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$ound a perfor who was willing to take his draft
for five guineas on the Prefident of the Royal
Sociery.

With this affiftance he arrived in England, and
immediately waited on Sir Jofeph Banks, who
told him, knowing his temper, that he believed
lie could recommend him to an adventurealmoit
as perilous as the one from which he had return-
ed ; and then communicated to him the withes
of the aflociation for difcovering the inland coun-
tries of Africa.

Mr. Ledyard replied, that he had always de-
termined to traverfe the continent of Africa, as
$on as he had explored the interior parts of
North America ; and as Sir Jofeph had offered
him a lerter of dntroduction, he came direct to
the writer of thefe memoirs. Before T had
learnt from the note the name and bufinefs of my
vifitor, I was ftruck with the manlinefs of his

rfon, the breadth of his cheft, the opennefs of

is countenance, and the iuquietude of his eye.
I opened the map of Africa before him, and tra-
cing a line from Cairo to Sennar, and from
thence weftward in the latitude and fuppofed di-
reétion of the Niger, I told him that was the rout
by which I was anxious that Africa might, if pof-
fible, be explored. He faid he fhould think him-
felf fingularly fortunate to be entrufted with the
adventure. I afked him when he would fet out ?
—To-morrow morning was his anfwer.

On this grand Adventure Mr. Ledyard left
London on June 3oth, 1788, and reached Cairo,
in Egypt, on the 19th of Anguft, from whence
he tranfmitted fuch accounts to his employers as
plainly fhewed he was atraveller of obfervation
and reflection, endowed with a foul for difcove-
ry, and formed for atchievments of hardihood
and peril. He had promifed his next communi-
cation for Sennar, about 60o miles fouth of Cai-
ro; but death put an end tothe hopes that were
entertained of his projected journey.

We fhall conclude this fhort fketch with Mr.
Ledyard’s character of the female fex: ¢“ I have
always remarked that women, in all countries,
are civil, obliging, tender and humane ; that
they are ever inclined to be gay and cheerful,
rimorous and modeft ; and that they do not he
fitate, like men, to perform a generous action.
Not haughty, arrogant, nor fupercilious, they
are full of courtefy, andfond of fociety ; more
liable in general to err thai man, but generally
more virtuous, and performing more good acti-
ons'than he. Toa woman, either civilized or
favage, L never addrefled myfelf in the language
of decorum and friendthip, without receiving a
decent and friendly an{wer—with men it has ben
otherwife.

4 In wandering over the barren plains, of in-
diofpitable Denmark, through honeft Sweden,
and frozen Lapland, rude and chaurlith Finland,
unprincipled Ruffia, and the wide fpreading re-
siom of the wandering Tartar :—If hungary,

ry, cold, wet, or fick, the women have ever been
friendly to me and uniformly fo ; and to add to
this virtue (fo worthy of the appellation of be-
nevolence) thefe actions have been performed
in fo free and fo kind a manner, that if I was
dry, I drank the fweeteft dranght—and if huon-
gry, I eat the coarfeft morfel with a double re-
lith.”

[ /T may not be unacceptabl: to thofe who feel Yhe pride of enterprife, to
know, that Mr. John Ledyard wasan American, born at Groton, in Con-
nedlicut ; ks grand father was a native of Briflol, in England, his fa-
ther, My. John Ledyard died when his children were young, who were
fohn, Thomas, George and Fanny—our bold traveller was the eldeft,
who was taken by his grandfather, John Ledyard, Efy. to Hartford,
and received a Latin and Englift fchool cducation-—his patron died, and
left him at 18 years old, afioat to follow the bent of ks own inclination.
Poffeffed of a vigorous imagination, and a heart fufceptidle of bencvolent
amprefons, he embraced the fludy of religion, that breathes good will to
man, to give full fcope to thofe affeltions. I, who was acquainted with
his minds-cye, am clear that no ‘wayward theught hoflile to the peace of
any individual, ever found a welcome there—his u'/lol_z life cvinces it, as
4t may be truly faid, to have been fpent to benefit mankind, from w'/n(!l,
¢ could not be " diverted by hunger, cold or peril. To have the advan-
2agcof books and inflrulion, he went to Dartmouth College ; and here
at was, he learned the manners of the Aborigines, and thofe means of
recommending Yimfelf to therr favor, whici rendered him fo [erviceable to
Capt. Cookin his voyages of difcovery. He guitted this Academy afier find-
Sug that his means would not enable him to go through the ufual courfe of
Academic fudies ; he left Dartmouth without a [hilling in his pocket,and
from that moment, feemed to have devoted himfelf to thofe objedls, in
which his life has been [pent.  Not having monev for the journey to Hart-
Jord, by land, he built a canoe 50 feet iomg, by 3 feet breadth —after
raifing a booth of willow bufkes over her flern, and recciving fome dryed
venifon and a few bear fins on board, which made up all kis fea flores.
ke embarked for Hartford, where he avrived fife, to the afomfhment of
thoJe who refleited upon the fatigue and hazard of navigating 1n an open
$azly a rapid river, wpwards of 140 milesywith whick he was totally un-
acguainted.

