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Ses mains, autour du t1éne, avee @nfufion,
Semaient la jaloufie, et la divifion. °

THE Admiral Gafpard de Coligni, had two
differeut governments ; that of the Ifle of
France, and that of Picardie ; but as the laws of
the kingdom, permitted not the pofleflion of
more than one dignily, o7 ¢ne gevernmert ot
the feric tihre; tive date King haf’f deftined that
of Picardie, to the Prince de Condé, to appeafe
his refentment and foften his complaints. The
Prince earneftly defired this tavor, to which, in-
deed, he had juft pretenfions. His father, and
the King of Navarre, had focceflively held it ;
and the Admiral had refigned ir, in confiderati-
on of the Prince. But the death of Henry lid.
happening near the fame time, had hindered the
effect of this arrangement, which had already
been made publi¢. ' Francis the I1d. had no re-

gard to it. At the folicitation of the Guifes, and |
by a manifeft injuftice to the Prince, he graunted
this place to Charles de Cofli, Marechal de Brif-

fac, a captain of high repuration and great valor ;
bat who having been promoted by the favor of
the Princes of Lorrain, was clofely attached to
them and ferved them withzeal. Nor was there
more attention paid to Francis of Montmorencie,
the eldeft fon of the Conftable. He had married
Diana, natural daughter of Henry 11d. In con-
fideration of this marriage, he had been promif-
ed, the office of grand mafterof the King’s houfe-
hold, a place which had been long held by his
father. From the firft days of the reign of Fran-
cis IId, the Duke of Guife, took it for himfelf,
that he might add this new eclat to his other
dignities, as well as deprive of it, an houfe which
he wifhed to deprefs. Thus the Duke and the
Cardinal, embraced with ardor, every occafion of
mortifying their rivals, and aggrandizing them-
felves. The Queen mother, who forefaw that
this unlimited ambition and this violent hatied,
muft have yatdl efiects, defired thar they fhould,
act with moremoderation, managementand dex-
terity ; but fhe dared not, in the beginning, op-
pofe herfelf to the wills, nor traverfe the defigns
of thofe, whofe influence was the pricipal fupport
of her authority.

At this time the Bourbons, gxcluded from all
parts of the government, banifhed from court,
and without hopes of carrying their complaints
to the foot of the throne, beginning to reflect
upon the fitnation of their affairs, and the con-
duct of their enemies, who, not content with
their prefent grandeur, labored by all forts of
means to perpetuate it, refolved, to remain no
longer inactive fpectators of their own misfor-
tunes, but to prevent the ruin thac threatened
them. To this purpofe a convention was called,
and we fhall foon fee what kind of convention it
was. Authony King of Navarre, after having
left in Bearn his fon, yet an infant, under the
conduct of the Queen his wife, as iz an afylum,
at a diftance from that conflagration, which they
faw ready to be lighted np, in France, repaired
to Vendome, with the Prince of Conde¢, already
returned from his embafly ; the Admiral, Dande-
Jot, and the Cardinal of Chatillon his b"forhqrs,
Charles Compte de la Rochefoucault, Francis
Vidame de Chartres, Antony Prince of Portien,
all relations or common friends, aflembled alfo,
with feveral other noblemen attached for many
years to the houfes of Montmorencie aud Bour-
bon. The Conftable, who, altho to all appear-
ance wholly engaged in the delights of private
life, fecretly fet in motion all the fprings of this
enterprize, had fent to this aflembly at Ardres,
his ancient and confidential Secretary, with in-
fiructions concerning the affairs to be there agi-
tated. They took into confideration the part
which it was neceflary to act in the prefent con-
junéiion of affairs. All agreed inthe fame end,
but opinions as ufual, were divided concerning
the means. All equally felcthe atrocious affronts
committed againft the Princes of the blood, from
whom the Guifes had net only taken the firft
places in the government, but the fmall number
of dignities which had remained to them.
They faw evidently that the defign was nothing
lefs, than to opprefs thele Princes and their par-
tizans. All perceived the neceffity of preventing
fo prefling a danger, without waicing for the laft
.extremity. ~But they were not equally ?greed
concerning the meafures proper to ward it off.
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PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS
ON THE LATE
REVOLUTION INFRANCE,
AND THE CONDUUT OF
THE DISSENTERS IN ENGLAND;
IN A LETTER TO
THE REV. DR. PRITSTLEY,

