes be ufeful—may be ne-
ceffary ; but they [hould be made in a manncr conformable to the genius
and conftruction of the language. Modus eft in rebus. Extremes 1
this, as in all other cafes, arc hurtful. We ought byno means to fhue
the door againft the improvements of our language ; bt it were well
that fome criterion were eftablifhed to diftinguifk between improvement
and innovation.”——Rhet. Gram. page 6, Diél.

+ See a learned ¢ Differtation on the influence of opinions on lan-
guage and of language on opinions, which gained the prize of the Pruf-
Jian Rayal Academy in 1758. By Mr. Michaelis, court counfellor to
his Britanic Majefty, ard direclor of the Royal Socicty of Gottingen.”

The vulgar thus by imitation err,

As oft the learn’d by being fingular.
So much they fcorn the croud, that if the throng,
By chance go right, they purpofely go wrong.

LITERATURE

FLOURISHES in the United States. As one
inftance we mention the patronage given to the
American prefs. Thenew publications multiply
faft. Befides original productions, many trani-
atlantic works have been reprinted. The Bib/e
in 12mo. has lately been publifhed in Philadel-
phia by Mr. YouNc—in which city, and in New-
York, two or three other editions of this valnable
book, are now inlthe prefsi—and Mr. THoMas—
(whom an ingenious fouthern writer has called
the American Bafkerville, and from whofe prefs

Pore.

now engaged in printing rwo editions of the Bib/e ;
one the large Royal Quarto BIBLE ; the other a
large Folio, with 5o copperplates—A patriotic,
laudable and heavy undertaking, deferving the
patronage and encouragement of every friend to
his country, the fciences, and religion. Mr.
Dosson, of Philadelphia, is alfo publifhing an
¢« American Edition of the ENCYCLOPEDIA or
Dittionary of ArTs, Sciences, and MisceErLrLa-
NEoUs LITERATURE.”—Two volumes of this
work are already finifhed—it will comprife 16
volumes. : (Columbian Centinel.)

HUMANE SOCIETY.
At a meeting of the Truftees of the Humane fociety,
held at Bofton, November 1/, 1790.
VOTED,

THAT the thanks of the Truftees of the Hu-
mane Society, be returned to Mr. Gorrx, for his
humane and generous condudt in receiving the
body of Mr. Davis, lately'drowned, when this act
of kindnefs was denied him at his own lodgings;
and that Mr. Gorre be prefented wirth the
higheft premium which the Conflitution of the

faid Society will permit them to give.

»
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have iflued many large and valuable books)—is -



