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LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES.
PUBLISHED

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES :
AT THE SECOND SESSION.
Begun and held at the City of New-York, on Monday the fourth
of January, one thou{and feven hundred and ninety.
AN ACT for the government and Regulation of
Seamenin the Merchants Service. ?
BE it enafled by the Sendte and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Uni-
ted States of America in Cong refy affembled, That from and after
the firft day of Decembernext, eviiy mafter or commander of
any (hip or veflel bound from a port in the United States to any
foreign port, or of any fhip or veflel of the burthen of fifty to s
or upwards, bound from a portin one Stateto a port in any o=
therthan anadjoining State, fhall, before he proceed en fuch,
voyage make an agreement in writing, or in print, with every
feaman or mariner on board fuch fhip or veflel (except fuch as
fall be appreatice or fervant to himfelf or owners) d-claring the
voyage or vayages term or terms of time, for which luch feaman
ot mariner (hall be fhipped. And if aay mafter or commander
of fuch fhip or vcﬁ'j fhall carry out any feaman or mariner
{oxcept apprentices or fervants as aforefaid) without fuch contraét
or ageement being firlt made and figned by the feamen and mari-
ners, {uch mafter or commander fhall pay to évery fuch feaman or
mariner, the higheft price or wages, which fhall have been given
atthe port or pgce where fuch [eamap or mariner fhall have been
fhipped for a fimilar voyage, within three months next befor
the time of fuch thipping ; Provided fuch feaman or mariner fhall
pertorm fuch voyage ; or if not, thea for fuch time as he (hall
continue to do duty on board fuch fhip or veffel, and fhall more-
dver forfeit twenty dallars for every fuch feaman or mariner,
one half to the ufe of the perfon profecuting for the fame, the
other half to the ufe of the United States ; and fuch feaman or
mariner, wot having figned {uch contra&, fhall not bg bound by
the regulations, nor fubje€t to the penalties and forfeitures con-
tained in this a&, _

And be it enafled, That at the foot of rvc? fuch contra@,
there (hall bea memorandum in writing, of the day and the hour,
on which {ach {edman or mariner, who (hall fo fhip and {ubfecribe,
fhall render thémfelves on board to begin the voyage agreed up-
on. Andifany fuch feaman or mariner fhail negle& to render
him{eif on board the fhip or veffel, for which he has (hipped, at
the time mentioned in fuch memorandum, and if the mafter,
commander, or other officer of the fhip or vellel, thall on the day
on which fuch negle€t happened, make an entry in the jog book
of fuch thip or veffel, of the name of fuch feaman or mariner, and
fhall in like manner, note the time that he {o negleed to render
himfelf (after the time appointed) cver&fuch fearan or mariner
fhall forfeit for every hour, which he fhall fo neglc& to render
him{elf, one day’s pay, according to the rate of wages afrced up-
on, to be deduéted out of his wages.. And if any fuch feaman or
wmariner thall wholly negle& to render himfelf on board of fuch
fhip or veflel, or having vendered h}mfelf on board fhall after-
wards defert and efcape, fo that the thip or veffel proceed to fea
without him every fuch feaman or mariner thall forfeit and pay |
to the malter, owner, or confignee of the faid fthip or veflel, a fum
equal to that which fhall have been paid to him by advance at

e time of figning the contraét, over and befides the fum fo advan-
ced, both which fums Thall be recoverable in any court, or before
any juftice or juftices of any State, city town or county within
the United States, which, by the laws thereof, have cognizance
of debts of equal value, againft fuch feaman or mariner,or his farety
or fureties, in cafe he fhall have given furety to proceed the voyage.