By ]. COURTENA ‘{., ESQ. M. P.
QUO, QUO SCELESTY RUITIS P~———HoR.
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CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST,

ISHALL now proceed in demt.ﬁrating; that
the Chriftian religion isto allintenrs and pur-
pofes abolifhed in France—and that the Nation-

' al Aflembly have cevertly and infidioufly intro-

duced a fyftem of atheifm in its ftead. The fe-
nate of demzocrats have commenced their impious
fcheme by abolifhing rythes—a provifion appro-
priated and fanctified, jure divino, for the comfor-
table fupport of the clergy, by Heathens, Jews,
and Chriftians. They have facrilegioufly pre-

Jumed to feize on the ancient revenue of the

church, under the impious pretext of public good
—of encouraging agriculture, by eafing the pea-
fants of an unequal and oppreflive ecclefiaftical

corvee—and of providing a better and more fui-
table maintenance for the fecular and parochial-

priefts, who e/one perform the refpective duties
of their funcétion: Thus have the National Af-
fembly reduced atheifim into a fyftem, by feizing
on the lands of the clergy, with an avowed de-
fign of either pledging them as afecurity forthe
national debt, or felling them to Turks, Jewsand
Infidels, for the difchargeof it. Befides, if bifh-
ops, arch-bifthops, abbés, and the fuperior and dig-
nified ranks of the hierarchy, are deprived of
riches, immunities, power, and grandeunr, how
can they fhew their contemptofthem ? Youin-
vidioufly fnatch from thefe Szzeca’s, thefe Chril-
tian ftoics, the fublime merit of optional virtue,
by compelling them to practice temperance and
moderation, not from choice, but neceffity.

A fimilar facrilegious attempt to abolifh tythes
inlreland, is a melancholy proaf of the turbu-
lIent and innavating fpirit of the prefent times.
The deprefled ftate of the clergy too evidently
appears by the ftyle of their writings. Their
argumentsare fingly founded on the impolicy and
injuftice of depriving them of a provifion, fanc-
tioned by antiquity, and folemnly entailed on
them by the lawsof the land. They have given
up the vantage ground on which they ftood,
ftript themfelves, of the celeftial armour, the pa-
noply divine,with whichthey were clad, and have
rathly venrured into thefield naked and unarmed.

They have fucceeded accordingly. Ifthe cler-
gy once weakly admit the profane interference
of parliament ; if they once admit, that this pro-
vifion may be modified, and even abolifhed by
the fame authority ; if the conteft is merely to
reft on the fallaciousdeductions of human reafon,
it would indeed be difficult for the church to
maintain thefargument. Even the fpecious ftate-
ment of the celebrated author of the wealth of na-
ttors has little weight with me ; for' granting that
tythes are often afifih, and evenafourth, inftead
of a tenth ; though they are a check to induftry,
&c. ftill the more enequal and more oppreflive
this facred burthen may be, the more meritori-
ous it is in thofe who fubmir to it from a confci-
entious;motive, without murmuring and repining,
A leading member of the Irith Houfe of Com-
mons (Mr. Grattan) has expatiated in his ufual
ftile of energetic, but delufive eloquence, on the

reat advantage which the chnrch would derive
%rom an act of Commuration.—Law-fuits, Bick-

‘erings and animofities, be aflefted, would ceafe

at once ; and the mild fpirit of peace and Chrifti-

| an charity, would mutually endear the paftor and

his flack to each other. The clergy, no doubt,
are perfecily fenfible of this ; and only perfift in
claiming tythes, as being their exclufive proper-
ty by divine inftitution ; and thinking thatby ac-
cepting any commutation, however beneficial,
they would betray the caunfe of Godand religion.