After a fhort fav at Hariford, he worked' his paflage to New-York,
and fhipped before the mafl for London, in 1771, when guitting that em-
pley, ke entered @ rorporal of Marines to Capt. Cook, for the voyage, to
dhe N.W. coalt of America; he was prefent at the tragical deathof Capt.
Cook, at Owytez, by which accident Mr. Ledyayd often faid, he loft his
befl friend.  After an abferee of ten years, and fuppojed dead, by his
_,{na.a':, he returned in 1381, to America in a Brilife [rigate, which
écinyg ordered anto Hirtington harbor, Long-Ifland, to refit. Mr. Led-
~ard embraced this opport 1ty to join his frieads, and croffed the found
ima boat. During this vifit, he bublifhed the principal fals of Capt.
Cooks voyage, before that Jplendid rclation of it came out in England,
Iny occurrences were omitted for want of his jourmal, which he

fo give up to the board of admiralty—he likewife ?fnei his
» feveral mercantile companies to conduil a commercial voyage to
- coat of America ; but failing of [fuccefs, he embarked in 1782,
_fur Europe, fince which time, to his death, at grand Cairoin Egypi, the
London accounts of him are corroborated by letters to his friends.”

The moff formida-
but t3add frefh vigous to his mind, and fit

y and gentle a5 ke was bold.

He was bold as a lion
[eemed

ble difiouragements |
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[ The following beantiful LINES were written by Mr. COMBERLAND,
on the Marriage of Mifs Sackvijle to Mr. Herbert. ]

- YE folemn pedagogues, who teach
A language by eigit parts of {peech,
Can any of you all impart
A rule to conjugate the heart ?
Grammarians did you ever try
To counftrue and expound the eye ?
Aud from the Syntax of the face
Decline its gender and its cafe ?
What faid the nuptial tcar that feli
From tair Eliza, can you tell ?
And yet it fpoke upon her cheek
As eloquent as tear could fpeak.—
“ Here, at Gon’s altar as I ftand,
To plight my vows, and yield my hand,
With tauitering tongue whilft I proclaim
X The ceffion of my virgin name ;
Whillt in my ear is read at lar
The Rubrick’s ftern anfoften’d charge,
Spare me (the filent pleader cries,)
Ah fpare me, ve furrounding eyes !
Uther’d amidft a blaze of light,
Whilft here I pafs in public fight,
Or koeeling by a father’s fide,
Renounce the daughter for the bride;
Ye fifters; to my foul fo dear,
Say, can I check the rifing tear 2
When at this awful hour I caft
My memory back on time thar’s pall,
Ungrateful were I to forbear
This tribute to a 1ather’s care ;
¥or all he fuffer’d, all he taught,
Is there not due fome tender thought ?
And may not one fond tear be given
To a dear faint that rcfts in heaven ?
And you to whom I now betroth, ’
In fight of heaven, my nuptial oath .
Who to nobility of birth
Truc honorjoin, and native worth,
1f my according bofom draws
Onc{ngh, mifconftrue not the caufe }
Truft me, though weeping, I rejoice,
And, bluthing, glory in my c;:Jicc."

FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS MAGAZINE.
Fox Ssrremseg, 17g0. 5

A TALE,

In imitation of PeTER PINDAR.

SOME people have a tafte 1:1;1’5 fomething ftrange,
And think it muft be pleas’d at any rate,
Nature in others, they fuppofe inay change,
Its whims in them, on no fuch reas’nings wait.
I1I.
Of this plan principle, the following fory,
For illufiration’s fake, I'll lay before ye.
III.
A Yaxxzrand a FRENCHMAN once at table met,
Midil roots and vegetables in chequer’d fate,
A platter furnifh'd with fat pork appear’d,
Aundeke a monftrous jugy 8 what—the Frcacimas pever heard®
V.
Thie Yankee took the jug, fans ceremonie,
And having drawn the gluey corn-cob cork,
He pour’d and trail’d the *laffes o’er the pork,
And theo fat down to eat.
The Frenckmas fretch’d his wond’riug eyes and rofe,
Lugg’d out his box of beft rappee,
Hedid not want it for his nofe,
But pepper’d well the meat.
While with farcaftic (hrug, be gave this huff,
% You love de ’laffes far, me love de fnuff.”

MORAL.

De guftibus, non ¢t difputandum.

THE TABLET.

No. CXLVI.

¢ The [trongeft tint, in the complexion of the hu-
man charaller, may be fometimes formed by a cir-
cumflance, or eoeyt apparently cafual.”

HOW much of the difference of charadter, we
behold inmen,isto be attributed®o accident,
and how much tooriginal caft of difpofition, is a
queition that cannot, in any given inftance, be
accurately folved. A combination of circum-
ftances, merely adventitious, operate in forming
the propenfities which characterize every indi

vidual. Perhaps the mind of every perfon is
predifpofed to cherifh certain impreflions more
readily than others, and when an accident oc-
curs that coincides with the natural bent of tem-
per, it heightens its ftrength and permanency.
Onthe other hand, events purely accidental may
produce a change in our original bias, and raife
aflociations thatturn the current of our affections
from the point ro which they wereaiming. Itis
obferved of Dean Swift that he had fo irritablea
temper, as gave to the flightelt difappointment a
moft excruciating fting. In aletter to Lord Bo.
lingbroke he exprefles himfelf in the following
terms. ‘T remember when [ was a boy,I felca great
fith at the end of my Jine, which I drew up almoft
on the ground, but it dropt in, and the difap.-
pointment vexes me to thisvery day, and I be-
lieve it was the type ofall my future difappoint.
ments.”  Had the Dean focceeded in taking the
fith, and had he met with feveral lucky incidents
foon after, it probably had changed his propen-
fity to gloom and peevifhnefs, by exciting fuch
feelings of good humor and ferenity as would

geadually have acquired the force of habir, and

given quite a different complexion to his charac-
ter. - Anelegant writer fpeaking of that affair,
makes the following remarks, atter mentioning
the difappointment relative to the fith.

¢ This lictleincident, perhaps, gave the firft
wrong excreile to a mind, predifpofed to fuck
impreffions ; and by operating fo long aund fo
forcibly, might poflibly lay the foundatjon of the
Dean’s fubfequent peeviihnels, pailion, mifanthro-
py and final infanicy.”

The fame author mentions many inftances of
the lafting aflociations that are produced by ac.
cidental circamftances, and which may have a
very forcible impreffion in directing the efforts
of the underitanding and the feelings of rthe
heart, differently from the courfe they had ta-
ken, previous to fuch accidents.

various and elegant writers of the prefent age,
is faid to have been much more addic¢ied, in the
ea1ly part of life, to mufic, thanto fcience. Buc
he was roufed from his favorite amufement, and
ftimulated to the clofeft application to ftudy, by
a farcaim of his rival'and enemy, the celebrated
Dr. Bently who ftigmatized him with the name
of fidd/er.  And indignation made him eager to
convince the Doctorand the world, that he could
write as well as f/d/e ; a conviétion, of which his
opponent had, afterwards, the moft painful ex-
erience.