And be it enafled, That it the mate or firft officer under
the mafter, and a majority of the crew of any fhip or veffel, bound
on ayoyage o any foreign port, {hull, after the voyage is begun
(and before the fhip or veffel fhall have left the land) difcover
that the {a1d thip or veflel is_too leaky, or is otherwife unfit in
her crew, body, tackle, apparel, furniture, provifions or ftores,
to proceed on the intended vdyage, and fhall require fuch unfit-
nefs to be enquired into, the mafter or commander fhajl upon the
requeft of the faid mate, (or other officer) and {uch majority, forth-
with proceed to, or ftap at, the nearelt or moft convenient port or
place where fuch énguiry can be made, and fhall there apply to
the judge of the diftriét court, if he fhall there refide, or if not,
to fome Juftice of the Peace of the city, town, or place, taking
with him two or more of the faid crew who fhall have made fuch
requeft ; and thereupon fuch jndze ox‘é{uﬂicc 1s hereby authorifed
and required to iflue his precept direéted to three perfons in the
meighborhood the moft ikilful in maritime 2ffairs that can be
procured, requiring them to repaiv on board fuch fhip or veffel,
2nd to examine the fame in refpedt to the defedts and infufficien-
<ies complained of, and to make report to him, the faid Jjudge,
or jultice, in writing under their hands, or the hands of two of
them, whether in 2ny, or.in what refpeét the faid thip or vefel is
‘unfit to proceed on the intended voyage, and what addition of
men, provifions, or flores, or what repairs, or alterations in' the
body, tackie or apparel will be neceflary ; and.upon fuch report
the faid judge or juftice thall adjudge and determine, and (hall
endorfe on the faid report his judgment, whether the faid thip or
veflel is fit o proceed on the intended voyage, and if not, whether
fach repairs can be made, or dehciencies. fugrplicd, where ‘the
fhip or vefle] then lays, or whether it be necef ary for the faid
fhip or veel to return to the port from whence {hic firft (ailed, to
bethere refitted, and the malter and crew fhall, in all things,
conform to the faid judgment ; and the mafler or commander
tha!l, in the ficft ftance, payall the cofts of fuch view, report,
andsyjudgment, to be taxed and 2llowed on a fair copy thereof
certified by the faid judge or juftice. But ifthe complaint of the
faid crew fhall appear upon the faid report and judgment, to have
been without foundation, then the faid mafter, or the owner, or
confignee of fuch fhip or veiel, fhall deduét the amouat thereof,
and of reafonable damages for the detention, (to be afcertained
by the [aid judge or juftice) oat of the wages growing due to the
complaining {eamenor mariners. And if afier fuch judgment,
fuch thip or vellel is fit to proceed on her mtended voyage, or af-
ter procuring fueh men, provifions, ftors, repairs ar alterations
as may be direfted, the faid feamen or mariners, or either of them,
fhall refufe to proceed on the voyage, it (hall and may be lawful
for anyBultice of the peaceto commit by warrant under his hand
2nd feal, every fuch feaman or mariner, (who fhall {o refufe) to
the common gaol of the county, there to remain without bail or
mainprize, unril he fhall have paid deuble the: fum, advanced to
him at the time of fubfccibing the contraét for the voyage, toge-
ther with {uch reafonable cofts as fhallbe altowed by the faid Juf-
tice, and inferted in the faid warrant, and the {urety or fureties of
fuch fcaman or mariner (in cafe he or they fhall have given any)
thall ramain Tiable forfuch payment, nor thall any fach feaman
or mariner, be difcharged upon any, writ of habeas corpus, or o-
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previous proceedings : Providzd, That {ufficieat matter fhall be
made to appear, upon thereturn of {uch habéss corpus and’ an
examination then to be had, to detain him for the caufes herein
before affigned. S : R

And be it enalled, Thatif any perfon fhall h?rber or fe-
crete ‘any feaman or mariner belongmng to 2ny thip or veffel,
knowing them to belong theyeto, every fuch perfon, on convic-
tien thereof, before any coust in the city, town or connty, where
he, the or they may refide, {hall forfeit and ﬂ:y ten dollars for
every day which he, {he or they (hall continue fo to harbor or fe-
crete fuch feaman or mériner, one half to the ule of the perfon pro-
fecuting for the fame, the other half to the ufe of the United
States ; and no fum exceeding one dollar, fhall be recoverable
from any feaman or mariner by any one petfon, forany debt, con-
trated during the time fuch feaman or mariner (hall aQually be-
long to aay fhip or veflc], until the voyage, for which fuch feaman
or mariner engaged, {hall be ended. ~ -