And now, Sir, permit me to addrefs you, in the
moft ferious manner, on the moft ferious fubject.
What can the madnefs of democracy alledge a-
gainft epifcopacy ! Were not bifhops inftituted
by the apoftles themfelves, to enlighten and go-
vern the primitive church ? Though they foon
difplayed an exterior pomp and fplendour in
their veftments, and in the celebration of divine
worthip ; though they aflumed imperial grandeur,
inhabited palaces, alcended their thrones, though

R

they cenfured, controled, and excommunicated
emperors ; yet they only fubmirted to this pagean-
try, and reluctantly exercifed this temporal pow-
er, merely to imprefs the congregation of the
faithful with a holy awe aud veneration forthe
MaJESTY of the church; well knowing that fountt
morality and the focial duties could reft fecurely
on noother bafis. Dr. Monfheim’s mifreprefen-
tation on this very interefting point, is deferved-
ly treated with contempt.— That bold and infidi-
ous wrirer, underthe fpecious pretext of candour

and moderation, infpires his readers with an a-

verfon to all ecclefiaftical power, and wirh in-

‘dignation againft the clergy, for having invaria-

oly fomented religious controver(y on myfteri-
eus unintelligible tenets ; for encouraging per-
fecution, and promoting the mifery of mankind
in this world, by infufing into their minds aipi-
rit of batred, malice, and nncharitablenefs ;
which at laft became the theological characteri-
ftic of every variousdifrordant fect of Chriftiani-
ty. Butif this ecclefiaftical hiftorian had been
candid, [even allowing the fact,] he fhould have
fairly acknowledged that the unrelenting viru-
lence and imbittered rancour of perfecution are
the moft infallible criterions of true belief, and
the beft proof of a fervent and fincere zeal for
religion. As each fect ftigmarized its antagonift
by the odions denomination of heretic,—Arians
and Athanafians, mutually acruated by the pureft
motives of brotherly love and affection, inflicted
a momentary and tranfient punithment on the
bodies of each other, either by the fword or the
ftake ; left by continuing too long in their re-
fpective fchifmatic opinions, they might forfeit
all hope of falvation.

Thus the (ame actions, erroneoufly confidered
on mere abftract notions of philanthropy, may
well appear unjuft, cruel, and barbarous ; but
their very eflence is changed when viewed
through this juft theological medium; for the
gevuine and beneficient {pirit of orrhodoxy con-
fecrates the apparent inhumanity of the action,
by fanctifying the motive. (7o be continued.)
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, FRANCE.
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.
Sittings of May 26.
THE incendiary proteftations of thofe who
ftyle themfelves Catholics of Nifines, and the

declarations of thofe difaffected to the Aflembly,
become more and more defpicable. The city of
Louis-le-Saulnier feems ftill to lay fome ftrefs on
thefe writings, in declaring all thofe rtraitors to
their country who dare to fign them. .

Clermont Ferrand, who had fubfcribed five mil-
lions to buy National domains, has by an Addrefs
read this morning, offered to double the value
of its former donation. :

M. Tour du Pin_made fome complaints, 1ft,
Againft the Municipality of Haguenau, which
kept in the prifon a huffar, for whofe liberty
this minifter fays he had givenorders. Thisbu-
finefs was fent 10 the committee of reports. '2d.
Againft the Municipality of Lyons, which has
written to him, thatthey think at prefent there
is fome danger in putting into motion the troops
of the line, in confequence of which they refufe
tolet the detachment of the Royal Guienne fet
off. The intention of the Minifter of the war
department was to fill their place by a detach-
nent of the Penthievre dragoons. The Aflen-
bly made no decree onthis grievance.

M. Builly rifing, expofed the diforders which
for thefe three days paft have troubled the ca-
pital. A number of foreign vagabonds fwarm ac
the bar : the people incline to the moft cruel ex-
ecutions. On Monday rtwo men accufed of theft
were hung without any form of law. Yefterda
another who was accufed, had the fatal cord al-
ready faftened, when M. de la Fayette came u
and faved his life : and when one of thefe matﬁ
men, who ftirred up the multitude, cried out,
that the unhappy wretch ought to be retaken,
the illuftrious commander himfelf immediately
feized the difturber and conducted him to the
Chatelet. A new fpecies of courage, and a {ub-
lime homage paid to the laws !

Mav 29.

The debate on the order of the day, relative
to the Eclefiaftical plan, was about to be opened,
but it was interrupted by the entrance of M.
Neckar, who read a difcourfe on the prefent
ftate of the Finances. The tone of that Minif.
ter was chan ﬁed.—-He no longer prefented thofe
gloomy and defperate pictures, which, fince the
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