The death of a friend, and other heavy afflic-
tions fometimes give a gloomy caft to the mind,
and Jead itinto a train of melancholy reflections ;
which, if not counteracted by incidents that pro-
mote chearfulnefs, may become habitual. Itis
of the higheft importance that people guard them-
felves againft that aflociation of ideas which par«
ticular events may create. - By indulging a train
of feelings thar are extited accidentally,they dif
fufe themfelves through the whole life and cha-
racter. One manisthusrendered paflionate and
peevith ; another gloomy and difcontented, anda
third capricious and inconftant. Had either of
them carefully watched over theimpreflions when
they were firft raifed, they conld eafily have efca-
ped the habits which became fo durable and pec™
nicious.

Lateft European Intelligence.

LONDON, Anguft 23.

ESTERDAY afternoon the fignal for 2ll Captains was dif-

played en board the Queen Charlotte, Lord Howe's flag hip
which was inftantly obeyed.

This morning his Lord(hip threw out the fignal for failing—
Preparations were immediately made by every fhip ia the fleets
Bv ten o’clock, A. M. many of them were unmoored ; and <
three P. M. the Whote fiect was cleaw

Never were orders obeyed with greater alacrity, or with more
univerfal good will; for no fooner were the direétions given to
man the capiterns, than the exalting (houtsof the failors befpoke a
ready coucurrence : and never before, perhaps had the boatfwains
lefs to do in the weighiug of an anchor. >

An officer, from aveflcl arrived in the offing, went yefterday on
board the Queen Charlotte, with intelligence that they had feen
the Spanifh fleeta few days before, in the bay of Bifcay, and that
it confifted of upwards of thirty fail of the line, befides frigates,
&c. &c. ’

We know not whether this circumftance haftened the motions
which immediately followed, but it had not taken place an houar
before the fignal was made for all the captains.

Six o’clock, P. M. The whole flect have now doubled the
ftart; the wind has veered coufiderable tothe Northward, ard
they are now ftanding down channel with a fine breeze.

Each Captaio has f{ealed orders, and from their courfe, whea
they paffed Bury-head, they feemed bound weftwaid. It is be
lieved their deftination is to cruize between Breftand Cadiz,

Our fleet having failed from Torbay, the conje&ures refpeéting
their deftination are various. Among other reports it has been
currently faid, that adminiftration were apprehenfive of a jun&i=-
on of the French and Spanifh fleets, and ordered out our fleet to
prevent it.  Some letters received in town this morning affert,
that the Spanith fleet is already in Breft water.

The following information was brought by the
French mail of yeflerday, and is part of a letter from
Genoa.

*‘From the day the new created Emperor of
Morocco afcended the throne, he manifefted the
moft violent defpotifm, though it was faid he af-
fured all the different powers of his intention te
keep up that harmony which his father eftablifh-
ed. Yet notwithftanding fuch profeflion, this
monlfter, from fome mifunderftanding or falfe re-
port, took umbrage at the Spanith Conful, and to
be revenged, had him put into a large cafk, and
ordered thathefhould be rolled about the ftreets
of Sallee in this manner untill he expired.

PARIS, Auguftr.

LIBERTY OF THE PRESS.

The decree of yeflerday, relative tothe profe-
cution of the two defamers of the Legiflative body,
had too precipitately pafled without obfervation
uponits generalty, asinclufiveof every offence of
that nature.

M. Rabaud de St, Etienne rofe with much
warmth, to deprecate the evils of a decree fo fatal
toall liberty of fentiment.—¢“ Let us not, “I
““conjure ye, plungethe Nation into the perils of
“ Conftructive Libels :—I infift upon the imme-
‘““diatereverial of the decree, orif, notwithftand-
‘“ ing its manifold mifchiefs, it muft fubfift, the
¢ Aflembly thould modcrate the meafure by the
¢ eftablifhmentofa Trial by Jury, as the only
““ mode of preferving the people from iniquitous
““decifion, and freedom from z fatal weund.™

Among other
“inftances the following is a pertinent one. ““ Dr.
| Conyers Middleton, one of the moft learned,