And be it enafied, That if any feaman or mariner, who fhall
have fubfcribed fuch contra as is heremn before defcribed; fhall
abfent him(elf from on board the fhip or veilcl in which be fhall
fo have fhipped, without leave of the mafter, or officer com.-
manding on board, and the mate, or other officer having charge
of the log-book, fhall make an entry therein, of the name of fuch
feaman or mariner, on the day on which he fhall fo abfent him-
‘If, and if fuch feaman or mariner fhall return to his duty with-
i forty-cight hours, fuch feaman or mariner {hall forfeit three
"ay’s pay, for every day which he thall fo abfent himfelf, to be
dedufted outof his wages; but if any feaman or mariner fhall
abfent himfelf for more than forty-eight hours at one time, he
Mall forfeit all the wages duc to iay, and all his goods and chat-
tles which were an board the faid fhip or veilel, or in any flore
vhere they may have been lodged.atthe time of his defertion, to
the ufe of the owners of the fhip ovveflel, and moreover (hall be
liable to par to him or them, all damages, which he or they may
uftain, by being obliged to hirc other feamen or mariners in his
or their place, and fuch damages (hall be recovered with cofts in
any court, or before any juftice or juftices, having jurifdi&ion
of ithe recovery of debts, to the value of ten dollars or upwards.

And be 1t enalied, That every feaman or mariner fhall be eatitled
todeniand and receive from the mafter, or commander of the fhip
o veffel to which they belong, one third part of the wages which
‘hall be due to him,at every port where fuch fhip or veffel fhall un-
‘ade and deliver her cargo, before the voyage be ended, unlefs the
contrary be exprefsly ftipulated in the contra&, and as foon as the
voyage s ended, and the cargo or ballaft be fully difcharged at
the laft port of delivery, every feaman or mariner fhall be entitled

2nd if fuch wages fhall not be paid within ten days after fuch dif-
charge, or if any difpute fhallarife between the mafter and fea-
men or mariners touching the faid wages, it fhall be lawfuls for
the judge of the diftriét wherethe faid thip or veflel fhall be, or,
in cafe his refidence be more than three miles from the place, or
of his abfence from the place of his refidence, then, for any judg-
or jultice of the peace, to fummron the mafter of fuch fhip or vel-
fel to appear before him, to fhew caufe, why procefs thould not
ilfuc againft fuch thip orveffel, her tackle, furniture and zpparel,
according to the courfe of admiralty courts, to anfwer for the faid
wages ; and if themafter fhall negleét to appear, or appearing,
(hall not fhew that the wages are paid, or otherwife fatisfied or for-
feited, and if the matter 1a difpute fhall not be forthwith fettled,
in fuch cafe, the judge or juftice fhall certify to the clerk of the
court'of the diftriét, that there is fufficient caufec of complaint,
whereon to found admiralty procefs, and thereupon the cleik of
fuch court thall iffue procefs againft the faid fhip or veflel, and
the fuit fhall be proceeded on in the faid court, and final judg-
ment be given, according to the courfe of admiraity courts 1 fuch
cales ufed, and in fuch fuit, all the {camen or mariners (having
caufe of complaint of the like kind, againft the {ame thip or vel-
fel) fhall be joined as complainants, and it fhall be incumbent on
the mafter or commander, to produce the contra@, and lo --book,
if required, to afcertain any m#ters in difpute, otherwile the
complainants fhall be permitted to ftate the contents thereof, and
the proof of the contrary, fhall lie on the mafter or commander,
but nothing herein contaied fhall prevent any feaman or mariner
from having, or maintaining any ation, at common law, for
the recovery of his wages, or from immediate procefs out of any
court having admiralty juri{di@ion, wherever any fhip or veflel
may be found, in cale the fhall have left the port of delivery
where her voyage ended, before payment of the wages, or in cafe
{he fhall be about to proceed te fea before the cud of the ten days,
oext after the delivery of her catgo or ballaft.

Andbe it enafled, That if any fcaman or mariner, who fhall
have figned a contrat to perform a voyage, fhall, atany port o1
place, defert, or thall ableat himfelf trom fuch fhip or veffel with-
out leaye of the mafter, or officéy commanding in the abfence of
the mafter, it fhall be lawful for any juftice of peace, within the’
United States (apon the complaint of the mafter) to ifue his war-
rant to apprenend fuch' deferter, and bring him before fuch juftice
and it it then fhall appear by due proof, that he has figned a con-
tract within the intent and meaning of this 2é, and that the
voyage agreed for is not finithed, altered, or the contraét other-
wilediffolved, and that fuch feaman or mariner has def:rted the
(hip or veflcl, or abfented himfelf without lcave, the faid jultice
thall commit him 1o the houfe of correfion, or commion goal of
the city, town or place, there to remain until the {aid fhip or vef-
fel fhall be ready to proceed on her vayage, or till the mafter (hall
require his difcharge, and then 1o be delivered to the faid matter,
he paying all the coft of fuch commitment, and deduéting the
{ame out of the wages due to fuch feaman or marincr.

And be it enafled, That every fhip or vellcl belonging to a citi-
zen or citizens of the United States, of the burthen of one hun-
dred and fifty tons or upwards, navigated by ten or more perfons
10 the whole, and bound on a voyage without the limits of the U.
nited States, fhall be provided with a cheft of medicines, put up
by fome apothecary of known reputation, and accompanied by
direétions for adminiftering the fame ; and the faid wmedicines
{hall be examined by the fame or fome other apothecary, once at
leaft in every year,and fupplied withfrefh medicines, in the place
of fuch as fhall have been ufcd @ fpoiled, and in defaultof having
fuch medicine chelt fo provided, and kept fit for ufe, the mafter
or commander of fuch fhip or veffel, thall provide and pay forall
fuch advice, medicine, or atter{gance of phyficizns, as any of the
crew (hall ftand in nced of, in cafe of ficknefs, at every port or
Place, where the fhip or veWel may touch or trade at during the
voyage, without any dedu@ion fromthe wages ot fuchfick featnan
or mariner,

And be it enalled, That evcry'_{hip or veflel, belonging as afore:
faid, bound on a voyage acrofs the Alantic ocean, thall, at the
timeof leaving the laft port from whence f{he fails, have on board
well fecured under deck, at leaft fixty gallons of water, one hun-
dred pounds of falted flefh meat, and one hundred pounds of
wholfome fhip bread, for cvery perfon on board fuch thip or vel-
fel, overand befides fuch other provifions, ftores and live ftock, as
fhall by the mafter, or paffengers be put on board, and in Itke pro-
portion for fhorter or longer voyages ; and in cafe the crew of a-
ny fhip or veflcl, which fhall not have been {o provided, fhall be
put upon fhort allowance in water, fleth or bread, during the
voyage, the malter or owner of fuch fhip or veflel fhall pay &
each of the crew, one day’s wages beyond the wages agveed on,
tor every day they fhall be fo put to fhort allowance, to be reco-
vered io the fame manner as their ftipulated wages,

FREDERICK SA’UGUSTUS MUHLENBERG,
Steaker of the Houfe of Reprefontatives.
JOHN ADAMS, Viz¢'-Prcﬁh‘:nlj.¢7][!ht ni{cd States,

: s and_Préfident of the Senate,
ArrrovED, Joty Tue TWENTIETH, 1700

therwifé, until fuch fum be paid by him or them, or his or their
furety or (uretics; for wantef any form of commitment, orather

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident ofthy United Sroses.
(Tave Cory)

3 THQMAS JEFFERSON, Secrctarg-of Stats,

tothe wages which fhall be then due according to his contraét ; |

FOR SALE

The IRON WORKS,
BELO'NGINC:' to the Eftate of JAMES HUNTER. decealed,
pleafantly fituated on the falls of haninock River, with.’
- in two miles of the town of Frederickiburg, and onc of Falrmouth
and Tide-Water——Confifting of a Forge, 130 feet by '54, eight
fires, and four hammers—a Coal Houle, 85 feet by 40—a Sliting.
aad Rolling Mil], 68 feet by 30, for Sheet, Rolied and Sht Iton.
A Merchant Mill, g0 feet by 36, with two pair of ftones ; one
whereof French Burr, and every other neceflary ratus for
manufaéturing Flour in the beft method. —A Saw Ml ydjmw
rhe fame, 6o feet by 1e.. The walls of all thefe buildid s are of
ftone, extremely firong and neat, of the beft workmanthip. - The
running geers, machinery and fixtures of the who'e, commodiont-
ly and judicioufly contrived, and performed in the moft mafterly
and advantageous manner, on large add improved plans. The
different departments are conventently d:{pofed and - arranged ar
proper diftances, on a deep and capacious canal, calculated to
{upply more large and extenfive works, and future improvements; .
cautioufly fecured and guarded againft cafuslies from frefhets, or
high floods ; has its fource in the main bodyof the river; a coe
pious proportion whereof, to any reafonable degree of quantity,,
\sat pleafure colleéted and turned in by a compleat fet of well
conftrufled ftrong dams, which have not broke, o given way,
fince their formation, near nineteen years paft.—The head and-
fall of the water operating on the wheels, is about twenty feet :
the greateft part oor:he works are in good repair, and the whole.
may be rendered (o at 3 {mall expence. In the appendages there-
to, are a convenient Tanvard, variety of ﬂmﬁ: and utenfils for
mechanical bufinkfs of different kinds, houfes for the Managers,
Workmen, &c.~ And about 4 to 85c0 acres of land contigaous,
moftly waoded, including fome Farms and meadow land. L Alf,
will be offered f'or fale, anumber of valuable Slaves, fuclas H -
mermen, Refiners, Colliers, Forge Carpenters, Wheelwrights,
Smiths, Millers, Waggoners, &c. Thele works have advantages
over any in America, particularly in refpe@® to the fale of ther
produce, as there is rone of the kind to the fouthward thereof, to
moft of which extenfive; rich and fertile country, there is caly
conveyance by water ; nor is thare any Forge ‘within 9o miles,
nor a Slitting mill at all in this State, which might (hare the euf-
tom, or vie with its manufaGory—fome other peculiar advantag.
es that can belt be pointed out on the premifes, which on applica-
tion will be thewn, and the terms of Sale made known, and vety
ealy for the purchafer, by !
: ADAM HUNTER,or D o .
ABNER VERNON, § “rocwors

Virginia, May 28, 1790, ;- (aw.)

Treafury Department,
g JUY 13y 17900 -
NOTICE is liereby gicen, that Propofals will Zz :{mged a:gt:t,gﬂﬂ'e

N of the Secretary of the Treafury, to'the firft day of Otober next in-
clufive, for the fupply of all rations, which may be rrzumd for the ufe of
the United States, from the firft dayaf Fanuaryto the thirty firft day of
December 1791, both days inclufive, at the places, and within the dijiriti s
herein after mentioned, viz. :

Atany place or places, betwixt Yorktown in the flate of Pennflvaria,
and Fort Pitt and at Fort Pitt, 3

At any place or places, betwixt Fort Pitt and Fort M Intofl, on th
River Ohio, and at Fort M’ Intofh. ;

At any place or places, betwixt Fort M Intofh and the mouth of the Ri-
ver Mufkingum, and at the mouth of the River Mufkingum. ;

. Atanyplace or places, betwixt the mouth of the River Mufingum, and
up the faid River to the Tufearowas, and at the Tufcarowas, and thence
over to the Cayoya River, aud down the fuid River to its mouth. .~
<At any place or places, betwixt the mouth of the river Mufkin um, and
the mouth of the Scioto River, and at the mouth of the faid River Scioro,

At any place or places, betwixt the month of Scioto River, and the mouth
of the great Miami at the mouth of the great Miami, n.d‘ from thence ta
the Rapids, on the Falls of the Ohio and at the faid Rapids.

At any place or places, betwixt the mouth of the great Miami, up the
Ja'd Miami, to and at Piquetown, ard thence over to the Miami Vi age,
on theriver of the fame name which emptics into Lake Erie.

At any tl-u'e or places from the rapids of the Ohio, to the mouth of the
Wabafh, thence up the fard Wabafh to ;?ﬂ St. Vincennes, M.WS& Vin-
cennes, and thence up the fuid river Wabifh, tothe Miami Village, be-
Sfore deferibed, ; ’ :

Atany place or places, from the mouth of the Wabafh river to the mouth
of the river Ohio. :

mouth of the Ohio river, to the mouth of the Illinois viver. o
5 [710 any place or places, from the mouth ofthe Miami river to the Miami
tllage, Ty
At any place or places, from the Miami Village to Sandufty, and a¢
Sandufky, and from Sandufky to the mouth of Cayoga river.. P
At any place or places, betwixt Fort Pitt aud Venango, and at Venango.
At any place or places, betwixt V. enango and Le Beuf, and at Le B':;[
betwixt Le Beufand and Prefydfle, at Prefg'ifle, and betwixt Prefy’
Ifle and the mouth of Cayoga r1ver. L
At the mouth of Cayoga river, and at any
fro-; Fort Pitt, to the mouth of Cayoga river, by the way of Big Beaver
creck.
At any place or places, on'the eaft fide of the Mifffippi, between the
mouth 0/{[; Ohio a';xdlhe river M.n!;u'finc ufively. it DR
; IA‘ﬁ an I‘ blace or places, from the faid river Margot, to the river Yazous
inclufively,
4t any place or places from the mouth of the river Tennefee, toOcockap~
1o or Bear creck, on the faid river inclufively. . i :
Shoula any rations bé required at any places, or within other diftrils,
not fpecified in thefe prop:/a‘le,mz priceof the [ime tobe hereafter agreed
on, betwixt the puvlic and the contratlor. i
The rations tobe jufplied are to confift of the following articles, viz.
gne pounj of brud or flour, i :
e pound of beef, or 3 of a pouud of pork,
Half a jz'llé' rw{, bmn&;{: ar,’ whifk ){[J
Oxe quart of [ilt, ;
Two guarts of vinegar, |
Two poundsof szap.
& One pound of Candles, &
he propofals mufl fpecify the loweft price per ration. Nocredit is ve-
quived, v Rpecty ALEIXPANDPER‘ HAMILTON,
Secretary of the Treafury.

HE Creditors of Col. ELISHA SHELDON, of Salifbury, ae
hereby notified, That the Subfcribers being appointed Truf-
tees of faid SueLpon’s eftate, will attend to the bufinefls of their
appointment on the firft Monday of Auguft next, at the houle of
Jacosus Davis, in faid Salifbury, agrceable to the A& of Affem-
bly.—The intereft of the creditors requires their gencral atten-
dance., HEZEKIAH FITCH, g Trufiees.
: JOHN BIRD,
Salifbury, (ConneSlicut y, June 28, 1583.

The Mail Diligence,
FOR PHILADELPHIA, g :
LEAVES the Ferry-Stairs, at New-York, 7¢n minutes aftet_
Light o'clock every morning except Sunday.
Stage Office, City Tavern, o
Broad-Way, New-York Fune 5, 1790.

B A large imprefion of this paper having beerr
firuck off from the commencement of the fecond vol-
April 1 4.—~Thofz who incline to become fubferibers

Ber. 120 rations,

from that perisd, may be furnifped with the numbers
compleat, !

At any Llace or places, on the eaf! fide of the river Mififippi, from the

place or places, on the rout
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